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INTRODUCTORY. 




jHE name of Nicholas Pavilion is little known to 
English readers. The "Select Memoirs of 
Port Royal," by the late Mrs. Schimmel- 
penninck, contains a brief account of his life 
and character, so full of interest as probably to have 
awakened in many minds a desire to learn something more 
of so remarkable a man. 

By some it may perhaps be thought that to publish the 
life of a Bishop not of our own Church needs some apology ; 
but, happily, we live in days wherein a general willingness 
prevails to appreciate good wherever it may be found, and 
to search for it, even in the literature of Continental 
Churches, and especially in that of the Gallican Church, of 
which the subject of this memoir was a distinguished orna- 
ment. The spirit of faith and charity is the common pro- 
perty of all denominations of Christian men and women. 
How loved and respected by all parties is the memory of the 
amiable Archbishop of Cambray! Fdndlon and Pavilion 
were kindred spirits, but there was this difference, — ^while 
the former thought it right to suppress the work which con- 
tained his most cherished religious opinions, in obedience 
to the authority of Rome, the latter, under somewhat similar 
circumstances, felt it to be his duty to maintain the Truth at 
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all hazards, and persevered in doing so under grievous per- 
secutions, resisting to the last day of his life what he held 
to be an unlawful assertion of arbitrary authority on the part 
of both King and Pope. Doubtless both these excellent 
men acted most conscientiously, and we would humbly 
believe that in the submission of the one there was as great 
a triumph of Christian virtue as in the firmness of the other. 

But the English Churchman who peruses this little volume 
will hardly fail to be reminded of another holy Bishop of his 
own Church, between whom, and the subject of this memoir, 
their exists even a closer resemblance, — our own beloved 
Ken. In the lives of these two good men the following 
points of similarity may be mentioned : — ^As boys at school, 
both Ken and Pavilion were examples to their schoolfellows ; 
both were unspotted in youth, and through life possessed, 
in a remarkable degree, the same innocency of character; 
they were gifted with the same intellectual ability and per- 
suasive eloquence; and they evinced the same poverty of 
spirit and uncovetousness of disposition ; both maintained 
the same firmness of purpose and unswerving fidelity to 
their convictions; both felt an extreme reluctance to take 
part in the existing controversies of the day; both led 
ascetic lives which were a continual death to animal appe- 
tites ; both were called in the order of Divine Providence to 
rebuke monarchs ; and lastly, both were faithful confessors 
for the Truth, suffering the loss of all things rather than 
betray their consciences or their ministry. 

It is related of the Bishop of Alet, as a literal fact, though 
many will scarcely credit it, that he was acquainted with 
both the temporal and spiritual wants of every single in- 
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dividual throughout the whole of his extensive diocese, in- 
cluding even children above ten years old. Happy day for 
the English Church when her laity shall have the privilege 
of enjoying something more of the thought, and care, and 
presence of their chief pastor, than now generally falls to 
their lot. Perhaps this little volume may, by the Divine 
blessing, help in some measure to awaken a deeper appre- 
ciation of the great value of the Episcopate, and also an 
earnest desire that the blessings and advantages belonging 
to so high an office may be more widely diffused among us. 
If not, at least it is to be hoped that, notwithstanding all its 
imperfections, the portraiture presented in it of a truly 
godly bishop and faithful follower of our Lord, may be 
found useful to persons in all states and conditions of life, 
and afford them some encouragement to be steadfast in the 
faith, and to persevere in the pursuit and attainment of all 
Christian virtues. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Birth and parentage— early education— receives the tonsure — refuses a valuable 
preferment — his ideas of Church property — devotes himself to the study of 

the Holy Scriptures M. Vincent de Paul. — The congregation of **thc 

Mission." — Is made a sub-deacon — and soon after, deacon. — Frances de Sales. 
— Studies the writings of Thomas d'Aquinas — succeeds to an ample income 
— a rebuke — anecdote about long sermons — is made priest — presides at M. 
Vincent's weekly conferences of clergy. 

ICHOLAS PAVILLON, the subject of this 
memoir, was bom in Paris, on the 17th of 
November, 1597. The family of the Pavilions, 
originally resident in Tours, had long been 
settled in Paris. Stephen Pavilion, the father of Nicholas, 
held an honourable appointment under the Government of 
France. His wife's name was Catherine de Bistrade. His 
brother Nicholas was the celebrated parliamentary advocate, 
a learned classic, and the best poet of his time. 

Stephen Pavilion and his wife, though possessed of an 
ample income, lived very simply, and brought up their 
children to despise luxuries. Their household was con- 
ducted upon Christian principles, and with such regularity 
and simplicity as to resemble a species of monastery. No 
servant was received into it that was not known to be pious. 
At morning and evening prayer, when the household assem- 
bled as one family to worship God, no member of it was 
permitted to be absent. The duty of regular attendance at 
the services of the parish church on the Sundays and festivals 
of the year was carefully enforced, as well as the observance 
of those fasts which the Church appoints, as a valuable 
means, in conjunction with prayer, of obtaining that mastery 
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over the flesh without which there can be no true holiness. 
The heads of the household required nothing of their 
domestics that they did not themselves practise. Out of 
their income, which was very considerable, they spent only 
what was necessary for their daily wants; the remainder 
they looked upon as belonging to the poor and indigent, 
among whom they dispensed it in a plentiful shower of 
blessing. Madame Pavilion, whose tender and compas- 
sionate heart felt deeply for the distressed poor, took great 
delight in visiting them and in relieving their wants. In 
this work she associated with herself another lady, and 
they together compounded remedies which they carried to 
the sick poor. The blessing of God rested abundantly 
on this work of charity; the poor flocked to them from 
all quarters, they relieved their necessities and dressed their 
wounds with their own hands. 

Well might we expect that a child bom of such parents, 
and nourished in the bosom of so Christian a family, would 
not fail to be trained and instructed in a manner accordant 
with the examples of practical piety which were daily before 
his eyes. As a child, the young Nicholas had an excellent 
disposition, and his great docility, and the natural inclina- 
tion which he evinced for pious exercises, were an additional 
inducement to his parents to devote all their care and 
assiduity to train him up in the path of wisdom and god- 
liness. As soon as he was of an age to comprehend the 
public services of the Church he was brought to attend 
them regularly. He listened with an interest and attention 
remarkable in one so young ; his memory was so retentive 
that when he returned home he would delight his parents 
by repeating what he had heard, and that too in the style 
and grave manner of the preacher, and with great natural 
vivacity, an early evidence of the power which in after life 
he used with such effect. 
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He learned the first elements of the Latin tongue in his 
father's house, after which he was placed in the college of 
Navarre. The care of his education was committed to 
a pious clergyman, who laboured as diligently to instruct 
his young charge in piety as in letters. The rapidity of his 
progress raised him greatly in the estimation of his fellow 
students ; the goodness of his heart won their love ; and 
such was the influence for good he had already attained, 
that his simple presence was sufficient to control them and 
retain them at their duties. Prayer was his delight ; when 
the service was concluded, it was his custom to remain in 
the church for some time after all had retired, that he might 
hold communion with God in the solemn stillness of the 
sanctuary. His whole life and conversation bore evidence 
that God had marked him for His own, and that one day 
he would occupy a position of importance in the ministry 
of the Church. It was not long before he declared his 
strong desire for this vocation. This was just what his 
parents wished, and with more zeal than prudence they 
caused him immediately to receive the tonsure, — the preli- 
minary ceremony before entering Holy Orders in the Church 
of Rome. It would have been wiser on their part had they 
allowed a reasonable time to elapse before they complied 
with their son's wish, to prove whether this was really his 
true calling. " I was hurried into this too quickly," said he, 
when alluding to this circumstance, on more than one 
occasion in after life. This first step was soon followed by 
the next in order ; and had not God truly called him to the 
service of the Church, the unbecoming haste with which he 
was pressed into it might have been attended with evil con- 
sequences. 

We must not pass over a circumstance which happened 
about this time, and which serves to show that the subject 
of this memoir had attained, even at this early period, a de- 
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votedness for God both large and enlightened. His father, 
by means of his wealth and influence, had obtained for him 
the appointment of Canon in the church of Condom, to 
which a considerable stipend was attached. This he seems 
to have done without consulting his son's inclination, and 
without any endeavour to ascertain whether or not this 
destination and provision for the young Nicholas was in 
harmony with the Divine will. But while man propoises 
God disposes. The young Pavilion felt no desire for this 
appointment, and besought his parents to permit him to 
relinquish it. Little acquainted with the rules of the Church 
so rarely observed in these matters, they gave their consent 
to their son's request, on condition that he retained a por- 
tion of the stipend belonging to the Canonicate. He 
obeyed, but, after the example of Saint Charles, the good 
Bishop of Milan, he devoted it entirely to works of charity. 
This, however, did not satisfy him ; he could not help 
feeling that if he was not rendering any service to the 
Church, in the place where his benefice was situated, he 
could have no just right to any portion of the emolument 
belonging to it, even though he were to dispose of it all in 
almsgiving. That, however common in modem times this 
appropriation of Church funds might be, it was unknown in 
the earlier and purer ages of the Church. That the sole 
motive for it must be cupidity, and that there could not be 
any real title to it, since the intention of the pious founders 
of these livings who gave their wealth to the Church was 
simply to provide for the subsistence of God's ministers 
while labouring in His vineyard, and to support them when 
old and worn out in His service. That the Church, too, in 
several of her ancient canons, has laid it down as a rule, 
that whatever surplus funds remain over and above the sum 
that may be required for the frugal subsistence of her 
ministers, were to be distributed among the poor ; and that 
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it was a sentiment of frequent occurrence in the writings of 
the Fathers, that " the goods of the Church are the patri- 
mony of the poor." It was in a spirit of enlightened piety 
that M. Pavilion considered this subject. " Let integrity 
and uprightness preserve me, for I wait on Thee," was the 
language of his heart in this matter. The result was, that 
he entirely relinquished this living, for which he felt he 
could have no just claim. 

Having completed his classical studies he returned to the 
house of his parents, and began a course of philosophy, 
after which he received instruction in theology in the cele- 
brated college of the Sorbonne. It was at this time that he 
applied himself to that study of the Holy Scriptures which 
continued through the whole of his life, and to this study 
he devoted himself with zeal and industry. It was thus he 
obtained that deep acquaintance with the written word of 
God, which, under the Divine blessing, made him so able 
an expositor of its sacred truths. M. de Poinceval, his 
first spiritual guide and director, had procured for him the 
acquaintance of a man whose zeal for God, and apostolic 
labours among the poor and neglected classes of the great 
city of Paris, has made his name famous. This was 
M. Vincent, founder of the " Congregation of the Mission," 
and it was under his direction that he pursued for five years 
his theological studies in the Sorbonne. It was at this time 
that M. Vincent was beginning to carry into execution his 
plan for conveying the saving truths of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the lost and degraded classes of a great city, — 
a home mission upon an extended scale. Discerning in his 
pupil those qualities which eminently fitted him for this 
work, M. Vincent engaged him in it, and employed him, in 
the first instance, in visiting the prisons and holding classes 
of instruction. M. Pavilion entered upon this work with 
zeal, and so successful were his labours in this mission field, 
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that M. Vincent termed him "his right arm." In order 
that he might speak with more authority in the small 
parishes around Paris, and the religious houses which he 
also visited, M. Vincent caused him to be made a sub- 
deacon. It was always a subject of pain to M. Pavilion in 
after life that he was constrained to take this step so early, 
and before he properly understood the full extent and 
solemn responsibility of this engagement. No sooner, how- 
ever, had he entered into this first order in the Christian 
ministry than he sought to be more enlightened on the 
nature of its obligation ; and it was only, therefore, with 
the greatest repugnance that he received the Diaconate, 
and would not consent to his director's wishes that he 
should enter upon the priesthood until a long subsequent 
period. 

We cannot, perhaps, sufficiently estimate the value of 
sound religious books in giving a direction to youthful 
minds. And there can be little doubt that the mind of 
Pa\-illon early received a tone which had an important 
influence on his future life from the religious books which 
were his companions almost from his infancy; and it is 
a striking indication of the early grace which was alive in 
his soul, that among the many works of this class which he 
had read, none gave him so much delight as those of 
S. Francis de Sales. They made a deep impression upon 
him, and he naturally conceived a singular esteem for 
their author. Whenever this great man preached in Paris 
M. Pavilion never failed to hear him, and to be present 
when he celebrated the Holy Communion. He retained 
through life the same respect and esteem for this holy 
bishop that he had conceived for him in his youth ; and 
so great was the appreciation he ever entertained for his 
works, that one of his volumes was always to be seen upon 
•• -iblc. 
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Though living at this time in the house of his father, he 
passed the greatest portion of his time in the solitude of his 
own chamber. He considered that his clerical vocation did 
not permit him to mingle in any secular matters, or take 
part in the affairs of the family, especially as he had brothers 
who could lighten the cares of their father. Filled with an 
ardent desire to serve God and His Church in the vocation 
to which His Providence had called him, his great aim was 
to fit himself for the consciencious performance of his 
duties. For this purpose, therefore, he devoted the whole 
of his time to prayer and reading the Holy Scriptures; 
also to the assiduous study of the Fathers and the history 
of the Church, which he had commenced while pursuing 
his course of theology, and which he never afterwards 
entirely laid aside. At the instance of M. Vincent, he 
devoted two whole years to the study of the writings of 
St Thomas d* Aquinas, as above all others most valuable in 
forming an able theologian. His parents, aware of his 
great capabilities for learning, were urgent that he should 
enter upon a career that would lead to distinction. But 
worldly reputation and honours had for him no charms ; his 
great desire was to be a useful and industrious labourer in 
the Lord's vineyard; and he pursued his studies, not for 
the purpose of making himself a name and obtaining 
degrees, but with the single aim of acquiring a deep know- 
ledge of the religion of the heart, and of being able to 
convey that knowledge to the poorest and the most ignorant. 
Trials were not wanting to shake his resolution, but, 
strengthened by Divine grace, he kept firmly to his purpose, 
and it was in vain that his parents endeavoured to win him 
over to the design they entertained at this time to purchase 
for him the honourable and lucrative post of Almoner to 
the King. 

The death of his father, which took place about the time 
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he commenced the work of the missions under the direction 
of M. Vincent, made no difference whatever in his projects. 
In consequence of this event he. succeeded to a very ample 
income. He consecrated it to God, devoting it to His 
service in the work of the missions, and continuing with 
redoubled zeal to aid his director in his apostoHcal labours. 
Upon becoming a deacon, he devoted himself with increased 
assiduity to this work, and was unremitting in his visits to 
the poor and sick, instructing them in the truths of the 
Gospel, and furnishing them with temporal succour, in the 
hope of rendering them more sensible to the spiritual 
benefits he distributed abundantly in the course of his visits. 
Among these labours of love which he pursued so diligently 
was one in which he took great delight. This was the en- 
deavour to restore peace in families that had been separated 
by strife and contention ; and to terminate lawsuits by 
bringing about an amicable understanding. He was often 
astonished at the success which God gave to him in this 
kind of labour, which frequently seemed, before he entered 
upon it, to be hopeless for any good result. 

Though, even at this time, he had attained a great measure 
of that grace which is the great characteristic of the true 
follower of Jesus, — a deep humility, — ^he has since confessed 
that there was a lurking vanity in his mind, of which on one 
occasion he was made very sensible. He had concluded 
a discourse which he had delivered with probably more than 
his usual ability ; he regarded it with some degree of satis- 
faction, and, after leaving the pulpit, made allusion to it in 
his conversation with the Cur^ of the place. He hoped 
that some complimentary remark would have been made 
respecting it ; he was disappointed. The Cur^, perceiving 
the lurking vanity in the conversation of his visitor, en- 
deavoured to teach him a lesson of humility. " Go, young 
man," said he, " you will do better another time." So 
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sensible a reply, far from offending M. Pavilion, produced 
the effect that was intended, — ^it cured him instantly; and 
the fruit which he afterwards drew from it filled him with 
thankfulness for the well-deserved rebuke that had been 
given to him. It was a " precious balm that had not broken 
his head." An adventure which happened to M. Vincent 
at this time was the means of effectually remedying another 
fault which M. Pavilion shared in common with many young 
preachers, and some, indeed, more advanced in experience, 
namely, the excessive length of their discourses. One day, 
as M. Vincent was journeying to visit the villages in which 
his missionaries were pursuing their labours, he met with 
a herdsman who had left his flock of goats to listen to his 
sermon ; when he had concluded, he enquired of this man 
an account of the progress of the mission, and if it had pro- 
duced any fruit. "We are exceedingly obliged to these 
gentlemen," replied the peasant; "they tell us excellent 
things, but their sermons are too long; for you see, sir," 
said he, " we country people are like our wine casks, when 
once they are full it is no use pouring in any more liqour, it 
only falls to the ground and is lost." This candid and plain 
spoken confession convinced M. Vincent that long dis- 
courses, instead of instructing the minds of the people only 
embarrassed them, and he consequently recommended his 
assistants to limit their sermons to half an hour, or three- 
quarters at the very most. M. Pavilion found this rule so 
judicious, that when he afterwards became an overseer him- 
self he prescribed it to all his clergy. 

Though deeply attached to M. Vincent, for whom he had 
the greatest veneration, M. Pavilion had no desire to become 
a member of the society which this holy man had founded, 
namely, " The Congregation of the Mission." His simple 
desire, if it pleased God to call him to. the Priesthood, was 
to devote himself to the work of assisting the Curfe of 
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country village in the exercise of his ministry. Such a pK>si- 
tion was best suited, he considered, to the measure of his 
abilities ; anything beyond this he looked upon with alamiy 
fully persuaded that many who enter the ministry too often 
make shipwreck of their humility by undertaking lightly and 
with little concern situations of grave responsibility. In 
later years, after he had been raised to the Episcopate, he 
frequently remarked that God had answered his prayer 
by making him the Bishop of a village. For, indeed, there 
were numbers of villages in France more considerable in 
every respect than the little town of Alet, which did not 
contain at that time more than six hundred communicants. 

M. Pavilion felt the greatest reluctance to enter upon the 
Priesthood. It was only with difficulty that he could be 
prevailed upon to take this step, into which he was in 
a measure forced when at the age of thirty years. He had 
prepared himself for this high and holy calling while a deacon, 
first of all by a long course of missionary labours such as 
we have described, by the constant endeavour to live in the 
habitual practice of every Christian virtue, and by continual 
prayer. It was thus he endeavoured to qualify himself for 
the high dignity and weighty office of the Priesthood, one 
which he felt demanded the entire consecration of body, 
soul, and spirit to its service, and the abandonment of every 
occupation which interfered in any way with its duties ; and 
he trembled at the thought of the many souls for which he 
should be answerable, and lest, by his negligence, any of 
Christ's flock committed to his charge should stray away 
and be lost. 

His ordination was accompanied by a very sensible in- 
crease of grace and heavenly illumination. This was no 
sooner apparent to the discerning mind of M. Vincent than 
he disarranged the projects of the newly ordained priest to 
bury himself in the obscurity of a country village. He 
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believed that the Church could be better served by M. Pa- 
vilion by employing the light and power which God had 
given to him in a sphere of more extensive usefulness, and 
he consequently engaged him to preside over the weekly 
conferences of clergy which he had just established, and 
which met every Saturday in the house of the Mission. He 
commissioned him also to give advice and instruction to the 
candidates for Holy Orders, and to draw up and prepare 
papers of examination and instruction on all matters of 
Christian doctrine and piety. 

The wisdom, the unction, and dignity with which for 
several years M. Pavilion performed these duties procured 
for him the esteem and admiration of all his auditors ; and 
so valuable were his discourses considered that his successors 
in this office believed they could not do better than adopt 
them, as they contained so much sound instruction, arranged 
with more method and treated with greater exactitude than 
could be found in any compositions upon similar subjects 
which had previously appeared. 




CHAPTER II. 

Obtains great fame as a preacher — is offered the See of Alet by Cardinal Richlieu 
— ^his thoughts upon the dangers and responsibilities of the Episcopate— is 
prevailed upon to accept the Cardinal's offer — enters a state of great de- 
pression ; — bulls for his consecration delayed two years — undertakes a mission 
to one of the Cardinal's estates — and another to St Germalns — preaches 
before the Court — conversions among the nobility — opposition — the King 
offers him the rich See of Auxerre — which he declines. 

PAVILLON had a great dread of notoriety. 
The words of a late bishop, describing what 
he felt to be the want of our day, expresses 
so well the character of the subject of our 
memoir, that we quote his words, — " His piety was of that 
deep, retiring, modest, and noiseless kind which loves to 
hide itself from the gaze of man : which does not seek 
a name or repute for godliness, but in secret ministrations 
and hidden holiness sweetens and purifies the atmosphere 
of the world." 

In order to avoid the danger of acquiring a reputation 
or bringing himself into general notice, M. Pavilion made 
a resolution to avoid at any time preaching in Paris, and 
this resolution he faithfully kept for several years ; but in 
the year 1637, being much pressed to preach an octave of 
sermons in the church of St. Croix, in the vicinity of his 
residence, he gave way to the urgent requests of his friends. 
His first sermons made so great an impression that crowds 
were attracted to hear him, and his friend and neighbour, 
M. D'Andilly, notwithstanding the engrossing nature of his 
duties at Court, was unwilling to lose one of them. The 
earnestness of the preacher, and his powerful and luminous 
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words SO deeply impressed him that he could not help 
speaking of them to the whole Court in terms of admiration. 
The consequence was that many persons of distinction con- 
ceived a great desire to hear M. Pavilion, among whom 
were the Princess Royal, the Duchess of Aiguillon, niece of 
Cardinal Richlieu, and several lords and ladies of the Court. 
The report which these distinguished persons gave of the 
power and talents of the preacher greatly increased the 
numbers that flocked to hear him, and so great was the 
demand for seats that they had to be secured for several 
hours before the service commenced ; and guards were 
posted at the doors of the church to prevent confusion from 
the crowds that endeavoured to gain admission. It hap- 
pened that among those who were awakened to conviction 
by the instrumentality of these discourses was the Duchess 
of Aiguillon ; she had been so deeply affected by one of 
them at which she was present, that after the conclusion of 
the service, and when the congregation had dispersed, she 
remained a considerable time in the church to meditate and 
to pray. Upon her return. Cardinal Richlieu, whose dinner 
had been kept waiting in consequence of her absence, asked 
her what had detained her so long at church. She confessed 
that she had been so deeply touched with the truths which 
she had just listened to, that she could not help remaining 
in the church to pour out her heart before God. She en- 
larged much upon the merits of the preacher, who enter- 
tained so humble an idea of his own powers, that after he 
had preached his first sennon he could not believe that any 
one would return to hear him again. 

The high position that M. Pavilion held in pubHc esteem, 
and the reputation which his apostolic labours in the work* 
of the Missions, and his instruction to the candidates for the 
Ministry at Saint Lazarre had obtained for him, were out- 
wardly the cause of his appointment to the See of A 
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which at this time fell vacant through the death of M. Pol- 
verel. Cardinal Richlieu, annoyed i^ith the importunities 
of the Marshal Schombertz and the Baron de Mons, who 
wished to obtain this appointment for a brother of the latter, 
and always careful to select persons of known merit for 
these important positions in the Church, determined to 
bestow it upon M. Pavilion, whose talents and piety he had 
been made acquainted \\ith as we have described. But 
before presenting his name to the King, he spoke of him to 
His Majesty's Confessor and to M. Vincent ; he also con- 
sulted some other persons besides in whose opinions he had 
confidence. Upon their favourable testimony he sent for 
M. Pavilion. It may well be imagined that a man so humble 
minded, and whose opinion of himself was so different from 
that which the public and those who knew him entertained 
for him, would feel himself quite unworthy of the choice 
which had been made of him for so distinguished a position 
in the Church. He could not be prevailed upon to accept 
a dignity for which he entertained a very exalted idea, and 
which he considered demanded those rare qualities and 
talents which he could not discern in himself. He besought, 
he implored the Minister to select some other person better 
able to sustain a burden so far beyond his powers. The 
Cardinal, accustomed to receive refusals in these matters, 
which he could readily perceive were the result, in most 
•cases, of a false humility, was convinced, however, of the 
sincerity of M. Pavilion, and endeavoured by various argu- 
ments to overcome his scruples, but in vain. Finally, he 
requested him to take eight days to consider of it, and in 
the meantime to consult those advisers in whom he had 
confidence. 

M. Pavilion was at this time in his fortieth year. He 
possessed, in an eminent degree, those gifts and qualifi- 
cations which are essential to a successful discharge of the 
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very weighty and onerous duties of a Bishop in the Church of 
God. His age was mature, and the powers of mind and body 
had attained their full strength and energy. In prayer and 
retirement, which to him had always been delightful, he had 
continually nourished the gift of God^s grace which he had 
received at his Baptism ; and from the time in which he had 
been joined to Christ in that holy Sacrament he had loved 
and served God in the purity of his heart, and had steadily 
advanced in spiritual growth and strength. With the 
assiduous study of the Holy Scriptures, the rules and 
practice of holy living, and the regulations and discipline 
of the Churcli was combined an experience of nearly twenty 
years, employed in the various duties of the Christian 
ministry, pursued with indefatigable courage and industry ; 
and God had crowned these qualifications with the gift of 
utterance and the power of touching the heart. But his 
deep humility had closed his eyes to these evident marks of 
a vocation, for which those who knew him could not doubt 
his fitness. 

While considering the offer of the Cardinal, his mind 
became more and more agitated by conflicting thoughts. 
On the one hand, he feared lest he should be resisting the 
order of God*s Providence ; on the other, the heavy burdens, 
the unceasing cares, the extraordinary requirements, the 
overwhelming responsibilities, and the alarming dangers of 
the Episcopal office, arrayed themselves before his mind in 
startling magnitude. With his lowly ideas of himself, his 
humility was pained when he considered the dignity and 
exaltation of succeeding to the office of the holy apostles 
of Jesus Christ, — to be invested with their power and 
authority, to be a ruler and governor in Christ's household, 
and to be entrusted with the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. And if the honour were great, the duty and re- 
sponsibility of such a position appeared to him to be for- 
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midable indeed. " To be charged with the Lord*s people, to 
have to answer for them before God at the last great day 
(for the Bishop is he of whom St. Paul says, — * The Lord 
will require an account of the souls over whom they rule 
and watch,* — Heb. xiii. 17); and as Jacob kept the sheep 
of Laban, so do the Chief Shepherds keep the sheep of 
Christ ; and as Jacob had to answer for every sheep that 
was stolen and for every lamb that was torn by a wild beast, 
so they too will be held answerable, if by their fault one of 
Christ's sheep perish. And this care and watching cost 
Jacob much pain. * In the day the drought consumed me,' 
said he to Laban, * and the frost by night, and my sleep 
departed from mine eyes ;' and what anxious days, what 
sleepless nights, must that faithful shepherd endure, who, 
knowing the nature and extent of his pastoral office, devotes 
his life and powers in the spirit of willing sacrifice to fulfil 
it. And a good Bishop must indeed be prepared for a life 
of heavy care, of weary watching, of unceasing labour, to 
guide the wayward, to restrain the wandering, to seek the 
lost. What depth of love must he bring to such a task ! 
what patience ! what gentleness ! How large a measure of 
the Spirit of his Heavenly Master must fill the soul of him 
who would venture upon such an occupation ! And how 
awful to contemplate what the result must be if patience 
should fail, love grow cold, and if other aims and objects 
should divide the attention. Will Christ easily lose those 
for whom He gave His precious blood, the souls so dear to 
God ? and will not His anger bum when at the last great 
day it shall appear that through the carelessness of those 
who ruled His household, and their love for temporal things, 
so many souls have perished, who, had they been carefully 
tended, might have shone as the stars in heaven. And what 
hope can they have of sharing the glories of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, by whose negligence there has been less joy in 
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heaven, because sinners have not been converted, God not 
glorified, the people not instructed, and heaven not filled ? 
In that great day, when pastor and flock shall together ap- 
pear before the judgment seat, how will the careless shepherd 
bear to hear the reproach of Him who gave His life for the 
sheep, when, finding so many wanting. He shall say in the 
prophet's language, * Where is the flock that was given thee, 
thy beautiful flock ?' " (Jer. xiii. 20.) 

Well might such thoughts as these fill the soul of Pavilion 
with fear and dread, and the more he pondered them, the 
more he felt convinced of his insufficiency for the Episcopal 
office ; but on the other hand, the fear of resisting the order 
of God constrained him to follow the advice of the Cardinal 
to seek the cpunsel of his friends. He brought the subject 
before M. Vii^cent, his director, and some others in whom 
he had confidence. He fully opened to them his mind, and 
explained all the reasons which inclined him to refuse the 
Cardinal's offer, and which, he told them, grew in strength 
the more he reflected upon the magnitude and importance 
of the duties of the Episcopate, and the multitude of cares 
and business which fell to the lot of a bishop. His friends 
were unanimously opposed to the resolution he had taken, 
and they all urged him to accept a vocation for which his 
qualifications were so evident. Their entreaties had no 
effect, and he remained still undetermined. The time which 
the Cardinal had given for consideration had now nearly 
elapsed, when M. Vincent determined to make one more 
effort to bring him to a different mind. From his intimate 
knowledge of M. Pavilion, he felt deeply of what importance 
it was to the Church that this opportunity of obtaining such 
a man for one of her bishops should not be lost. He sought 
him', he reasoned with him, he reminded him of the serious 
consequences that might ensue from his refusal. "I will 
raise my voice against you in the day of judgment," said 

c 



1 8 NICHOLAS PA\TLLON. 



'* ^i-ith the souls of the diocese of Alet, who will jjerish for 
lack of that instruction which you refuse to give them. It 
is to this remote country and its rugged hills that a true 
zeal for the house of God and the welfare of his creatures 
ought to take you, I know that you possess sufficient 
ability to rescue these poor ignorant and abandoned people 
from their depth of ignorance, and you ought to hope that 
God, who calls you to this work, will supply you with all 
that is wanting, in order that you may accomplish His will." 
M, Pavilion was deeply agitated, and eventually his resolu- 
tion gave way binder the conviction that the will of God 
called him to the Bishopric of Alet 

At this time a circumstance took place at Alet which ap- 
peared to indicate in a somewhat striking manner that the 
choice which had fallen upon M. Pavilion to fill its vacant 
see was in accordance with the Divine will The occurrence 
was the sudden conversion of the wife of one of its chief 
magistrates. Deeply touched by God, she felt greatly the 
necessity of some spiritual guide and counsellor in whom 
she could have confidence, to lead her in the path on which 
she had just entered, and it is an indication of the spiritual 
destitution of the town of Alet at that time that none such 
could be found. She continued to pour out her heart in 
earnest prayer to God, -that it would please Him to send her 
such a guide. Suddenly her mind became impressed with 
the idea that the successor to the Bishop wJio had just died 
was the person whom God had accorded to her prayers. 
On relating this circumstance afterwards, she declared that 
so vivid was the impression upon her mind that she could 
not doubt that God was the author of it, as the event proved. 
It was this pious lady who afterwards rendered such valuable 
assistance to the good Bishop, her director, and whom he 
selected to establish the community of Regents, whose 
missionary labours in the diocese of Alet were so greatly 
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blessed, and of which there will be occasion to speak here- 
after. Under his direction also she became one of the chief 
benefactresses to the sick poor of Alet. She continued 
these labours until her death, which followed shortly after 
that of the good Bishop, her director, whom she had ob- 
tained by so many prayers. 

M. Pavilion, believing that God had called him to the 
Episcopate, presented himself again to Cardinal Richlieu, 
and informed him of his submission to the counsels of his 
friends. The Cardinal, who received him with great kind- 
ness, testified his satisfaction at the result, and at once 
ordered the necessary documents to be prepared which nomi- 
nated him to the vacant see. But no sooner had M. Pavilion 
received his nomination than all his doubts and fears re- 
turned with redoubled force ; he fell into a state of deep 
melancholy, his mind became seized with a terror which 
quite incapacitated him from any application, food was dis- 
tasteful to him, and sleep forsook him. His body, reduced 
by want of nourishment and rest, grew daily weaker and 
weaker, and his friends became seriously apprehensive that 
he would lose not only his health but his life also. The 
chief ground of his alarm, which had reduced him to this 
pitiable state, was the feeHng of his incapacity, — it filled his 
whole mind and weighed him down. He condemned him- 
self bitterly for having brought upon himself so heavy 
a burden. Under the pressure of this feeling his imagina- 
tion pictured to him the most alarming objects. He beheld 
himself consigned, together with his flock, to the place of 
torment ; he thought he heard their cries calling down 
vengeance from God upon him who, by his temerity in un- 
dertaking to be their conductor, had brought them there. 
The presence of M. Vincent and his other friends was 
insupportable to him ; he could not see them withr 
trembling, and he afterwards declared that the effect i 

c 2 
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his mind which seeing tjiem produced was as if he beheld 
an apparition of demons. He considered them as the sad 
cause of an engagement which he believed would result 
fatally for his salvation, and not his only, but also for the 
souls of those for whom he had become responsible to God. 
He remained in this distressing state for about three months. 
Alluding to what he had undergone in after life, he has re- 
marked, that these kinds of trials and sufferings are incom- 
prehensible except to those who have experienced them. 
Meanwhile, those means which seemed proper to be taken 
for the recovery of his health were not neglected. He 
sought some change of air and scene, and made various 
pilgrimages to places which had been in former times the 
resort and abode of holy persons. Thus occupied, while 
one day he was engaged in prayer, imploring relief from the 
heavy pressure and despondency under which he suffered, 
in a moment the succour he so earnestly besought arrived. 
The clouds which enveloped his soul suddenly dispersed, 
his troubles ceased, his heart dilated, and the sweetest peace 
succeeded in an instant to the terror and alarm which had 
so long oppressed him. He could now say, from a very 
blessed experience, " I sought the Lord and He heard me, ' 
and dehvered me- from all my fears." (Psalm xxxiv. 4.) 
This happy moment terminated all his doubts ; they never 
returned, and he could say, at the close of a long and useful 
life, that since this happy termination of his pains he has 
never afterwards suffered the least inquietude respecting his 
engagement, and that under the heaviest crosses of his 
Episcopal career the courage and fortitude which God gave 
him never deserted him. Being delivered from this severe 
dispensation, which it pleased God to send to him, in 
common with many of his most faithful servants, to prove 
. them and purify them, he left his mother's house, where up 
to this period he had resided, for that of St. Lazarre, in 
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order to prepare himself for his consecration. In conse- 
quence of the misunderstanding that existed at this time 
between the Courts of Rome and France, two years elapsed 
before the Bulls necessary for this purpose could be ob- 
tained, and this period of waiting, M. Pavilion devoted to 
prayer and study, in order to prepare himself to break the 
bread of God's holy word to the people whom God was 
confiding to his care. 

It was not, however, the will of God that these two years 
should be passed by M. Pavilion wholly in solitude and in- 
activity. He had a work for him to do among the retinue 
of the Court, and the way in which he was led to it was as 
follows : Cardinal Richlieu, having requested M. Vincent to 
send some of his spiritual workers on a mission to the 
neighbourhood of one of his residences, also expressed 
a wish that M. Pavilion should be one of the number. 
M. Vincent complied. The success which attended these 
efforts reached the ears of the King, who desired a similar 
mission should be undertaken at St. Germains, where the 
Court resided during a portion of the year. The excellent 
discourses of M. Pavilion, and the power and effect of his 
preaching, had been reported to the King, and at his desire 
he accompanied this mission to St. Germains, and preached 
several sermons before the Court, at which the King was 
present. Such was the force of his appeals and such the 
clearness with which he held before his auditors a view of 
the Christian life, that the hardest hearts appeared to be 
softened, and many persons were sincerely converted to 
God. Several of the ladies of the Court in the retinue of 
the Queen renounced their vain amusements, laid aside the 
immodest style of dress which fashion had introduced, and 
gave up their worldly entertainments. Several devoted 
themselves to works of Christian usefulness, and entered 
the institution of the " Ladies of Charity," which had been 
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previously founded at St. Germains, and occupied them- 
selves in visiting and relieving the sick poor. But this work 
of God among the gay followers of the Court was not 
destined to be exempt from the opposition which all efforts 
for His glory in the salvation of sinners has to encounter 
from the enemy of souls. Offended with the change in the 
life and occupations of their former gay associates, some of 
the courtiers represented to the King that it was very 
hazardous for the health of the Queen that her ladies should 
expose themselves, by their visits to the poor, to an atmo- 
sphere infected by disease. The Queen, however, little 
moved with this pretended danger, expressed to the King 
her entire satisfaction in the change which had taken place 
in the ladies of her Court, and spoke in high terms of 
M. Pavilion, upon whom those who were offended at his 
preaching had heaped reproaches. She gave him her entire 
confidence, and thus endeavoured to sustain while in its 
infancy the good work which he had effected. But the 
enemies of religion, who were scandalized by the reformed 
lives of their companions, were exasperated when they found 
their endeavours to frustrate this new movement had failed, 
and sought by calumnies to revenge themselves upon the 
author of it. M. Pavilion, filled with zeal for the salvation 
of sinners, and also for their edification and instruction in 
the Christian life, adapted his discourses to the state and 
social position of his hearers. Among these, attached to 
the Court, were many officers and soldiers, and he en- 
deavoured to give them some Christian counsel as to the 
duties of their station. He denounced the corruption which 
prevailed in many who held responsible positions, and espe- 
cially of the extortions which were commonly practised by 
officers in the army. Such teaching offered a sufficient 
handle to the enemies of order to misrepresent him to the 
King. They accused him of teaching sedition, and gained 
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over the soldiers, to whom he had quoted the words of the 
Baptist "to be content with their wages," to complain to 
the King of his instructions, which, if they foRowed, would 
cause them, they said, to quit the service of his majesty, as 
affording them an insufficient sum for their subsistence. 
Alarmed by their accusations, the King spoke to M. Pa- 
vilion, who drew up a statement of his doctrine, and prayed 
that it might be submitted to the doctors of the Sorbonne 
for their examination. They gave it their entire approval, 
and M. Pavilion continued to enjoy the favour and confi- 
dence of his majesty. So great was the esteem of the King 
for him that, imagining one of his reasons for not wishing 
to accept the bishopric of Alet was its poverty and remote- 
ness, and being desirous of having so worthy a man near 
his Court, he offered him the rich see of Auxerre instead, 
which had just then fallen vacant. But it was the will of 
God that His faithful servant should be a bright example of 
the inviolable attachment to the rules of the Church incum- 
bent on all her pastors. Thanking the King for this new 
mark of his favour, he declined it, saying that he was no 
longer free to exercise any choice ; that he was no longer 
his own, since he had been given to the Church of Alet ; 
and that from the moment that the King had judged him 
necessary for the welfare of that diocese it was not permitted 
him to abandon it 




CHAPTER III. 

His consecration — holds an Ordination — his thoughts on Ordination — leaves 
Paris for his diocese — journey — arrival at Alet — description of the scenery of 
Alet — state of the town of Alet and the Episcopal residence — ^the Cathedral— 
the previous bishop a layman — immoral state of the clergy — spiritual destitu- 
tion of the people. 

HE necessary documents for the appointment of 
M. Pavilion to the see of Alet having at length 
arrived from Rome, he was consecrated in the 
Church of St. Lazarre, upon the Sunday in the 
Octave of the Assumption, in the year 1639, by the Arch- 
bishop of Paris, assisted by the Bishops of Lisieux and 
Bazas. Eager to commence the new work to which God 
had called him, he instantly began to make preparations for 
his departure, but some unforeseen obstacles preventing this 
from taking place so soon as he had wished, the Archbishop 
of Paris took advantage of the delay to request M. Pavilion 
to hold an ordination at the Ember term just approaching, 
and to give a preparatory course of lectures at St. Lazarre 
to the candidates for ordination. The idea of lending his 
holy office to confer orders upon so many persons who 
were quite unknown to him pained him exceedingly. In 
obedience, however, to the request of the Archbishop, he 
gave instructions to the candidates, and exerted himself to 
the very utmost of his power to impress them with a true 
sense of the high and holy character of the ministerial office, 
of its dangers and responsibilities. But this ordination was 
ever afterwards a source of deep inquietude to M. Pavilion ; 
he never remembered it without a sigh, for experience had 
convinced him that many who enter Holy Orders do not 
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possess those qualifications and dispositions of soul which 
God requires of those whom He " separates from the con- 
gregation to bring near to Himself to do the service of the 
tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before the congregation 
to minister to them." (Numbers xvi. 9.) For they who are 
to teach holiness must themselves be holy ; they who are 
required to lead the people to the attainment of Christian 
perfection must themselves be perfect, or at least have made 
some progress in the knowledge and practise of the perfect 
way ; and he felt persuaded that nothing short of an ab- 
solute and entire consecration to God for this service of all 
the powers of body, soul, and spirit, a single eye and aim 
for the glory of God, an ardent zeal for the enlargement of 
the kingdom of our Blessed Redeemer by the conversion 
of sinners, and of the glory and adornment of it by the 
perfection of His saints, can alone truly qualify for the 
office of the Christian ministry. He conceived it to be no 
light fault to have disregarded the injunction of the holy 
Apostle to Timothy, "To lay hands suddenly on no man" 
(i Tim. v. 22) ; and of this he felt himself to be guilty by 
having performed this solemn ordination upon those whom 
neither he nor their diocesan had proved to be duly qualified 
to receive it. This circumstance led him to make a rule 
henceforth never to ordain priests except for his own diocese, 
and then only after careful investigation as to their fitness 
for this vocation. 

As soon as this ordination was over M. Pavilion lost no 
time in preparing for his departure. In the absence of the 
King, he took leave of the Queen, by whom he was received 
with kindness and confidence, and at her request he gave 
his benediction to the Dauphin, who was present at the 
interview. She promised him her protection, and the events 
of the future proved that these promises were sincere. He 
left Paris on the 8th of October, firmly resolved never to 
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return, A man so beloved by his relatives and friends could 
not leave them for ever without causing grief ; they were in 
tears ; his mother alone appeared unmoved, for although 
she loved him tenderly, it gave her joy she confessed to see 
her son go where duty called him and where God required 
him. The King was at this time at Lyons; M. Pavilion 
took the route which led through that city, and there took 
the oath of fidelity to his majesty. He was there coun- 
selled by several bishops who were staying there at that 
time to send the act of his oath to Paris to be registered, as 
such a proceeding would relieve him from any claim that 
the Crown might otherwise make upon his revenues in virtue 
of the right of Regale. He replied that such a formality 
appeared to him unnecessary, the bishops of Languedoc 
never having been subject to this law. He did not, there- 
fore, follow their advice, and we shall see in the sequel how 
much pain and trouble resulted to him in consequence. 

From Lyons the Bishop of Alet proceeded to Carcasonne, 
where he arrived on the 30th October, and on the following 
day entered Comavel, the first parish in the Bishopric of 
Alet. No sooner had he crossed the little bridge which 
separates Comavel from Narbonne, and had set his foot for 
the first time upon the soil of his territory than he knelt 
down upon the ground and prayed to God to bless his 
entrance into his diocese. His attendants knelt down with 
him, and having occupied some time in prayer, they con- 
tinued their journey, reciting psalms all the way, until they 
reached the town of Comavel, where they rested, and kept 
the festival of All Saints in a castle belonging to the 
bishopric. 

The joumey from Paris to Alet occupied three weeks. 
The good bishop and his attendants formed a little family, 
bound to each other by the tie of Christian love, and 
animated with one common aim and interest. Never was 
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journey more edifying. Every day they received together 
the Holy Sacrament ; every day they assembled together for 
morning and evening prayer followed by some spiritual dis- 
course. The first thing they did on arriving at any town or 
village where they proposed to sleep was to proceed to the 
church, and there spend some time in prayer. AVherever 
they went the good bishop distributed alms, catechised the 
children, and gave religious instruction to all who came to 
him. Everywhere he was received with the greatest respect. 
At Nismes especially, the regularity and devotion of his 
conduct attracted great attention, and the Huguenots who 
occupied the inn where he lodged confessed openly that if 
all bishops were like him they would not be long in return- 
ing to the Catholic Church. The proprietor of the inn, who 
was also a Huguenot, said, on being asked to present his 
bill, that if he received nothing he should consider himself 
well paid by the edification which he and his household had 
received from such a guest as the Bishop of Alet. 

On the 3rd of November they left Comavel for the little 
town of Alet, and shortly came in view of a wild and moun- 
tainous country, increasing in grandeur and sublimity as it 
extended upwards into the great Pyrenean chain, which 
forms the natural boundary between the two countries of 
France and Spain. As the good bishop gazed upon the 
physical aspect of his diocese, and beheld a wild and rugged 
mountain district, rising peak above peak, — those most 
elevated in the distance, — white with the previous winter's 
snow ; and as he observed the nature of the country into 
which he was entering, and the roads along which they must 
pass, winding round precipitous rocks, which the least timid 
could not contemplate without some degree of alarm, he 
became silent and thoughtful. The aspect of Nature around 
him operated upon his mind and deeply affected him. 
A holy serenity was observed to overspread his countenan' 
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"This," said he, quoting the 132nd Psalm, "This shall be 
my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have a delight 
therein." And during the rest of the journey, until they 
reached the town of Alet, this psalm entirely occupied his 
mind ; and he has since declared that during the time that 
he was meditating upon it as he journeyed along, he felt 
within his soul a fresh effusion of light and grace at every 
verse of it, which filled him with joy and consolation, and 
enabled him to appropriate by faith the blessed verities it 
expressed, and to have confidence that they would be ac- 
complished in him. He also added, that from that day 
forward his soul had dwelt in a state of tranquil peace, which 
no moment of weariness had ever altered, and the only fear 
he had since experienced, was that of being obliged at any 
time to separate from his church of Alet. 

After contemplating the grander features of this moun- 
tainous district, its softer beauties, as they approached the 
town of Alet, became more apparent. A traveller who 
visited that town, though, indeed, after the labour of years 
had wrought a change on the physical as well as the spiritual 
aspect of the country, thus describes his impressions : — 

" On drawing near to Alet we were much struck with the 
variety of the prospects. The beauty and richness of the 
scenery bordering on the Pyrenees, together with the endless 
change of landscape, is beyond description. Sometimes the 
mountains rise in gentle slopes, covered with green herbage, 
and innumerable herds and flocks feed on their sides. In 
other places the mountains were wild and rocky, but covered 
with orange trees in full blossom, together with olive, citron, 
myrtle, arbutus, and innumerable other trees, exhibiting the 
richest variety of flower, odour, and foliage. Frequently the 
steep precipices were clothed with thick wood, down to the 
very foot of the mountains ; at others a bold front of rock 
would appear, enriched with lichens of every diff'erent tint, 
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and ornamented with elegant festoons of creeping shrubs, or 
with the wild flowers of the soil, which are very luxuriant 
and beautiful. We often saw wild goats browsing in the 
most inaccessible places, and amused ourselves in watching 
them skip from rock to rock. 

" The ride from Limoux to Alet lies through one of the 
most beautiful and picturesque countries I ever beheld. 
The ground is beautifully diversified with green hills and 
fertile dales, with cornfields and cottages. We rode many 
miles through vineyards, and groves of pomegranate, olive, 
and oderiferous orange trees ; the air was in many places 
quite perfumed with their fragrance. The peasants' cottages, 
too, are remarkably pretty. They are generally white, and 
were either covered with roses and woodbine, or with jessa- 
mine and myrtle in full blossom. 

" The entrance to Alet is through a defile of rocks, though 
not very narrow ; it is difficult to pass, because the whole 
width is occupied by a rapid river. The defile winds be- 
tween the rocks for a full half-league. The pass is fearful. 
At the termination of the passage the rocks suddenly expand, 
forming a grand and vast amphitheatre, covered with forests. 
In the bottom is an extensive and fertile plain, watered by 
the river Aude, and full of herds and flocks. Immediately 
in front, about the centre of the valley, appears the noble 
archiepiscopal palace of Alet. The town itself is incon- 
siderable. The appearance, however, of the palace is truly 
magnificent, both in point of size and antiquity ; it was 
built by the ancient Abbots, and is surrounded by very ex- 
tensive but old-fashioned gardens. In one of them is a noble 
raised terrace, which commands the whole course of the 
Aude through the town. The whole appearance of the 
palace, rising in the midst of its double terraces and gardens, 
with the magnificent double avenues to every entrance, and 
a noble stone bridge thrown over the Aude, render the 
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approach to Alet very striking; the first view, however, 
comprises the whole of the objects which are worth seeing." 

Of the spiritual aspect of the diocese of Alet at the period 
of the bishop's arrival, it would be difficult to convey an 
adequate idea. The ignorance and demoralization of the 
clergy, as well as of the inhabitants, which was a natural 
consequence, was dreadful to contemplate, and it would 
have been impossible for M. d*Alet to have beheld the 
moral wilderness which he was sent to cultivate, and of 
which the wild country around him seemed only too true 
an emblem, without being struck with dismay, unless sus- 
tained by a great faith and a very uncommon devotion. 

The episcopal town, which was then much smaller than 
at the present day, was in such a dilapidated condition 
that one of the bishop's friends, passing through it on his 
return from Catalonia and purposing to take up his quarters 
there for the night, was so alarmed at its ruinous aspect, 
and at the extraordinary appearance it presented, that he 
hastened through it as quickly as possible, apprehensive of 
being buried beneath the ruins of the houses which on all 
sides appeared ready to fall upon him. The episcopal 
palace was also in so ruinous a condition as to be quite 
uninhabitable. M. d'Alet's predecessors having been accus- 
tomed to reside at the more agreeably situated Chateau de 
Cornavel, had neglected to keep the episcopal residence in 
repair, and had suffered it to fall into decay. The rain 
came through in several places, the walls had thus become 
much injured, and with the continual damp the planks had 
rotted away. Such was the condition of the Bishop's resi- 
dence when M. d'Alet made his appearance before it, and 
it was with great difficulty that his attendants could find a 
room that was in any degree fit to receive his bed. The 
parishes of the diocese exhibited the same melancholy 
picture of ruin. The cathedral was no exception to this 
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general state of neglect and decay. This ancient church 
had been partially destroyed by the Huguenots during the 
period of their contest with the Catholics, when they seized 
the town of Alet, and it had anciently been used as a refec- 
tory by the Benedictines, who held it in possession when 
Pope John XXII. erected Alet into a bishopric at the com- 
mencement of the fourteenth century. The condition in 
which M. d'Alet found it was wretched in the extreme. 
The bare soil formed the floor of the nave, and it was so 
full of filth and excrement as to be unendurable. The 
choir was separated from this part of the cathedral by a 
platform of rotten planks in a dilapidated condition; be- 
neath were two unseemly altars, and a simple table served 
for the grand altar. The sacristy was so poorly provided 
with the necessary furniture for the decent celebration of 
the Holy Mysteries, that there were only two articles in it 
of any value. No order was observed by the people in 
the House dedicated to the worship of God, they placed 
themselves promiscuously here and there, having nothing to 
sit upon except some old pieces of wood which served for 
steps to ascend into the episcopal chair. 

With regard to spiritual matters the state of things which 
prevailed on the arrival of M. d'Alet was equally deplorable. 
For nearly a century this bishopric had been held by five 
or six prelates as if in Commendam, It was only in the 
year 1622, after the spoliation of the town of Alet by the 
Huguenots, who kept possession of it for a period of ten 
or twelve years, that M. Polverel, a gentleman of Auvergne, 
was nominated to this see. He had the reputation of being 
a pious and learned man, but died before the necessary 
preparations could be made for his installation. His 
brother, who was at that time a cavalry officer, an ignorant 
man, of immoral character and destitute of any learning or 
ability, and who had done some service for the Crown, was 
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advised to apply for the vacant bishopric as a recompense 
for his services. He did so, and some idea may be formed 
of the fearful abuses prevalent in that day in France during 
the reign of Louis XIII. by the fact that such an applica- 
tion should be successful. The bishopric of Alet was 
conferred upon this man in the year 1622, and he kept pos- 
session of it until his death, which took place in the year 
1637. During the fifteen years of his episcopate his 
manner of life was very much the same as before he entered 
upon it. With the revenues of the see he purchased the 
appointment of Almoner to Queen Mary de Medecis, and 
also that of Chapel Master to the King. When not at 
Court he resided chiefly at the Chateau de Comavel, in 
company with a female whom he had fonnerly seduced, and 
by whom he had several children, two of whom he publicly 
acknowledged and provided with the best benefices in the 
diocese. He went so far as to give two or three of the 
most valuable livings to one of his nieces, who received the 
revenues and engaged hired priests to perform the duties. 

When he visited the cathedral town of Alet, it was his 
custom to amuse himself by seeing the people dance in the 
market-place, and on the day of the Assumption, which was 
the grand festival of the cathedral, dancing went on in the 
Bishop's residence and was continued during the eight days, 
of the festival. 

The clergy of the diocese were equally as depraved as 
their superior, whose evil example they readily followed, 
and in the dances and other amusements that were set on 
foot they took the leading part. The greater portion of 
their time was spent in hunting the wild boar, and the rest 
of it in the practice of every kind of debauchery. It was 
in this manner that the canons and prebendaries of St. 
Paul consumed the revenues of their cures by virtue of an 
" indulgence" which they had obtained from Rome. 
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During the latter years of the life of M. Polverel, though, 
unhappily, no attempt was made at refonnation, there were 
moments in which his conscience troubled him, when he 
reflected upon his own irregularities, and the dissolute lives 
of his clergy ; and from some presentiment, arising, it may 
be, from a desire for better things, he often told them that 
the bishop who would succeed him would bring them to 
order and reform their abuses. After his decease, when 
they heard that M. d'Alet had been appointed his successor, 
they perceived he had spoken prophetically ; and when in- 
formed of the self-denying life and devoted piety of the new 
bishop who was coming to rule them they were struck with 
consternation, and, with a view to self-protection, they all 
combined together to oppose him; and some idea may be 
formed of the gross ignorance and superstition in which they 
were sunk, by the fact of their uniting in a vow which they 
made to the Blessed Virgin to obtain her protection against 
their new bishop. In a picture which they caused to be 
painted, they are represented as prostrate at her feet, clothed 
in their surplices, with a passage of Scripture issuing from 
their mouths expressive of the intention of their vow. 

From this brief description, an idea may be formed of 
the lamentable condition of the diocese of Alet at this period. 
For a great number of years there had been no resident 
bishop. The clergy, left to themselves, had gradually lapsed 
into indifference and worldliness, which led to ignorance and 
superstition. The glad tidings of a full and free salvation 
by faith in a crucified Redeemer was no longer heard. The 
Gospel ceased to be preached to the people ; they neither 
heard it in exhortations from the pulpit, nor saw it exem- 
plified in the far more effectual example of holy living in 
those whom God had appointed for their leaders and 
teachers ; and what wonder if, as sheep without a shepherd, 
they strayed away and were lost upon the dark mountains 
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of sin and unbelief ; what wonder that a spiritual blight 
should creep over them and make itself apparent even in 
the fields they cultivated and the tenements in which they 
dwelt, so that at length, both in temporal and spiritual 
matters, this neglected diocese should exhibit a picture of 
ruin, desolation, and decay. 

Such, then, was the state of things when M. Pavilion and 
his little company entered the town of Alet on the evening 
of the 3rd of November, 1639. It was a cold and dreary 
period of the year ; everything was desolate and depressing 
around. There were no kindred souls to come forward and 
greet them on their arrival with words of welcome, and to 
lighten their labours by their affection and sympathy. The 
aspect of gloom and despondency which the town of Alet 
wore was well calculated to daunt the stoutest heart. But 
this servant of God, who soon perceived into what a spiritual 
wilderness he had entered, and the magnitude of the work 
to which God had called him, accepted it all from His hand 
with the meekness of a true disciple of Christ. It was 
enough for him that it was the will of Cjod, and, in the 
strong undoubting faith expressed in the words of the holy 
apostle, " I can do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me," resolved, in the strength of his Divine Master, to 
bear all, and suffer all, and to devote his life and energies in 
the accomplishment of the task that lay before him. How 
nobly and effectually this work was fulfilled ; how, by the 
grace of God, the victory was gained ; and how, before His 
faithful servant had finished his course, this waste and deso- 
late wilderness was converted into a happy smiHng Eden, 
it will be our endeavour to lay before our readers in the fol- 
lowing chapters. 




CHAPTER IV. 

The Bishop fixes his residence in the centre of his work — receives the visits of 
the clergy— establishes fortnightly conferences — ^inspection of the diocese — 
sensitiveness of the people — commences a work of reformation first among 
the clergy — —establishes a system for the religious instruction of the people 
.ii-.introduces Church discipline — Jesuit helpers — public penance — its eflect— 
absolution — oppostion of the Jesuits — which leads to a permanent estrange- 
ment. 

D'ALET'S first proceeding on commencing the 
work of reformation was to fix his residence 
at Alet, in the centre of his work ; and this he 
, did in spite of the remonstrances which were 
made to him that the house was not fit to be inhabited, 
justifpng his choice by saying that he had come among 
them not for his own pleasure but for their good, and it 
would not be just to them if, in order to find a residence 
more comfortable and commodious, he were to go and seek 
it at the confines of the diocese. He decided, therefore, 
against ever taking up his abode, as his predecessors had 
done, in the Chateau de Comavel. It was necessary, how- 
ever, to put the house in Alet in some sort of repair ; and 
as soon as this was accomplished, M. d*Alet's first care was 
to lodge the ecclesiastics who had accompanied him from 
Paris in the best rooms on the second story. In those on 
the third story, which contained a species of corridor, he 
lodged his domestics, taking care that each of them had 
a separate chamber. His last thought was for himself, and 
he was content with one of the meanest apartments upon 
the same landing, no larger than the cell of a monastery. 
He furnished it very simply, — a table, a reading desk, some 
bookshelves, and a few joint stools comprising all. This 
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little room, which had no firegrate, he occupied for several 
years, until, at the rebuilding and restoration of the episcopal 
residence, he was urged to descend from a place which was 
no better than a garret, to occupy an apartment in the lower 
part of the building, if it were only to relieve the numbers 
that visited him from the labour of mounting so high. 

A few days after the arrival of M. d'Alet, he was visited 
by all the clergy of the diocese. The report which had 
reached them of his holy life and character had so far affected 
them, that, out of fear lest he should act towaids them with 
severity, they had begun, to some extent, to reform their 
way of life, and desisted from their more scandalous prac- 
tices. M. d'Alet was informed of this, and when they en- 
tered his presence, instead of the sternness and severity they 
expected, they were received with so much kindness by the 
good bishop, and with such cordiality and politeness that 
they were delighted ; their feelings towards him underwent 
a change, and from that moment they were disposed to enter 
into the views which he presented to them for the well-being 
of the diocese, saying to them, that, being ministers of Jesus 
Christ, he trusted that they would give their hearty co- 
operation to their bishop in the ministry with which he was 
charged. 

Two formidable obstacles opposed at the outset any en- 
deavour for reformation, and these M. d'Alet had first to 
encounter, namely, the ignorance of the clergy, and their 
demoralization, which was the effect of it. The plan which 
M. d'Alet adopted to overcome the first of these obstacles 
was to establish conferences in various localities for the in- 
struction of the clergy. With this object in view, he visited 
the whole of the diocese, and made himself acquainted with 
the position and natural character of every parish it con- 
tained. This being done, he adopted a system of organi- 
zation, and portioned out the diocese into six divisions, in 
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each of which he instituted conferences, which were held 
fortnightly, and at which all the clergy were requested to be 
present. At these meetings, which occupied two hours at 
a sitting, the following were the subjects selected for teach- 
ing and instruction, viz., the first principles of the doctrine 
of Christ ; the principal mysteries of the Christian religion ; 
the Sacraments ; the order of the daily morning and evening 
prayer of the Church ; the various services of the Church ; 
and the duty incumbent upon the people to be regular in 
their attendance upon them ; the duties and responsibilities 
of the clergy ; the duties of parents towards their children 
and domestics ; the commandments of God ; and of Church 
authority. All these subjects were treated in the form of 
a catechism, and by means of easy and familiar conver- 
sation, in so plain and simple a manner, as to be within the 
comprehension of the most illiterate. At the termina'tion of 
each meeting, instructions were given upon the rubrics, after 
which the clergy present were exercised in the ceremonies 
of the Church, in order that they might be able to celebrate 
the Holy Mysteries with dignity and solemnity. Opposed 
as these men were to all order and constraint, there was not 
one of them who ventured to absent himself from these con- 
ferences, for, notwithstanding the natural kindness of their 
prelate, and his gentleness of manner towards them, they 
could not fail to perceive in him so much firmness and de- 
termination of purpose, that they feared the consequences 
of any opposition to his will. It was also an assistance to 
M. d'Alet that the natural genius of the race inhabiting the 
mountainous district of Alet was favourable to the advance- 
ment of the good work. The people inhabiting these 
mountain regions are possessed of a natural quickness of 
apprehension and mental activity, and keenly sensitive to 
the reproach of ignorance. Consequently, the clergy, find- 
ing their bishop to be a learned man and determined to 
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have the people Veil instmcted, made extraoidiiiaiy effbits 
to render themselves capable of assisting him in this mider- 
taking. They commenced to catechise the people, to preach 
to them carefully prepared sermons, to keep fiuthfiiUj the 
Sundays and festivals, and, by a laudable emulation, each 
endeavoured to surpass his other brethren in the ministry 
by attention to the duties of the ministerial oflSce, in order 
to win the esteem of their prelate, and to avoid the reproach 
of ignorance and n^lect 

When M. d'Alet commenced his work of reform, the diocese 
of Alet resembled a wild, uncultivated forest ; trees of huge 
growth required to be cut down, the tangled underwood of 
briers and thorns cleared away, and the soil prepared for 
the sowing. At the outset, M. d'Alet had but three fellow- 
labourers to assist him in this great and laborious under- 
taking, namely, M. Pelissier, his almoner, whom he had 
brought from the seminary of St Nicholas de Chardonnet, 
and three other priests, members of the congregation of the 
"Mission," whom he had likewise engaged to accompany 
him, with the intention of using their services in establishing 
a seminary at Alet for the instruction and training of clergy 
for the diocese. These three missionaries remained with 
him but two years. M. d'Alet found them to be less en- 
lightened than pious, and consequentiy more suited to follow 
the rules and observances prescribed by their community, 
than to give solid instruction to the inhabitants of a country 
parish. He accordingly wrote to M. Vincent on the subject, 
who recalled them to St Lazarre. This experience decided 
M. d*Alet to avoid selecting, for the future, members of a re- 
ligious order to co-operate with him in the work of the 
diocese. He discovered that men who had taken vows, and 
were subject to the observance of the rules of a community, 
were apt to work more for the advancement and prosperity 
of their order than for the general good of the public. Such 
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persons were unable to enter into the large and compre- 
hensive views of the good bishop, and he consequently 
determined to associate with himself for the reformation of 
the diocese and instruction of the people unfettered men, 
who could work with the freedom of Christian liberty, and 
who he believed would be better suited for evangelizing an 
ignorant and neglected population, than men subject to the 
narrowing influence of vows and rules which, though good 
in themselves and useful to the individuals who observed 
them, were not always suited for the active life of a parish 
priest and pastor of a rural congregation. To the numerous 
bishops who subsequently consulted M. d'Alet on this sub- 
ject, he always gave like counsel, advising them to give the 
direction of their seminaries to men free from engagements, 
in preference to those members of religious communities, 
who would be more apt to diffuse their own particular ideas 
than enter into those of a bisliop, who should always be the 
chief head and ruler of his seminaries. 

In a short time the conferences which M. d'Alet had 
established in his diocese began to be attended with ex- 
cellent results, and, in order to render them more useful to 
his clergy and more productive of good to his people, he 
drew up a short " Epitome of Christian doctrine," which he 
caused to be printed and distributed among his clergy, to- 
gether with another little work which he composed for their 
benefit, entitled " Christian Exercises," both of which he 
subsequently distributed among the people, in order that 
they might have before their eyes, in a more extended form, 
the various points of Christian practice which they heard 
explained to them from the pulpit. He also instituted 
a system of pastoral visits to every family in the diocese, 
by which means he got to know whether the duty of morn- 
ing and evening prayer was being regularly practised, and 
the rules of a Christian life duly observed, which were set 
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before them in the " Christian Exercises." By these means, 
combined with great gentleness and vigilance, the good 
bishop had the consolation of leading back great numbers 
of these wandering sheep into the fold of the Good Shepherd. 
But to the incorrigible and hardened sinners, upon whom he 
could make no impression, whom his love and gentleness 
would not melt, and who resisted all his endeavours to bring 
them to repentance and amendment of Hfe, he did not 
hesitate to use the severest measures, and, out of love for 
their souls, to exercise those powers for correction with 
which the great Head of the Church has invested His 
apostles and their successors. Accordingly, when all other 
means had been tried in vain, he threatened them with ex- 
communication and the interdiction of the Church. The 
success which attended this "godly discipline," which 
M. d'Alet had the courage and firmness to apply as a ne- 
cessary and useful element in the government of his diocese, 
will be seen in the succeeding chapters. 

Soon after the return of the three missionaries of St. 
Lazarre, M. d'Alet received the Providential succour of 
M. Ferret, a pious and earnest-minded ecclesiastic, who, on 
paying a visit to his old friend, was induced to remain with 
him and join him in the good work. Also, soon after the 
arrival of M. Ferret, two other like-minded men came and 
attached themselves to M. d'Alet, and rendered him great 
service. These were M. d'Angiers and M. Ragot, the latter 
of whom became M. d'Alet's chief archdeacon. Besides the 
assistance which M. d'Alet received from these three helpers, 
he did not scruple to enlist the services of six Jesuits, in 
order to carry on with vigour the work of reformation. 
These men were natives of the province, and could, there- 
fore, speak its language, which was difficult for a stranger to 
understand. Although M. d'Alet's experience of the Jesuits 
was an unhappy one, obliging him ultimately to break off all 
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connection with them, in justice to them it must be con- 
fessed, that, for a period of five or six years, the services of 
these men, in furthering the good work which the bishop 
had so much at heart, were invaluable. He had usually 
four, and sometimes six, working in the diocese ; their orders 
were to visit every parish, and remain as long as they found 
it necessary to instruct the inhabitants in the first principles 
of religion and the rules of Christian living. They were 
enjoined to pay particular attention to establishing morning 
and evening prayer in every family household, and they also 
adopted means to provide for the necessities of the poor and 
the relief of the sick. In all these endeavours they laboured 
with praiseworthy zeal, and their efforts were greatly assisted 
by the docility of the people, and their readiness to do all 
that was required of them. The success which attended 
these efforts to remedy the disorders which had overwhelmed 
this country exceeded every expectation In a compara- 
tively short time the face of the diocese became wholly 
changed; the mild and gentle influence of holy example, 
accompanied with the firm rule and watchful care of an 
earnest-minded Christian prelate, began to be felt with all 
its attendant blessings. One of the means which contributed 
in no small degree to this desirable end, was the use of 
public penance in the case of scandalous sinners, which was 
adopted by M. d'Alet at the suggestion and with the counsel 
of the Jesuits, as the best means of preventing relapses 
into sin. The effects of these public penances were mar- 
vellous; the shame and disgrace of public exposure had 
a powerful influence in restraining the licence of those who 
were habituated to evil practices, and in restoring order 
throughout the whole of the diocese. These Jesuits were, 
during this period, greatly attached to M. d'Alet ; he had 
a room specially appropriated for their use in the bishop's 
palace, which was called "the Jesuits' apartment;" he ac- 
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corded to them the honourable and sole duty of preaching 
the Advent and Lent sermons throughout the diocese. 
When any matter of business called him from home, it was 
his custom usually to lodge with them, whenever it hap- 
pened that they had an establishment in the town where he 
was staying; and they esteemed him so highly that they 
frequently requested him to give instructions to their novices, 
by whom he was much beloved. 

This happy union, which continued for a period of from 
five to six years, was at length marred by a circumstance 
which took place during the Lent of the year 1647. ^^ 
order to establish uniformity of teaching and practice among 
his clergy, M. d'Alet had given to each of them written in- 
structions on various matters connected with their ministry ; 
for instance, the order which they should follow in their 
discourses, rules for Confession and the Holy Communion, 
cases in which absolution should be delayed, and those in 
which it must be refused, rules relating to Christian dis- 
cipline and regulation of hfe and manners. Besides this, all 
these various points were enlarged upon by M. d'Alet, and 
made clear to his clergy, at a private conference which he 
held with each of them during the few days they passed at 
Alet before proceeding to their stations, at which he resolved 
all their doubts and removed their difficulties. Up to this 
time, the Jesuits had followed with docility and obedience 
his written instructions, but it happened that one of them, 
upon whom the duty devolved of delivering a course of 
sermons at St. Paul, one of the chief towns of the diocese, 
during the Lent of 1647, little accustomed to be controlled 
by rules — except those of the association of which he was 
a member — ^paid no attention to them, and went so far as to 
employ the opportunity of his last sermon in declaiming 
with some vehemence against those he disapproved of, and 
especially against the one which related to the delay of ab- 
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solution ; and without shewing any respect for that wholesome 
discipline of the Church which it was M. d'Alet's anxious 
desire to have re-established, delivered from the pulpit the 
most opposite sentiments in harmony \v'ith the corrupt ideas 
of a relaxed age, which had thrown off all the checks and 
restraints by which the Church of Christ had in better times 
endeavoured to curb the license of the wicked, and preserve 
the purity of Christian life and manners. " To defer abso- 
lution," said he, " when a sinner asks for it, is a harsh and 
persecuting measure ; it will only embarrass him, throw him 
into despair, and drive him away from the Church's pale." 
Very diflferent were the sentiments of M. d'Alet. The 
power and authority for absolving sinners, with which Christ 
invested the priesthood, he felt, must not be lightly or rashly 
exercised. His love for souls, and earnest desire for their 
salvation, forbade him extending this benefit to the im- 
penitent, which would be but a mockery ; and, out of truest 
charity, he prohibited it to those unconvinced of sin ; nor 
could he, before he was persuaded of their sincere and 
genuine conversion to God, pronounce peace to them in 
His Name. To do otherwise would be to reverse the order 
of the Church, which has never accorded this benefit of re- 
conciliation until sufficient proof has been shown of the fit- 
ness of the recipient for so great a blessing, — one that must 
ever be sought by many sighs and tears, by the broken and 
contrite heart, accompanied with the outward evidence of 
works meet for repentance. 

Upon being informed of the proceedings of this Jesuit 
preacher at St. Paul, M. d'Alet wrote to his Provincial, com- 
plaining that if any defect had been found in the rules of 
his diocese, it was to the bishop that he ought to have ad- 
dressed his complaint. To this letter M. d'Alet received no 
reply, and he therefore ceased to make any further applica- 
tion for the assistance of Jesuit preachers, and shortly after- 
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wards refused his authority to two of them, who had fle 
from the town of Carcassonne, which was being ravaged b 
the pestilence, and had taken refuge in Soumia, a sma 
town in the diocese of Alet, and had made application fc 
permission to exercise ministerial functions. Though awar 
of the smallness of the town, for which its vicar and curat 
were amply sufficient, they were alarmed at the consequence 
that might result, from this refusal, to other members c 
their body who might afterwards seek for like permission t 
officiate in that diocese, and applied to one of their chiefi 
who had a great esteem for M. d*Alet, to write to him a lette 
of remonstrance. Consequently, M. d'Alet received a Ion 
letter, bitterly complaining that he should refuse the Jesuit 
permission to preach in his diocese. M. d'Alet replied tha 
he had good ground to complain of the conduct of the las 
he had engaged, who had preached at St. Paul ; and althoug 
he had written to his Provincial he had received no answei 
which led him to fear that a change had taken place in thei 
feelings towards him, and that henceforth, instead of edif) 
ing, their preaching would counteract his effi^rts for gooc 
He added, that if anything reprehensible had been dij 
covered in his conduct, the order of charity demanded tha 
he should first have been apprized of it, before being put 
licly condemned from the pulpit ; that he was ready to ir 
struct them and explain any difficulties they might find h 
the rules which he believed it right to adopt for the goo< 
order of his Church ; and with regard to the two Jesuits a 
Soumia, besides that parish being in no need of their assist 
ance, he had reason to apprehend some irregularity in thei 
conduct. 

Notwithstanding the trouble and annoyance which th 
Jesuits thus caused M. d'Alet, he still continued to treat ther 
with kindness and affection, and visits were exchanged be 
tween them, until a circumstance took place which causes 
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a permanent estrangement on their part. It happened thus : 
M. d'Alet being one day at Toulouse, where he had gone to 
pay them a visit, they asked him to ordain one of their 
nmnber who was destined for a foreign mission. After 
making the customary examination of the young man, and 
being perfectly satisfied with his fitness and capabilities and 
right disposition, he in'llingly consented to their request ; 
but, as it was irregular for a bishop to confer orders except 
at the four sacred seasons — which from the very earliest 
times have been appointed by the Church for this purpose, 
and made daj-s of prayer and fasting — it was necessary to 
have special permission in writing from the chief spiritual 
authority, without which such an ex-tempora ordination would 
be unlawful. He, therefore, asked to see the permission 
with which he supposed they had provided themselves. 
Instead, however, of such a document, which they had not 
considered necessary, they brought him a printed book con- 
taining an account of various bulls favourable to their 
society, among which they pointed out one permitting their 
members, in case of urgency, to be ordained out of the 
times appointed by the Church. The bishop replied with 
gentleness, that printed bulls of that description, unaccom- 
panied with any of the usual formalities requisite to insure 
their execution, were not sufficient to authorise a bishop to 
confer orders contrary to the canons, and that it was abso- 
lutely necessary to have a permission in proper form, without 
which it was impossible for him to perform this service for 
them. The Jesuits, deeply offended at this refusal, broke 
oflf indignantly all ftirther intercourse with M. d'Alet, and 
ceased from that time to meet him, as they were accustomed 
to do, whenever he visited their neighlxjurhood. 'Iliey 
came no more to see him, and even altered the route talien 
by their young professors when making their arcustomed 
pilgrimages, not permitting them any longer to pass through 
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the town of Alet This estrangement, however, haxi no 
effect in altering M. d*Alet's kindly disposition towards 
them; an enemy to all bitterness, his goodness of heart 
led him to seek every occasion to give them proof of his 
unaltered affection. 




CHAPTER V. 

M. d'Alet establishes a School for the training of young men for the Ministiy— 
his careful selection of candidates — opposition of his Metropolitan — large 
accession of helpers — description of the conferences of the clergy— parochial 
lectures — uniformity of teaching throughout the diocese — frequent and 
familiar intercourse of the clergy with their bishop. 

D*ALET soon perceived that the reform, thus 
happily begun in his diocese, in order that it 
might become solid and permanent in its 
character, required the labours of a numerous 
body of earnest-minded and evangelical clergy. From 
those who had charge of the parishes, when he first arrived, 
whose manners and habits have been described, little could 
be hoped, although out of fear of their new overseer they 
had somewhat reformed their manners, and had begun to 
apply themselves to their duties, and he hoped that a sincere 
reformation might relieve him of the necessity of replacing 
them by others. Accordingly he tried every means to 
promote this object, treating them with the greatest kind- 
ness and consideration, and carefully avoiding any allusion 
to the irregularities of their past lives, although he had 
been fully informed of all. But he found that the conver- 
sion of a bad priest is a circumstance of rare occurrence, 
and the change which is produced by the fear or influence 
of man is not likely to be a permanent one. He therefore 
wrote to his friends in all directions soliciting their assist- 
ance to procure for him men of right dispositions and 
evangelical piety to labour with him in his work of reform. 

The result of these applications brought him, in the first 
instance, two devoted men, one of whom undertook the 
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direction of a school which he had formed for training 
young men for the nainistry. None were admitted to this 
school but those he had himself selected, and in whom he 
discovered indications of a fitness for the sacred calling. 
They were instructed in Latin, together with the other 
clergy who were altogether ignorant of this language; a 
sufficient subsistence was provided for the students; and 
the advantages which this college offered, in a short time 
attracted large numbers from far and near. To aid in form- 
ing a body of devoted and well instructed clerg}'^, the next 
step which M. d'Alet took was to establish a seminary in his 
own house for the training and teaching of the younger mem- 
bers of his clergy already in orders, and those who were 
sent to him from a distance. Over this seminary he placed 
M d*Angiers his grand vicar. All that were admitted to 
this seminary had first to undergo a strict examination 
before the bishop, but which had reference more to the 
state of heart and disposition than to any mental acquire- 
ments, for M. d'Alet knew well that great talents and a 
comprehensive information do not always contribute to 
the formation of a good and useful labourer in Christ's 
vineyard. He was satisfied with men of ordinary capacities, 
provided they possessed the essential requisites of sincerity, 
zeal, and sound common sense. These young men were 
maintained at the expense of M. d'Alet, until qualified to 
begin active duty in any part of the diocese where they 
might be sent. This was a great undertaking, and it cost 
M. d'Alet much time and pains. He hoped much from the 
future labours of these young men, he watched over them 
with great solicitude, and instructed them himself, and ob- 
tained by this means a body of men fitted to perform with 
diligence and fidelity the functions of ministers of the 
Gospel. Notwithstanding, however, the care he took in 
*he choice and selection of applicants, he was sometimes 
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deceived and put to great trouble in conse<iuence. These 
difficulties were chiefly caused by those who came from a 
distance to seek the benefit of his instructions. Many of 
these applicants were provided with excellent testimonials 
of character from their bishops or other chief ecclesiastical 
authorities of their neighbourhood. They proved so decep- 
tive that he ceased to attach any value to them, unless con- 
firmed by private enquiries made in the neighbourhood from 
whence they originated. Five or six of these ecclesiastics 
caused him great trouble : some of them he refused to ordain, 
and the rest he suspended. The latter made an application 
to the Court of Rome for protection, and for a reversal of 
the bishop's sentence against them. Those also to whom 
he had refused orders obtained from Rome licences to be 
ordained, notwithstanding, upon the titles procured by them 
in other dioceses. These irregularities were a source of 
great uneasiness to M. d'Alet, and he besought his old 
fiiend M. Ferret to write to the chief of the " Congregation 
of the Mission," then staying in Rome, to obtain redress. 
The application was successful, and a promise was obtained 
that no countenance should henceforth be given to any 
of those whom M. d'Alet (whose zeal and piety were well 
known) had refused to ordain. These promises, however, 
did not save him from much subsequent trouble which 
4l^ arose from the opposition of his Metropolitan, the Arch- 
bishop of Narbonne, from whom he might naturally have 
expected his chief countenance and support ; and it will 
appear in the sequel that the chief opposition to all his 
endeavours for good which he had to encounter proceeded 
from this source. 

M. d'Alet's applications for help soon brought him a 
valuable accession of earnest workers, several of whom 
were sent by M. Vincent, with whom he maintained an 
affectionate intercourse, informing him from time to time of 
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all his wants. Among those who at this time gathered 
round M. d'Alet, was M. Maurice, Canon of Saintes. He 
was possessed of several valuable livings, and was led to 
Alet by the desire of benefitting by the advice and instruc- 
tions of its good bishop. Deeply impressed by his teaching 
and example, he relinquished his livings, retaining but 
one. Many other persons from every quarter arrived 
at Alet, desirous of placing themselves under the direc- 
tion of M. d'Alet, and to aid him in his apostolical 
labours. With this strong reinforcement, the work of 
reformation made rapid progress. Encouraged by the 
success which had attended the meetings of the clergy, 
which M. d'Alet termed his conferences, he turned his 
attention to the object of extending their usefulness and 
rendering their organization as perfect as possible. He 
regarded these conferences as the source of all the good 
he hoped to affect, and in order that the people might 
derive the greatest advantage from them, he ordered that 
the result of their discussions should form the subject of 
the sermons to be preached in every parish throughout the 
diocese on all Sundays and festivals throughout the year. 
The subjects for discussion he selected himself, and drew 
up a programme of the proceedings which were to occupy 
the consideration of the clergy at these conferences. The 
questions to be studied were written out and sent to each 
of the six districts of the diocese one month previous to the 
meetings, so as to give time for their full consideration. 
Written answers were brought by each cur^ to the con- 
ference, and after being read out were handed to the rural 
dean, who presided, and were by him forwarded to the 
bishop, who was thus enabled to judge of the proficiency of 
of his clergy. At the conclusion of the conference, the 
bishop's own replies to the questions under consideration 
were then read to the meeting, a printed copy was given to 
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each cur^, with an order to make each of the questions the 
subject of their sermons during the following month, and to 
treat them in the same manner in which they had been 
determined at the conference. It was thus that M. d'Alet 
instructed the whole of his people by the mouths of his 
clergy ; and according to the arrangement we have de- 
scribed, both the subject and substance of every discourse 
was the same in every church in the diocese on every 
Sunday and festival throughout the year, and by this means 
the whole body of Christian doctrine, and a perfect system 
of Christian teaching, was insured to the people. This 
admirable plan of pastoral instruction was continued by 
M. d'Alet to the end of his life. 

One of his early difficulties was caused by the endeavour 
to impress his clergy with the duty of withholding absolution 
from the impenitent, and of delaying it in cases wherein 
due preparation had not been made ; and it was urgent that 
the Confessors should understand their duty in this respect 
without delay, in order to accustom the people to the true 
nature of Church discipline, of which they were quite ig- 
norant. Matters purely ecclesiastical, and which formed 
no part of pastoral teaching, were treated separately at the 
conferences, so that the clergy might be instructed in every- 
thing pertaining to their state and office. The parochial 
lectures, which were given systematically in every parish, 
were attended with great success. The mode of conveying 
religious instruction at these lectures was by question and 
answer, and, in order that the most ignorant, and those dull 
of comprehension, might receive full advantage from them, 
these questions were often repeated three or four times over. 
They were put direct to the assembly, and answers were 
freely returned by the rich as well as the poor, for all classes 
attended these meetings. The magistrates and gentry, en- 
tering into the designs of their bishop, led the example in 
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attending these conferences, and cheerfully took part in the 
proceedings. A short address was given by the cur^ at the 
close, in which the subject under discussion was treated, by 
way of application to the needs of the hearers. The bless- 
ing of God was abundantly bestowed upon this method of 
instruction, and was \'isible in the good fruit that resulted. 
Many hearts were touched, numbers became sincerely 
penitent, and confessed that they had never hitherto ap- 
proached the Holy Sacrament ^ith those dispositions of 
heart and soul which they had been taught, and which they 
were con\Tnced were necessary for a worthy partaking of 
the Body and Blood of our Lord. Many confessed that 
they were not in a fit state to receive absolution, and needed 
time for preparation, and though feeling the burden of their 
sins, they could not seek the benefit of absolution, until 
they had confessed their sins to God, and pursued a course 
of penitential exercises and self-examination. 

M. d*Alet spared no pains to maintain the spirit of these 
conferences, and to make them as edifying as possible. 
They became a source of great good, and were the means 
of diffusing the light of Truth throughout the diocese. He 
selected the ablest men he could find to preside over them, 
and arranged for them to visit the \'arious parishes for that 
purpose. Twice in the year he visited each of the six 
districts into which he had divided his diocese, to make 
a personal inspection of the religious state of all the parishes. 
During these visits he held an interview with every clergy- 
man in the diocese, received their statements, decided any 
matters of difficulty they had to submit to him, and gave 
them his counsel and ad\ice. His willingness in always 
lending a ready ear to the accounts of their troubles, his 
clear judgment, and the patience with which he listened to 
their complaints, won their esteem and affection. There 
were, nevertheless, some from whom he continued to meet 



XICHOI-AS PAVILIX)N. 53 



with opposition. Unaccustomed to yield obedience to any 
superior, they resisted the authority of the bishop, and 
treated him with insolence and disdain. To their abusive 
language he would only reply by fixing upon them a look of 
deep concern, which always had the effect of silencing them. 
Finding that they absented themselves from the conferences 
of the clergy without sufficient reason, he issued an ordon- 
nance compelling their attendance under heavy penalties. 
Three of these refractory clergy, secretly aided by their 
friends, appealed to their Metropolitan, the Archbishop of 
Narbonne, whom they knew to be unfiivourably disposed 
towards their bishop. Deeply afflicted by this opposition to 
the rules which he was endeavouring to establish for the 
welfare of the Church and of his i)coi»lc, he committed his 
cause to Him who judgeth right, believing that He Who 
had inspired him ^ith the design of undertaking this work 
for His glory, and Who had so visi])ly accompanied it with 
His blessing, would sustain him until it was accomplished. 
While fervently praying for His help in this difficulty, a cir- 
cumstance occurred which might have brought these three 
unruly clergymen into serious trouble and disgrace, but for 
the kind and forgiving charity of their bishop. A servant 
of one of them having stolen some money belonging to his 
master, they resolved to take the law into their owti hands, 
and all three beat him so unmercifully that his life was 
despaired of. He fortunately recovered, and M. d*Alet, 
touched with their contrition, instead of causing them to be 
punished, kept the matter secret. Won by such disinterested 
kindness, they desisted from any further opposition, and 
withdrew their appeal. 

These undertakings, which occupied so much thought and 
time, did not prevent M. d'Alet inquiring into the state of 
the sick and poor of his diocese and concerting measures 
for their relief. For this purpose, he engaged the services 
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of several pious women, to whom he assigned the duty of 
distributing bread, meat, and soup to those who were in 
great need. He also visited them in person whenever his 
occupations allowed him to do so, and if unable to go him- 
self he would send one of his ecclesiastics to see them and 
bring him back a report of their state and necessities. One 
day, while walking through the streets of Alet, he observed 
a poor man lying at the comer of a street upon a- heap of 
straw, apparently in a dying condition. He bade his servant 
bring a mattress for the poor man ; the servant informed 
him that there were so few as to be insufficient for the wants 
of his own household. " Then," said he, " go and bring 
him mine, for I cannot leave him in this state." 




CHAPTER VI. 

Establishes a system of regular visitations— order of proceedings of an epis- 
copal visit— expenses of these visits, how defrayed — his great frugality — 
town versus country— episcopal visits increase in frequency— incident — the 

" pass of Lesplandy — intrepidity — sets an example of activity — famine — 
SDpeistition of the coimtry people — impending murder of thirty women 
charged with witchcraft — the bishop sets off to their rescue — dangerous 
joiuiiey in a snow storm — a night journey to administer the Sacrament. 

TER M. d'Alet had travelled over the whole of 
his diocese, and made himself fully acquainted 
with its position and circumstances, his next 
step was to begin a system of general visita- 
tions to every parish in turn, with a view of giving a per- 
manency to the reform which had been so happily begun. 
In order to impress the people with due respect and 
reverence for holy things, the proceedings connected with 
these visits were invested with all the dignity and solemnity 
possible. The bishop was accompanied on these occasions 
by five or six of his principal clergy. His chaplain, who 
had been sent on beforehand to investigate the state of the 
parish which was about to receive the episcopal visit, duly 
informed the bishop of the prevalent abuses, and of all other 
matters which would have to be brought before him judi- 
cially. The day of the bishop's arrival was announced to 
the people by previous notice, and was invested with all the 
solemnity and importance of a high festival ; nothing was 
spared to render the event striking and impressive ; few were 
absent on the occasion, and none who desired a hearing 
were refused, while every matter connected with the well- 
being of the parish Was carefully looked into. Th' 
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usually occupied several days. At the morning sitting, the 
proceedings commenced with the celebration of the Holy 
Communion by the bishop himself in the presence of all the 
people, after which, sitting in the midst of the sanctuary, 
and surrounded by his attendant clergy, he delivered an ex- 
hortation, taking his text from the gospel for the day or the 
previous Sunday, aptly suiting his discourse to the subjects 
of his visit. Between the sittings, the clergy were occupied 
in visiting the dwellings of the people. They were careful 
to ascertain whether family prayer was duly practised, for 
which purpose M. d'Alet had composed a form which had 
been distributed throughout the diocese; also whether the 
services of the Church were regularly attended. They also 
advised with them on all matters relating to the religious 
training of their families ; abuses were corrected ; dissentients 
were reconciled; the obstinate were brought before the 
bishop, and seldoni was the last resort ineffectual. Before 
the charm of his influence, all resentment gave way, and he 
seldom failed in restoring peace. But his greatest difficulty 
was in dealing with the usurious practices of the people. 
This was a vice which had taken deep root in the diocese of 
Alet ; during his early visits he could make no impression 
upon it, and it was only after time and labour had been ex- 
pended, that he at last succeeded in bringing the people to 
observe the law of the Church in this matter. 

The last day of these visitations was attended with peculiar 
solemnity. After a short exhortation, the bishop's chaplain 
summed up in brief the result of the several days' proceed- 
ings ; then, approaching the bishop, he presented his report, 
describing the spiritual condition of the parish, and detailing 
its several wants ; he then spoke of the disorders and irre- 
gularities which the enquiries of the visiting clergy had 
brought to light, and requested the application of proper 
remedies in conformity with the canons of the Church. To 
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this the bishop replied, dwelling upon tlie serious evils re- 
sulting from the crimes of which several individuals had 
been convicted ; he then ordered that they should be brought 
before him to receive the order of their penance. 

The solemnity of these proceedings overawed the boldest 
sinners; they threw themselves at his feet, acknowledged 
the evils which their scandalous lives had caused, beseeching 
forgiveness from God and from their brethren. Thereupon 
the bishop imposed upon each a public penance, propor- 
tioned in severity to the nature of their crimes, and gave 
a strict order to the cure to see that all was duly performed, 
and to render him an account. No one was exempt from 
the reach of this discipline ; all classes were dealt with alike, 
from the lord of the manor to the humblest peasant upon 
his estate, and it was no uncommon instance to see the most 
considerable of the gentry, accomj)anic(l by their tenantry, 
throw themselves at the bishop's feet, make public confession 
of their disorderly lives, beseech the mercy of their j^astor 
with tears, and submit with becoming humility to whatever 
reparation he should prescribe to them. 

The charity of our good bishop had in it a comprehen- 
siveness which displayed itself in his thoughtful ness and 
consideration for others. It is a custom, established by the 
canons, that the expenses of episcoj;al visitations are to be 
defrayed by the clergy of their resj;ective parishes. Willingly 
would M. d'Alet have dispensed with this custom, so as to 
make no inroad upon the slender resources of a poor curate, 
but he felt it his duty to abide by the rule of the Church in 
justice to the interests of his successors, who, from various 
reasons, might vnsh to follow the ancient practice. He did, 
however, what almost amounted to the same thing. He 
gave strict and precise orders to the clergy to make only the 
simplest provision for his wants, 'i'he following instimce 
will serve to show the extreme frugality of his mode o^ 
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living. On the occasion of a visit to the district of Fenouil- 
lades, the curate of that parish had requested the bishop's 
chaplain to give him an account of the expenses which they 
had incurred. On making up the account — ^which included 
the bishop and his retinue, consisting of three or four eccle- 
siastics, three servants, four horses, and two mules — the sum 
amounted to no more than what was equivalent to five 
shillings in English money for each parish visited. 

M. d'Alet very prudently postponed as long as possible 
his parochial visits to the two chief towns of his diocese. 
Though fully conscious that they stood in as great need of 
reform as any other part of it, he knew the difficulty of 
dealing with corporations, and that the adoption of severe 
measures, without due preparation for them, would only be 
losing time, would weaken his authority, and render the in- 
corrigible more audacious. He adopted the plan of first 
leavening the diocese by instructing the clergy and people, 
diffiising the influence of holy living, and teaching the ob- 
servance of Christian discipline. He believed that if once 
a good discipline could be established, and faithfully prac- 
tised, though but by few persons at first, it would eventually 
lead to better things. For this reason he preferred to begin 
the work in the country parishes, persuaded that the re- 
formed and regular lives of the more docile laity would react 
upon the clergy of the towns, and that the feeling of shame 
which the contrast would produce would help greatly towards 
a general reformation. " It would be well," said he, " that 
the good report of a religious revival throughout the country 
villages, and the good order that a bishop is establishing in 
them, should excite the wishes of the towns to share the 
same blessings, and cause them to say to their pastor, 
"Whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum do also 
here in thy country." (Luke iv. 23.) 

The solemn visits we have described were not by any 



NICHOIJVS PAV1M.0N. 59 



means pleasing to M. cVAlet. His love of Christian sim- 
plicity caused him to shrink from all approach to notoriety 
or ostentation, and nothing but a strong sense of duty could 
have enabled him to overcome his repugnance to them. He 
undertook them as seldom as he could, and rejoiced when 
the gradual establishment of good habits among the people 
enabled him to dispense with them altogether. liut it must 
not be supposed that when this took place there was any 
relaxation of vigilance ; on the contrary, his visits became 
more frequent, but they were devoid of ceremony. Accom- 
panied by a single priest and a domestic ser\'ant, and at his 
own expense, he was continually seen among his people in 
every comer of his diocese, and great was the good which 
he thus effected. Upon his arrival at a village, his first 
enquiry was for the sick and poor who needed assistance ; 
his presence comforted them, and, while giving them spiritual 
instruction, he also relieved their necessities. The following 
incident will give an idea of his solicitude in caring for the 
poorest members of his flock. It happened that one day, 
while visiting the mountain village of D'Axat, he heard that 
there was a sick person lying in a neighbouring hamlet 
among the hills, difficult of access, belonging to no parish, 
and the inhabitants of which were cut off from any minis- 
terial succour. Our good bishop, like a faithful shepherd, 
instantly resolved on visiting them, and all endeavours to 
deter him from so hazardous a proceeding were fruitless. 
He felt that the more abandoned was the condition of these 
poor outcasts the greater was the need that he should go 
and help them. Accordingly, he set out, and after some 
hard climbing arrived at the most dangerous part of the un- 
dertaking. This was the pass of Lesplandy ; it consists of 
a smooth and even rock, a little inclined from the perpen- 
dicular. The path traverses this rock, and, to prevent the 
/oot from slipping, little notches had been cut in it. A cool 
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head and firm foot are needed to traverse this formidable 
path in safety, on which a single false step would, in all pro- 
bability, precipitate the traveller into the depths below. 
This passage is so dangerous, that accidents of a fatal 
character sometimes happen even to the inhabitants of the 
district who are accustomed to it from their youth. Thus 
did this intrepid and charitable pastor risk his life to seek 
out the abandoned members of his flock. He found them 
truly neglected, simple in their manners, but profoundly 
ignorant. The sick person, on whose account he had pene- 
trated into so wild a region, was a young girl who had been 
paralyzed from her childhood. He found her religiously 
disposed, talked to her, gave her some religious instruction, 
received her confession, and prepared her to receive the 
Holy Communion, which he promised to bring to her on 
the day following. Instead of returning to Axat, M. d'Alet 
proceeded to another hamlet in the mountains, which could 
only be reached by paths almost as dangerous as those he 
had traversed on the preceding day. Nothing could daunt 
this indefatigable pastor while in the path of duty. The 
precipitous rocks up which he toiled, the Holy Sacrament in 
his hand, the deep gorge to be crossed only upon a narrow 
plank, down in whose depths the river Aude might be seen 
foaming over its rocky bed, were obstacles formidable 
indeed, but insufficient to turn him aside. He trod, 
verily, in his great Master's footsteps, seeking his lost 
sheep among the mountains, and knowing well that it was 
not the Father's will that one of these little ones should 
perish. 

After administering the Sacrament to the sick girl, his next 
care was to provide some permanent spiritual succour for 
these remote hamlets ; and, discovering in their vicinity the 
remains of what formerly had been a Benedictine monastery, 
he erected them into a cure, and appointed a pious priest to 



NICHOLAS PAVILLOX. 6 I 



take charge of these mountain flocks. Careful, too, for their 
temporal welfare, he did not forget the pass of Lesplandy, 
across which he had risked his life. He caused a deep path 
to be cut in the rock, and a wall built along its margin, to 
afford safety to all future travellers. 

It was his custom, while making a stay in any of the chief 
places in his diocese, as, for instance, at the to^\Ti of Saint 
Paul, to visit the surrounding villages from three to six miles 
distant, on the Sundays and festivals. He would himself 
perform the service, preach, celebrate the Holy Communion, 
visit the sick, enquire into the state of the parish, and issue 
his decrees for the remedy of abuses. He caused those who 
had disregarded his previous injunctions to be brought to 
him to receive the penance he thought fit to impose upon 
them. In the long summer days it was his custom, in the 
afternoon, to visit a second parish and perform the same 
duties. " A bishop," said he, " ought to be the sun of his 
diocese, and should diffuse both warmth and heat through- 
out every part of it." In order to insure the due perform- 
ance of these decrees, he commissioned M, Bonal, an old 
and experienced ecclesiastic, to visit those places where they 
had been issued, and invested him with episcopal authority 
to see them duly enforced. M. Bonal had the talent to 
overcome the opposition which some of the curds made to 
a delegated authority. The resistance which he met with 
from one of the principal gentry caused him great trouble. 
This gentleman, opposing the execution of one of the 
bishop^s decrees, M. Bonal caused his pew to be removed 
from the chancel to the nave of the church. Greatly irritated 
at this indignity in the presence of the congregation, he over- 
whelmed M. Bonal with a torrent of abuse, and did not 
spare even the bishop in his invectives. Very shortly after 
this occurrence this gentleman fell sick, and expired after 
a short illness of eight days. This was looked upon by all 
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as an act of Divine Providence, and greatly strengthened 
the bishop's authority. 

Besides the episcopal visits which were made by M. d'Alet, 
he was always ready to set out at a moment's notice to any 
part of the diocese where his presence might be required. 
It must be borne in mind that the country around Alet was 
mountainous and rugged, the roads were bad, and the 
modem facilities for travelling unknown ; while some of the 
villages in the mountain wilds could only be reached at con- 
siderable risk. None of these difficulties ever stopped our 
persevering bishop when occasion called him. It happened 
that the harvest of 1643 proved very deficient in the south 
of France, and there was a famine in consequence. The 
parish of Capsir, on the frontiers of Spain, was one of those 
that suffered most severely. It is always observable that 
wherever ignorance and superstition prevail, designing per- 
sons are always to be found to impose upon the credulity of 
the people. This was the case to a great extent at this 
period in Alet and the neighbouring districts, and a number 
of impostors, to whom the people gave the name of con- 
jurors or sorcerers, had been apprehended by the civil 
power, and brought to Toulouse to be disposed of by the 
parliament, and this matter became the subject of general 
conversation. The inhabitants of Capsir were seized with 
the notion that the scarcity they were suffering from had 
been occasioned by these conjurors, in consequence of 
which they sent a deputation of four persons to an indi- 
vidual who resided in the neighbourhood of Carcassonne, 
who had the credit of possessing occult powers. The 
promise of one hundred crowns induced him to return with 
them to Capsir. Upon their arrival, this wicked impostor 
required that all the families in the place should pass in 
review before him. His commands were implicitly obeyed, 
and as the inhabitants of that locality marched past, he 
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singled out thirty-two women whom he accused of witch- 
craft. They were immediately conducted before the chief 
bailiff, and consigned to prison, under guard of a number 
of young fellows, of worthless character, who had anned 
themselves ^ith all kinds of weapons. Thus, without any 
form of trial, were these poor women, belonging to five 
neighbouring parishes, dealt with by this ignorant bailiff, 
and the only question was what description of torture 
to apply to them. So great was the popular excitement, 
that the curd of the district strove in vain to calm the people 
and bring them to reason. In despair, he despatched a mes- 
senger to the Cur^ of Rouzc, the niral dean, a j)ious and 
prudent man, who no sooner heard the state of matters than 
he instantly set out to Alet to inform the bishop of what had 
taken place, believing that his presence alone could prevent 
the carnage that was about to ensue. The bishop having 
heard the account, and perceiving at once that no time was 
to be lost, and that a moment's delay might be attended 
with disastrous consequences, set off instantly in the rain 
and snow, without giving time for any of his ecclesiastics to 
prepare themselves to accomi)any him. It was four o'clock 
in the afternoon when the bishop left Alet. He was joined 
the next day by two of his clergy, who had left early on the 
following morning, and who found him at the little hamlet 
of Condons, in which a miserable inn afforded the only 
lodging, and which was filled with the poor peasantry of the 
neighbourhood, who had come in for warmth and shelter. 
They found the good bishop in the midst of these people, 
catechising them as he warmed himself at the same hearth. 
The following morning brought no better weather, the wind 
blew with increased fury, and the snow fell thickly. The 
peasantry who had lodged with M. d'Alet during the night 
represented to him the impossibility of facing such a tempest. 
Their remonstrances were fruitless ; it was necessary at all 
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hazards to press on, and, therefore, selecting one of the 
hardiest of these mountaineers for a guide, M. d'Alet re- 
sumed his journey. They passed through a wood which 
afforded them some shelter, but no sooner had they emerged 
upon the open plain than they encountered a whirlwind of 
snow, which took away their breath and blinded them. The 
guide, although one of the best in the whole district, lost 
courage, and, returning to M. d*Alet, whom he had preceded 
a few paces, said to him, " My lord, you will most assuredly 
be lost ; as for myself, I am quite exhausted, and can ac- 
company you no further." So saying, he left the bishop and 
returned. Upon this, M. d'Alet, addressing the Cur^ of 
Rouze, asked him if he had courage sufficient to undertake 
the service of guide. " Yes, my lord," said he, " I will con- 
duct you wherever you wish to go." The bishop then turned 
to the two clergymen who had joined him from Alet, and 
requested them to return ; but they would not leave their 
bishop, saying to each other, in the words of St. Thomas, 
" Let us also go that we may die with him." (John xi. 16.) 
** There is not the same necessity for you to expose your- 
selves to this danger," returned M. d'Alet, " and I therefore 
insist upon your proceeding no further." Upon this he gave 
them his benediction and bade them adieu. He now re- 
sumed his journey, in spite of the wind and snow, which 
continued with unabated violence, accompanied by the 
brave Cur^ of Rouze, and two of his domestic servants — 
strong and vigorous young men. All trace of the way was 
lost, and they would infallibly have plunged into .an abyss 
which the snow hid from their view, had not a peasant from 
a neighbouring village observed them taking a wrong direc- 
tion, and ran after them to warn them of their danger. After 
crossing the plain, the road enters a difficult country, and in 
some places is not more than a foot in width, bordering the 
edge of torrents, and traversing the sides of precipices of 
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profound depth. Such being the nature of the road, the 
travellers could only proceed at a snail's pace, picking their 
way at every step. They consequently occupied two whole 
days in reaching Rouze, although the distance was but 
twelve miles, and they arrived at length, spent with fatigue. 
On the following morning they resumed their journey, 
marching on foot, in consequence of the snow which con- 
tinued to fall, making the paths they would have to traverse 
too dangerous for horses. Several strong peasants from 
Rouze preceded them to clear the way and to assist them 
in surmounting the difficult pass of the Col des Arres, — a 
defile between two mountains which separates the parish of 
Bonazan from that of Capsir. It was at this time filled up 
with snow. So formidable an obstacle to further progress 
taxed all their powers of strength and endurance; they 
scarcely hoped to get the good bishop through, who was 
by this time half dead with fatigue. He was supported on 
either side by his two servants, strong and vigorous youths ; 
they lifted him out of the recesses which the snow concealed 
from view, and into which he stumbled at every step, and 
gave him a little wine to revive him from the faintness into 
which he sank exhausted from time to time. But nothing 
could daunt his courage, and no sooner on these occasions 
did he feel a little restored, than he encouraged his com- 
panions to renewed efforts : — " Blessed be God," said he, 
" I am much better ; let us hasten on." At last, after 
incredible labour and perseverence, their journey's end was 
reached, and at four o'clock in the afternoon they arrived in 
the village of Capsir. Without losing an instant, M. d'Alet 
proceeded to the house of the bailiff, with whom the so- 
called sorcerer was staying. He demanded of him who he 
was and what business had brought him there. Receiving 
but a confused reply, M. d'Alet assumed that stem, com- 
manding tone, by which the boldest characters were fre- 
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quently overawed. Then, addressing the bailiff, he gave 
him strict injunctions to secure the offender : — " I give him 
into your charge," said he, " you will answer to me for his 
safe keeping." This command was obeyed, the impostor 
was placed in confinement, and M. d'Alet retired to take a 
little rest after the fatigues of his journey. 

The same evening the report of the bishop's arrival 
spread far and wide and produced the greatest excitement. 
The people came in crowds to see him, expressing their 
astonishment that he should have attempted such a journey 
in such frightful weather, and should have safely accom- 
plished it. The following morning the pretended sorcerer 
was conducted into his presence ; also one of the women 
he had accused. He was asked how he arrived at the 
knowledge that this woman was a sorceress. The prisoner, 
alarmed at the judicial nature of the proceedings, and seeing 
the Curd of Rouze with writing materials before him about 
to take down his answers, became confused, but, taking 
courage, he replied that the woman had a mark on her head 
which betrayed her, and indicated the place. On examina- 
tion no such mark appeared. He then said it would be 
found upon her shoulder. He was again wrong, — no mark 
was to be . found. M. d'Alet, no longer restraining his 
indignation, addressed him in terms so severe that the 
wretched man threw himself at the bishop's feet and im- 
plored him to save his life, for the people, who by this time 
were furious, would have torn him limb from limb on the 
spot, had they not been restrained by the respect they owed 
to their bishop. He confessed that he knew nothing of 
sorcery; that he was a surgeon by profession; that the 
people themselves had given him the reputation he pos- 
sessed ; and that he had taken advantage of it to obtain 
money. M. d'Alet thereupon committed him to the charge 
of the bailiff, ordered the thirty-two women to be released. 
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and requested that every one should attend divine service 
on the following day. On the morrow, long before the linie 
of service, crowds had filled the church, having hastened 
from all the neighbouring villages to see their bishop and 
witness the proceedings. The thirty-two women accused of 
witchcraft were placed on one side of the church and their 
accuser on the other. The bishop made a stirring exhorta- 
tion to the people on the subject of his visit, after which 
the pretended sorcerer stood forth and in a loud voice 
declared that he had imposed upon the people ; he asked 
forgiveness of the accused and of the people, and he prayed 
God to forgive him. He then received the public penance 
from the bishop, and was given in cliargc to the bailiff. 

Before leaving home, M. d*Alet had taken the precaution 
to despatch a messenger to the Governor of Perpignan 
for a sufficient constabulary force to act in case of need. 
A detachment was accordingly sent, which, arriving at this 
juncture, took charge of the prisoner and conveyed him 
away to be tried and punished. Thus did this faithful 
pastor accomplish his mission of mercy, in spite of all the 
toil and danger that stood in the way, and after bringing 
back to their senses an infatuated people, he left them at 
peace, and on his departure they loaded him with blessings. 
He returned by short and easy stages to Alet, where, during 
his absence, public prayers had been offered up unceasingly 
for his safety. 

Another instance may be given of the self-sacrificing spirit 
of this good bishop in his paternal care for his people. In 
a mountain hamlet, about three miles distant from Alet, a 
poor woman lay dying. The curd being absent, her hus- 
band posted off to Alet for a priest to come and administer 
the last sacraments. It was late in the evening when he 
arrived at the vicar's residence. The snow was falli' 
thickly and the roads were almost impassable. The vie 
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who felt very much indisposed to set out at that hour and 
in face of such weather, replied that he had already seen 
the poor woman that morning, when he had confessed her, 
and did not consider her case to be so urgent as to require 
him to set off that night. The poor man in despair betook 
himself to the episcopal residence and knocked at the door. 
It was just ten o'clock, and the household had retired to 
rest. M. d*Angiers having been informed by the porter 
what was wanted, rose immediately and went into M. 
d'Alet's room for the keys, where, every evening, they were 
deposited. The noise of some one stirring about awoke 
the good bishop, who, starting up, enquired what was the 
matter. Being informed of the circumstance which had 
disturbed the household, he immediately rose and prepared 
to set out, " for," said he, " the cur^ being absent and the 
vicar refusing, it became his duty, as chief pastor, to go and 
aid a suffering member of his flock." He accordingly set 
out, accompanied by an ecclesiastic and two of his domestic 
servants, and in the dark tempestuous night, through the 
miry mountain roads, carrying the blessed Sacrament in his 
hand, did this faithful pastor sacrifice his sleep and rest 
to succour and comfort the dying. He arrived, however, 
too late, — ^the poor woman had expired before he could 
reach her, but he found in the same hamlet some other sick 
people and occupied the night in visiting them, adminis- 
tering the Sacrament to a dying man. It was five o'clock 
the next morning when he arrived back again at the palace. 
It was thus that this holy and self-denying prelate inspired 
his clergy with zeal and devotion. He taught them the 
path of duty by his instructions ; he showed them how to 
walk in it by his example. 




CHAPTER V 1 1 . 

Annual synod of the clergy — the holyoil—.)rdcr of proceedings— close intimacy 
between bishc^ and clergy — occasions of bpeciul united prayer lor the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit — missions in the diocese— revivals — the bishop's 
care for the temporal well-being of his flock— distributes clothing, tools, 
implements, &c. — promotes marriages.— Of sins venial and mortal. — Ne- 
cessity of a genuine conversion of the heart to God. 

I ROM the commenrcment of his episcopate, 
M. d'Alet made a rule to hold every year 
a synod of his clergy. At these synods he 
distributed to them the holy oil, and instructed 
them in all matters in which tliey needed their bishop's 
advice. Accordingly, when the time arrived, each of the 
clergy received an order of convocation. 'Die niral deans, 
who overlooked the six cantons of the diocese, assembled 
at the bishop's residence a few days earlier. They conferred 
with him about the religious state of the diocese, and agreed 
upon the plan of proceedings which was to occupy the 
synod ; also they considered what instructions were necessary 
to be given to each cur^. Tlie chambers in the episcopal 
residence being insufficient to lodge tlie whole of the clergy, 
M. d*Alet had accommodation provided for them with the 
citizens of the town, considering it neither fitting nor seemly 
that they should lodge at the inns or public houses. Each 
day a certain number dined with the bishop (who took care 
thaf all in turn were invited), and they went away charmed 
and delighted with their reception, and with the bishop's 
affection and cordiality. 

The proceedings of the synod opened by the celebration 
of the Holy Communion in tlie cathedral of Alet. This waF 
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succeeded by a discourse from the bishop on the duties of 
moderation, silence, and the influence of a holy example ; 
after which the hour was signified when the synod should 
commence its sittings in the bishop's private chapel. When 
all were assembled, the bishop delivered a lengthened ad- 
dress on the duties of pastors, strongly urging the necessity 
of personal holiness, and describing the power and influence 
of a devoted life as being one of the chief and most effi- 
cacious means for the conversion of the people. He urged 
upon them the obligation they were under to be always at 
their posts, and not to be absent from their parishes, — ^the 
continual presence of a watchful pastor having a powerful 
influence in keeping the disorderly in check, — and many 
evils were sure to be engendered in his absence. He con- 
cluded his discourse by very earnestly impressing upon them 
the duty of cultivating an habitual communion with God, 
by unceasing prayer, as the only means of obtaining His 
blessing upon their labours, and of drawing down rich 
measures of grace upon the souls which the Chief Shepherd 
had entrusted to their care, and of whom they would have 
to render an account at the last great day. 

It was by such earnest appeals as these that M. d*Alet 
gained the hearts of his clergy. They felt they were listen- 
ing to one who was really in earnest, and whose heart and 
soul were in his work. The hardest hearts became softened 
under his influence, and were drawn to him by the charm of 
his teaching ; his gentleness melted them, and the solemnity 
of his manner filled them with reverence. There were a few 
individuals among his clergy whose titles M. d'Alet did not 
approve of. These were the prebends of St. Paul, who held 
their cures through an indulgence from Rome. These, how- 
ever, he did not exclude fronj the synod, but he refused to 
admit them to the profession of faith which all the other 
clergy made to the bishop at its conclusion. The second 
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day's sitting was wholly occupied by the private conversa- 
tions between the bishop and his clergy. He listened to 
the account of their difficulties, and to the cases of con- 
science they had to submit to him, with a patience truly 
admirable, and never was there greater need for the exercise 
of this grace. He considered this second day*s employment 
as the most trying of all, having to deal with so many classes 
of minds and dispositions, and finding it often exceedingly 
difficult to discover their real meaning from the confused 
manner in which they expressed themselves. Never was 
the discretion, the discernment, and paternal kindness of 
M. d'Alet more conspicuous than on these trying occasions, 
when he entered into all the wants and sympathised with all 
the troubles of every individual among his clergy. He con- 
soled the desponding, by telling them not to be discouraged 
if they saw no apparent fruit from their labours ; that results 
were in the hands of God, who rescr\'ed them for Himself, 
all that He required of His servants being their patient 
labours, solicitude, and application. Those who applied 
themselves faithfully and earnestly to their duties he sus- 
tained and strengthened. He besought the careless and 
lukewarm with the most urgent entreaties to reflect seriously 
upon their lives, and in the most affectionate terms, and 
often with tears in his eyes, he conjured them to yield them- 
selves to God. Few were able to resist such tender appeals, 
and the hardest hearts were touched by them. He recom- 
mended his clergy to avoid mixing too much with their 
parishioners; that undue familiarity gave them the oppor- 
tunity to observe and criticise all the little defects of 
character in their pastors, and they would readily seize upon 
them as an excuse for their own. 

These interviews being ended, the Promoteur then made 
a statement of all the abuses which had come to his know- 
ledge, and of the complaints which had been made to h? 
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against any of the clergy. All were permitted to speak in 
th^ir defence, and, after all was concluded, the statutes, 
which were considered necessary for the requirements of the 
diocese, were drawn up and agreed to. 

The last day of the synod opened with the celebration of 
the Holy Communion in the chapel of the bishop's palace, 
in memory of all the clergy in the diocese who had died 
during the year; afterwards the agents and deputies were 
nominated, who were to be charged with the duty of attend- 
ing to the temporalities of the see during the ensuing year. 
To prevent altercations, these were all nominated by the 
bishop himself, who selected the most capable, and the 
assembly ratified his choice. He then took an affectionate 
leave of all, and exhorted them in the most touching manner 
to practise with fidelity all they had resolved upon, and with 
this the proceedings of the synod terminated. 

Thus far we have attempted to describe the means 
adopted by this admirable bishop to diffuse the light of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the length and breadth 
-of his diocese, and to kindle the faith of his people ; first 
by the missionaries from the institution of St. Lazarre ; by 
the assistance of the Jesuits ; and, lastly, by a band of de- 
voted clergy gathered around him from all quarters. And 
one might well imagine that these missionary labours, visits, 
and conferences, would have been all that was necessary to 
effect the object that M. d*Alet had so much at heart, — the 
revival of true religion in his diocese ; but, notwithstanding 
all his care and labour, he was grieved to find that there 
were many persons in the country parishes who were still 
ignorant of the very rudiments of the Christian faith. He 
found it necessary to redouble his exertions, and in his re- 
newed efforts to evangelize his people he allowed himself 
no interval of repose. But it must not be supposed that 
what had been done so far had borne no fruit. A marked 
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change for the better had overspread the face of the diocese; 
good order and respect for religion everywhere prevailed ; 
and even those who were secretly opposed to the new state 
of things, restrained by motives of fear and resp)ect, durst 
not openly exhibit any opposition. The public houses were 
deserted, the usurious practises which had so generally pre- 
vailed when M. d'Alet first arrived had in a great measure 
ceased, the few who still engaged in them were obliged to 
conceal themselves, public scandals had become less* fre- 
quent, and the godly discipline of primitive times (the re- 
storation of which in our own branch of the Church Catholic, 
as declared in one of the offices in our Book of Common 
Prayer, "is much to be wished,") was in full vigour. But 
the work was not accomplished ; this was but the beginning 
of a new era, and M. d'Alet felt that a solid and permanent 
good could only be maintained by a continual growth and 
progress which demanded untiring exertions. 

Among other means which he adopted for the furtherance 
of this great object was the appointing seasons of special 
prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit He knew that 
such solemn seasons had a great influence upon the p)eople, 
were fruitful in the conversion ot the ungodly, and in reviving 
and invigorating the faith of the true and sincere follower of 
Christ. These revival meetings were conducted as follows : 
A solemn mission was undertaken to one of the six divisions 
of the diocese; each were visited in turn. ITie company 
who were entrusted with this enterprise consisted of about 
forty ecclesiastics, selected by the bishop, some of whom 
came from Paris, Toulouse, and other places for this special 
purpose, also the most able of the clergy of the diocese, par- 
ticularly those who were specially gifted for doing the work of 
the evangelist. The bishop took care that in their temporary 
absence their parish duties should be provided for. Before 
proceeding to the scene of their labours they held a pre- 



74 NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 



paratory meeting, during which M. d'Alet gave to each in- 
dividual precise instractions as to the order of proceedings. 
He also issued an order for special prayers to be offered up 
throughout the whole of the diocese, for the blessing of God 
upon the enterprise. He also drew up some brief medita- 
tions, suitable to touch the hearts of the faithful and excite 
their piety. To the clergy of the various parishes intended 
to be visited he sent a letter of instructions, advising them 
how to prepare their parishioners for the visitation. The 
expenses incurred by these missions he himself defrayed, 
and gave a considerable sum besides, which was dispensed 
in alms to the sick and needy. 

The hour of departure having arrived, this company of 
evangelists assembled at the bishop's residence, and after 
listening to a brief but earnest exhortation they received his 
benediction, and set out each to the place assigned to them 
in the district to be visited. The bishop followed, and 
stationed himself in the centre of the scene of action, the 
various members of the mission pursuing their labours in the 
surrounding villages. He -was thus within easy reach of any 
who might require to consult him, and from whence he 
could conveniently hasten to any quarter where his presence 
might be required. The work occupied from a fortnight to 
three weeks. Nothing could exceed the joy of the peasantry 
when they heard of the arrival of their chief pastor ; they 
came to him in crowds from all quarters to show their 
gratitude, and returned delighted to have seen him, his very 
presence being sufficient to inspire them with the sentiments 
of religion. These missions were opened with great so- 
lemnity. The first week was occupied with two daily 
services, which were held one in the morning and the other 
in the evening, at both of which a long and instructive dis- 
course was given. The rest of the day was employed in 
visiting the various families, each of which had previously 
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received notice of the hour they would be called upon, so 
that all the household, the children and domestics included, 
might be assembled on the occasion. After a short prayer, 
which was offered in every house, enquiries were then made 
into the habits of the family, and all needful counsel given, 
even to the minutest detail, in what was deemed requisite to 
contribute to the peace and regularity of a well-ordered 
Christian household. The extreme poverty of many of 
these families was productive of many evils ; a very prevalent 
one was the practice of parents and children of both sexes 
sleeping together in the same bed, even when no longer 
young ; this was occasioned by their lack of means to pur- 
chase bedding. To remedy this, M. d'Alet had four hun- 
dred coverlets distributed amongst those who were in greatest 
need. In various ways, too, did this charitable pastor con- 
tribute to the temporal as well as the spiritual welfare of his 
flock. Many of them of both sexes were found to be living 
in idleness, having neither tools nor implements, nor money 
to purchase them. M. d'Alet had an ample supply of these 
procured and distributed among them. Many, too, of the 
young women in the diocese were affianced, but could not 
many, being quite unable, on account of their poverty, to 
complete the few simplest necessaries of a household, though 
the sum required for this purpose would not exceed the 
value of ten shillings. The charity of our kind-hearted 
bishop furnished numbers of them with this sum, and made 
them very happy. During these visitations nothing was 
omitted that could contribute to the peace and good order 
of families. The bishop selected from among the laity 
several pious individuals, who were also clever and intelligent 
men of business, to accompany him on these missions ; he 
employed them to aid him in terminating lawsuits which 
caused divisions in families, by bringing about a reasonable 
and amicable compromise ; cases of conscience were re 
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served for his ecclesiastical council, which he assembled for 
the purpose of deciding them. Upon any disturbance 
breaking out, it was his custom to despatch a trusty emissary 
to the place or go thither in person, his simple presence 
being always sufficient to calm the troubled waters of strife, 
for all looked up to him as to a father. 

. During the missionary enterprise of 1669 M. d*Alet was 
consulted by several of his clergy, as to the course they 
should take with those of their flock who had allowed sins 
of infirmity or surprise to become habitual. Were they in 
these cases to give or to withhold absolution ? To this he 
replied, " that, be the sin what it may, absolution must only 
be given upon a true and genuine repentance. That abso- 
lution must be withheld from those who persist in the com- 
mission of any known sin without making any effort to 
amend their lives ; but if a penitent, through infirmity, fall 
again into the same sin, and provided there is good evidence 
that by his sincere endeavours to resist sin his repentance be 
sincere, though by the force of habit he may sometimes fall, 
it does not seem right in such a case to refuse absolution or 
even to defer it, unless the individual be quite disposed to 
such postponement, for the sake of his spiritual advance- 
ment." It will doubtless be understood that the foregoing 
remarks apply only to those sins of weakness, surprise, or 
infirmity, which, the oftener they occur, the more they 
weaken the love of God in the soul which is its life ; and 
not to those deadly sins, wilful and deliberate in their nature, 
which, by quenching the Spirit, forfeit His grace and separate 
the soul from God. 

Towards the conclusion of these missionary visits, great 
pains were taken to instruct the people in the nature of 
a true and sincere repentance, and the absolute necessity of 
its heartfelt experience as the ground of all spiritual advance- 
ment. It required great effort to correct the false notion 
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prevalent among them that unless they received absolution 
and the Holy Sacrament during the fortnight or three weeks 
that the mission lasted, they would lose the grace it would 
otherwise bring them. It was incessantly impressed upon 
them that the conversion of the heart to God was the es- 
sential point without which all else were vain ; also, that as 
inveterate diseases are not cured in a day, so with the 
diseases of the soul, — a deep and lasting conversion must be 
the result of time and labour, of many prayers and tears. 




CHAPTER VIII. 

Of the seminaty of Alet — co-operation of the clergy in this work — ^paternal care 
and affection of the bishop for his clerical students — principal subjects of 
study — of the dignity of the priesthood — of the study of the Holy Scriptures 
.^of the quali^tions for Holy Orders in the primitive Sigps of the Church — 
on the learning fitting for a Chrisrian minister— ^ the true service of the 
Church — Christian study — predestination and grace — St. Augustine — care to 
be observed in administering the Holy Communion to the sick. 

O found a seminary for the instruction and train- 
ing of young men for the ministry was an object 
that M. d'Alet had long entertained, and which 
continually occupied his thoughts. It has been 
previously stated that at an early period he had gathered 
together a little band of earnest-minded young men for this 
purpose, the more advanced of whom were instructed by 
himself and his grand vicar at the episcopal residence. This 
was, however, but the commencement of a greater design 
which had yet to be expanded to its full proportions. Great 
difficulties stood in the way : there was no house in the town 
of Alet that could be obtained that was at all suitable to re- 
ceive the students and their teachers. Such also was the 
condition of the diocese at that period that it was only with 
the greatest difficulty that young men of any promise could 
be found, and, although M. d'Alet had instructed all the 
clergy to seek out diligently in their several parishes young 
men of good dispositions and abilities, exceedingly few were 
found that gave any hopes of making useful clergymen. He 
was resolved, however, to proceed with a work so essential 
to the furtherance of all his endeavours for the reformation 
of his people, and, not content to wait until a suitable build- 
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ing could be obtained, he made arrangements, without 
further delay, with those of his clergy who were willing, to 
board the young men in their houses. Notice was then 
given in every part of the diocese, that any young man that 
was disposed to enter the ministry was to proceed to Alet 
and confer with the bishop, and that those who were unable 
to pay their own expenses would receive their maintenance 
at his expense. Very soon applications were made in 
numbers that exceeded the means to accommodate them. 

At the commencement of this work, M. d*Alet undertook 
in person the instruction of these young men, who assembled 
daily at his residence for this purpose; but he soon found 
that the labour was so great as to require the whole time 
and attention of a person who could devote himself specially 
to it, and the multitude of his duties prevented him from 
doing this. It pleased God to remove this difficulty, by 
sending him a valuable assistant in M. Bonal, an ecclesiastic 
of Toulouse, who offered to undertake the conduct of the 
seminary, and applied himself to the work with great zeal 
and affection. The students assembled twice a day for 
a general instruction, which was always commenced and 
ended with prayer. They also attended the daily celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion in the bishop's chapel, and on 
Sundays and festivals listened to an exhortation from the 
bishop or his grand vicar. In the course of time a suitable 
house was obtained for the residence of these candidates for 
the ministry hitherto dispersed through the town, and now, 
living together under one roof, they formed a little com- 
munity under the direction of M. Bonal. Great care was 
taken by M. d'Alet that this band of workers, whom he was 
thus training for pastors and evangelists, should consist only 
of those who possessed an evident calling to this high voca- 
tion ; all others were dismissed. None were received above 
the age of eighteen or nineteen. Strangers from otVvet 
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dioceses were only admitted when they brought a letter of 
sanction from their own bishop, and with an undertaking on 
their part to attach themselves solely to the diocese of Alet. 
But the chief desire of M. d'Alet was to fill his seminary 
with young men from his own diocese, and he, therefore^ 
watched with deep interest the progress of all those young 
candidates in the country parishes who were under the 
training of the curds. He saw them during his visits, spoke 
with them, questioned them to ascertain their character and 
disposition, and won their hearts by his gentleness and 
affection. They were all sent to the seminary at Alet, as 
soon as they were sufficiently advanced to profit by its 
deeper instructions, and remained there until formed and 
practised in the habits of a life of piety. Here, also, they 
were perfected in the Latin tongue, and qualified to conduct 
schools, which they were sent out to establish in all parts of 
the diocese as soon as their training was completed, all other 
teachers being displaced who did not possess the necessary 
qualifications. After being thus occupied in teaching for 
a prescribed time, they again returned to the seminary to 
undergo a year's preparation for the tonsure. During the 
two years they remained in the seminary they were main- 
tained and provided for at the sole expense of the bishop ; 
but while engaged in teaching schools this expense was 
borne by the parishes in which they laboured. Although 
M. d'Alet took great care in procuring the ablest instructors 
for these candidates for the ministry, he maintained, as chief 
director, a careful supervision, and devoted to them all the 
time he could spare from his other duties, in order to form 
them in piety and make them sound theologians. He con- 
versed with them frequently, expounding to them portions 
of Holy Scripture, and enlarged upon the subjects he had 
prepared for their study. Besides these public and general 
instructions, he often talked with eacK of them privately. 
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studied their minds and character, and especially endea- 
voured to get at their hearts that he might judge of their 
vocations. Some days prior to their ordination, he re- 
doubled his efforts to prepare them for this holy institution, 
dwelling very earnestly upon its nature, origin, and respon- 
sibilities. After their entrance into Holy Orders, he sent 
them into the parishes assigned to them, giving them, before 
their departure, whatever they stood in need of for their 
personal comforts. No father could be more loving and 
tender to his children than was this good bishop to these 
young ministers of the Gospel, who had been trained under 
his own eye, and never were clergy more deeply attached to 
their chief pastor, than were these who had been so long the 
objects of his care and solicitude. 

It may be interesting as well as edifying to give some 
further account of the internal working of the seminary of 
Alet, of the subjects chosen for study, the doctrines which 
were there taught, and of the tastes and motives with which 
it was the constant endeavour of its founder to inspire the 
students. One of M. d'Alet's chief characteristics, was a 
deep and absorbing sense of the dignity and excellence of 
the Christian priesthood, established by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and vested by Him, our great High Priest, in His 
Apostles, and their successors; and it was His endeavour 
to cultivate in the minds and hearts of his clergy, a deep 
realization of this verity. He set before them all that was 
calculated to foster it, and carefully removed all subjects 
of study that had a tendency to inflate their minds, un- 
spiritualize them, and destroy their taste for those functions 
which appertain to that holy calling. " A priest," said he, 
"should indeed be learned, because our Lord has given 
him to be *the light of the world* (Matt. v. 14); but his 
learning should be simply in the law of God, because it is 
from his mouth that the people should be taught" (M^AaeVa 
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ii. 7). Acting upon this principle, he enjoined his clergy 
to make the Holy Scriptures their continual study, and by 
constant meditation upon them, with prayer for divine 
illumination to store their minds with the rich treasures of 
holy wisdom they contain, so that being well instructed 
themselves, they might be able to instruct the people. To 
this continual searching of the Holy Scriptures, as a matter 
of the first importance, he added the duty of acquiring a 
sufficient knowledge of the Canons, and a careful study of 
the principles and discipline of the Church; and it is 
worthy of remark and the reflection of all honest minds, 
that within these three divisions of study all the knowledge 
was comprised which in the primitive ages of the Church 
was deemed necessary to qualify for the Priesthood and the 
Episcopate. And seeing no more was needed in those 
happy times to form excellent ministers of the Gospel and 
great saints, it was for. that reason that this worthy bishop, 
whose single aim was the sanctification of his people, 
recommended his clergy to limit their studies to these three 
divisions. By this simple rule he preserved them from the 
dangerous temptation of discharging superficially the essen- 
tial duties of their ministry in order to apply themselves to 
profound studies in the spirit of an insatiable curiosity, 
which supplies food for the natural pride of the human 
heart, destroys the spirit of prayer, and extinguishes piety. 
M. d'Alet perceived how much this evil had contributed to 
the scholastic divinity of the age, and deeply lamented it. 
He saw with grief that the energies which might have been 
directed to bring sinners to repentance, and to win souls for 
Christ, and to diffuse among the masses a knowledge of the 
pure and simple truths of the Gospel, were absorbed by 
many in the discussion of difficult and intricate questions, 
treated with great subtlety, and much more calculated to 
embarrass the mind than to enlighten it. No such enqui- 
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ries would he admit into his seminary, nor would he willingly 
give any emplo)anent in his diocese to those who were 
addicted to this theology of the schools, unless they wholly 
renounced such studies and applied themselves in good 
earnest to the true science of the Church, — the study of the 
human heart. He frequently conversed with» his young 
students on this important subject, continually impressing 
upon their minds the danger that exists in gratifying that 
human taste for study which he told them would deprive 
them of the fruit of all their labours. He informed them 
that to appear learned in the eyes of men was a wrong 
motive for study, and equally wrong, too, to study for the 
purpose of enjo)dng the pleasure which usually accompanies 
the discovery of truth. Their true and worthy motive 
should be to obtain* that knowledge which would make 
them " wise unto salvation," and to render themselves com- 
petent to impart it to others. " Christian study," said he, 
" should ever be accompanied by the spirit of prayer, and 
they should be inseparable, for each requires great simplicity 
of mind, 'content with that measure of light and knowledge 
which God is pleased to impart* (Romans xii. 3), not desirous 
of surpassing others, but willing rather to take the lowest 
place, assured that all its labour will be fully recompensed in 
the success which it pleases God to accord it." He frequently 
lamented the blindness of some ecclesiastics, even of those 
who were not destitute of real piety. " They allow them- 
selves," said he, " to be deceived by an illusion in the choice 
of their studies; their object being good, they pursue it with 
confidence and ardour, but they are blind to their danger, 
for it too often happens that the fruit of their labours, in- 
stead of strengthening them in piety and furthering their 
growth in charity, serves but to supply food for vanity and 
self-love." 

Such were the principles that M. d'Alet instilled into his 
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clergy. He desired to see their investigations limited to 
the acquisition of that wisdom which would make them 
most useful to the people. He did not, however, condemn 
those whom God had evidently called to the defence of 
His Church, and who applied themselves to deeper study, 
labouring assiduously to cultivate the talents given to them 
for this purpose, that they might defend the truth against 
the attacks of its enemies. Unless, however, the calHng 
was evident, he deprecated any one leaving the common 
path, and trembled for those whose extensive learning was 
not accompanied with the spirit of prayer and humility. 
He remarked, when speaking on this subject, that those 
great fathers of the Church, who, like Saint Augustine, have 
defended with such wisdom* and learning the subHme 
truths of Christianity, were possessed with the grace of 
humility in a more than ordinary degree, and a depth of 
piety proportioned to the elevation of their genius and the 
extent of their acquirements. He applied this principle 
also when speaking of those great sufferers for the Truth 
in his own day, — that devoted band of Christian men and 
women which formed the community of Port Royal; and 
regarded their trials and sufferings as a preservative against 
the danger to which their humility was exposed, in conse- 
quence of their extraordinary talents and the brilliancy of 
their writings. Knowing how few have any real calling for 
these learned studies, he always warned his clergy against 
them, as a snare tending to draw them away from their true 
duties, — the care and teaching of their flocks, which ought 
to absorb their whole and undivided attention. He exhorted 
them to read little and to meditate much, as the surest method 
for the permanent acquisition of truth. " Rapid studies," 
said he, "make but a feeble impression upon the mind; 
they do but glide, so to speak, over its surface, and the con- 
fused traces which they leave behind often serve but to 
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increase the darkness. Let your studies be regnlated by 
order and method, and take care that the lessons they im- 
part be engraven deeply on the mind by means of medita- 
tion ; they will then become a source of light, and whatever 
is acquired in this way will never be forgotten." 

While thus M. d^Alet dissuaded his clergy from pursuing 
those investigations which are not consistent with the ordi- 
nary employments of a minister of Jesus Christ, he required 
them to be well grounded and informed in Christian 
doctrine, and the rules and practice of holy living. In the 
instructions which were given to them in the seminary of 
Alet upon the Lord*s Prayer, the Apostles' Creed, the Com- 
mandments of God, and the Sacraments of the Church, 
under which four divisions, it may be said, all sound thec- 
logy is contained, nothing was omitted which in any way 
related to Christian life and doctrine. Previous to the 
lectures which M. d*Alet delivered to them upon the pro- 
found mysteries of predestination and grace, it pleased God 
to permit him to revive the prejudices which through 
erroneous teaching he had contracted in his youth on these 
two important subjects, for ages the fruitful sources of un- 
happy divisions. Knowing that the Church has ever fol- 
lowed the teaching of Saint Augustine on these two points 
of doctrine, he applied himself to study the writings of this 
great Father, and while doing so, his prejudices vanished, 
and the solid foundations of piety, humility, and Christian 
confidence which he discovered in them, filled him with 
delight. No less was he gratified in perceiving what a 
perfect knowledge they displayed of the natural corruption 
and depravity of the human heart, and of the wounds which 
original sin has made in the being of man, its poison, to 
speak figuratively, flowing in the veins of every child of 
Adam, impairing all his capabilities, and inclining hit" 
evil ; ajid on the other hand, of that sovereign grace oi 
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earned and purchased by the Death and Passion of His Son, 
and of its sufficiency in remedying the natural incapacity of 
man for all good, and enabling him by means of its invin- 
cible efficacy to live in the practice of every Christian 
virtue. 

Persuaded that, among the mysteries of the Christian 
faith, there were none that human reason has shown itself 
more curious to penetrate than those of predestination and 
grace, M. d'Alet took especial care in the lectures which 
were delivered in his seminary upon these doctrines, to limit 
very strictly the dangerous spirit of an inordinate curiosity 
which he regarded as a rock upon which shipwreck has 
often been made; and to those specious objections which 
human reason in its pride and blindness has ever opposed 
to Catholic verities, he would always reply in the words of 
St. Paul : " O man, who art thou that replyest against 
God?" (Romans ix. 20.) "O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearch- 
able are His judgments, and His ways past finding out !" 
(Romans xi. 13.) 

There was one admonition which he always earnestly 
pressed upon his clergy respecting the administration of the 
Holy Sacrament to the sick; viz., on no occasion to ad- 
minister it before previously explaining its nature and 
effects, and the disposition of heart, which is so absolutely 
necessary in order to obtain the benefits of a worthy re- 
ceiving thereof. He continually warned his clergy against 
the dangerous habit into which so many fall, of performing 
their priestly functions in a mechanical way, which gradually 
divests them of that true spirit of holiness, which it is 
impossible to communicate to others unless they be them- 
selves partakers of it. 

Upon the subject of the Sacraments of the Church, and 
all other matters of Christian faith and doctrine, he ex- 
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plained to his clergy whatever was dangerous in the opinions 
of the crowd of new writers who have attacked the truth 
in these later times, and corrupted the true faith by the 
laxity of their doctrines. " The law of God," said he, 
"ought to be your guide and light; by /'/ you will be 
judged. It is given to us in Holy Scripture, which has 
been written for our learning, * Let this Word of God be 
your constant study.' Read, too, the Fathers and the holy 
Canons, which are the faithful interpreters of it, and avoid 
all those casuistic writers of modem times whose aim is to 
weaken the force of the Holy Law of God by flattering the 
passions of men." 




CHAPTER IX. 

Invites the clergy to visit him in turn — success of the seminary — brief account 
of some of its inmates — M, de Ciron— M. Leonard — M. Taura — M. de 
Beauvoir— of the laity who entered the seminary — M. de Montaign — two 
communities of monks, Dominicans and Hermits of St. Augnstine — ^their 
opposition, and refractory spirit— appeals to Rome against them — ^reply of 
the Pope. 

HILE M. d'Alet was thus training a fresh band 
of earnest workers for the reformation of his 
diocese, he relaxed none of his endeavours to 
reclaim the old clergy. As they had never re- 
ceived any such training, nor experienced the restraints of 
a seminary, he invited them, each in their turn, to visit him, 
commencing with those who were the most tractable, and 
particularly with the curds of the more important parishes. 
They all, with few exceptions, accepted the invitation of 
their pastor. The period of their visit occupied a fortnight ; 
it afforded them a kind of " retreat," during which they were 
exercised in the proper manner of prayer, of catechising and 
preaching, and of fulfilling correctly all the functions of their 
ministry. The success of these visits exceeded M. d'Alet*s 
most sanguine expectations. They returned most gratified 
and filled with ardour, and the account which they gave to 
their Mends of the kindness which had been shown to them 
•^oo, and of the edification they had received in 
Id, excited in their brother curds an eager- 
a to arrive that they might share the same 

Qg before the increasing reputation of the 
. spreading far and wide, reached the most 
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distant parts, and attracted from various (juarters both clerj.7 
and laity, who applied to be received within its cioors. that, 
under the guidance of its holy bishop, they might be in- 
structed in the rules and practice of a Christian life. ( ri 
the good fruit that was borne in the lives of these appI.rar.tA 
who were admitted within its walls, a few example) may Lc 
interesting to the reader of these pages. 

M. de Ciron while very young had entered the mor^stcr;.' 
of the Chartreux, and had assumed the habit, ».*Ji tr.c .n- 
tention of making profession as soon as he hail ffAn^'.fjci 
his novitiate ; but the severity of the rule prictised l> v...* 
Order being too much for his delicate health to sup>>rt, r.^ 
was obliged to relinquish his design. After rcTrjt>..r^- ^jtjh 
time in retreat, wholly occupied in prayer ar*'! r:.-: n^.y 'A 
the Holy Scriptures, he came to consult M. d'.\ic*^ '/ ^i-.-vv: 
reputation he had been ad\ised Our gv^i '*J.*:.fr^. >rr- 
ceiving in him a marked vocation for the m;.'i.-,:r.. f c/.r. -r.-r-; 
him to return to Toulouse, and prepare h.ni9c-f 10 r-^'r .t 
Holy Orders from its archbishop. Plar.in;: hisLatl: ^rx'.f^t 
the direction of M. d'Alet, he came to \W.\ r..::. r-jcr, \::^, 
to time to receive his advice, and ger.cxally iz/./jciv*.". 't;: 
him in his journeys in the diocese. On cr-t v/^iyx. Vjt* 
arrived at a mountain hamlet in one of the "ByiiriS zat -. vr 

m 

the coimtry. The inhabitants of this hac^Iif. l^^-^' rr.r.'- .*r: 
of all ministerial succour during the m-lzitcr rvjr.v. l » ••r-^ 
the passes among their mountaiikS were L^yxk-rsi -.;. • v. 
snow, besought their bishop to appoi-t i. yrjesr. \', r-^^'^, 
with them, and to officiate in a little chaj^l "Bhyr, v^i -.uC 
constructed. M. de Ciron, touched mri: ivt r^t^ni -/ Vfr;it 
poor uncivilized mountaineers, beg^t4 M. c >«*:-. -/^ i.>^ 
him to take this duty, sa}iDg, in the •onri% r/ Vi Ijk, v-rfj'JL. 
" Try me, and see, if in selecting me for tlvt =LJL.j'j7 ly^'- 
worthy of your choice." Chaimed wi-, r>t * — - ^ •'^;i-A 
would thus willingly give up the idea 0: i:: 'f- .-r^^u., >^ 
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sition in the Church, for which his talents and his piety so 
well fitted him, M. d*Alet did not, however, accede to his 
request, but shortly after procured his appointment to the 
Chancellorship of the University of Toulouse, to which was 
subsequently added the charge of the large and populous 
parish which comprised nearly one half of that important 
city. It had been greatly neglected, the ministerial duties 
were performed by hired priests, and the people were in 
a state of abandonment. By the labours of M. de Ciron, 
assisted by a few earnest men, which the endeavours of 
M. d'Alet had procured for him, it was not long before 
a marked improvement took place in the character and dis- 
position of the people, the duties of religion were attended 
to, and good order re-established. 

The following is another instance of the happy results of 
the Christian training of the seminary of Alet. M. Leonard 
was the eldest son of one of the wealthiest and most in- 
fluential families in the city of Narbonne. It had pleased 
God to touch his heart, and, obedient to the call, he forsook 
all to follow Christ, and giving up to a younger brother his 
right of succeeding to the family estate, he placed himself 
under the direction of M. d*Alet, and entered his seminary. 
After passing through the usual course of instruction and 
training, and after being subjected to many proofs, M. d*Alet 
was so well satisfied with his progress in piety that he ad- 
mitted him to Holy Orders. So great was his humility that 
he could not be prevailed upon to accept any benefice or 
undertake any charge of souls. He confined himself to the 
work of preaching the Gospel to the poor in the most neg- 
lected parts of the diocese, and in catechising the ignorant 
From his private means he established schools for children, 
and provided for the wants of the poor. His labours were 
not confined to the diocese of Alet ; he returned to Nar- 
bonne, his native town, and pursued the same works of 



NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 9 1 



charity in his own neighbourhood. During the prevalence 
of the cholera, which visited Narbonne and carried off great 
numbers of its inhabitants, his faith and constancy were 
beyond all praise. He was on the point of setting out for 
Alet when this fearful scourge made its appearance. Relin- 
quishing his intention, he remained in Narbonne during the 
whole time it raged, in order to succour the poor who were 
most exposed to its fury. When all was over, he returned 
to Alet with the intention of resuming his labours of love, 
and soon after entered that eternal rest which remains for 
the people of God, deeply regretted by all the inhabitants 
of that province. 

M. Taura was another eminent Christian whom it pleased 
God to separate for Himself under the guidance of our good 
bishop. A native of the same province of Narbonne, and 
moving in the highest circles of society, M. Taura united the 
advantages of birth with those of a brilliant and well-in- 
formed mind and the polished manners of a gentleman. He 
had come to Toulouse, where the court was at that time 
holding its sittings, in order to receive the emoluments of 
a richly endowed abbey which one of his uncles had resigned 
in his favour. It happened that M. d'Alet was at that time 
visiting Toulouse. They met, and while conversing with 
him on various occasions, M. d'Alet took the opportunity to 
endeavour to win him from the world to God. These con- 
versations did not at that time make much impression on 
M. Taura, but the seed of Divine truth had been sown, and 
the grace of God — to whom the souls of the rich and poor 
are alike precious — ^had prepared the soil for its reception, 
which in due time brought forth an abundant harvest. He 
returned home, but his gaiety had fled ; the words of the 
good bishop recurred again and again to his mind, his con- 
science was agitated, and he took the resolution, in spite of 
the opposition of his family and friends, to resign the rich 
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abbey with its ample revenues, and to take up the Cross and 
follow Christ. He placed himself under M. d*Alet's direc- 
tion, and remained for several years an inmate of his 
seminary, edifying all around him by his life of penitence 
and humility. Not judging it proper to admit him to Holy 
Orders, M. d'Alet employed him in catechising and giving 
religious instruction in several parishes of his diocese. His 
pleasing exterior, his gentle and engaging manner, his ex- 
emplary piety, and the clearness and unction of his appeals 
won all hearts. He applied himself very zealously in heal- 
ing divisions and reconciling family quarrels in the spirit of 
our Lord's words, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God," and his efforts in this 
direction were abundantly blessed. An attack of weakness 
in the chest obliged him to return to his native place, where 
he continued until his death the same labours of love which 
he had pursued so successfully in the diocese of Alet. 

Of all the eminently pious followers of our Lord, who 
were formed and moulded, so to speak, beneath the eye of 
our good bishop, there were none who in a greater degree 
imbibed his spirit and followed his example more closely 
than M. de Beauvoir. Before the appointment of M. d'Alet 
it had been his duty to take charge of the temporaUties of 
the see while it remained vacant, and it was he who informed 
M. d*Alet, on his arrival, of all matters connected with the 
state of the diocese. Subsequently, M. de Beauvoir entered 
the seminary of Alet, and after a very successful course of 
training was there ordained priest. The zeal of our good 
bishop for the glory of God, and for the reformation of His 
Church in other dioceses besides that of Alet, induced him 
to send M. de Beauvoir into that of Bourges, of which he 
was a native, to commence a work of reform which was there 
so much needed. The endeavours of M. de Beauvoir to 
gain the hearts of the clergy of the country parishes were so 
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successful, that he prevailed upon them to follow the method 
pursued in Alet in their various instructions and discourses. 
His mission was attended with the happiest results. The 
reformation which his labours had induced reached the ears 
of the Prince of Conti, who conceived for him so great an 
esteem, that he sent for him, and invested him with authority 
to visit all his estates, to take cognizance of the conduct of 
the priests and officers of justice, to remedy scandals, reform 
abuses, repair and ornament the churches that had fallen 
into decay, and to do all that was necessary for the re-estab- 
lishment of good order. In this great undertaking he 
laboured with success until it pleased God to take him to 
his reward. 

The increasing reputation of our good bishop, and the 
renown of his seminary, attracted not only members of the 
clergy to Alet, but numerous individuals from among the 
laity also, among whom were several of high rank among 
the French nobility, who were desirous of placing them- 
selves under the guidance of so enlightened a director of 
souls. Under his teaching these penitent recluses became 
models of piety, and their holy and regular lives were an 
example even to the clergy. Eminent among these for zeal 
and usefulness was M. de Montaign. He had abandoned 
the military profession in order to devote the rest of his life 
to the exercises of piety, and rendered the most valuable 
assistance to M. d'Alet. No grand vicar ever laboured with 
greater zeal and success than did this Christian gentleman, 
under the direction of his bishop. It may be said that he 
even exercised the functions of that office in the exhortations 
he gave to the people in those places where the bishop had 
sent him to endeavour to bring them back to a sense of their 
religious obligations. The penitent life of this worthy man, 
his Christian zeal, and eminent piety, all contributed in 
a powerful degree to influence those who came, in contact 
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with him, and many were the applications that were made 
by his friends to the bishop to have him admitted to Holy 
Orders, But the very exalted idea of the Christian priest- 
hood, which, it has been previously observed, was a marked 
characteristic of our good bishop, made him exceedingly 
careful in his selection of those persons whom he admitted 
into its ranks. It was not to their present state and qualifi- 
cations only that he looked, — these might be all that could 
be desired, — ^but he also took into consideration the history 
of their past lives, and, in the case of M. de Montaign, the 
irregularities of his youth were a fatal hindrance in the eyes 
of M. d'Alet to his elevation to the priesthood. In adopting 
these exclusive principles he followed the rule and discipline 
of the Church in primitive times, which invariably prohibited 
those persons from ever entering Holy Orders who had fallen 
from their baptismal innocence by some crime which had 
subjected them to canonical penance. The self-denying 
labours of this Christian gentleman attracted the notice of 
the Prince of Conti, while passing through Alet on his way 
to Italy to take command of the French forces. He made 
his acquaintance, and so highly did he esteem his character 
that, in spite of all opposition, he attached him to his suite, 
and took him to Italy. He returned with the Prince from 
his Italian campaign, and soon after his arrival at Bordeaux 
was seized with an illness of which he died. 

In the diocese of Alet were two communities of monks, 
the one Dominicans the other Hermits of St. Augustine. 
It might naturally have been supposed that these two 
brotherhoods would have supplied valuable help to M. d'Alet 
in his great undertaking, and have rendered him great as- 
sistance in diffusing among his people the principles of our 
holy faith. Here were a numerous band of men, who, in 
order the better to serve God, had renounced the world, not 
only in principle, as every Christian professes to do in Holy 
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Baptism, but had literally left it, freed themselves from all 
secular occupation, and by taking the threefold vow of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience, had divested themselves 
from all enctimbrance of the cares of life, so that the whole 
of their time and thoughts might be devoted to an uninter- 
rupted attention to prayer and holy exercises. Under these 
considerations, it might fairly have been hoped that in these 
two religious brotherhoods M. d*Alet would have found 
a phalanx of Christian warriors, fully equipped with the 
whole armour of God, strong in faith and piety, ready to do 
battle with sin and ignorance and error for the glory of God 
and the good of His Church. Unfortunately, all such hopes 
were disappointed. M. d'Alet received no assistance what- 
ever from these communities ; on the contrary, they were 
a continual thorn in his side, and, far from aiding him in the 
good work of diffusing the knowledge of vital Christianity 
throughout the diocese, they became the chief sources of 
opposition to his labours for this object, and endeavoured in 
various ways to render these labours ineffectual. 

The opposition of these two convents to the good work 
which M. d'Alet was pursuing obliged him at last to appeal 
to Rome against them. In a letter addressed to Pope 
Alexander VII. he complains that these convents opposed 
greatly his efforts for the reformation of the diocese ; that 
they set at defiance his episcopal authority, and drew away 
the people from their legitimate pastors by inviting them to 
attend their services, which were held at the same hour as 
the public services of the parishes, thus depriving them of 
the instructions they would otherwise receive from their own 
pastors. He complained, too, that their practices were op- 
posed to that right and due administration of the Sacraments 
to which he was striving to accustom the people, and that 
both in public and private, by preaching and conversation, 
in defiance of his authority, they promulgated doctrines and 
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opinions contrary to those which he and his clergy laboured 
to diffuse among the people. " I have considered it my 
duty," he concludes, " to acquaint your Holiness with these 
things, in the hope that your pastoral care and solicitude 
would deign to remedy an evil of such magnitude, and bring 
about a right state of things." 

This application to the Pope was fruitless of any good 
result ; it indeed drew forth a reply expressed in terms most 
pohte and eulogistic, highly commending our good bishop 
for his pastoral vigilance, and especially for his submission 
to the holy see, but, instead of rendering him any assistance 
by repressing the opposition of the monks or subjecting 
them to episcopal control, it simply enclosed a bundle of 
" Indulgences " wherewith to reward those who made epis- 
copal visits to Alet, attended its conferences, or underwent 
a retreat in its seminary. 




CHAPTER X. 

Some of the clergy are intractable — no true calling — severe measures — oppo- 
sition of the Metropolitan — pluralities and non-residence — M. de 1 Estang — 
persecution — lawsuit — great firmness of M. d'Alet— deliberates slowly — acts 
with vigour and constancy—irregularities of some of the clergy — prevailing 
vice — instance — sharp remedies — Capuchins of Limoux — presentation of 
livings — many submit to the strict rule of M. d'Alet— clergy accused of 
crimes — placed in confinement — how treated. 

ILTHOUGH the efforts of M. d'Alet to reform 
his clergy were upon the whole successful, 
there still remained a certain number who 
resisted every appeal, and remained incorri- 
gible. These individuals had entered the ministry without 
any true calling thereto, and had no real capacity for 
the performance of its sacred functions, nor, indeed, any 
sense whatever of experimental religion. They looked upon 
their profession as a trade, which they had adopted from 
mere mercenary motives. Several of them lived in the 
habitual practise of drunkenness and debauchery ; they were 
usurers, lending money to the needy at exorbitant rates of 
interest, and they wallowed in all kinds of vice. Those 
who were the least abandoned passed their time in sloth 
and idleness, which kept them in a state of ignorance and 
stupidity, and rendered them incapable of raising them- 
selves above the enjoyment of earthly things. 

Long had M. d'Alet sighed over this melancholy state of 
things, and with many prayers had he besought the Divine 
assistance for its remedy. At length, he conceived it to be 
his duty to repress, by the force of his authority, those whom 
he had vainly endeavoured so long and repeatedly to lead 

H 
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by gentle remonstrance and persuasion. It must be painful 
for a soul established in charity to use measures of severity, 
though there are occasions when it is the truest charity to 
adopt them, namely, when all other means have failed to 
rescue souls from their eternal ruin. It was long before our 
good bishop could bring himself to use severity, but when 
once he had determined upon this course, which he only did 
after much thought and prayer, he acted at once and with 
vigour. Judicial information of the irregularities of the 
offenders was laid before him ; they were served with epis- 
copal admonitions, decrees of imprisonment followed, and 
legal proceedings were issued against those who, convicted 
of their crimes, had taken flight. Unhappily, however, these 
vigorous measures were too often frustrated by the Metro- 
politan, the Archbishop of Narbonne, to whom many of 
these fugitives appealed, and under whose protection they 
found an asylum. The Archbishop of Narbonne, who en- 
tertained a prejudice against M. d'Alet, either upset or 
weakened many of his judicial sentences. The following 
was one which was thus set aside : A cur^ had been arraigned 
before the episcopal court of Alet for a gross act of de- 
bauchery with a daughter of one of his parishioners, who 
had come to him for spiritual advice. This crime resulted 
in the birth of a child which its mother destroyed. The 
criminal was deprived of his cure, and declared by the 
bishop incapable of ever again holding any benefice. This 
sentence was set aside by the Metropolitan, who, after 
a short suspension, reinstated him in his former position. 

Our good bishop had to contend with a serious evil which 
existed in his diocese, too common, alas ! in many other 
dioceses besides that of Alet, — the enjoyment of ecclesias- 
tical revenues by non-resident clergy. An instance may be 
mentioned to show in what light M. d*Alet regarded this 
great abuse, and the way in which he dealt with it. Deter- 
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mined to remedy a practice which he felt to be in every way 
wrong in principle and most injurious to the cause of re- 
ligion, he commenced with the dean of his cathedral, who 
occupied the post of Counsellor to the Parliament of 
Toulouse. This magistrate neither resided in Alet, nor 
attended to the duties of the office he held there, his only 
concern being for its revenues which were considerable. 
M. d*Alet had long remonstrated with him, and had used 
those arguments which he considered would have had the 
most weight with an individual in his position, but in vain. 
At last he issued an episcopal ordonnance commanding all 
the titled clergy, as well as all those who were in possession 
of benefices requiring residence, to return to them instantly, 
under penalty of excommunication and suspension. The 
dean, who had received a copy of this ordonnance, startled 
by its vigour and severity, returned immediately to Alet, and 
was received by the bishop with the greatest kindness and 
cordiality. Convinced by his reasons, and perceiving him 
to be inflexibk in his determination, the dean relinquished 
his office, with the emoluments attached to it, exchanging it 
for benefices situated in other dioceses. In consequence of 
this exchange, the office of dean of Alet became the pro- 
perty of a young gentleman of Toulouse who was preparing 
for the Church. Having as yet only received the tonsure, 
and not being in Holy Orders, the bishop would not permit 
him to enjoy the honorary rights and precedency attached 
to this dignity, which would have placed him above the 
priests. After several interviews with the bishop, whose 
firmness and determination convinced him of the uselessness 
of offering any further opposition, and whose gentle manner 
won his heart, he relinquished the idea of entering the eccle- 
siastical profession, and laid the valuable appointment he 
had purchased at the bishop's feet. 

A similar misfortune happened to M. d'Alet on this oc 
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casion to that which had been experienced by 5t. Augustine 
when he nominated Anthony to the bishopric of Fussalles, 
M. de I'Estang, to whom this appointment was given, ap- 
peared in every way worthy of it, and his life at this time 
was truly edifying, but his subsequent history was deplorable, 
and he became eventually his benefactor's most cruel enemy. 
Belonging to one of the chief families of Toulouse, he had 
entered the ecclesiastical state at an early age, and on the 
occasion of one of M. d'Alet's visits to that city had con- 
sulted him upon the design he entertained of retiring from 
the world and entering a monastery. M. d'Alet endeavoured 
to dissuade him from adopting such a course, and counselled 
him to prefer the clerical estate with its active usefulness to 
the life of the cloister, — that, by such a choice, he would 
more favourably employ his talents for God in the service of 
the Church. He followed this advice, and the year follow- 
ing M. d'Alet received him into his own household, admitting 
him among the number of those whom he termed "his 
family," and who resided under his roof. His conduct was 
exemplary, he received instruction with docility, and dis- 
played at first considerable intelligence. His capacity was, 
however, small, and not feeling himself possessed of any 
talent for directing souls, he occupied himself with various 
works of piety and charity, and was charged with the care 
of the altars and the cathedral ornaments. No sooner 'was 
he elevated to the post of dean than his conduct imme- 
diately changed, the natural pride of a heart unrenewed by 
grace broke out, and on the occasion of the death of the 
vicar-general, displayed itself by aspiring to the vacant office. 
Finding that M, d'Alet made no proposition to him on this 
subject, his vanity was wounded, and in his absence, and 
without his sanction, he presumed upon imdertaking some 
of the duties connected with this post. Being informed of 
this irregularity, M. d'Alet wrote to him an admonitory letter 
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requesting him at once to desist. Extremely mortified to 
find that he was held in less consideration than he had 
imagined, his feeling towards the bishop changed into dis- 
like which daily increased in bitterness. He attached him- 
self to the refractory canons, who carried on a system of 
opposition to the bishop, left the episcopal residence, and 
took up his lodging in the town. Not satisfied with this, he 
sought every opportunity to injure and annoy his kind bene- 
factor, and circulated all kinds of injurious reports and 
calumnies respecting him. It was at this time that the affair 
of the famous formulary, which we shall have again to allude 
to more at length, was making such a stir in the Church of 
France ; and as the irreproachable conduct of the bishop 
presented no handle for attack, it was with him as with the 
persecuted prophet of old, respecting whom it was said, 
" We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except 
we find it against him concerning the law of his God.'^ 
(Dan. vi. 5.) Consequently, this unworthy dean immediately 
seized the opportunity of the bishop's refusal to sign this 
celebrated document, to decry him both in Rome and Paris. 
The vague accusation of Jansenism, however, which was 
brought against him, though supported by all the power and 
influence of the Jesuits, was ineffectual. No better success 
attended the legal process with which M. de I'Estang and 
his associates perseveringly pursued him. They lost their 
cause, and were condemned to submit themselves to their 
bishop, and to seek his absolution from the censures they 
had deservedly drawn upon themselves. M. de I'Estang, 
mortified by the ill success of his schemes, impoverished by 
the expenses of his lawsuit, and abandoned even by the 
Jesuits, his protectors and instigators, retired to Toulouse in 
an imbecile state of mind. 

Under these severe trials and persecutions, the conduct 
of M. d'Alet was truly edifying. The legal process with 
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which the dean and his associates, supported by the Jesuits, 
pursued him, was well calculated to harass and perplex him. 
Convinced of the goodness of his cause, he undertook its 
defence from views which were above all human motives, 
and commended it to God with humble resignation to His 
will. Having done this, he remained calm and tranquil, 
even when his trials were the most severe. He never left 
his diocese, or discontinued for a single day the functions of 
his ministry. The principles upon which he acted in this 
affair appear in a letter addressed to his friend M. de Ciron, 
who had suggested an accommodation. 

The reason why he could not enter into the accommo- 
dation proposed, he replied, was that he felt he ought not 
to seek his own repose to the prejudice of the cause of 
Church discipline which M. de TEstang had in every way 
violated, and especially had he done so in bringing matters 
purely ecclesiastical before secular tribunals. For himself, 
his endeavour had been to act in accordance with the rules 
of that discipline, and in this path of duty he had found 
true peace. If, on the other hand, he were to assent to such 
a proposition, the discipline of the Church, which he was 
endeavouring to maintain, would receive a fatal blow, and 
the refractory spirits in his diocese, who were attentively 
watching his conduct in this affair, would instantly take ad- 
vantage of it ; that, if he acted simply with a view to tem- 
poral things, gladly would he assent to any equitable arrange- 
ment, but he was convinced that if, on the present occasion, 
he relaxed a single point, he should betray his ministry; 
that he would much rather submit to be unjustly condemned, . 
for he should at least have the consolation of having done 
his duty. Besides, being by virtue of his office of chief 
pastor charged with the salvation of his persecutors, who 
were members of his communion, he could not in conscience 
consent to their injustice, so totally opposed to all ecclesias- 
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tical rules ; that his present duty was to pray to God un- 
ceasingly that He would turn their hearts back again, for 
the edification of his diocese and the good order of his 
cathedral church. 

It will have been perceived that firmness of purpose w^as 
a very distinguishing feature in the mind of M. d'Alet, and 
were it not that he was totally free from prejudice, this 
quality of mind might have settled into obstinacy. It was 
not so, however. A mind that allows itself to be swayed by 
feeling, or that judges hastily without patiently investigating 
the truth, will very likely be obstinate or vacillating. But 
this was not the character of M. d'Alet. In all matters of 
importance he was slow in acting. He pondered long on 
the course he should take ; he i)rayed much ; he examined 
with care. He used his reason and judgment as the instru- 
ments which God had given him for discerning the truth, 
first seeking to have them strengthened and enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit of Truth ; and when once the path of duty 
was clearly discerned, no human consideration could turn 
him from it. His firmness was inflexible. No matter what 
dangers menaced him, with a manly courage he faced them 
allj nothing could intimidate him, or turn him from his 
purpose, when acting with a single aim for the glory of God 
and the welfare of His Church. 

There were other members of the cathedral chapter whose 
irregularities caused M. d'Alet deep pain, and against whom 
he was obliged at last to act with severity, but not before he 
had exhausted all the means his charity could suggest to 
bring them to a sense of their duty. His archdeacon, espe- 
cially, cost him many prayers and tears. He had abandoned 
himself to a life of ease and self-indulgence ; M. d'Alet 
having been informed of the irregularities of which, though 
without any positive proof, he was frecjuently suspected, for- 
bade his presence on those occasions when in his episcopal 
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office he performed service in the cathedral. He even went 
so far as to refuse him publicly the Holy Communion, when 
he presented himself with the other canons to receive it 
from his hands, hoping by this means to bring him to re- 
pentance. The archdeacon, imagining that M. d'Alet would 
never have risked such an expedient as this had he not been 
possessed of proof sufficient to convince him of the crimes 
his conscience accused him of, dare not complain, although 
by this proceeding he was held up to public contempt. He 
even had the prudence to avoid the blow, which he feared 
would fall upon him when the time came for the bishop's 
chaplain to make his report of those whose lives were 
a public scandal. In the presence, therefore, of his brother 
clergy, he confessed his faults, declared his repentance, and 
received the public penance which the bishop thought proper 
to impose. Some time after, having relapsed into the same 
irregularities, of which there was convincing proof, judicial 
proceedings were taken against him. He was deprived of 
his ecclesiastical dignities, which the bishop permitted him 
to exchange for the office in the monastery of St. Adrien, 
which was at that period filled by M. Brandine, an individual 
of exemplary piety, and who, under the direction of our 
good bishop, discharged for many years the duties of the 
archdeaconry of Alet. 

It would be needless to enumerate the various judicial 
proceedings which the bishop undertook against those 
members of his clergy who, holding benefices in the diocese, 
refused to remain in residence. In all cases these severe 
but necessary measures were preceded by the kindest en- 
treaties and remonstrances, and it was not until all means 
had been tried and failed, that some were dispossessed of 
their benefices altogether, and others condemned to pay 
fines proportioned to their revenues. He exercised similar 
authority towards the curds and vicars who, without proper 
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cause, absented themselves from the conferences of the 
diocese. The result was, by degrees the whole number of 
what may be termed the refractory clergy were brought into 
submission. 

Of all the vices that prevailed in the diocese, there was 
none that gave the bishop so much pain and labour to over- 
come as the incontinence of the clergy. Many were callous 
to his most pathetic exhortations, and took such precautions 
that all his endeavours to obtain sufficient proof to have 
them convicted were rendered fruitless. Determined not to 
be beaten, the bishop then issued admonitory letters, which 
obliged all who possessed any knowledge of these crimes to 
come forward and give information. This had the desired 
effect ; and, to give an instance, among other depositions 
was one against the Curd of Bdzu, who was accused of 
living in adultery with one of his parishioners whose hus- 
band had separated from her. The inhabitants of the place, 
who had not dared to speak, as the squire had given the 
curd his countenance and protection, upon the publication 
of the bishop's mandate, made their deposition, upon which 
the accused was arrested and committed to prison. The 
Prince de Conti arriving about this time at Alet, the squire 
of Bdzu, accompanied by some of his friends, prayed him to 
act as a mediator in this affair, promising on the part of the 
curd that he would submit to whatever penance the bishop 
should think fit to impose. M. d'Alet, whose heart was 
touched at the thought of the misery to which this unhappy 
man would be exposed if he abandoned him to the secular 
courts, joyfully consented to the proposition which was 
made, upon the condition that the prisoner should first 
confess his crime. This he did, in presence of the Prince 
de Conti and some other witnesses ; whereupon the bishop 
interdicted him from all ministerial functions, imposed upon 
him canonical penance, the order of which was given to him 
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in writing, and ordered him, in accordance with the ancient 
canons, to retire into a monastery. Had there been any- 
genuine repentance in this case, these measures, so wisely- 
conceived and so conformable to the true spirit of Church 
discipline, would doubtless have been attended with most 
salutary results ; in the absence of any such feeling they had 
a contrary effect. To accomplish his penance he entered 
the Capuchin monastery of Limoux, but scarcely had he 
been there a month when several of the members of that 
fraternity, instead of aiding him by their counsel and prayers 
to seek for the grace of true repentance before God, fanned 
the flame of resentment against his bishop, and urged him 
to appeal against his sentence before the parliament of 
Toulouse. The Capuchins of Limoux had been prohibited 
by the bishop from foraging, or, in other words, from making 
begging excursions in the diocese of Alet, having found that 
they opposed his authority and endeavoured to counteract 
his teaching. This proceeding roused their animosity against 
M. d*Alet, and they seized the opportunity of revenging 
themselves by espousing the cause of the Cur^ of B6zu. 
They persuaded him to leave the monastery, lodged him at 
Toulouse, and espoused his cause with so much ardour that 
they succeeded in obtaining for him a favourable decree, 
against which M. d*Alet was obliged to proceed in the courts 
of Paris. The curd accordingly proceeded to Paris, where 
he was still powerfully assisted by the Capuchins, who spared 
no efforts to have the decree of Toulouse confirmed. After 
being occupied some years in this affair, declaiming furiously 
against his bishop, this unhappy man was seized with 
a cancer in the eye, which overspread the whole face, and 
he died in the same impenitence in which he had lived. 

Another evil prevailed in the diocese, which tended greatly 
to frustrate the labours of our good bishop for the sanctifi- 
cation of his people. This was the indiscriminate presen- 
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tation of Church livings. The authority of the bishop was 
powerless to remedy this grievous abuse, and he could but 
sigh over it, and pray for the merciful overruling of God. 
It frequently happened that these presentations were made 
to individuals whose lives and doctrine the bishop could 
not approve, and who were obliged to have recourse to the 
Metropolitan, who was not so particular. All that the bishop 
could do on these occasions was to pray the more earnestly 
for his Church, and especially for those who entered its 
ministry from inferior motives, taking upon themselves the 
instruction and guidance of souls, and whom he knew to be 
unfit for so solemn and responsible a duty. The principal 
number of those who were in this manner possessed of 
benefices were, nevertheless, much grieved to feel that they 
were holding them against the will of their bishop, for whom 
they could not but feel a deep veneration, and great were 
tiie efforts they made to obtain his assent and approval. 
They met with no success. Those whom the bishop could 
not hinder he tolerated, but nothing could induce him to 
consent to any appointment against the light of his judg- 
ment. His firmness in this respect was frequently attended 
with happy results. It so deeply affected some of those who 
had obtained the countenance of the Metropolitan that it 
led them at length to resign the livings which they held by 
this means. Two examples of this kind will serve to show 
how remarkable was the influence of this holy man upon 
those with whom he had to deal. 

M. Courtet had been appointed to a benefice of which 
a portion of the revenue had been reserved by the pro- 
prietor. To this M. d'Alet gave his decided refusal, and 
M. Courtet thereupon obtained the visa of another less 
scrupulous bishop. This being upset by a decree of council, 
he had recourse to the Metropolitan, who gave him his sup- 
port, and ratified the deed which he had drawn up to secure 
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to him the benefice with the condition attached to it. Ac- 
companied by a notary and two witnesses, he brought it to 
M. d'Alet that it might be signified to him judicially. The 
bishop received him kindly, and endeavoured to convince 
him of the illegality of his proceeding, and the evil conse- 
quences that were likely to flow from it. He spoke so con- 
vincingly, and withal so tenderly, that M. Courtet was quite 
overcome; he tore the deed into pieces, threw himself at 
the bishop's feet, and, with tears in his eyes, besought his 
forgiveness, and placed himself entirely in his hands. The 
bishop, deeply affected, received him into the seminary. He 
was made a canon of the cathedral, and subsequently ap- 
pointed to the cure of the parish of Ansugnac, where he 
edified all by his Christian life and labours. 

A canon of Saint Paul, besides his prebend, held pos- 
session of a benefice, in virtue of a grant from the Court of 
Rome accorded to the chapter of Saint Paul. This eccle- 
siastic was totally ignorant of the mysteries of the Faith, as 
well as the rules and discipline of a Christian life. He was 
scarcely able to read, and his house was the resort of the 
worst characters in the town. This was a sufficient cause 
for M. d*Alet to suspend him from his ministerial functions, 
which he did in the course of one of his visits. He ap- 
pealed to the Metropolitan, who did not hesitate to reinstate 
him, notwithstanding his unclerical conduct and notorious 
incapacity for any ministerial duty. Deeply affected by the 
impropriety of this proceeding, M. d*Alet wrote to the Arch- 
bishop to complain of it. His letter made no impression. 
More successful, however, were his prayers for the conversion 
of the canon, who, touched with repentance, and conscious 
of the justice of the interdiction which he had sought to 
evade, humbly submitted to his bishop, received his advice, 
and followed with obedience and docility the way pointed 
out to him for the reparation of his faults. 



1 1 1 



*.- .. 



*• c 



srj- 



t '-£Z 




f 



olicitiule 

is clergy 

;ently to 

I his juir- 

tli thcni 

ent was 

lucntly, 

10 Ik'KI 

before 

merit ; 

event 

V very 

isli of 

man, 

shop, 

J en- 

.' was 

J, by 

iheir 

stor. 



tion 



lOl, 
UK I 

ics 
nt, 

■fe 
19 

St 

It 
e 
e 



>• 




CHAPTER XI. 

On preferments — the Bishop's rule on this subject — his discernment of cha- 
racter — obtains a remarkable influence — episcopal authority — happy harmony 
between the Bishop and Clergy — beautiful instance of disinterestedness and 
devotion — reformation of the Chapter of Alet — and of that of St. Paul — arrest 
and imprisonment of one of the Canons — violent proceedings. 

IJE have already alluded to M. d'Alet's uncom- 
promizing principles as regarded the presenta- 
tion of livings, and in the present chapter it 
may be useful to pursue this subject a little 
further. 

It is needless to dwell upon the lamentable evils which 
have resulted to the Church of Christ, through the bestowal 
of its livings upon the unworthy. Deeply sensible of this, 
M. d'Alet was very careful to observe throughout the whole 
of his episcopal career, that excellent canonical precept, 
now, alas ! so little followed, to give the benefices of the 
Church to those only who are the most capable of discharg- 
ing the duties belonging to them. In order to prevent as 
much as possible the importunate applications of those who 
sought them, he took every opportunity to make it generally 
known that he would never be an acceptor of persons, and 
for any person to make application to him for any prefer- 
ment in the diocese, or to solicit it on behalf of others, 
would infallibly procure for them a certain refusal. From 
this rule he never deviated. The benefices in the diocese 
were for the most part in the gift of the principal gentry, 
and they soon discovered that it was a fruitless labour to 
endeavour to turn this inflexible prelate from his purpose 
when he had once determined upon his course. 
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It was one of the chief objects of his care and solicitude 
to select the most suitable and worthy members of his clergy 
to fill the vacant livings. He applied himself diligently to 
the study of their characters and abilities, and for this pur- 
pose went very much among them and conversed with them 
familiarly in the course of his visits. His discernment was 
so correct that he was rarely deceived, Not unfrequently, 
to the great surprise of all, he would reject those who held 
a high place in the general esteem, and prefer others before 
them who were considered very inferior in point of merit ; 
but on these occasions it was not long before the event 
indicated very clearly that he had judged rightly. A very 
remarkable instance of this kind occurred in the parish of 
Rouze. The cur^ of that parish, a pious and estimable man, 
and who possessed the esteem and confidence of the bishop, 
was lying on a bed of sickness ; growing daily more en- 
feebled, and seeing death approaching, his great desire was 
to give his flock the last proof of his love and vigilance, by 
obtaining for them a successor who would watch for their 
souls and fulfil the duties of a holy and faithful pastor. 
In pursuance of this desire he sought the bishop's sanction 
to resign his cure to his vicar, whom he had himself trained, 
and in whose piety he had every confidence, and who had 
the reputation of being one of the most zealous ecclesiastics 
in the diocese. The bishop, however, withheld his consent, 
and the event proved that his clearer discernment was cor- 
rect. This man was, at heart, a hypocrite, — his secret life 
was infamous; but such were the precautions he took to 
conceal his vices from the world, that it was with the greatest 
difficulty they were discovered. His subsequent life brought 
no amendment : having escaped from prison, to which he 
had been committed for his crimes, he passed from one 
diocese to another, under borrowed names, accompanied by 
a female he had seduced and who passed for his sister. H 
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was at last arrested upon a charge of theft and sacrilege 
and poisoned himself while on his way to Alet, whither he 
was being brought for trial. 

The bishop's care and prudence in all these clerical ap- 
pointments so won the confidence and respect of all his 
clergy, that at length they would scarcely take a single step 
in these matters without his consent. As the bishop himself 
undertook nothing without first communicating his designs 
to his clergy and conferring with them, so in return they 
would conclude nothing before submitting their views to his 
judgment. Thus did the diocese of Alet exhibit an in- 
stance of that happy harmony and concert between the first 
and second order, in which the power and influence of great 
bishops has ever reposed when, faithful to the maxims of the 
holy Apostle, they were careful never to domineer over their 
clergy, (i Peter v. 3.) It was this that sustained that 
perfect authority which those two great bishops. Saints 
Cyprian and Augustine, maintained over the priests who 
laboured under their rule. Avoiding all affectation of power 
or ascendancy, they regarded them as equals, and bishop 
and clergy formed a happy brotherhood, cemented by the 
bond of love. It was by following these great examples, 
that M. d'Alet, while maintaining the authority of a bishop, 
drew to him the hearts of his clergy. Their submission and 
docility was so great that their benefices for the most part 
were quite at the bishop's disposal. Fully persuaded that 
he laboured only for the general good of his Church and 
for the spiritual well-being of every member of his flock, all 
the well-disposed of the clergy resigned themselves to his 
guidance, placed all their personal interest at his disposal, 
and trusted confidingly in his love. At his word they wil- 
lingly left their establishments and went wherever he sent 
them. Clergymen advanced in age, and unable any longer 
to conduct their parishes, were seen to accept canonries, 
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while the canons took their places. Others also, who pos- 
sessed benefices of considerable revenue, obedient to the 
will of their bishop, exchanged them for others of less value, 
which he considered better suited to their talents and abili- 
ties. Numerous instances of these disinterested changes 
might be given ; one, however, may suffice : — 

A small living in the diocese fell vacant, the revenue at- 
tached to it was inconsiderable, and as the Gospel had never 
yet been preached there as M. d'Alet approved, he took 
great pains to find a clergyman suited to the necessity of 
the case. Accordingly, he went to see the clergyman of 
a large parish, in whom he had great confidence, to consult 
with him about it, and asked him to lend his assistance to 
find some one capable of cultivating this barren soil. After 
some conversation had passed, the bishop remarked, " When 
a good work has been once established and good order at- 
tained I can find plenty of clergymen willing to continue it, 
but to find a man capable and willing to commence and 
organize a new work among a ^ild and demoralized popu- 
lation is very difficult None of those you mention to me 
would do ; nor can I think of anyone suited for this arduous 
labour. It needs a man like yourself." The cur^ at first 
considered this expression of the bishop's as simply com- 
plimentary, but, as the bishop repeated it once or twice, he 
looked at him earnestly : " My lord," said he, " are you in 
earnest in speaking thus ? Explain yourself, I entreat you." 
" I am certainly in earnest," replied the bishop, " in my 
desire to find a man resembling yourself to take charge of 
this p>oor parish, which gives me so much concern ; but it is 
impossible for me to propose that jou should leave a cure 
such as yours, where you are doing so much good, to send 
you to this poor neglected spot, where you would meet with 
nothing but discomfort." "Why do you say this to me, 
my lord ?" returned the good cure, with some warmth, the 

I 
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colour mounting in his cheeks as he spoke. " Do you then 
believe that I have forgotten all your teaching ? Is it, then, 
in this world that I look for the reward of my labour ? No, 
my lord, decide whatever you think best ; I am entirely at 
your disposal." The bishop rose, and the tears filled his 
eyes. "Go, my dear brother," said he, embracing him 
tenderly, " and you will thus evidence most certainly your 
zeal for the Church, and your friendship for me. With 
sentiments such as these, God will surely bless you and 
sanctify you, and you will be a blessing to those who shall 
receive your instructions." 

As soon as M. d'Alet had succeeded in introducing a strict 
discipline among the individual members of his clergy, he 
next took in hand the more arduous work of reforming the 
chapter of his cathedral and that of Saint Paul. Without 
enumerating the unclerical habits and grosser vices of the 
members of these bodies, such as occupying their time in 
the chase, immodesty, indolence, gambling, and debauchery, 
which were more easy to repress, other abuses, more difficult 
to deal with, had crept in, and, through the negligence of 
the former bishops of Alet, had grown in strength and passed 
into a custom. Before taking the first step, M. d'Alet, as 
was his invariable practice, prayed long and fervently ; with 
the assistance of his council he examined carefully what 
must be corrected and what might be tolerated ; by judi- 
ciously questioning individuals he discovered the various 
opposition he would have to encounter. He redoubled his 
efforts to impress upon the unruly members of his clergy, 
by his gentleness and love to them more than by word, how 
ardently he desired to live with them in peace and harmony, 
at the same time, telling them that toleration must have 
limits, and that there were some things that must be amended. 
His love and patience at last won them, and they ceased to 
'se one whom they found inflexible in everything which 



NICHOLAS PAVILLON. II5 

concerned right order and discipline, but who was always 
ready to relax in any matter that concerned his own personal 
interest. 

During all these troubles he obser\'ed carefully, and with 
more than usual zeal, with his chapter, the vigils of the great 
festivals, and zealously exhorted its members, as it was his 
custom to do, daily after compline. It was by the heartfelt 
and luminous appeals made on these occasions, accompanied 
with the eloquence with which he was so highly gifted, that 
he gained over many hearts. " These were the arms," he 
used to say, "with which a bishop should defend himself, 
and never should proceedings such as the law provides for 
the maintenance of good order be resorted to until every 
other means have failed, and all kinds of persuasion have 
been exhausted, and the sword of the Word of God have 
been used in vain." 

In the case of the chapter of Saint Paul, the difficulties 
that stood in the way of its reform were much greater. It 
has been once or twice mentioned that these canons held 
other benefices besides their canonries, in virtue of titles 
obtained from Rome. This evil was insupportable to 
M. d'Alet, who found nothing more opposed to the spirit 
and rules of the Church than to see, contrary to the ancient 
canons, the same individual invested with several offices, in- 
consistent with each other, each requiring personal residence. 

M. d'Alet went carefully and prudently to work. He 
. first of all closely examined the Roman indulgence v/hich 
granted these livings ; he discovered a serious flaw. It had 
been accorded upon false representations. Upon this being 
shown, several at once gave up further opposition and sub- 
mitted to the bishop. The rest appealed to the Parliament 
of Toulouse, and, being requested to present their titles, it 
was discovered that they had never been registered in France. 
This legal informality placed them entirely at the mercy of 

I 2 
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the bishop, but his repugnance to bring ecclesiastical matters 
before secular tribunals caused him to relinquish all further 
proceedings. The desired end, however, was attained ; the 
titles were pronounced invalid ; the ordonnance of the 
bishop on the subject of pluralities was confirmed, and the 
refractory chapter condemned to submission. Many of the 
canons and prebends whose consciences were troubled at 
the thought of the illicit revenues they had so long enjoyed, 
gave up all into the hands of the bishop, and submitted 
voluntarily to his paternal advice. 

It was about this time that an event took place at Saint 
Paul of a very scandalous nature, which gave occasion to 
M. d*Alet to exhibit fresh proof of his gentleness and for- 
bearance. During a visit to Saint Paul he found it necessary 
to have one of the canons arrested and imprisoned. This 
man was living in open adultery with the wife of a citizen 
of that town, who had been obliged in consequence to retire 
in great distress to the town of Carcassonne, of which he 
was a native. The canon, who was a man of high position 
and family, had many friends. One of them, a gentleman 
named M. d'Axat, having heard of his arrest, came in the 
evening with a i\umber of . companions who had been 
carousing together, and, surrounding the house in which the 
canon was confined, and where, too, the bishop was staying, 
they made a furious attack upon it, demanding, with loud 
cries, the instant release of the prisoner. No attention being 
paid to them, they attempted to burst open the doors ; not 
succeeding in this they reviled the bishop in language the 
most filthy and abominable. It was quite in his power, as 
manorial lord of that parish, to have brought these disturbers 
of the peace to condign punishment ; but he acted in a dif- 
ferent way, and, bidding his people rest quiet, he submitted 
in silence to this grievous indignity. It lasted until day- 
light, when the attention of the neighbourhood being aroused, 
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the ruffianly crew retired. The friends of the gentleman 
who headed this outrage, fearing the consequences, urgently 
besought him to throw himself upon the good bishop's 
mercy, and ask his pardon for the offence. He took their 
advice, and, testifying his sorrow for what had occurred, ex- 
pressed his willingness to atone for his fault in any way the 
bishop might appoint. M. d'Alet received him kindly, and 
told him to ask pardon for the offence publicly in the parish 
church on the succeeding Sunday. He did so before all the 
people, and the bishop, in a loud voice that all might hear, 
prescribed to him the fasts, the alms, and the prayers he 
should make, in reparation for the public scandal he had 
committed. The canon, also, submitted to his bishop, re- 
ceived the order of his penance, and retired to the place 
where he was required to perform it. 




CHAPTER XII. 

Plan for the education of the young— school for girls — views on secular educa- 
tion — forms an association of ladies for instructing the village children—, 
opposition — the bishop's ideas on "communities" — the sisterhood of the 
Regents — its rules and the nature of its work— extract from the **Tour to 
Alet" on the subject of the Regents. 

D'ALET, deeply impressed with the importance 
of a sound Christian education for the children 
of his diocese, had trained in his seminary 
teachers for the instruction of boys. To pro- 
vide for the girls was a matter of considerable difficulty. 
The softer sex, which seems more naturally receptive of 
pious impressions than the other, needed all his care, and 
they were as dear to him as they have always been to the 
great bishops of former times. In the wild and neglected 
district of Alet suitable mistresses did not exist, and as it 
was impossible to obtain them elsewhere, there seemed no 
other way left than to form them out of the materials which 
were ready to hand. It was a work of time and difficulty. 
He looked around him, and could find no one so well suited 
to commence the work as the pious widow, of whom mention 
has been made in a previous chapter, and who had been so 
anxiously looking forward to the arrival of the newly ap- 
pointed bishop. Her deep piety, her zeal in visiting the 
sick and poor and performing those offices of charity with 
which she was charged, gave the bishop reason to think that 
no one was more likely than she was to succeed in com- 
mencing the good work of providing Christian education for 
the young girls in the diocese. Unable, however, to read 
write, except very imperfectly, this would almost have 
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seemed to many an insurmountable obstacle to the under- 
taking. It did not seem so to M. d'Alet. He felt persuaded 
that the great zeal and piety which God had given her would 
supply all the talents she needed, or would enable her to 
obtain them. Besides, it was not his principal design to 
teach these children to read and write, or to cultivate their 
intellects; his great aim was to make them Christians. It 
was not by mental accomplishments to enable them to shine 
in the world, but by Christian graces to fit them for the trials 
and sorrows of life, that he purposed these schools of in- 
struction. He, therefore, used the rudiments of education 
simply as means to draw the children around him, and in- 
duce their parents to send them to the schools. His chief 
design was to instruct them in Christian doctrine, to inspire 
them with sentiments of solid piety, to preserve their bap- 
tismal innocence, and save them from the seductions of the 
world. 

This good widow, therefore, was constituted the first 
mistress of the school for girls in the town of Alet. The 
bishop himself instructed her in all her duties. He drew 
up rules for her guidance and for the conduct of the school. 
He taught her how to catechise, and spared no eflforts to 
give life to this new undertaking. His care and labour in 
thus taking part in the work drew together a great number 
of young people, and when it became generally known that 
the school received the benefit of his visits and teaching, 
young and old in numbers applied for admittance. He 
seized the opportunity at once, and began by instructing 
them in their principal duties, and endeavoured especially 
to inspire them with sentiments of female modesty. For 
several years there existed but this one school for girls in 
the diocese of Alet. Long had its good bishop endeavoured 
to extend this blessing to every parish, but he had sought 
the means in vain. His only resource was in prayer^ and 
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his fervent and persevering applications were at length 
answered by the merciful supply of all that was needed. 
Two young ladies, piously disposed, belonging to two of the 
principal families in Alet, and who entertained a great friend- 
ship for each other, had much wished to embrace a religious 
life together, and for this purpose to enter some religious 
community. Their parents, to whom they had spoken on 
the subject, came to M. d'Alet to consult him about the 
vocation of their daughters, and advise them in what 
monastery it would be most suitable to place them. He 
told them that they might equally serve God by undertaking 
the instruction of their own village children, and they would 
thus be employing the talents which He had given them 
more usefully than they could do within the walls of 
a monastery. He dwelt upon the importance of such 
a work, and spoke of the obligation that lay upon the owners 
of property to provide for the spiritual needs of the poor 
who lived upon their estates. His words made a deep im- 
pression ; they returned home joyfully to communicate the 
project to their daughters, and to obtain the consent of their 
husbands to begin it. The two young ladies received the 
proposal with pleasure, and were eager to begin the work ; 
but the father of one of these two friends would on no 
account permit his daughter to engage in such an occupa- 
tion ; the other was, therefore, obliged either to abandon 
the undertaking or to begin it alone and unaided. Relying 
upon the Divine assistance, she determined upon the latter 
course, and, undaunted by the opposition of her friends and 
the world around her, she applied herself resolutely to the 
work, and, by the blessing of God, an abundant success 
soon rewarded her labours. Like all other good works of 
this kind, this one was not exempt, in its early stages, from 
that opposition which all endeavours for the glory of God 
and the good of His creatures usually encounter. It was 
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thought very unbecoming that ladies of the first rank should 
descend to such employment as this, and those persons 
whose duty it was to have encouraged them in their noble 
enterprise did all they could to dissuade^them from it. Its 
chief enemies, however, were the Capuchin friars. The 
brave girl who began the work was the object of their 
bitterest attacks ; they spoke of her in the most indecent 
language, and told her that the judgment of God would 
most assuredly overtake her, if she did not leave her base 
employment and take the religious habit. She replied 
meekly that, far from considering her occupation vile and 
despicable, she esteemed it a high honour to be called by 
her bishop to the great work of instructing the poor, who 
were very dear in the sight of God, and for whom there 
were special promises in His Word ; that she would appear 
in the presence of Jesus Christ with greater joy at last after 
rendering service to those for whom He had shed His blood ; 
that in bringing little children to Christ she was fulfilling 
His own command, and, while engaged in that employment, 
would fear no opposition that could be raised against her. 
She persevered; the good work went on; one by one other 
ladies joined her in it, and, in course of time, their numbers 
so increased that M. d*Alet had the satisfaction of seeing 
this important undertaking, which he had so much at heart, 
fairly established. To increase the efficiency of these workers 
he arranged for them to make a stay at the episcopal town 
of Alet ten or twelve at a time ; he lodged them in the house 
of the good widow, who was constituted their maternal head, 
and devoted a portion of his time in training them and in- 
structing them in the duties of their new employment. He 
drew up rules for their guidance and for those whom they 
were to instruct. The valuable lessons which they thus re- 
ceived from their bishop and pastor during their retreat in 
Alet so deeply sank into their hearts and increased their •'^^^ 
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and love for the work, that not one of them could be per- 
suaded to forsake it, and even those who had possessed 
a strong desire to assume the religious habit gave up all idea 
of preferring the quiet life of the cloister to the more 
laborious path of active usefulness now lying before them. 
The world, which had scorned, ridiculed, and criticised them, 
began to regard them with different feelings and to treat 
them with respect. The immense good which, in a short 
time, their labours effected throughout the diocese, under 
the direction and guidance of their bishop, drew upon them 
the praise and esteem of all right thinking people. The 
report of their work spread into the neighbouring dioceses, 
and applications came to M. d'Alet from all quarters for 
these excellent sisters to come and inaugurate similar works 
in other districts. The first application for these sisters 
came from Toulouse. Two were despatched thither, and 
began a similar work, which grew into such importance that 
it gave birth to an institution, to which one of the sisters, 
who possessed considerable means, gave a foundation, having 
a desire to render it permanent, and with this view formed 
the workers into a community by means of letters patent 
which she obtained for this purpose. Had she followed the 
wise counsels of our good bishop, who strongly opposed the 
project, much subsequent misfortune would have been 
averted. 

" Communities," said M. d*Alet, " always degenerate, and 
do not long retain the spirit and devotedness of their 
founder." His piety and sound good sense convinced him 
that it was far better and safer to confine our carefulness and 
solicitude to whatever God presents to us day by day with- 
out disquieting ourselves about the future, than to carry our 
schemes so far into it as to oblige those who come after us 
to engage in the same undertakings. " A particular work," 
said he, " which may be most desirable and beneficial in our 
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own day, may very possibly in time to come be productive 
of much inconvenience. Let us be alive to the exigencies 
of each succeeding day ; let us do all the present good we 
can, that is all that God demands of us. As for the rest, 
let us commend it to His good Providence, confident that 
He will provide for it by ways and means which are unknown 
to ourselves, and which we have no right either to enquire 
into or anticipate." 

Experience had proved to him the soundness of these 
maxims, and, acting upon this principle, M. d'Alet constantly 
resisted the importunities of several bishops who solicited 
him to obtain similar letters patent to found an order, and 
form these useful sisters into a permanent community, that 
so their valuable services might be perpetuated to succeed- 
ing generations. The applications for them became soon 
so numerous that he was obliged, for the sake of his own 
diocese, to cease sending them to distant places ; he offered, 
however, to receive into the house of the good widow any 
ladies whom they were desirous of sending to be trained 
and instructed. This nursery of Regents, for so these 
sisters were termed, received many young persons and 
widows from other dioceses for this purpose, and after they 
had passed through a course of instruction, and had been 
taught by the bishop how they ought to act in fulfilling this 
work of pure and disinterested love, he sent them into his 
own parishes to finish their probation by putting in practice 
the principles he had taught them. 

As soon as he had obtained a sufficient number of workers 
he divided them into two classes. Those belonging to one 
of them were sent into the country, and remained during 
nine months of the year in the parishes where they were 
stationed. They ceased their labours during the season of 
harvest, in order that the children might be free to assist 
their parents in the work of getting in the crops. They 



124 NICHOLAS PA VILLON. 

took advantage of this time of rest by assembling at the 
house in Alet, where, after enjoying a period of refreshment, 
they returned again to their labours with renewed energies 
both of mind and body. The other class remained at Alet 
with the good widow, and formed a species of reserve always 
ready to be sent wherever the bishop judged necessary ; and 
they again returned to the Home in Alet, where they were 
maintained partly at his expense, while the other class of 
Regents derived their subsistence from the parishes in which 
they laboured. Besides their ordinary duties, which were 
common to both, viz., teaching school and catechising the 
children daily, they assembled the married women and 
grown-up girls in the parish at a mid-day meeting, held every 
Sunday and on festivals, and gave them a lengthened in- 
struction upon the duties of their station, the mysteries of 
the Christian faith, and the preparation necessary to ap- 
proach worthily the Holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, also upon the duty of morning 
and evening prayers. They were also charged with the care 
of the poor and sick of the parish to which they were sent^ 
and were the almoners of the good bishop, to whom they 
sent an account of the wants of the poor. 

M. d'Alet prohibited the sisters from taking any vows. 
They were free at any time to leave their occupation. He 
was persuaded that the temptation to do so would be much 
greater and more dangerous when their liberty was gone 
than when they were left free. He left it all to their good 
will, but took care, by his instructions and the excellent 
rules he prescribed for them, to provide all that was necessary 
to enable them to persevere in their employment. He was 
the sole director of all who remained at the head quarters 
in Alet. The others, who were stationed in the country, 
were required to submit themselves to the direction of the 
clergyman of the parish under whom they worked. They 
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were sent out two and two, and were not allowed to work 
separately. All conversation with men was absolutely for- 
bidden, and they were not permitted to be visited by any 
of the male sex. Their meals were to be plain and frugal, 
and their dress modest, their words few, all excessive talking 
was to be avoided, and not a single moment was to be un- 
employed. These simple rules they practised carefully. 

Upon the idle and careless the influence of the lives and 
example of these sisters made a far deeper impression than 
their words produced. Several cures who had in the first 
instance taken offence when these sisters were sent into their 
parishes, have afterwards declared that they had done more 
good in three months among individuals of their own sex 
than they had been able to do during several years. The 
good which they thus effected extended to the men through 
the ministry of their wives, who came to the sisters for 
counsel in all their domestic troubles, and when they re- 
turned home related to their families all the good lessons 
they had learned from them. 

It may be said of the labours of these sisters, that of all 
the works that this excellent bishop conceived and under- 
took for the spiritual welfare of his diocese, there was none 
upon which it pleased God to bestow a more abundant 
blessing than this. Upon the labours of these devoted 
women the benediction of God was bestowed in richest 
measure, the effects were marvellous, and their success in- 
finitely surpassed M. d'Alet's most sanguine expectations. 

A detailed account of the institutions and societies of 
Alet was communicated to the Mere Angelique de St. Jean, 
one of the Abbesses of Port Royal des Champs, by Claude 
Lancelot, the celebrated teacher in the Port Royal schools, 
on the occasion of a visit to Alet made by him at the close 
of the year 1667. Mrs. Schimmelpenninck, in her select 
memoirs of Port Royal, has woven this account with some 
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Other materials into a charming narrative under the title of 
** A Tour to Alet." The following extract from these valuable 
and deeply interesting memoirs furnishes some particulars of 
this active Sisterhood. The instruction it conveys, and the 
possibility that it may afford some useful hints to the Sister- 
hoods of our own Church and day, the revival of which in 
increasing numbers and extending usefulness ought to be 
a subject of deepest thankfulness to every true Christian, 
must be the writer's apology for the length of the quotation : 

" Good health, good sense, independent circumstances, 
conciliating manners, and deep piety are essentially requisite 
to gain admittance into the society of * Regents.' Though 
many of these ladies are of high birth and fortune, and some 
of them of elevated rank, yet persons of every rank are 
equally accepted, though a competency is indispensable ; 
indeed, it is necessary that they should be of some inde- 
pendence, because the society is not endowed, and has no 
funds appropriated to its use like a convent. For though 
all live in one house, and are boarded at a common table, 
yet the expense is furnished by each one paying her quota. 
These ladies take no vows, yet they live much in the same 
way as religious orders ; they only maintain the laws of in- 
closure in their own house. There, as in nunneries, no men 
ever enter without an absolute necessity. They do not wear 
a monastic dress, yet they are all clothed exactly alike. 
They wear dark stuffs, which reach up close to the throat, 
with long sleeves down to the wrists ; their handkerchiefs 
also come close up to the throat, and their caps, which are 
very neat, cover the whole of their hair, excepting a little on 
the forehead, so that they are directly known in the street, 
whether they go out to visit the sick or to attend the services 
of the Church. 

" The object of this society is peculiarly that of instructing 
and relieving their own sex ; it unites the offices of nursing 
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the sick, instructing the ignorant, and giving spiritual help 
to the distressed. Two of its most important aims are, 
teaching domestic management to poor families, and forming 
schools for girls. To accomplish these ends, each society 
of Regents has a large house at Alet, which may be termed 
its head quarters. Here the superior and prioress always 
reside, and are immediately under the bishop's inspection. 
They have with them an assistant committee, chosen half- 
yearly out of the whole society. Here all instructions are 
given by the bishop, and all orders are issued to the rest of 
the body, all information is received from them, and all their 
wants are supplied by the superior and committee. In this 
house is a very good library ; it is composed of every work 
of piety and valuable information which can possibly be 
useful either to give or lend to any of their own sex, from 
the cottage to the palace. 

"They have also an extensive apothecary's shop and 
surgery. All the sisters receive regular instruction in 
dressing wounds, nursing, and in mixing and dispensing 
medicines from the first professional men in the place. The 
upper storey of the house consists of one large magazine, 
stored with warm clothing, blankets, sheets, and everything 
which the poor and sick can want. 

" They have also a very neat little chapel, plainly furnished 
'with wooden benches; it has a sweet-toned organ, and 
many harps and lutes. Most of the ladies have not only 
sweet voices, but are perfect musicians ; by this means the 
playing and singing is such that even the first connoisseurs 
might receive delight from the superior excellence of their 
performance. 

" The sisters have not separate cells like nuns, but one 
large dormitory. Down each side are deep recesses, wide 
enough to contain a small bed, a book-shelf, a chair, and 
a table ; in each recess is a window. At the entrance to 
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every one of these recesses is a thick woollen cloth curtain, 
which being let down leaves the sister in private, and 
deadens the sound which would otherwise be perceptible 
from so many people. 

" The superior is a won;ian of fine understanding, great 
strength of mind, and great activity. She is highly respected 
by the whole society ; indeed, the love, unity, and perfect 
intelligence which reign amongst all the members of this 
little community are truly admirable. The establishment 
I have now described is at Alet, where, I must observe, all 
the sisters spend about six months in every year. The 
whole community reside together from the week before 
Passion week till the middle of September. This season 
they devote to prayer, studying the Scriptures, working to 
supply the stock of clothes for the poor, nursing and in- 
structing the people, and attending the lectures of M. d'Alel, 
thus preparing themselves for the winter campaign. 

" Early in autumn the good bishop selects a large detach- 
ment of them, and appoints the district where they are to 
labour until the following Easter. Accordingly, in Sep- 
tember, they set out for the country, where they pass the 
winter, this being, though the least convenient to them, the 
most favourable season for instructing the poor. In summer 
the poor are obliged to labour in the fields so assiduously 
that they have but little time for learning. 

"As soon as the sisters reach the district appointed for 
the year, six of them go to the principal town, and take posr 
session of a house provided on purpose for them by the 
bishop ; the rest of the detachment proceed by two and two 
to houses appointed for them, in like manner, in all the 
villages circumjacent. In these houses the sisters remain 
the whole time. No man ever enters, nor do they ever go 
out but to chapel, and as it falls to the turn of each to visit 
the sick in the town. A medicine closet and clothes for the 
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poor are immediately provided, and they are supplied with 
every requisite from Alet. As soon as they arrive at any 
town they deliver a letter of recommendation to the prin- 
cipal clergyman in the place, and also an order from the 
bishop that he should give the whole town notice of their 
arrival. Accordingly, a printed paper is put up in the 
market place and in the comers of the streets, with an in- 
vitation to all females of every age and denomination to 
wait on them. In a large room appropriated for the pur- 
pose, they receive all the women and children who choose 
to come, and immediately begin a regular and settled plan 
of instruction, which fully occupies them from morning till 
night. The morning instruction is generally of a temporal 
and the evening of a spiritual character. One day in the 
week is devoted to teach the young women to cut out 
clothes to advantage, cheap cookery, and many things of 
the like nature. Every other day a school is held for the 
girls ; they are instructed in reading, writing, working, and 
accounts. Part of every day is devoted to religious reading 
and catechetical instruction. It is expected that no book 
shall be read, nor any catechism used, which has not been 
prescribed by the bishop. The sisters are, however, ex- 
pected to use their own discretion in commenting and ap- 
plying their instructions to existing circumstances. 

"At these meetings all their own sex are invited to be 
present ; there are, however, other meetings, which are more 
particularly designed for those who have made further ad- 
vances, or who have manifested a disposition entirely serious. 
In these they have readings of a more spiritual nature, to 
which they add exhortation and a little free spiritual con- 
versation, in which each person, who is inclined, relates her 
experience or asks advice. Besides this, the sisters have, 
once a fortnight, private conversation with every individual 
who attends them ; so that there is not a single person with 
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whose State of mind they are unacquainted. Once a month 
they all assemble from the neighbouring villages in their 
house in town. Here they give an account of their mutual 
labours, state their difficulties, encourage each other, arrange 
their plans for the ensuing month, and draw up a statement 
of their progress, and a catalogue of their wants, which is 
sent to the superior and committee at Alet, and is by them 
transmitted to the bishop. In this account every individual 
is mentioned, and it is by this means M. d'Alet acquires so 
intimate an acquaintance with his diocese. 

"After the Regents have been two or three months at 
a place, and are well acquainted with the people, they make 
choice of some of the most pious and intelligent, whom they 
take into their house, and to whom they give instructions, to 
qualify them to conduct everything on the same plan after 
their departure. Wherever they have obtained a footing 
a permanent reform has mostly succeeded their labours. 

" It is astonishing how much the Regents are beloved 
and respected. If they are seen in the streets, each one in 
passing is sure to pull off his hat ; nor seldom have I seen 
the roughest boors bless them with tears in their eyes. * We 
had the Regents last year* is a sentence often pronounced 
with great exultation in the diocese of Alet. I have often 
seen the words *The Regents are come* diffuse the same 
joy over a whole village as though it had been a public 
festival. The labours of these ladies are by no means solely 
confined to the poor; those amongst the rich and noble, 
who want their advice, are perfectly at liberty to ask it, 
whilst they reside in the district. It has, nevertheless, been 
found necessary to make strict, or, rather, inviolable rules ; 
otherwise the accumulating multiplicity of acquaintance 
would subject them to a degree of intrusion which would 
effectually defeat the object of their labours ; consequently, 
they never allow, upon any pretext whatever, any corres- 
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pondence either by letter or visits with persons whose 
quarter they have left. Should any letter be sent, a short 
but polite answer from the superior states their rule and the 
reason for it, and the writer is referred to the established 
superintendent of the district ; nor is any intercourse re- 
sumed till, in the course of their rounds, they again return 
to the same place. With the superintendents and ladies* 
committees they keep up a constant communication. The 
bishop also takes care that they shall be regularly inspected 
by the clergyman of the place. On the Regents* return to 
Alet in the spring they render an account of all they have 
done ; they are peculiarly careful to mark all the errors and 
mistakes they have fallen into, and appoint solemn seasons 
of retirement, fasting, and prayer, to receive the Divine 
forgiveness. 

" It is astonishing how great a blessing has accompanied 
the labours of these truly devoted women. Their footsteps 
throughout the diocese may be almost traced by the refor- 
mation visible. Perhaps few, since the days of the apostles, 
have better fulfilled the object they had in view, namely, 
a conformity, through a loving faith, to both the active and 
contemplative life of Christ 

"A gentleman, visiting at M. d'Alet's, who was much 
pleased with their union of activity and recollectedness, 
used often to smile and call them ' Sisters of the Order of 
Martha and Mary.* One of them replied, ' We do indeed 
desire to serve our Lord with cheerful Martha's busy hands, 
and to sit at His feet with Mary's loving heart ; yet, as our 
Lord Himself was the source of both Martha's industry and 
Mary's humiliation, if you jBrill call us anything, we had 
rather it were, * Sisters of the Order of the Love of Christ.*" 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Household of M. d'Alet — economy — intractable domestics — dispenses with 
domestic servants altogether — forms his household into a kind of brother- 
hood — its rules — entertainment of guests — ^keeping accounts — distribution of 
alms — Lent diet — ^his ideas on "property and inheritance" — a pestilence 
breaks out — conduct of M. d'Alet on this occasion — ^great mortality — ^heroism 
of some of the clergy — cowardice of others — the diocese invaded by troops 
of soldiers — villages burnt and ransacked — M. d*Alet expostulates, and 
obliges the officers to control their troops — ^his loyalty to the Crown. 

UDGING from the zeal with which M. d'Alet 
laboured for the reform of his diocese, it may- 
be easily imagined with what care he would 
regulate his own household and servants. He 
knew that to govern well the Church of God he ought to 
commence by putting his own house in good order (i Tim. 
iii. 5), and that the regularity of a well-ordered household 
would greatly contribute to the public edification and to the 
reform he meditated. Before leaving Paris, he took great 
pains in selecting the servants which were to compose his 
household, engaging only those who had been well tried and 
proved. He called them his family^ and explained to them 
his plans, with respect to their own personal conduct and 
the service he required of them. " You will greatly deceive 
yourselves," said he to them, "if, in entering my service, 
you do so in the hope that my rank and position may afford 
you some advancement or god3 fortune ; you ought to have 
no other aim than to profit by the spiritual succour and re- 
ligious advantages which it would be my care to provide for 
you. I intend to make my house a kind of monastery, and 
my household will be a religious brotherhood, each member 
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of it occupying himself simply with the particular duty pre- 
scribed to him ; and it is my desire that the whole house- 
hold should have no other thought than to edify the public 
by their piety, their modesty, their gentleness, and submis- 
sion. My design is that you may show a practical example 
of those Christian truths in which it will be my duty to ia- 
struct my flock." 

They all seemed pleased with the bishop's intentions, they 
entered into his views with apparent satisfaction, and sub- 
mitted to his conditions. This did not, however, last very 
long ; they quite expected that his fervour would cool down, 
and that he would not long maintain the strictness of his 
regulations. They were deceived, and, to their disappoint- 
ment, they found, that the pastoral vigilance increased daily, 
and that each day some new measure of household economy 
was devised, in order to enlarge the sum set apart for alms ; 
that separation from the world was continually impressed 
upon them, with the practice of continual prayer, and the 
necessity for their becoming models of piety. They fell off 
little by little, and at last absolutely rebelled ; they even 
leagued themselves together to oppose the ecclesiastic who 
had charge of their conduct. The impossibility of bringing 
them under control obliged the bishop to dismiss them all. 
He gave them an ample recompense, and payed the ex- 
penses of those who wished to return to Paris. 

Finding it impossible to obtain religious servants, who 
would submit to the rules of his household, M. d'Alet at 
length resolved to receive none but those who had an in- 
clination to enter the service of the Church. In a short 
time all the offices in his household were filled by young 
men destined to become candidates for the ministry. No 
service was deemed derogatory. They all wore a similar 
dress, made of dark brown stuff. To each was given a copy 
of the rules attached to his particular office in the house- 
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hold, besides the general rules of the establishment which 
were distributed to all. The time which was not occupied 
in serving, or in taking the recreation which was allowed 
them, was passed in study. The bishop regarded them as 
his children, and watched over them with the greatest care, 
and very soon the principal families in the country came and 
besought the bishop to take their children to serve in his 
household. 

When these young men had passed a certain time in this 
service, some were sent to the schools in the country, and 
employed in teaching ; others, who showed signs of higher 
qualities, were placed in the seminary to be educated for the 
ministry, and thus, in after years, it has been found that 
many of the best clergy in the diocese had in early life per- 
formed domestic service in M. d'Alet's household. TTie 
very best education was given to them, and no monastery 
was better governed than this little family under the eye of 
the ecclesiastic who had charge of it. All intercourse out 
of the house was strictly prohibited. Every evening the 
porter rendered an account to the superior of all who had 
passed out and entered; during meals each in their turn 
read a portion from some edifying book. From time to 
time the bishop conversed privately with each individual, to 
ascertain their dispositions and what progress they were 
making in spiritual things. He entered into all their diffi- 
culties temporal and spiritual, cheered them and counselled 
them, assuring them continually that he did not consider 
them as servants, but children whom God had given him to 
train them for His service and form them in virtue. He 
continually impressed upon the chief steward of the house- 
hold and the cook to observe the strictest economy in all 
that belonged to their department, and to remember that 
the revenue of the house belonged to the poor and to the 
Church; that neither he nor they had any right to more 
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than was sufficient for the simplest necessaries, and that they 
would have their portion in the blessing of those alms which 
had been furnished by means of their diligent economy. 

The whole household rose at five o'clock, and assembled 
at half-past five in the chapel for mattins, and all were 
present at the Holy Communion which was celebrated im- 
mediately afterwards. The household again assembled at 
eight o'clock in the evening for compline in the bishop's 
anti-chamber, after which all retired in silence, and not 
a word was allowed to be spoken except what pressing 
necessity might require. All games of chance were for- 
bidden, but on Sundays and festivals sotne extra freedom 
was permitted, and innocent recreation was allowed until the 
hour*of vespers, which was attended either in the cathedral 
or the parish chiurch. No silly conversation or jesting was 
allowed in this little society, and if any little differences 
arose among its members, the superior, who was immediately 
informed of it, imposed some task upon the offenders to be 
performed before the end of the day. They were provided 
with clothes, linen, and every needful requisite, but were not 
allowed to dispose of anything; whatever they had no 
further use for was returned to the steward who had the 
charge of this duty. 

An instance occurred when this rule was once broken by 
one of the members of the household. It is mentioned to 
show with what patience, sweetness, and forbearance M. 
d'Alet treated those who served him. 

One day, when very much over-heated with the exertion 
of preaching, he returned home as quickly as he could, to 
save himself from taking cold. It was the porter's duty to 
open the door immediately upon the first knock, but on this 
occasion the bishop was kept waiting in the cold a quarter 
of an hour. The archdeacon who accompanied the bishop 
grew impatient, and, complaining of the porter's neglige^ 
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continued knocking. "Let us wait patiently," said the 
bishop to him ; " we indeed see that he does not open the 
door, but we do not know what detains him ; he has, doubt- 
less, some reason." The door was at length opened ; the 
bishop entered, and, without making the least complaint^ 
gave the usual benediction. It was discovered on the 
morrow, that while the bishop was shivering in the cold the 
porter, instead of being at his post, was engaged in theft. 
The fault was pardoned, and, instead of punishing him, the 
bishop's only endeavour was, by a forgiving love, to bring 
him to repentance. 

There was nothing more expressly enjoined upon the 
members of his household, and more carefully observed by 
them, than a due respect and reverence for the clerical otder. 
This was a matter which M. d'Alet was particularly careflil 
to enforce both by precept and example upon his domestics. 
All their little deficiencies and negligences in his service his 
charity overlooked, provided they were attentive and polite 
to his guests, which were very numerous. Whenever any of 
the clergy of the diocese had cause to visit the episcopal 
town they always lodged with the bishop. All the sick 
members of his clergy who he had any reason to think were 
deficient in home comforts, and needed care and attention, 
he sent for to his house. He tended them, sat with them, 
and consoled them. He gave the most minute orders for 
whatever he thought could add to their comfort, and would 
not allow them to retiun to their duties until perfectly con- 
valescent. 

M. d'Alet did not allow his time, which was continually 
occupied with spiritual matters, to be encroached upon with 
the cares of his revenues. He had, besides, no taste for 
figures and accounts, and understood very little about them. 
He therefore selected a man of business in whom he had 
entire confidence, and confided to him the care of his 
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revenues. With this individual, who received all the income 
and made all the payments, he associated one of the clerical 
members of his household as an auditor. At every year's 
end the accounts were made up, and a statement presented 
to M. d'Alet of the receipts and payments for the year^ 
showing the balance in hand, to which the bishop appended 
his signature. This done, his next care was to fix upon 
sums to be appropriated, first for the maintenance of his 
household, for the entertainment of his guests, for the re- 
pairs of churches, for marriage portions for poor girls, for 
placing out children to learn trades, and for ordinary alms 
to be distributed among the families of the poor in the form 
of clothing, blankets, and other household necessaries. He 
entered into all these details, and gave his instructions and 
advice. However extraordinary it may appear, it is declared 
to be a fact, that M. d'Alet was acquainted with every family 
in his diocese, and all who, advanced in years, were past 
work, he provided for. By this means, beggars were a thing 
unknown in the diocese of Alet ; more especially was this 
the case in those districts of which he was the temporal 
lord, or in which Church property belonging to the see was 
situated; the poor in these places were more bountifiilly 
provided for than in others. "This property," he said, 
" has in a manner been taken from these poor people for 
our subsistence, and they have really more right to it than 
we have." 

In times of dearth and scarcity the alms which this de- 
voted and self-denying pastor distributed were increased by 
every possible means. He was ceaseless in finding out what 
expenses were not absolutely necessary in his household, 
and retrenchment was carried to its greatest limit short of 
ascetic severity. He was not of those prelates who believed 
that to maintain their rank and dignity a certain style must 
be kept up. In ordinary times his table was served as 
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frugally as that of the humblest citizen of Alet, while in 
times of public scarcity and distress herbs and vegetables 
sufficed for the simple wants of his household. At dinner 
it was M. d'Alet's rule never to sit longer than half-an-hour 
on any pretext whatever, and, being extremely abstemious, 
he was as ready for business after dinner as before. In the 
season of Lent they dined on nothing else than a little dried 
fish. When the distress of the poor was great through 
scarcity of provisions he has sold his best horses, and what- 
ever else was saleable, to obtain food for them. In such 
times of pressing need as these he used great exertions to 
relieve those who were in want, and distributed his alms in 
every direction. He did not even confine these charitable 
endeavours to his own diocese. During a period of cholera 
which visited the city of Toulouse, M. de Ciron wrote to 
M. d'Alet describing the intense sufferings of the poor. 
M. d'Alet immediately sent him a large sum of money for 
their relief, accompanied with a valuable diamond, which 
had been left to him by his mother, and which he had 
applied to ornament the altar in his cathedral. At the 
higher call of love, he unhesitatingly applied this costly gift 
to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. On such occasions 
as these he would write to all his cur^s and beneficed clergy 
urging them to make every effort to send relief, and dwelling 
on the indispensable obligation they were under to provide 
assistance for those whose patrimony they enjoyed. These 
exhortations, sustained by his own noble example, were 
always successfiil, and all poured their alms into the hands 
of their bishop, who knew better than anyone else the wants 
of his numerous flock. " A bishop," he often said, " can 
never properly be termed rich, however great his revenues 
may be, since he is only the steward of them." He also 
added, " that those who, possessing Church property, seek 
to enrich their families with the patrimony of the poor, rarely 
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ever succeed in doing so; sooner or later their families 
suffer loss, for wealth so gotten is never blessed, and they 
are in the end deprived of the means which have been so 
unjustly and so sacrilegiously appropriated." 

An enemy to all covetousness, M. d'Alet was rigidly exact 
in all matters connected with property and inheritance. His 
eldest brother wrote to him soon jtfter this event, to say, 
that after enjoying during life the portion of the family estate 
which he would inherit by right of succession, they all hoped 
he would leave it to his family again after his death. M. 
d'Alet, who felt deeply for the poor of his diocese, whom he 
regarded in the light of his own children, gave instructions 
to have all he inherited converted into money and sent to 
him to Alet. The sum amounted to forty thousand crowns, 
which he employed in works of charity, following the counsel 
contained in those memorable words of our Lord, — " If 
thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast and give to 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven." His re- 
latives, although religious people, could not help feeling very 
much disappointed that the bishop should thus dispose of 
the property which they hoped would return to them again ; 
but his firmness was immoveable, and they were obliged to 
be content, besides which, he put the matter before them in 
so clear a light and so lovingly as to satisfy them completely. 
Thus the intimate and affectionate union which had always 
existed between himself and his brothers and sisters was 
never broken. In writing on this subject to his eldest 
brother, he told him that neither his own person nor any- 
thing he possessed was truly Ms mvn^ but belonged to the 
Church; that, since it had pleased God to give him an 
ample subsistence, he could not in conscience live upon the 
Church, tmless he were one of Christ's poor, and which in- 
deed he would be after he had laid all he possessed at His 
feet. He reminded him that our blessed Lord had left His 
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own mother to give Himself to His Church, and in like 
manner his ministers should no longer love their parents 
according to the flesh, but only in Jesus Christ If his re- 
lations were in want it would be his duty to relieve them 
firsi^ — ^they had the first claim upon him, — ^but this not being 
the case he should consider himself unworthy of the priest- 
hood if he preferred the eminence and edit of his family to 
the real necessities of the children which God had given 
him, and those necessities were very great. The poverty 
and wretchedness in the diocese was extreme. The family 
of the Pavilions, on the other hand, were very wealthy. It 
was not, therefore, unreasonable that he should bestow 
a portion of his goods in succouring the poor of his flock, 
for whom he had a real love, especially as his relatives had 
no need ; nor could they have any claim to what would pass 
from them if their relative had pursued a secular calling. 
And if, to relieve the poor, he denied himself all the luxuries 
of life, and even what to many would be considered its 
necessaries, was he to be blamed if on this occasion he used 
that liberty which the law allows all individuals to sell their 
property and dispose of the proceeds in any way they please ? 
Probably the zeal and self-devotedness of this admirajble 
bishop were never more conspicuous than on the occasion 
of the pestilence, which visited his diocese in the year 1651, 
and swept away many of its inhabitants. The first report 
of this terrible scourge reached him in the little village of 
Annat, which he v/as visiting. He set off" immediately for 
Alet, and thence proceeded without delay to Caudiez, 
a small village at the extremity of the diocese, where the 
pestilence had broken out. As he left Annat, the curate of 
that parish came and ofiered his services, having heard that 
the priest at Caudiez had no curate to assist him. The 
bishop tenderly embraced him, and testified the joy he felt 
at his self-devotion, and promised that he would send for 
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him if he found, on arriving at Caudiez, that his services 
would really be needed. 

M. d'Alet, having reached Caudiez, halted in a field ad- 
joining the village. No sooner did the people of the village 
learn that their bishop had come to their assistance than 
they turned out, old and young of both sexes, and came to 
meet him with the most lively demonstrations of joy and 
gratitude. The misery of their situation filled him with grief, 
and he exhorted them with all the force and tenderness he 
was able to be courageous, to seek earnestly the grace of 
true penitence, to mourn for their sins, and submit patiently 
to the will of God. Having exhorted them to lose not 
a moment in seeking pardon for their sins, that death if it 
should come might not find them unprepared, he promised 
all the assistance, spiritual and temporal, that was in his 
power, and sought out the principal inhabitants to concert 
with them measures for the general safety. He fixed upon 
a spot a little out of the village where the people might 
attend the celebration of the Holy Communion without 
danger, and carefully impressed upon the clergyman of the 

place the necessity of taking every precaution to assure him- 
self that every individual to whom he administered the 
Sacrament possessed the essential requisites of faith and 
repentance. The fatherly character of the good bishop is 
very notably displayed in this visitation of cholera. His 
diocese was to him as a large parish, and his labours of love 
are a proof of his conviction that a personal acquaintance 
with his people was as necessary to him as to a parish priest. 
As soon as he had given the requisite instructions for dis- 
infecting the town and arresting the progress of the malady, 
he proceeded to the neighbouring town of Saint Paul, about 
six miles distant, in a district over which the bishops of Alet 
possessed seignorial rights, and bade the villagers send 
whatever succour they could to their suffering neighbours in 
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Caudiez, and gave orders that they should send him word 
every day of the state of this afflicted village. It was not 
long before the pestilence reached Quillan, one of the most 
considerable towns in the diocese, and from thence it spread 
to several other parishes. The bishop followed it every- 
where, visiting the infected hamlets and villages, not except- 
ing the solitary farm houses that fell under the scourge, and 
he placed in constant requisition a visiting band of clergy 
whom he sent wherever he himself could not come and 
wherever they were most wanted, and with indefatigable 
perseverance he provided for the wants of the humblest of 
his flock. 

The town of Alet, having escaped this visitation, took 
alarm lest the bishop and his clergy, who exposed them- 
selves everywhere, should bring infection to their town in 
going and returning, and were loud in their complaints. 
As soon as M. d'Alet heard of it, he called a general 
meeting of the inhabitants and told them that every possible 
precaution was taken to avoid the danger they feared, but 
that as chief pastor it was his solemn duty to provide for 
the wants of his flock, and if they continued their com- 
plaints he should not exercise that authority to quiet them 
which was in his power, but would rather quit the town 
altogether, and take up his residence with those who needed 
him. There was no occasion to add another word ; every 
murmur ceased, for the idea of losing their bishop was a 
greater calamity to them, than the pestilence itself, and they 
quite believed that it was the presence of the bishop, whom 
they regarded as their tutelary saint, that had caused the 
town to escape its ravages. Saint Paul de Fenouille was the 
last town in the diocese that was attacked by this fearful 
scourge ; in no place had it raged so violently, and in spite 
of all the bishop's efforts to allay its fury, one half of the 
inhabitants perished, and the staff of clergy were soon 
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reduced to two in number, one of whom was M. de Mon- 
tredon, a canon, and the other a prebendary of the chapter. 
M. de Montredon, with a noble self-devotion, undertook 
the care of all those who were infected by the disease, 
leaving the rest who were in health to the care of the pre- 
bendary. He was one of the number of the pluralists who 
when M. d'Alet first arrived in the diocese held livings in 
addition to their canonries, but was one of the first who sub- 
mitted to the regulations of the bishop in this matter, during 
the period of his retreat in the seminary of Alet, from which 
he derived great spiritual benefit While there his heart 
was so deeply touched by God, that he wholly confessed 
and unbosomed himself to the bishop, and placed himself 
entirely under his direction. During the prevalence of this 
pestilence, he gave proof of the purest charity, and self- 
devotion, and of a zeal that was indefatigable. 

Entirely regardless of himself, his only thought was to 
carry succour and consolation in every possible way to the 
sick and dying who had need of his ministry. When the 
increasing violence of the plague rendered it unsafe to 
convey any longer into the market-place those who were 
attacked, or to open the doors of the houses in which the 
inmates barricaded themselves, this devoted servant of God 
provided himself with a ladder, with which he gained 
entrance at the windows of the sick and dying, brought 
them medicine and nourishment, and administered to them 
the last Sacraments. When the severity of the scourge 
had passed away and was rapidly declining, he lost the 
young man who attended him, and soon after he was him- 
self attacked with the disease. With an exalted courage he 
persevered to the last, and, though very ill and weak, con- 
tinued to administer the Sacrament to those who had not 
yet received it. At last his strength failed him, and feeling 
himself sinking, he once more celebrated the Holy Mysteries, 
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with his own hand administered to himself the last Sacra- 
ments, and the same evening passed to his reward, and 
entered eternal rest, a martyr of Christian love. 

There were two of the clergy who failed in their duty 
during this time of calamity. On the first breaking out of 
the pestilence they deserted their posts and took flight. 
M. d*Alet was grieved that the necessity which required him 
to be continually visiting the infected districts prevented him 
taking their duties upon himself. He sent a faithful member 
of his clergy to take their place, and issued a public ordon- 
nance enjoining these deserters to return immediately to 
their post under pain of excommunication. 

On no occasion is the presence of a faithful pastor more 
urgently required than in times of great public calamity, 
when the people whom God has given into his charge have 
most need of that spiritual succour which he is under the 
obligation of conveying to them. It is at such times as 
these that the good shepherd, following in the footsteps of 
his Lord and Master, will give his life for the sheep, while 
the hireling will abandon them and take flight in order to 
save his own. 

Happily the two villages thus abandoned suffered very 
slightly, and the emissary who was sent to their relief was 
able to return to Alet in a couple of days. The two clergy- 
men who had abandoned their posts were themselves aban- 
doned of God. One of them fell into the greatest disorders, 
was arrested, and condemned to be imprisoned for life. The 
other was deprived of his benefice, and sentenced to other 
canonical penalties. 

War, witii its attendant evils, was another calamity which 
for a long period ravaged the diocese of Alet, and again was 
the paternal care of its unwearied bishop nobly manifested 
in his exertions to prevent or to ameliorate its evil conse- 
quences to his flock. During the year 1653, while France 
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was at war with Spain, the diocese of Alet was overrun with 
French troops who were on the march to Rousillon. The 
Spaniards held possession of the Castle of Puivaldor, situated 
at the extremity of the diocese, and which was retaken by 
the French under the command of the Prince of Conti. 
Dislodged from this fortress, the Spaniards, on their retreat, 
burned and ransacked a number of villages. Word having 
been sent to M. d'AJet, he instantly set off to this scene of 
desolation, consoled the sufferers, provided them with neces- 
saries, and watched over the safety of the women and children 
in the localities occupied by an unlicensed soldiery. He 
journeyed from place to place to ascertain the nature and 
extent of the misery which had overtaken this portion of his 
territory, and found in the neighbourhood of Capsir many of 
the villages abandoned by the inhabitants. Beseeching the 
French officers to bum nothing, and night approaching, he 
took refuge in the deserted house of the cur^, which he 
found stripped of everything that could be carried off. Here 
he reposed for the night, setting fire to some straw to give 
light. It was a new thing to the French officers to see a 
bishop undergo such fatigue and privation in seeking his 
dispersed flock. They were greatly delighted and much 
struck with his conduct, and testified to M. d'Alet their 
respect and veneration for his character in the warmest 
manner. They provided him with food and promised to 
pay the strictest deference to his wishes while they remained 
in his diocese, and assured him that they would not allow 
the soldiers to destroy anything. 

He learned, however, on his arrival at Rouze, while re- 
turning home, that the soldiers had set fire to a house in the 
parish of Artignes, where he had lodged. Upon hearing of 
this, he requested M. d'Angiers, his grand vicar, who accom- 
panied him, to go and seek the commanding officer, and ask 
him to make pecuniary compensation for the damage. The 

L 
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grand vicar, surprised that M. d'Alet should think there was 
any probability of soldiers paying for damage done m an 
enemies country, represented to him the inutility of such 
a mission. " Go, my dear brother," returned the bishop, 
" leave that to my judgment. The spirit of obedience should 
furnish you with the hope of success." He obeyed, and was 
received by the commanding officer with great civility, and 
was payed the price of the house upon his own valuation. 

While M. d'Alet was thus engaged in repressing the 
license of the soldiery by enlisting the goodwill of their 
officers, a lawless gang, belonging to his own people, seized 
the opportunity to pillage, attributing their devastations to 
the Spanish soldiery. M. d'Alet took the severest measures 
to put a stop to their proceedings. He caused the strictest 
investigations to be made to ascertain (he extent of the 
plunder, and obliged the culprits to restore everything. 
Those, also, who had purchased any article thus attained 
were obliged to make restitution. The passage of the 
troops of the Count d'Harcourt, a very undisciplined 
body of men, through the diocese, in which they com- 
mitted great disorders, sorely tried the courage and resolu- 
tion of M. d'Alet. Passing the episcopal town, they 
attempted to lodge themselves indiscriminately wherever 
they pleased. This M. d'Alet would not permit, and 
forbade them entering the town at all, and obliged them to 
make a circuit around it They marched on to the town of 
Saint Paul, where they lodged themselves, committing great 
disorders. Upon hearing this, M. d'Alet wrote to their 
commander and set out instantly for Saint Paul to put a 
stop to the excesses of these undisciplined soldiers. Irri- 
tated with having been locked out of the town of Alet, they 
obtained the keys of Saint Paul from the municipal autho- 
rities, and, in their turn, locked out the bishop who had now 
arrived with his attendants before the gate. Seeing how 
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matters stood, he descended from his horse, and, with the 
most perfect composure, ordered the soldier who kept guard 
to open him the gate. Receiving only an insolent refusal, 
he seized the soldier by the shoulder belt, and, in a resolute 
tone, commanded him instantly to obey, adding that he was 
a bold man to bar the entrance of a town against its lord and 
bishop, demanded his name, and threatened him with severe 
punishment if he did not immediately open the gate. The 
soldier, astonished at the courage of this intrepid bishop, 
whose grave and majestic air impressed him with a feeling 
of respect, begged his forgiveness, and called to the guard 
within to open the gates. The officer in command, apprised 
of the bishop's arrival, came with excuses, offering him the 
keys. The bishop refused to receive them, and bade him 
return them immediately to the proper authorities, from 
whom they had been forcibly taken, and make proper 
reparation for his misconduct. While this officer, con- 
founded with the firm tone of the offended bishop, tried 
in all ways to make amends, a letter arrived from the Count 
d'Harcourt, conveyed by one of his aides-de-camp, apolo- 
gizing for the misconduct of the troops, offering to punish 
severely the insolent guard who had refused to open the 
gate, and assuring the bishop that orders should be given 
to reimburse the inhabitants for all the expenses they had 
unjustly suffered. 

M. d'Alet, who looked upon these soldiers as sheep without 
a shepherd, extended towards them his paternal care during 
the time they remained quartered in his diocese. His friendly 
intercourse with the officers, who respected and feared him, 
gave him great power over the soldiers, and rendered him, 
in a measure, master of them, and he took care to turn this 
to good account for their benefit. No more complaints 
were heard of extortion on their part, and they paid regularly 
for whatever they obtained from the inhabitants. 

L 2 
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During the civil wars of 1649 ^^^ ^^^ following years, 
M. d'Alet gave many proofs of his loyalty to the throne and 
fidelity to his sovereign in exacting obedience to the orders 
of the Government by keeping in the path of duty those who 
were desirous of joining the popular cause, and imposed 
public penances on many young men who had served in the 
revolutionary army of the Prince of Cond^. He also obliged 
several of the chief families in his diocese, who had enlisted 
their vassals in the revolutionary enterprises, and had been 
killed or wounded, to make ample compensation to their 
widows and children. The court was always so assured of 
M. d'Alet's inviolable attachment to the throne, that his 
loyalty was never called in question, even during the dis- 
pleasure which he gave the Government by the course he 
took in the matter of the " Regale," about which we shall 
have occasion to speak hereafter. His opposition in this 
matter never lost him the respect and good offices of the 
ministers, of State, the generals of the army, or the lieur 
tenants of the province of which the diocese of Alet was a 
portion, and they have all given him, on various occasions, 
marks of the great consideration and esteem they entertained 
for him. So satisfied were they of the justice of any com- 
plaint or application he had occasion to make to them, that, 
without examination, they would give orders to have done 
immediately whatever he required. They begged him to 
make use of their services, that they might have part, as 
they said, in his good works, by aiding him in maintaining 
that good discipline which he had established in his diocese, 
and which was not only a blessing to his own people, but 
edifying to the whole Church. 




CHAPTER XIV. 

Visits the neighbouring bishops — ^preaches an octave of sermons for the Arch- 
bishop 6{ Toulouse — lectures to young men preparing for Ordination — 
M. de Caulet, Bishop of Pamiers — Port Royal — Antoine Amauld — the book 
of "Frequent Communion" — public penance — letter of M. d'Alet to 
M. Vincent de Paul — close friendship between the bishops of Alet and 
Pamiers — M. Rebe, Archbishop of Narbonne — mission to Narbonne — 
revival of religion — mission to Limoux — and Rhodez — retreats for the 
clergy — reconciles a dispute in a religious community — death of M. Rebe, 
Archbishop of Narbonne. 

I HE labours of this active servant of God were 
not confined to his own diocese. His zeal for 
the general good led him to improve all oppor- 
tunities for usefulness that presented them- 
selves in the course of his ministry, and it will be the object 
of the present chapter to give some account of the inter- 
course he had with neighbouring bishops, and the journeys 
he undertook to render service to them whenever it pleased 
God to place occasion in his way. 

Soon after entering upon his episcopate he paid a visit of 
respect to M. de Montchal, Archbishop of Toulouse, who 
pressed him to preach a course of sermons in his cathedral 
during the octave of the feast of the Holy Sacrament. 
M. d*Alet willingly consented ; the cathedral was crowded, 
and the earnest eloquence of his appeals made a deep im- 
pression. The members of the Parliament of Toulouse, as 
well as the civil authorities, all of whom he visited, were 
delighted with the simplicity and modesty of this humble- 
minded prelate, who dispensed with the pomp and display 
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with which bishops usually made visits of ceremony. It 
was a new thing to them to see a dignitary of his rank and 
position pay his visits on foot, accompanied by his chaplain 
and a single servant, but, far from lessening his dignity in 
the eyes of the citizens of Toulouse, the modesty of his 
retinue drew from them a far deeper respect and admiration 
than he would have received had he travelled in a chariot 
with his attendants in livery. 

The discourses of M. d'Alet, and the influence of his 
piety, made a lasting impression upon the archbishop, who 
was delighted to find how valuable a neighbour he possessed, 
and he resolved to draw all the succour he could from him, 
not only for his personal benefit but for the good of his 
diocese. In order, therefore, to enter with him more deeply 
into these subjects, the archbishop invited M. d'Alet, a short 
time afterwards, to pay another visit to Toulouse, and deliver 
a course of lectures to a number of young men who were 
preparing for Ordination. M. d'Alet readily complied, and 
profited by the occasion to impress upon his auditors the 
true nature, dignity, and weighty responsibilities of the 
priesthood in the Church of Christ. He spoke with such 
force and clearness of the holiness of this high office, and of 
those dispositions of heart necessary for those who would 
enter upon it, that they were deeply moved, and several of 
them, trembling at the magnitude and importance of the 
truths which he displayed to them in the clearest light, re- 
solved to defer their Ordination to a later period, to assure 
themselves more certainly that God had really called them 
to the office of the ministry, and to give themselves time for 
deeper care and preparation before they entered upon it. 

The great amount of good which resulted from the lectures 
of M. d*Alet on this occasion induced the archbishop to ask 
him to repeat them on subsequent periods of Ordination, 
and M. d'Alet, who had deeply at heart the reformation of 
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the clergy, wiDingly consented to perform a service to which 
it seemed to him that it pleased God to open the vray by 
bestowing upon it so visible a blessing on the first occasion. 
His reputation, having travelled far beyond Toulouse, drew 
crowds of ecclesiastics to that city to hear him. The arch- 
bishop's private chapel, in which his first lectures were given, 
was found too small to hold the numbers that sought admis- 
sion, and it was necessary to adjourn to a more spacious 
building. The archbishop, again deeply moved by his per 
suasive eloquence, the purity of his doctrine, and the holi- 
ness of his life, sought only how he might turn to the best 
account every moment of M. d'Alet's visit. He consulted 
him on the various points of doctrine and discipline upon 
which the clergy of his extensive diocese held various 
opinions, and which were fruitful sources of di\'ision among 
them. 

The greater niunber of the clergy, led away by the 
specious reasoning of the casuistical writers of that day, 
whose pernicious principles they had adopted, fearfully 
abused the authority of binding and loosing committed to 
the priesthood by the laying on of hands. They gave ab- 
solution without discretion or discernment, exercising no 
careful endeavours to ascertain whether a sincere and 
genuine repentance and deep sorrow for sin, accompanied 
by a true preparation of heart, had qualified the applicants 
for this great blessing. Thus was this duty turned into 
a mockery; and this ordinance of our Lord, so full of 
blessing when rightly used, and the appointed means of 
conveying his loving forgiveness to his erring but contrite 
children, abused into a positive evil, and made a snare and 
deception to the impenitent sinner, to whom there could be 
no real forgiveness while there was no true conversion of 
the heart to God. 

On these subjects, therefore, M. d'Alet conferred with 



152 NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 



a great number of the clergy, whom the Archbishop of 
Toulouse had assembled to hear him, and spoke to them 
with such power and unction, that he won them over to the 
truth, and they received his teaching with the greatest 
docility. He profited by this opportunity to put them in 
the way to labour with success in their missionary enter- 
prises, which he counselled them to pursue, and instructed 
them in the method we have already described as adopted 
in the diocese of Alet. 

The Archbishop of Toulouse, upon whom the life and 
character of his new friend, whom he regarded as a saint, 
had a powerful influence, believed he could not do better, 
in order to labour seriously in the work of his own personal 
sanctification, than to place himself under his spiritual 
direction; and from the moment he did so he began to 
regulate his household upon the principles of Christian self- 
denial and simplicity, to reduce the superfluity of his table 
and retinue, to reform his diocese, and to prepare to render 
up an account of his administration to that Sovereign Judge, 
before whom his advanced age warned him he must very 
soon appear. The faults committed during his episcopate 
weighed heavily upon his conscience, and, in order to repair 
the consequences of them in every way he could, he resolved 
to make application for M. d'Alet to be his coadjutor and 
successor. He accordingly communicated with the Court 
on this subject, and exerted all his influence to press his 
demand, which, he was informed, could not be accorded 
except by his own resignation of his archbishopric. 
M. d'Alet, whose attachment to his own church of Alet 
was indissoluble, and, besides, disapproving strongly of 
translations, no sooner heard of these negotiations than he 
opposed them with all his power, and engaged his friends 
to join their prayers with his own that the project might be 
frustrated. 
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It pleased God to grant their request. The archbishop 
was called from the present life before he had accom- 
plished the resignation he had resolved to make after 
the State session which was then assembling at Carcas- 
sonne, where this prelate was seized with the illness of 
which he died. 

M. de Caulet, Bishop of Pamiers, nominated to that 
diocese in the year 1644, was one of those firm friends to 
whom M. d'Alet was deeply and intimately attached. They 
had met in Paris on various occasions. On the appoint- 
ment of M. de Caulet to the diocese of Pamiers, which 
borders upon thatof Alet, one of the first things he did upon 
his arrival was to visit his former acquaintance, whose grow- 
ing reputation was already drawing upon him the eyes of all 
classes in Church and State. It was about this time that 
the great religious controversy of the seventeenth century, 
which arose within the bosom of the Gallican Church, dated 
its commencement. Its origin was in the celebrated mo- 
nastery of Port Royal, in which a complete reform to the 
primitive piety and severe rule of the earUer and better days 
of these religious communities had just been effected by 
the persevering efforts of its devoted abbess. La Mbre An- 
g^lique Amaiild. In a peaceful and secluded valley, a few 
miles to the south-west of Versailles, overgrown with ferns 
and ivy and a profusion of wild plants, may still be seen the 
remains of this once famous abbey. The small portion that 
still exists of the hard porous limestone used in its erection 
effectually resists the action of time and weather, and pre- 
serves to the present day a monument to the memory of 
that little band of saints, who, two centuries ago, hallowed 
its sacred precincts by their holy lives ; but a more enduring 
monimtient is to be found in their history and their writings, 
and these offer to our own dear country and people an ex- 
ample and lesson we should do well to follow, of the pure.«*^ 
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self-devotion and the most exalted piety. Besides the in- 
mates of the monastery, this rehgious society comprised 
a number of recluses, among whom were some of the 
brightest intellects of France. It had pleased God in His 
mercy to touch their hearts, and, deeply impressed with the 
sense of the vanity of worldly pursuits and aims, and with 
eager aspirations after heavenly things they left all and re- 
tired to the peaceful solitude of Port Royal to pass the rest 
of their days in continual prayer and in acts of piety and 
devotion. Unlike many of the reformed churches who have 
nobly witnessed for some lapsed doctrine of truth, but who, 
at the same time, while protesting against the increasing 
corruptions of the Church, have separated themselves wholly 
from Her Communion, the Port Royalists ching to her with 
an attachment from which nothing could alienate them ; and 
while in their lives and teaching they revived the glorious 
fundamental truth of "justification by faith in the alone 
merits of a crucified Redeemer," and were its faithful wit- 
nesses and exponents in their day, they yet did so (and let 
this be particularly observed) in harmonious combination 
with another class of truths ; — the work of grace in the soul 
of the individual believer, through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit by which the old and fallen nature is gradually de- 
stroyed by means of the sharp discipline of the Cross, and 
the new nature regenerate in Holy Baptism, grows up and 
is nourished in the likeness of Christ. 

Thus, during that eclipse of faith and holiness which over- 
spread with darkness the Church of France in their day, 
a light burst forth in the peaceful valley of Port Royal, which 
burned with increasing brightness during a period of about 
a century, diffusing its rays in every direction, until the per- 
severing hostility of the Jesuits, who from the first had en- 
deavoured by every means to oppose and destroy this faithful 
band of witnesses for the truth, succeeded at last in extin- 
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goishing it, and a spiritual darkness succeeded even greater 
than before. 

It has been previously intimated that M. d'Alet had 
received his early training in the seminary of Saint Lazarre. 
M. de Caulet, Bishop of Pamiers, had been educated in that 
of Saint Sulpice, distinguished at a somewhat later period 
for having numbered among its students the pious and 
amiable F^ndon, Archbishop of Cambrai. In neither of 
these two schools of theology did the Port Royalists meet 
with any sympathy, and both M. d'Alet and M. de Caulet 
had received in consequence, very unfavourable ideas of their 
teaching, with this difference, however, that M. de Caulet, 
strongly prejudiced against them, could not endure to hear 
even their name mentioned, while M. d'Alet, wholly free 
from prejudice, and without attaching himself to either one 
side or the other, took advantage of the good which he 
found in both. He was at this time reading a work by a 
writer of Port Royal, which had just issued from the press ; 
it was from the pen of Antoine Amauld, doctor of the 
Sorbonne, and was entitled "Frequent Communion." Its 
appearance produced a great sensation, and it was imme- 
diately attacked by the opposite party. In spite of the oppo- 
sition it met with, it produced, nevertheless, a great effect, 
and numbers of eminent persons owed their conversion to 
God to its perusal. M. d'Alet was delighted with it, but, as 
the members of Saint Sulpice had openly declared against it, 
on the arrival of the Bishop of Pamiers he laid it aside, to 
avoid giving any offence to his new friend, with whom he 
wished to live in unity and love. Having similar aims, and 
being both penetrated with a deep desire for the good of the 
Church, a great friendship sprung up between these two 
bishops, which was strengthened by their mutual visits, and 
a continual correspondence of letters. M. de Pamiers would 
undertake nothing for the government of his diocese before 
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he had consulted M. d*Alet. He sent his clergy to be 
trained in his seminary, and relied upon his judgment as 
regarded their talents and vocation. 

The commencement of the great controversy, which arose 
on the subject of the five famous propositions attributed to 
Jansenius, drew closer the ties of friendship and union be- 
tween these two bishops. A letter had been drawn up con- 
demning these five propositions, and it was designed to 
forward it to the Pope, after it had received the signatures 
of the bishops of France. No sooner had M. de Pamiers 
received a copy of this letter than he set off immediately to 
deliberate with M. d'Alet, who had also received a similar 
letter. After joining in fervent prayer to God to bestow 
upon them such a measure of light and wisdom that they 
might determine upon the right course to take in this affair, 
they resolved that they would neither sign the document, 
nor take any part in the angry contests which were disturb- 
ing the Church's peace. M. d'Alet had received a copy of 
this document from his old friend M. Vincent, of Saint 
Lazarre, who not only pressed him to sign it, but took 
occasion to speak strongly against the book of " Frequent 
Communion," hoping to gain him over to the large and 
increasing party which was then forming in Paris to procure 
its condemnation. It may be well to say a word or two 
here on this book which had so stirred the wrath and oppo- 
sition of the Jesuits, and those who were attached to their 
opinions. It* was less remarkable as a production of any 
great merit in itself as in its happy suitability to the special 
needs of that day and country. It is thus alluded to by 
a late writer on Port Royal : — " The work of Dr. Amaud, 
upon * Frequent Communion,' deplored the levity with which 
too many persons approach that sacred mystery. It uiged 
the necessity of a real cessation from sin, and an heartfelt 
desire to relinquish evil tastes and practices previous to 
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absolution. It maintained that a true and genuine repent- 
ance, although a life-long work, must at least be begun, and 
a living faith manifested, as essential qualifications before 
receiving the Lord's Supper, and that no repentance could 
be termed evangelical which arose solely from a fear of 
punishment unmixed with a true desire after holiness and 
the love of God. The whole was enriched and supported 
by ample quotations from the Scriptures and the Fathers of 
the Church." 

M. d'Alet could not fail to see in its pages the spirit of 
a deep and enlightened piety, and to recognize the same 
principles which the Spirit of truth had communicated to his 
own soul, and which he had laboured to inculcate upon his 
clergy. In replying, therefore, to the letter of M. Vincent, 
and stating the reasons why he could not sign the letter 
condemnatory of the work of Jansenius, which he had never 
seen or read, he thus spoke of the book of " Frequent 
Communion." " I have read this work," he writes, " very 
carefully, and am much edified by its doctrine, and I must 
tell you, in all simplicity, that I esteem it to be a work of 
great usefiilness, calculated to promote a sincere reverence for 
the doctrine of penance and the Sacrament of the Eucharist, 
and a fhiitfiil reception of both, as also to benefit the priest- 
hood by instructing them in a right and worthy administra- 
tion of the Sacraments, very much needed in this day, when 
one considers the amount of ignorance in the clergy, and 
how generally inexperienced they are in the important and 
necessary duty of the direction of souls. With regard to the 
objection that the author appears to advocate the re-establish- 
ment of the rigorous and ancient discipline of the Church, 
it seems to me, that no one who would calmly read the work, 
could fail to perceive that its intention is merely to exhibit 
the beauty and severity of the ancient discipline, to excite 
a desire to reform the abuses of our age, of which we must 
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all be very conscious, and to defend the cause of those 
persons who are now being condemned for voluntarily sub- 
mitting themselves to some of the holy practices which were 
followed by the penitents of primitive times. This does not 
seem to me to be at all worthy of blame." 

The bishop concludes his letter by stating, that the reason 
why he had established the practice of public penance in his 
diocese, was in consequence of [the gross and scandalous 
public sins which were prevalent, and as the best way of 
effectually dealing with them ; that these penances had been 
happily productive of great "good and spiritual profit to the 
people, insomuch that many neighbouring prelates had been 
led to adopt the same custom in their dioceses. " In thus 
acting," he concludes, " we have kept ourselves aloof from 
all parly feeling in the Church, taking care neither to woimd 
nor condemn any person, testifying both in public and 
private our love for all, on which side soever they may 
choose to range themselves in this unhappy contest, and 
our desire to esteem and serve them ; and we have always 
believed that it would be a very easy thing to bring them to 
one mind, if only they would cease to be prejudiced against 
each other, for we know of several pious and learned Jesuits 
who heartily approve of the doctrine which is taught in this 
book of * Frequent Communion.'" 

The fruit of the intercourse which was thus commenced 
between these two neighbouring Bishops of Alet and Pa- 
miers, was soon apparent in the gradual removal of those 
prejudices from the mind of the latter, which he had con- 
tracted in the school of St. Sulpice, and in the clearer view 
of those truths which he, as yet, but very imperfectly realised. 
He discovered in M. d'Alet so much good sense, prudence, 
and uprightness, such an entire freedom from all party spirit, 
added to which so much docility of mind, simplicity, and 
candour, joined to a sincere love of truth,^jand an unconquer^ 
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able firmness in maintaining it when once found, that it won his 
heart, and constrained him to give to M. d'Alet his entire 
confidence. He laid open his whole heart to him without 
reserve, communicated all his designs, and undertook nothing 
without the advice and approbation of his excellent friend. 

Among the bishops of the province of Languedoc, was 
one whose friendship M. d*Alet was especially desirous to 
possess. This was M. de Reb^, Archbishop of Narbonne, 
and Metropolitan of Alet, He was a man of high birth, 
and his style of living resembled more that of a temporal 
lord than an evangelical bishop. His great endeavour was 
to maintain the good-will of the government of France, and 
his complaisance and docility in conforming to the wishes 
of the Minister of State procured for him even more credit 
than his high birth. M. d'Alet felt that a good understand- 
ing with his metropolitan, and the possession of his con- 
fidence, was important in the carrying out of his designs for 
re-establishing good order in his diocese, and also for the 
general well-being of the entire province. An intimacy, in 
consequence, soon commenced between them, which at the 
outset was full of promise for the future, and several mutual 
visits were paid, during which M. d'Alet took the oppor- 
tunity of exciting the zeal of M. de Reb^ to begin a work 
of reform among his clergy, to establish seminaries- for the 
instruction of ecclesiastics, and organise a series of mis- 
sionary visitations among the country parishes. The arch- 
bishop listened to these proposals with pleasure. He had 
heard of the reputation M. d'Alet had acquired at Toulouse 
by his stirring discourses, and the excellent instructions he 
had given to the ecclesiastics of that diocese, and, wishful 
that his own should enjoy the same advantages, he begged 
him to commence a similar work in Narbonne, and to aid 
him in carrying it out. The way being thus opened, 
M. d'Alet threw his whole heart into the work. He paid 



l60 NICHOLAS PAVILLOK. 



several visits to Narbonne, and laboured with so mudi 
success that, in a short time, the clergy of that diocese, 
whom he found were more docile than those of Toulouse, 
were roused to exertion. He established conferences of 
the clergy similar to those of Alet, and set on foot missionary 
enterj)rises for carrying the Gospel message to the most neg- 
lected parts of the diocese. He joined to these some of his 
own tried workers, and from time to time accompanied them 
himself Thus, labouring like the primitive bishops of the 
early days of the Christian Church to win souls for Christ, 
he inspired his companions with zeal to share in these truly 
apostolic labours. They were very greatly blessed, and 
a revival of religion in the diocese of Narbonne was the 
result which followed. 

The success of the mission to Limoux deserves especial 
notice. limoux is a small town in the diocese of Narbonne, 
at the foot of the Pyrenees, at that period thickly populated, 
and in a state of great spiritual destitution. On the arrival 
of the little company of missionaries, consisting of the 
Bishop of Alet and his companions, the inhabitants of 
Limoux, excited by the novelty of the spectacle, (no such 
thing having been known as a bishop, accompanied by 
a band of clergy, visiting their town and country preaching 
the Gospel of the Kingdom,) flocked in crowds from far and 
near to listen to the preachers. By the blessing of God the 
unction of their appeals produced a marvellous effect ; many 
hearts were touched, numbers were brought to realize their 
lost condition, to feel sin's heavy burden, and to call upon 
God for mercy through the merits of a crucified Redeemer. 
A solid work was done here; and abundant was the fruit 
which bore witness to the genuineness of the conversion of 
the heart to God, and never did greater success result from 
the laboiurs of M. d'Alet than on this occasion. Light broke 
in upon the darkness, and the fruit of good works testified 
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to the life which had been revived by the mercy of God in the 
souls of many. The general licentiousness which prevailed 
before this missionary visit took place, in a great measure, 
ceased ; the wicked practice of usury, which was very general, 
declined ; numbers of the inhabitants became attentive and 
regular in their religious duties ; scandalous offenders sub- 
mitted themselves with docility to the public penances 
which were imposed upon them ; the practice of family 
prayer, morning and evening, was generally established; 
a sisterhood of ladies was formed, who devoted themselves 
to works of mercy, in attending to, and relieving the sick 
poor, and with a view also to render permanent the reform, 
which had been, by the blessing of God, so happily com- 
menced. M. d'Alet also took care to instruct the clergy in 
the best mode of conveying instruction by catechism and 
sermons ; he also left them a great number of short printed 
tracts, which contained not only a variety of prayers, but 
a plain and clear explanation of the principal mysteries of 
religion, to be distributed among the people, in order that 
they might have before their eyes both what they ought to 
believe, and what they ought to practise. 

The report of these proceedings brought applications to 
M, d'Alet to extend his labours to other places. The 
blessings which had been so abundantly shed at Limoux 
had reached the ears of M. de Noailles, Bishop of Rhodez, 
great uncle of Cardinal Noailles, Archbishop of Paris. He 
besought M.d'Alet to allow his zeal to extend as far as the 
diocese of Rhodez. M. d'Alet lost no time in responding 
to this appeal, and devoted the whole period of an Advent 
to the undertaking. It was followed by the same success 
with which all his labours were attended. 

It has been beautifully said that the very burning of the 
lamp consumes the oil ; hence, it has been found, that even 
amongst Christians of high ^tainments, the expedience of 

M 
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those aids for gaining fresh supplies of the oil of God's 
grace, which have been furnished by retreats, have been 
very great. Knowing from experience the value of these 
helps, M. d'Alet established a retreat at Rhodez, where, 
from time to time, its clergy might enjoy, in rest and quiet, 
a closer communion with God, and, by prayer and medita- 
tion, derive fresh supplies of grace and unction, and, refreshed 
in spirit, re-commence with renewed energy, their ministerial 
duties. After many conferences with M. de Noailles^ upon 
the best mode of conducting and governing his diocese, he 
returned home, diffusing instruction and edification in those 
places in his route in which he had to make any stay. 

It may be interesting here to mention a circumstance, in 
which the services of M. d'Alet were brought into requisi- 
tion, to moderate the disputes which had arisen in a large 
and important community who styled themselves "The 
Fathers of the Congregation of Christian Doctrine.** 
Among these Fathers, a division had taken place on the 
subject of the validity of their vows. To such lengths 
did they proceed, that the Pope had to interfere, and, with 
a view to reconcile the dififerences, nominated the Arch- 
bishop of Narbonne and the Bishop of Alet to examine 
the case and pronounce a definite judgment The latter 
prelate laboured assiduously, as his custom alwa)rs was, to 
gain the hearts of the contending parties and bring them to 
one mind, so as to spare the one side the pain of a judgment 
which might be given in favour of the other. This delicate 
consideration was rewarded. In virtue of the Pope*s brief, 
these two prelates presided over a general Chapter of the 
Order, which was held at Narbonne in the year 1646, and, 
by the patience and gentleness with which they conducted 
the proceedings, brought all the differences to a peaceftd 
issue; and, according to a pious custom, practised by the 
members of this congregation, the dissentients confessed 
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their error upon their knees, and humbly acknowledged 
their faults. M. d'Alet instantly seized the occasion to speak 
upon this practice of humility, and, for the space of half an 
hour, he rivetted the attention of the assembly with the force 
of an eloquence that came spontaneously from the heart. 
He took occasion to describe the true spirit of love with 
which the self-accused should always be listened to, and 
with what temper of mind and heart all ought thus to accuse 
themselves, and practise this kind of humiliation before their 
brethren, following the advice of the apostle, " Confess your 
faults to one another," (James 5, vi.). Every ear hung upon 
his words, every heart was touched, and the chiefs of the 
assembly were solicitous that the words might be committed 
to writing. As they were unpremeditated, he was unable to 
comply with their request. They were long remembered, 
however, and spoken of with admiration. Thus to every true 
lover of God and follower of our Lord, opportunities will, 
from time to time, occur, in which he may, by a happy im- 
provement of them, advance the cause of his Saviour in 
witnessing for the truth. The true lover of Jesus will be 
ever on the watch for such opportunities. Even the smallest 
occasions he may make great. " A word spoken in due 
season how good is it!" (Prov. '15, xxiii.). It ^7ill ever 
be his aim to excite in his auditors the sentiments of that 
piety with which he is himself filled. The greatest gifts of 
eloquence, unaccompanied by the Spirit of God, will attempt 
this in vain. The finest orator can only draw from his 
hearers the admiration of his talents, he cannot touch the 
heart, for of that the Holy Spirit alone is the master. 

The constant endeavour of M. d'Alet to cultivate the 
friendship of his metropolitan, and the valuable services he 
rendered him, on every occasion, for the good of his Church, 
was well calculated to cement a union as intimate as that 
which had grown up between our prelate and the Archbishop 
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of Toulouse. Unfortunately, M. dfe Rebd was a irian' of tttf 
different disposition to the latter; An accomplished c6trrtierj 
he expected to receive the same deference and worship 
which he himself was accustomed to yield to the great pfer^ 
sonages at Court, and could liot bear thd slightest'oppb^itiotf. 
It was impossible for a man of his character to reihain loi/g 
on friendly terms with one who, with all his^^ diaiity, ' aAd 
Sweetness of dispositi6n, and every possible poKtenei^, khe^if 
neither how to dissimulate or temporise when duty caUed 
him to speak and to be firm. It is, therefore, hot'to 'c« 
wondered at, that a coolness ensued betweeii thesfe 'two 
prelates. The exactitude of M. d'Alet offended the Hshbp, 
who also felt annoyed at the liberty which he took,' thiott^ 
with the greatest respect and gentleness, to oppose Kitnself 
to everything which appeared to him reprehensible' in hfe 
conduct. One or two circumstances, which tnay be btietfjr 
alluded to, contributed to this estrangement. The Mafqtiis 
de Reb^, brother of the archbishop, having 'cOni'e 'Ihtb 
possession of the barony of Arques, in the diocese ofAlet, 
through a recent purchase from the house of Guisfef, tJife 
Marchioness, on her arrival at the new property; tiibugiit 
proper to impose a tax of two thousand livres upon tfie 
tenantry, to defray the expenses of the festivities' to be "cele- 
brated on the occasion. This exaction, bearing ' heavil]^ 6n 
the poor, and made without any legal right, immedia.tely 
found an opposer in M. d'Alet, who was always soHcitoiis 
for the temporal, as well as the spiritud, welfare of his flock. 
Accordingly, he wrote to M. de Narbonne to interfere. The 
archbishop was highly displeased with the respectful remon- 
strances oif his brother bishop, who, he declared, "^Was 
always in his way." The matter, however, did not end here. 
At the Assembly of State, M d'Alet advocated so eloqnently 
the cause of the poor, that he entirely upset the propositions 
of the archbishop, who, caring littie for the interest* dF Hic 
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]^pvince, had no other aim than to please the Court at the 
expense of the public. The effects of the archbishop's 
resie9tment was soon felt in the conduct of his officials, who 
either softened down or altogether cancelled nearly all the 
se;ntences which proceeded from the Ecclesiastical Court of 
^let, . against wicked priests, irregular marriages^ &c., and 
wje. have. already mentioned with what sorrow M. d*Alet saw 
thpse measures frustrated by those whose duty it should 
have been- to aid him in seeing that they were duly observed. 
Jfie did not cease to complain to the archbishop of the evil 
,t;bat was thus caused, but all his complaints were unavailing. 
This preilate neither understood nor attended to the govem- 
ppaent. of his diocese or the administration of justice ; he left 
lijl to his officials, and being prejudiced against the just 
sev^pty of M. d'Alet, he sided with them on all occasions. 
"V^itb, all, this, however, he could not help having a great 
^(^steemr for M. d'Alet, who, he knew, stood high in the estima- 
tion of the world, and, from time to time, would pay him 
yisjts ^t Alet, and, when staying at Limoux, would pray him 
jtQ hold confirmations there and in the neighbouring villages, 
,tp escape his remonstrances, and to save himself from being 
^reproached for his injustice and lack of zeal. 
.. Another circumstance occurred which contributed still 
jpciore to increase the prejudice and opposition of the arch- 
,l)i$hjop. A book had just been published, under the title of 

. " The Apology of the Casuists," which created a great sen- 
jpation. The Bishop of Pamiers, in conjunction with the 

..B^ops of Comminges, of Bazas, and Consdrans, paid 
a. visit to. M. d'Alet, to consult together on the subject of 

. the dangerous and pernicious doctrines which it advocated, 
and .^hich they all agreed in condemning. It was repre- 

, sented to .. the archbishop, by designing persons, that 
34-d'Alet had held a provincial council against the authority 

..of ithe.pietrppQlitan.. It is probable that the archbishop, 
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who was not really unaimable, would never have taken 
offence at this circumstance, which the enemies of religion 
endeavoured to construe into an injury, had he not been so 
easily influenced by them, for he could not be ignorant 
that M. d*Alet was incapable of committing such an offence ; 
but he was aware that our holy bishop was not in &vour at 
Court, and he was too good a courtier to lose such an 
opportunity of humiliating him, quite forgetting that ** it is 
better to trust in the Lord than to put any confidence in 
princes." He, therefore, issued a citation for the Bishop of 
Alet to render an account of his conduct in this matter of 
the assembly. The citation remaining without any rejdyy 
the archbishop pronounced judgment by default He had 
no sooner placed his signature to the sentence than he fell 
sick, and expired after lingering fourteen or fifteen days. 
During his short illness, which seized him at Montpellier, 
stung by the reproaches of conscience, be begged the arch- 
deacon of that church, whom he knew to be an intimate 
friend of M. d'Alet's, to write him a letter expressing his 
past sorrow that he had ever- caused him pain, beseediing 
his prayers, and assuring him that he died his servant and 
friend. It was this circumstance which gave occasion to 
Cardinal Mazarin to say, when he was informed of the death 
of the archbishop, "It is a dangerous thing to trifle with 
M. d'Alet; he causes the death of all who dare to attack 
him." 
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M. Poaqnet succeeds M. Reb^ in the Ardibishopric of Ntfbonne — his great 

• friendship for M. d'Alet — places himself under M. d'Alct's directioo — hit 

exile — cone^wndenoe — the worrd*s persecutions less dangerous than its 




FOUQUET, who succeeded M. de ReW in the 
archbishopric of Narbonne, was a man of very 
different disposition to his predecessor, and 
his conduct towards M. d'Alet was marked 
by the deepest respect. He consulted him upon all affairs 
of importance, and was guided by his advice. The first 
interview of these two prelates, however, gave little promise 
of that bond of union which afterwards united them so 
closely. 

On the occasion of the king's marriage, the Court paid 
a visit to Toulouse, during which an Assembly of States was 
held in that city, the two prelates being present. The new 
archbishop, somewhat inflated by the high position and 
brilliant fortune of his brother, who had just received the 
appointment of Minister of Finance, assumed a high tone, 
and spoke to M. d'Alet with some degree of haughtiness. 
In doing so, however, he little understood the character of 
our worthy bishop, who never allowed himself to be daunted 
when pleading the rights of the episcopate or maintaining 
the discipline of the Church, and who replied to the arch- 
bishop with all the dignity and firmness which were so 
peculiarly his characteristic on such occasions. The arch- 
bishop was astonished, little expecting to find so resolute 
a spirit in one whom he knew to be the meekest and 
humblest of men; and, ashamed of the haughty and im- 
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perious air he had assumed towards him, he fdt a deep 
desire to obtain his friendship and the benefit of his 
counsels. He begged his brother, who was present at 
Toulouse with the Court, to receive with kindness the visit 
of M. d*Alet This the minister most readily compliied 
with, and received M. d'Alet with such heartiness and gDod» 
will, and testifying the deepest respect for his character, that 
M. d*Alet explained to him with confidence the subject, of 
difference between himself and the archbishop^ which rer 
ferred to the adjustment of some matteiis which, as' thcjf 
existed, were prejudicial to his diocese. The minister^ pciv 
ceiving that his demands were very reasonable, counseled 
his brother to comply with them. He readily did so,. and 
thus were all matters of difference settled between these two 
prelates to the satisfaction of M. d'Alet, who became- firom 
that time the intimate and cherished friend of his metro- 
politam , . ' : ■ { 

The year following, the archbishop paid a visit to It. 
d'Alet, to consult him on the subject of the government cf 
his diocese, and to concert measures for. reforming the 
abuses which had been wholly neglected ))y his predeoessoi. 
This was followed by a continual correspondence on the 
same subject, and the advice which, from time to time, 
M. d'Alet gave to the archbishop was rigidly adhered to. 
But the archbishop was not permitted for a very long period 
to profit by the counsels of his friend so far as his diocese 
was concerned. The Mi of his brother from his high posi- 
tion as Minister of Finance, in the September following, 
involved the whole of his family in his disgrace. The affch- 
bishop was banished to Vezalai, a small town in Bni^gundy. 
He proceeded thither at once with cheerfulness and resig- 
nation; it grieved him, however, that for two months he 
received no communication from M. d'Alet At last a'lettser 
anrived In his reply he gently reproaches his friend fen: his 



NICHOLAS PAVnXOK/' 169 

Umg silence, and then assures him of his perfect acquiescence 
with the will of God in the events whidi had happened to 
him, regarding them as a mark of God's mercy towards him 
and all his family. His letter then desciibes the life of 
ic^tude ho was then leading in his retreat, his pious exer- 
dses, and other occupations. He mentions the report which 
had come ta his ears of the endeavours that were being 
made> at Court to deprive him of the archbishopric^ and of 
a priory which lie had purposed to convert into a seminary 
for clergy in Narbonne. ** I have neither been oast down 
nor afflicted by these events/' he writes, '^and during the 
fortnight after I had received the intimation of them, it 
beemed to me that I had rather wished for them than enter- 
tained any fear of reverses, and felt rejoiced that it had 
pkased God to place me in this happy necessity; that not 
having courage to give* up all for Christ this necessity obliges 
me to do so, and furnishes me with the means of doing 
^naiice for the rest of mn|r days in a life of privacy and in- 
tdigence. It seems to me that I should have no repugnance 
16 this' course if you advise me to follow it, and that I should 
be ddighted to render back to God all that He has given 
me, and of which I have made so bad a use ; aiKl seeing 
tiiat, under the great pressure of business which the govem- 
ment of a large diocese and the duties of the archiepiscopate 
iinvolve, my life is in a manner dissipated, and no time is 
ieft for acts of piety, it will be a relief and pleasure to retire 
•for the rest of my days to some religious house out of Paris, 
. wha-e I shall be able to devote myself to prayer and medi- 
tation. I fear lest^ however, the present humiliating position 
Xiifm^r family, and the crosses and troubles of my charge, 
yhich weigh upon me heavily^ may be the chief cause of 
othese feelings. I beseech you to give me )^ur counsel upon 
^tWs*^* This letter: was written on the 29th November, 1661. 
'^FhS'T^yiOf^M. d^Alet was/dat^ the 14th 6f January fol- 
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lowing. We give it in full, as affording the reader a dear 
insight into the mind and character of this wise and faithful 
counsellor of souls. It ran as follows : — 

" My Lord, — Be assured that nothing can diminish my 
affection for serving you, and if I have appeared somewhat 
tardy in writing to you after hearing of your family mis- 
fortunes, the simple reason has been that I knew not where 
to address my letters. Let me assure you that, for the space 
of ten or twelve days after the receipt of your letter, I have 
laid this matter before God, daily beseeching Him to instruct 
me in the answer that, according to His will, I should make 
to you ; and now let me tell you what has come into my 
mind on the subject upon which you did me the honour to 
ask my counsel. First, then, it seems to me, that, in order 
to avoid acting with precipitancy, and in the fervour of your 
new desires, but rather with wisdom and mature deHberati(Hi, 
it would be well for you to consider what is the real motive 
that has given rise to the desire to quit the administration of 
your charge and to live in retreat And, in order to discover 
whether these thoughts come ifrom God, I would coimsel 
you to consider carefully and with sincerity, before Him, 
the motives which induced you to leave the charge erf 
a bishop for that of an archbishop,* — whether you had 
simply in view the greater glory of God and of His Church, 
or whether you were swayed by some motive of self-interest 
Secondly, if the ways and means by which this change was 
effected were right and canonical, that is to say, in accord- 
ance with the purity of the rules of the Church. And, 
thirdly, if you find in yourself, my lord, those essential 
qualities which Scripture and the Church require for the 



* It was commonly reported that M. Fouquet had yielded up some benefices 
to obtain the coadjutorship of Narbonne, and this^ joined to some other cir- 
cumstances contraiy to good order and rule, gave rise to a suspicion of some 
inegnlarity connected with his appointment. 



NICHOLAS PAVILLON. I7I 

worthy fulfilling of this ministry, which does not so much 
consist in the eclat of those exterior good works which 
may be accomplished in it, as in a foundation of deep 
interior piety, and, especially, of a profound humility, an 
abundant charity, and a solid and constant wisdom and 
moderation in every action. For you are, doubtless, my 
lord, well aware that all this exterior display of good works, 
and the edit of our ministerial functions which attract 
the respect and admiration of the people, become not 
only useless but positively dangerous, having a tendency 
to produce in us a vain complacency and false estimate of 
ourselves. 

" It is from such considerations, my lord, that you may 
usefully resolve what course to pursue, in order to know the 
will of God regarding you, and to follow it both for the 
present and for the futiu*e. In the meantime, I shall con- 
tinue very humbly to beseech the Divine mercy to strengthen 
and assist you, to the end that, in a matter of such deep 
importance, you may act only in obedience to the movement 
and direction of His Holy Spirit." 

The exile of this prelate was for some time the cause of 
many troubles to M. d'Alet The heads of departments, 
under the archbishop's predecessor, had not been removed 
by M. Fouquet. They were hostile to M. d'Alet, and, 
•although the friendly feeling that existed between the me*- 
tropolitan and his suffragan had caused them to be more 
circumspect, and operated as a restraint, they took advantage 
of his absence, by furthering the cause of the discontented 
clergy and laity of the diocese of Alet, who had appealed 
against the ordonnances of their bishop. They wrote letter 
after letter to the absent archbishop, representing the con- 
duct of M. d'Alet as tyrannical and contrary to all judicial 
rules, and that he was profitting by the absence of the arch- 
bishop, and abusing his friendship by carrying his enterprises 
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to an extent he never would have dared tQ. atUrxxpb tti.ith0 
time of his predecessor. > = : .">fOi;;> 

These Accusations the archbishop sent .to <M.''d'Ali^t b)( 
M. Ferret, cur^ of St. Nichoks^du-Chardonti^t^^a/'ijimte 
naturally timid, and, coosequentiy, less ddspos^ toivthiQ9p 
firm and courageous measures with which ia-bishcp.fmust 
meet every opposition to good order tomaixttainrChusch 
discipline in. its vigour, than to that te^ori^ing* policy 
which would relax somei?i4iat for the sake of .compFOVOise, llral 
which, in spiritual matters, has never resulted; an. a m^ 
peace. He endeavoured, therefore, to put aoi end tonth^i^ 
complaints by making an accommodation and hyj^iei^jiog 
a portion of his rights to preserve the remainder. -M.rft^et 
soon discovered that it was a vain undertaking to endesiYOUr 
to weaken a bishop who possessed a^ the courage )0C ithosi^ 
whom the Church honours as :Fatheiss when- acting; dfonijilv^ 
glory of Gody the wel£are of the Chnrch,; oi? for the|i]ig)tLt&(0f 
the episcppacy. -M. d'Alet iwould relax BtQthimg< : ;:U.lti]|]^^« 
the archbishop,- i^ho would not allDiw;his ^authoiity-tOr \^f^ 
obstacle to the good which his friend was effecting' iflb Jg(i3 
diocese, went at once to the root of the evil, andidisnii$sed 
from office those who were so deeply prejudiced ^gai^st iiHir 
holy bishop, and who had been so long ax:custoined,ito 
oppose him. Nor did he stop here ; for being desirous, to do 
all in his power to facilitate the endeavours of M. d'Alet /|P 
preserve discipline/ in his diocese, he determined: to plaoe 
the selection of new ofRcials in his hands, and appoint those 
only whom he recommended. This good service to his 
friend was the more disinterested as he was not ignorant 
that his confidence in him and his attachment was not the 
best means of re-establishing himself in the favour of the 
Court, which, he well knew, was not favourably disposed 
towards the Bishop of Alet. This conduct of the exiled 
archbishop affords an illustration of the truth of the maxim, 



NICHOLAS PAVIUjON. 1 73 

~- ' "^ — -^ — 

thkt *^ the world's persecutions are less dangferous than its 
caresses." The archbishop's predecessor, M. de Rebd, in 
his pr6sperity, pursued M. d*Alet with a legal process, 
dmply to please the Court and preserve his credit in that 
qoarter. M. de Fouquet, on the other hand, in his di^race, 
Jiittached himself more closely to M. d'Alet, and g^ve him all 
tbe assistance in his power to promote the good work in his 
diocese, regardless of the complaints of those who had power 
aoid influence at Court, and whose assistance might have 
b^^ secured by a little management in a ^tuation where it 
was natural for the archbishop to have sought the favour 
atid protection of the sovereign. 

The appointment of M. du Ferrier to the office of grand 
vicar to the metropolitan, at the recommendation of 
M. d'Alet put a stop to all further appeals against the 
a(4thK>]^ty and sentences of the latter, and was productive of 
ttie^i^piest results; those who had been accustomed to 
^q^)pieal agsiinst the decisions oi M. d'Alet, and to oppose the 
^isci^line he had established were brought to submit to 
thfeift with respect. 

*' The union which subsisted between these two prelates 
continued to the end. The last proof of the friendship of 
thC' archbishop for M. d'Alet appears in a letter which he 
'Uddressed to him a short time bdbre his death, in which he 
^exfKresses the gratitude he owes to M. d'Alet for having 
obtained for him so excellent a man as M. du Ferrier for his 
grand vicar. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The heavy labours of M. d'Alet impair his health — laws of nature — illness — 
journey to Camarez and Vie to drink the medicinal waters — crowds follow, 
him — preaches — distributes tracts, rosaries, &c. — mission to Beziers — ^war 
with Spain — discontinues to attend the sittings of Parliament — ^refuses his 
vote to the Prince of Cond^ — ^Louis XIV. at Toulouse — ^M. d*Alet presented 
to the King — continued friendship of the Queen — Cardinal Mazarin — 
preaches at Montpellier — conversions — Madame de Sartres — establishes 
a Sisterhood and Penitentiary — conversion of M. de Sartres, and the work 
he performed in Montpellier. 

HE laborious application and incessant activity 
of M. d'Alet in his various undertakings ex- 
ceeded his strength, and from time to time 
brought on attacks of illness which sometimes 
threatened his life, and generally left behind a languor from 
which he was a long time in recovering. 

An enemy to luxury, plain and self-denying in his mode 
of living, and taking little care of his health, though 
naturally of a delicate constitution, he paid no attention to 
those premonitory symptoms of illness which usually give 
timely warning of its approach. Natures laws, however, i» 
regard to health, can no more be broken with impunity than 
any other of the Providential arrangements of the Great 
Author of Nature, and it would be well if good men would 
sometimes consider how much greater might possibly be 
their usefulness if, in seeking the perfection of their spiritual 
nature, they did not wholly disregard those rules by which 
their bodily health and vigour might be preserved in its 
greatest efficiency. M. d'Alet was subject to severe attacks 
of diarrhoea, which usually lasted for seven or eight days, 
and laid him completely prostrate. 
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During the course of one of his journeys through the 
diocese, he was seized with one of these dangerous attacks 
at Frdvillac, a small village on the Spanish frontier. The 
physician who attended him was more edified by the patience 
with which he bore the most acute sufferings than alarmed 
by the imminent danger which threatened the life of his 
patient. 

While lying in this state, he was visited by a Spanish 
nobleman, lord of the territory, a religious man, who took 
care that nothing was wanting that could add to the comfort 
of the good bishop. It was some time before M. d'Alet got 
over the effects of this severe attack ; it left him with a dry 
cough and a kind of languid melancholy, which for a long 
time quite unfitted him for active duty, and rendered him 
incapable of application to work. 

The physicians were quite at a loss ; they could not un- 
derstand his case, or how to treat it, and at first ordered 
their patient to drink the waters of Camarez, a place at 
a distance of three days' journey from Alet, and afterwards 
those of Vie in Auvergne. In obedience tp their directions, 
he set out for Camarez in the month of June, and stopped, 
at the end of the first day's journey, at the large town of 
Cannes, about three miles firom Carcassonne. The in* 
habitants came in crowds to give him a hearty reception ; 
they accompanied him to the parish church, and from thence 
to the Benedictine Abbey, which was close by, in order to 
obtain his benediction. The joy which so many people 
testified in seeing him afiected him deeply, and he responded 
to it by discoursing to them in his customary manner upon 
the practice of Christian piety, and upon the Command- 
ments of God, and concluded with the episcopal benedic- 
tion, which they begged him upon their knees to bestow. 
The report having been spread that the bishop would cele- 
brate the Holy Communion, at a very early hour on the 
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following morning, in the Abbey chapel, die whole town 
turned out at two o'clock in the morning, and lined the road 
from the inn where the bishop lodged to the churchy so diat 
they might not lose an opportunity of receiving the bene* 
diction of the holy bishop — for so he was termed — in erety 
place he passed through. By three o'clock he arrived at 
the church, and after the Communion Office was concluded^ 
he delivered a discourse to the people upon the mysteries of 
the Faith, and upon the life of Faith, and urged upon them 
the practice of continual prayer. He exhorted the curd and 
his vicar to assemble the people on the Sundays and "Fes* 
tivals for morning and evening prayer; he urged them to 
observe regularly the practice of catechising, and of in- 
struction by means of sermons on all these da3rs; and 
briefly suggested to them the method of doing this. The 
people, delighted with all they had heard, and deeply 
affected, as well as edified, by the piety of the good bishops 
re-conducted him to the inn, and waited in crowds for ithe 
moment of his departure. When this took place, they ac« 
companied him a long distance on his way, recotimiending 
themselves to his prayers and loading him with blessings. 

M. d'Alet arrived the next evening at Salvdtat, a small 
town in the diocese of Saint Pons, where he pursued the 
same plan as he had done at Cannes on the previous day, 
and with similar success. He was here the means of the 
conversion of a young lady of rank, who, coming to hear 
him out of curiosity, was so much affected, that she sent to 
ask him to be kind enough to give her some instructicxi; 
this he did, and with so much success, that she resolved 
from that moment to take up the Cross and follow Christ 
He drew up for her assistance some rules suitable to her 
station, and wrote to the bishop of the diocese to watch over 
this new convert, and establish this young lady in the good 
resolutions in which he had left her. 
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On his arrival at Camarez, he was met by M. d'Arpajon; 
who condacted him ta his castle of Fayette, that he and his 
fexntly might enjoy^ the advantage of the visit of so holy 
a- prelate to their neighbourhood. The daughter of 
M. d-Aipajon had made a vow, when very young, to take this 
veil, and thi^ mtention had alwa3rs been opposed by her 
father, who designed to marry hfer advantageously. The 
Bishop of Vabresy having been consulted upon the subject, 
had thought less of the real welfare of the young lady than 
off thwarting the wishes of his wealthy and influential neigh^ 
bour, and had told her that her extreme youth, when ^6 
bad made h^r vow, was a l^^itimate reason for obtaining^ a 
disptosation from it. : . •^ 

! siM. d'Alet, after carefully examining the idiole matter, was 
strdngly opposed to the decision of M. de Vabres, and spoke 
srdi convincingly on the subject to the father of the. young 
lfl(dyi^ that he consented, £^t last, on setting out on an embassy 
toiiPoland, to leave her to follow the dictates of her own 
consdence, and be- guided by the advice of our holy bishop* 
^ The waters of Camarez producing no improvement in the 
healdi of M. d'Alet, M. de Vabres prevailed upon him to 
paj: him a- visit at Vabres. He complied, and, while there, 
foUowed his usual custom, wherever he went, of seeking to 
win souls for. Christ, and thi^ he did by familiar intercourse^ 
by sermons, and by catechising. Wherever he journeyed 
he distributed quantities of printed tracts, containing a short 
abstract of Christian doctrine, also a short office of morning 
ing and evening prayer for family use. 
'. In all his joumej^ he took care to provide himself with 
a good supply of these tracts, which he distributed Wherever 
he went, believing them to be of much greater utility than 
medals, images, and rosaries, which are incapable of conveying 
instmction ; but even these he did* not discard, he knew how 
the simple valued them, and what helps they were to many 

N 
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in kindling their devotion, and assisting them in keeping in 
mind the memory of holy things, and this, too, quite apart 
from any feeling of superstitious reverence for material objects. 
He, therefore, took with him a supply of them to distribute 
in his journeys. He valued every means that could assist 
piety, recommended the daily recital of the chaplet, — that 
touching chain of prayer in which the passion of our Lord 
is so vividly pourtrayed, an exercise which he daily observed 
himself, and which he prescribed to his penitents as a part 
of the rule he gave them for their daily practice, among 
others, to the Prince and Princess of Conti, during their 
retreats at Alet. This visit to Severac was greatly blessed 
to many of the surrounding clergy, who came, every day, to 
hear his addresses upon the responsibilities and functions of 
the Christian ministry. 

Passing through the town of Albi, on his return to Alet, 
he found it in a state of commotion, in consequence of a 
disagreement between the inhabitants and their Bishop. 
Both parties begged M. d'Alet to be an arbiter in their 
difference. He readily complied, and on quitting the town 
had the satisfaction of leaving it in peace. 

By virtue of his office of bishop, M. d'Alet had a seat in 
the Parliament of Languedoc, which assembled every year. 
The tax upon his time, which the duty of attending parlia- 
ment involved, weighed very heavily upon his heart. Is it 
not sad, said he, that in the present state of the Church, its 
bishops are obliged to devote so much time to temporal 
affairs, which is so urgently needed by them for labouring in 
their diocese for the sanctification of their flocks? Why 
cannot we, as the apostles did, abandon the care of these 
matters to the deacons, so that we may wholly give ourselves 
to prayer and the ministry of the Word ? for these are the 
essential duties of the episcopate. M. d'Alet contrived, 
however, that the time required by these parliamentary 
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duties should not be wholly lost, and in whatever town in 
the province the Assembly of the States was held, there he 
laboured for the good of souls while the duties of parliament 
did not otherwise engage him. Thus, at Beziers, he under- 
took a mission at the desire of the bishop, after the most 
pressing matters in the States assembly had been concluded. 
He associated with him a number of ecclesiastics to aid him 
in this enterprise, whom he first carefully instructed by his 
discourses and the written directions he gave them, for 
they were little accustomed to work of this nature ; his zeal 
supplied the rest, and, by the blessing of God on their 
labours, an abundant harvest of souls was gathered in. 

The spiritual state of Beziers little accorded with its 
external aspect. To outward appearance, it is one of 
the most beautifully situated towns in the province of 
Languedoc, but its inhabitants were in a state of spiritual 
darkness and deformity. The blessing of God upon the 
labours of M. d*Alet, and his band of workers, restored its 
people to that life and immortality which are brought to light 
by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The news of this happy 
revival, which soon circulated around, gave rise to the 
mission to Limoux, of which an account has already been 
given. 

After the death of Cardinal Richlieu, which took place 
about the close of 1642, and that of Louis XIII. in the 
month of May of the year following, the continuance of the 
war with Spain was a source of great trouble to M. d'Alet. 
The frequent passage of troops through his diocese inflicted 
great suffering upon the inhabitants, and the poor peasantry 
of Alet suffered nearly as much from the unbridled license 
of the French soldiery as they would have done had their 
territory been ravaged by the enemy's troops. Loudly and 
eloquently did the good bishop plead the cause of his op- 
pressed flock in the Parliament of Languedoc; he com- 
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plained bitterly of the license of the troops^ and the injuiy 
they caused in his diocese. With equal force he inveighed 
against the mode of raising the great sums which the par* 
liament voted to the Government of France, and which were 
a source of grievous oppression to his poor. His efforts on 
these occasions to obtain some alleviation of the evils he 
so eloquently complained of availed nothing. The local 
authorities were bribed by the Court, and he beheld with 
pain the continuance of disorders for which there seemed 
no human remedy. His flock were even more rigourously 
treated, and our good bishop, grieved at the result of his 
efforts, abstained for many years from attending these asp 
semblies, which had hitherto made heavy demands upon his 
time, and which he regarded as lost Instead, therefore, of 
attending in person at the meeting of parliament, he wrote 
a letter each year, expressing his grievances so touchingly 
that the impression made upon the assembly when his letters 
were read alarmed those interested in the state of things 
complained of, and they endeavoured to interrupt the read- 
ing of them, and to prevent them being made public These 
touching addresses were successful, and M. d*Alet rejoiced 
to see that they had the effect of procuring a mitigation of 
the evils which afflicted his people; and he thanked God 
that his resolution to remain at home in his diocese instead 
of attending parliament had procured for him a double ad- 
vantage, of obtaining with greater ease that temporal relief 
for the sufferings of his flock which he had before sought in 
vain, and of avoiding the long interruption of his ministerial 
functions infinitely more precious to the spiritual welfare and 
real good of his diocese. 

After absenting himself from these assemblies for several 
years, the repeated solicitations of all the well-disposed 
deputies for his reappearance so far prevailed with him that 
he thought it his duty to comply with their wishes, and he 
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accordingly presented himself at the assembly which was 
held at the town of Pezenas in the year 1655. It was on 
this occasion that the Prince of Conti, who occupied the 
post of president in virtue of his office of governor of the 
province, made that acquaintance with our good bishop 
which ripened into a close friendship, and became of such 
incalculable benefit to him during the remainder of his life. 
The sermons which M. d'Alet preached during this visit to 
Pezenas made a deep impression upon the prince, and, by 
the blessing of God, were made instrumental in producing 
a change of heart, and the commencement of a life of 
penitence, an account of which will form the subject of the 
succeeding chapter. 

M . d'Alet had preached in Pezenas fifteen years previously 
on a similar occasion, and the effect of his discourses was 
still fresh in the minds of the people. It was on this 
previous occasion that he refused his vote to the Prince of 
Cond^, president of the assembly, who solicited it in favour 
of one of his proteges. This prince called upon M. d'Alet 
to obtain it, nothing doubting that so apparently trifling 
ia request would be instantly granted. He was mistaken. 
** When I left Paris," said M. d'Alet, " I made a resolution 
never to give my voice in favour of any person, whatever 
the occasion might be, whom I should not consider worthy ; 
and this seems to be the intention of parliament in 
adopting the custom of attending the celebration of the 
Holy Communion before commencing its deliberations, to 
obtain from God light and wisdom to choose and to judge 
rightly, and I beg of your royal highness to leave me at 
liberty to follow the guiding of my conscience." The prince, 
astonished at the frankness of the bishop, and still more at 
the firmness with which he resisted his repeated endeavours 
to obtain his consent, rose hastily, and regained his carriage 
so quickly that the bishop had not time to follow him. 
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This refusal, which the ill-concealed annoyance of the 
prince soon rendered public, did M. d'Alet good service ; it 
saved him for the future the embarrassment of importunate 
solicitations of a similar nature, for no one expected to suc- 
ceed with a bishop who had refused a prince of the blood. 

On the assembHng of parliament at Toulouse in the year 
1660, M. d*Alet was presented to Louis XIV., who was 
present on that occasion. He said to the king, who received 
him very graciously, that, although he was one of the oldest 
bishops in his kingdom, he was perhaps the least known, but 
hoped his majesty would not consider him^ on that account, 
less loyal to his sovereign. The king replied with kindness 
that, as to his being least known, he liked him all the better 
for it, as he looked upon that as an evidence of the care and 
application with which he devoted himself to the govern- 
ment of his diocese. The queen's mother, who retained all 
her former esteem for him, testified her great pleasure in 
seeing him again, and gave him fresh proofs of her good 
will, by endeavouring to remove from the king's mind the 
prejudice which the enemies of the bishop had endeavoured 
to create, in representing the strenuous opposition the bishop 
had shown to the subsidies voted from the province for Go- 
vernment aid, but which he had done simply for the reKef 
of the oppressed poor. The visit of M. d'Alet to Cardinal 
Mazarin, the Prime Minister, on this occasion of the king's 
visit to Toulouse, exhibits an instance of the characteristic 
firmness and simplicity of our good bishop. The Cardinal 
received him with every testimony of respect for his rare 
virtue and talents, which he told him had obtained for him 
the esteem of all, but that it somewhat surprised him that 
a man of such piety should not have more sympathy for the 
interests of the king and for the necessities of the State, as 
he must know how great those necessities were. M. d'Alet 
replied, with his usual frankness, that he was not the less 
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wishful on his part that his eminence should know as well 
as he did how great was the misery of the people upon whom 
this heavy tax was imposed ; that the bishops were the true 
fathers of the poor, and it was their duty to save them from 
oppression ; that the intention of the king could never be ta 
ruin his subjects, and it was really to act for the interests of 
his majesty to oppose the exaction of impossibilities. 

The Cardinal, far from being displeased with this remon- 
strance, dismissed him with every mark of his esteem. 

The labours of M. d'Alet, in his master's service, which 
he still pursued during the session of the Assembly of States, 
were followed by more striking results at Montpellier than 
in any other place, by the numerous conversions which fol- 
lowed them. Numbers of persons, affected as much by the 
self-denpng life and devotedness of the preacher, as by the 
effect of his discourses, which he delivered with great power, 
came to consult him, confessed to him their inner life and 
needs, and sought his counsel for their guidance. One 
instance of the fruit of M. d'Alet's labours at Montpellier, 
which led to important results, is too interesting to be passed 
over in silence. M. de Sartres, a gentleman of high moral 
character, held an important municipal office in Montpellier. 
He had but one child, a daughter, the wife of the chief 
magistrate of Aries. His wife, Madame de Sartres, was 
a persoij in whom great goodness of heart was combined 
with talents of a high order. She possessed a sound judg- 
ment, a solidity of mind, and correct discernment, far above 
the average of her sex. Deeply moved by the stirring 
sermons of our good bishop, Madame de Sartres called 
upon him, and besought him to become her director. 
M. d*Alet, who had some knowledge of her real merit, was 
much pleased with the valuable qualities of mind which he 
discovered in her, and endeavoured, with great care and atten- 
tion, to qualify her to act as a directress, in his absence, to 
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Other ladies who had also consulted him. He consequently 
formed them all into a sisterhood, of which he constituted 
Madame Sartres the superior. They applied themselves to 
various works of Active usefulness, as M. d*Alet indicated to 
them, the principal of which was the recovery and reforma- 
tion of poor sinful women, — a numerous class in Montpellien 
The sisters commenced by purchasing a house which they 
constituted a " Refuge for the Fallen." Assisted by the 
authority of the magistrates, they brought into this establish- 
ment all the women they could discover who were leading 
lives of sin ; they also took in those who were more especially 
exposed to the danger of being led astray. Ample funds 
were supplied for the subsistence of the niunerous family 
which was soon collected in their reformatory. The care of 
the sisters was also exercised in obtaining situations for those 
who gave good proof of a solid and durable amendment 
The blessing of God was abundantly bestowed on the labours 
of these devoted women, and their continual vigilance, in 
discovering the objects of their charitable endeavours, soon 
purged their town and neighbourhood of these poor victims 
of debauchery. Touched with Divine grace, the active mind 
of Madame de Sartres soon found other works of merqr, 
inviting the labours of their sisterhood, and, which, under 
the conduct and direction of our good bishop, they diligently 
pursued. Her devout application to these labours of love 
was observed by her husband with feelings of great satis&o- 
tion, notwithstanding, up to the present time, he had been 
but a passive spectator of them. But the time had now 
arrived when he could no longer resist the convictions which 
his conversations with M. d*Alet, and the quiet influence of 
his wife's active piety, had forced upon his conscience. He 
resolved to give up all for Christ, and set out for Alet to 
consult our good bishop as to his future course of life. At 
Alet he made a long retreat, which he passed in exercises 
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of penitence, of prayer, and self-examination. Naturally of 
an ardent and entiiusiastic mind, M. de Sartres could not 
stop half-way in anything he undertook, and his penitential 
discipline would have exceeded all reasonable limits of 
austerity, had not the watchful eye of M. d*Alet soon 
detected and forbade the least measure of excess. In the 
ardour of his zeal, M. de Sartres determined to dispose of 
his appointment, and retire into a life of privacy, that he 
might the better serve God without interruption. After 
some reflection, M. d'Alet opposed this course. He knew 
that a man of the active mind and ardent temperament 
of M. de Sartres must needs have some emplo)rment, and 
being possessed of great courage and perseverance in over- 
coming the difficulties of any enterprise he undertook, he 
considered it unwise that he should withdraw himself from 
^ town in which he might accomplish much good, and where 
his high moral character had gained him considerable in- 
fluence. Our good bishop, always careful to follow the 
apostolic precept of Saint Paul, " Brethren, let every man 
wherein he is called therein abide with God" (i Cor. 7, xxiv.), 
never counselled any one to quit the place where Providence 
bad placed him, when he perceived him to be possessed 
of the necessary qualities for fulfilling the duties of his 
calling in a Christian manner. He therefore directed 
M. de Sartres to return to Montpellier, who, obedient to 
bis advice, rejoined his wife, with whom he lived the 
remainder of his life in perfect continence, and in a loving 
union not often found in persons of such opposite tempera- 
ment and disposition. 

The duties attached to the office of counsellor to the 
Court of Aides were not sufficient for the zeal of so active 
a mind as that of M. de Sartres. He had been counselled 
by M. d'Alet to effect all the good he was able in the sphere 
in which Providence had placed him, and he soon set him- 
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self to work to carry out the advice of his director. He be- 
lieved that this office, which gave him the superintendence of 
the police, gave him an opportunity of rendering good s^rvioe 
to the public in repressing every kind of disorder and vice 
that was prevalent, and to which the fervour of his new piety 
made him more inimical than his former probity. He ob- 
tained the support of the principal magistrates of the, city> 
who invested him with all the authority that was necessary 
to carry out his undertaking. Very soon the effects of his 
zeal became apparent The first thing he did was to close 
the drinking shops on Sundays and festivals ; gaming houses, 
and houses of evil character were closed altogether, and 
strictly prohibited ; public meetings for dancing were .put 
down, and exact regulations for the re-establishment of 
public order and decency were put in force ; all offenders 
were severely dealt with, no matter who they were, or what 
might be their station in society, they were punished either 
by fine or imprisonment ; the fines were paid into a fund 
which was applied to the relief of the poor. He spared no 
one. Some officers of the king's lieutenant, having been 
apprehended for misdemeanour, tried in vain to obtain some 
remission of their sentence : they were obliged to submit to 
their punishment. Equal rigour was shown to some coun- 
sellors who had been found in fault ; all the consideration 
they could obtain from this inexorable guardian of the public^ 
was, that he should content himself with the full amount of 
the fine he should choose to inflict, and forbear proceeding 
judicially against them to spare their reputation. 

In consequence of the dishonesty of the persons who had 
been entrusted with the administration of the charities, and 
the management of the public institutions, the hospital of 
Montpellier had fallen into a state of disorganization and its 
revenues had been dissipated. Zealous for the public good, 
M. de Sartres undertook the investigation of its condition ; 
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his clear head, and admirable business capabilities, in a 
short time put its affairs in order. The sums which charit- 
able donors had left to it, and which had been directed into 
other channels were restored, and its debts were paid. He 
also discovered that a citizen of Montpellier, who had died 
about fifteen years previously, had made a will in which he 
had constituted the society of the Jesuits his sole legatees 
on condition that they paid to the fiinds of the hospital 
a yearly sum of two thousand four hundred livres. These 
good Fathers had omitted to carry out the wishes of the 
testator, and had never remitted to the poor the annual sum 
which the will directed them to do. M. de Sartres com- 
menced proceedings against them, and though he met 
with considerable resistance, he gained his cause, and com- 
pelled these men to refund the whole of the money with 
interest. The costs of this law-suit M. de bartres defrayed 
(Hit of his own pocket ; he also added to the hospital some 
additional buildings, and liberally provided for many require- 
ments which were needed to make this institution more 
useful in contributing to the succour of the sick poor ; and, 
lastly, he caused an efficient committee of management to 
be appointed, composed of men of known character and 
probity. He also presented to the Bishop of Montpellier, 
a valuable house, with a large enclosure, situated at the city 
gates, to be used for the purpose of a seminary. The 
prelate, however, applied this handsome gift to other 
purposes, and M. de Sartres, who had deeply at heart the 
desire of providing an establishment, as at Alet, for the 
training of young ecclesiastics, gave up a portion of his own 
house to some of the Fathers of the Oratory, on condition 
of their undertaking this duty. 

From the time of his retreat at Alet, M. de Sartres never 
swerved from the new course he had entered upon, but was 
faithful to Him to whom he had devoted himself; his life 



1 88 NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 



was as penitent as it was laborious ; he never looked back, 
and, with his wife, persevered to the end of his days in 
applying himself to those works of piety to which M. d*Alet 
had directed him. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Account of the Prince of Conti — birth and early life — ^his conversion — and 
subsequent religious life — conversion of the Princess ie Conti — retreat in 
Alet — reparation— consecration of wealth — influence of example in persons 
of high rank. 

,E have seen how M. d'Alet laboured among the 
multitude in preaching the glorious Gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in proclaim- 
ing pardon to penitent sinners, and everlasting 
life through His Cross. It will be the object of the present 
chapter to relate an instance of his apostolic labours in con- 
nection with individual souls in the higher ranks of society. 

For this purpose, it will be our endeavour to lay before 
the readers of these pages a somewhat lengthy, but deeply 
instructive, account of the conversion of a member of the 
royal family of France, for which purpose it pleased God to 
make use of the subject of our memoir. 

Amaud de Bourbon, Prince of Conti, and brother of the 
Prince de Cond^, — ^known in history as the great Cond^, one 
of the greatest military genius' of the reign of Louis XIV., — 
was, from his infancy, destined by his parents for the Church, 
and, as provision for his maintenance, the revenues of five 
or six large abbeys were settled upon him. The young 
prince, however, evinced but little disposition for the eccle- 
siastical state, and, after the death of his father, which took 
place at an early period, he abandoned himself to a career 
of unbridled dissipation. The profession of arms, being 
much more attractive to him than that of the Church, he 
joined the army, and actively engaged in the intestine 
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Struggles which distracted the early part of the reign of 
Louis XIV, known as the wars of the Fronde, and in which 
he committed great cruelties and excesses. After the ter- 
mination of these civil wars, he married, in 1654, Anne 
Marie Martinozzi, a niece of Cardinal Mazarin. His 
marriage, however, had no effect in withdrawing him from 
a life of dissipation. In the following year, as the king's 
representative, he performed the duties of president at the 
Assembly of States of the province of Languedoc, which 
was held at the town of Pezenas. Shortly previous to his 
arrival, it had pleased God to awaken his conscience to 
a sense of his guilt. There was no escape from his fears, 
and while staying at Pezenas, the sins of his life arrayed 
themselves before him, and he was struck with all the tenors 
of a guilty conscience, which he sought in vain to calm. 
On the day that M. d*AJet called upon him, to pay the cus- 
tomary visit of respect, he was lying upon his bed. At the 
first sight of this holy man, the prince was struck with a feel- 
ing of consternation ; a sudden sense of the enormity of his 
sins overwhelmed him, and the presence of his visitor filled 
him with mingled feelings of respect and fear. " This is the 
man," he said to himself, " to whom I will unbosom m.yse\f; 
it is he that shall lead me to make my peace with God." 

The business of the day over, the prince could not rest 
until he had spoken to the bishop. Accordingly, he sent 
a message to him, asking him to visit him that night. M. 
d*Alet came, and sat with him for two hours, during which 
the prince opened his heart to him without reserve, con- 
fessed to him the miserable state in which he lay, and his 
great anxiety to seek for pardon and reconciliation with God. 
M. d'Alet spoke only a few words at this first interview, and 
after rising from prayer, assured the prince that he might 
rely upon his services, and that he should not fail to pray 
for him, that it might please God to confirm him in his reso- 
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lotion to forsake sin and turn to Him Who willeth not the 
death of a sinner, and that He would be graciously pleased 
to increase in his soul the grace of a sincere repentance. 

The period of Advent, during which this conversation took 
place, gave opportunity to M. d'Alet to ascend the pulpit 
more frequently than he was accustomed to do on other 
occasions, and thus enabled him to gratify the strong desire 
of the prince to hear him preach. The two first sermons 
which M. d*Alet delivered, made a deep impression on the 
prince. The one treated of the first principles of the Gospel, 
and the other of the Covenant of Holy Baptism and its 
solemn engagements. In the first, he compared the desire 
of the awakened soul for reconciliation with God to the 
germ of a new life implanted in it. He spoke eloquently of 
the dangers which threatened its extinction, and the con- 
stant care required to preserve and nourish this principle of 
a^ new existence, that, as a carefully tended plant, it might 
gttDW in strength and vigour, and finally bear fruit to per- 
fecttion. He also compared this first turning to God in the 
soul of 3 sinner with the condition of an unborn babe, and 
the sinner himself, with the mother, who has another life 
within her, a precious treasure which she must preserve and 
nourish, and carefully avoid all dangers that might injure or 
destroy the little helpless infant before the period arrived for 
its birth. This sermon had a great effect upon the mind of the 
prince, but the second discourse, in which M. d'Alet spoke 
with great eloquence on the obligations of the baptismal 
cxrvenant, made so deep an impression upon him, that he 
carefully wrote it out at length, adding thereto his own 
reflections. He did this that the weighty truths he had 
listened to, and which had burst as a flood of light upon his 
soul, might not be lost, and that, by frequent perusal, the 
feelings which they had produced might be nourished and 
increased. The effect of these discourses upon the prince 
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was very great ; he was deeply in earnest ; the value of the. 
soul and its eternal destiny, filled his mind; there was no. 
trifling with his convictions, no resisting the spirit of grace f- 
he laid open his heart to M. d'Alet in perfect confident 
and without the least reserve, and the holy prelate observed 
with admiration and thankfulness the rapid growth of grace, 
in the soul of his penitent. . Each visit to the prince addep 
a fresh increase to his fervpur, and advanced the great work 
of his conversion. 

Our good bishop well knew that a general repentance is 
far from being a mere sentiment ; its sincerity will evidence 
itself in the life, by bringing forth visible proofs of a great 
and vital change, the reality of which will be rendered 
evident by works of virtue and self-denial, and especially by 
making all amends in our power for past injuries inflicted on 
our neighbour. M. d'Alet now wished to see in his penitent 
something more than words and sentiments; it was time, 
that the " fruits meet for repentance," should begin to show . 
themselves. He had not yet spoken to the prince of the 
various acts of reparation it would be necessary for him to 
make to prove the reality of his sorrow for the impieties, the 
debaucheries and crimes of his past life. The time, however, 
had now arrived when it became necessary to speak on this 
subject, and, finding the prince one day in a state of deep 
humiliation, and in the same happy calm of mind that 
Saint Augustine experienced on a similar occasion after he 
had been weeping bitterly, he thus addressed him : — " It 
appears to me, my lord, that your repentance is sincere, and 
I have great hope that it will be permanent. It is now time 
that worthy fruits should be borne from it, to accomplish : 
which, it will be necessary to adopt a ruled of living to regu- 
late the present, and perform some penitential acts to maJi^e 
some amends for the past. 

Accordingly, for the guidance of the prince, M. d'Ale) 
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prescribed a rule, consisting of some pious exercises, for his 
daily practice. He also advised him to consider carefully 
the nature of all his obligations, and the various duties they 
severally involved. First, with reference to his family, then 
his domestics, his estates and property, his office under the 
Crown, his debts and expenses. In all this the prince fol- 
lowed implicitly the counsel of M. d'Alet, and submitted to 
all his directions with the docility of a child. These direc- 
tions, among other things, comprised the duties of frequent 
prayer, of fasting, and almsgiving ; also a complete separa- 
tion from all dangerous companions. While attending the 
services of the Church the prince was to adopt the attitude 
of penitence, and remain in a kneeling position until the 
conclusion of the service. This was an acknowledgment for 
the irreverence and impieties of his previous life, committed 
in the House of God, in company with young noblemen of his 
own age, and who would now be witnesses of this evidence 
of his contrition. All these injunctions the prince faithfully 
observed, but he afterwards declared that this act of humilia- 
tion cost him more than all the rest put together, so grievously 
did his pride rebel against it, and that he had suffered a species 
of martyrdom in conquering himself on these occasions. 

The prince, having completed his parliamentary duties in 
Languedoc, was now obliged to return to Paris, and M. d'Alet, 
who knew how much need there was that a competent and 
enlightened spiritual adviser should be near to counsel the 
prince, and lead on this work of conversion to a happy con- 
clusion, advised him on his departure to apply to M. de Ciron, 
Chancellor of the University of Toulouse, then in Paris at- 
tending the general assembly of the clergy. 

After his return to Paris the prince had several interviews 
with M. de Ciron. The depth of his repentance, and his 
earnestness and sincerity in seeking and following instruc- 
tion made a profound impression upon his new confessor, 

o 
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who, in conjunction with M. d'Alet, was much affected by 
the complete change which the Holy Spirit had wrought in 
the heart of this notorious sinner. He recognised the finger 
of God in the greatness of his repentance, the fervour of his 
new-bom piety, and his persevering courage in pursuing the 
narrow path of obedience with firm and undeviating step. 
This wise guide of souls, satisfied with the sincerity of the 
prince, and observing in him so many evidences of a heart 
renewed by grace, judged it expedient no, longer to delay 
his admission to the full privileges of the Church, and con- 
sequently cut short the period more or less protracted which 
an enlightened spiritual guide will always prescribe in the 
reconciliation of great sinners in order to assure himself of 
the reality pf their conversion. The prince had already 
completed a probationary period of nine months of the 
rigorous penitential exercises prescribed by M. d'Alet since 
his return to Paris, and which he continued through his sub- 
sequent life, and to which must be added those which he 
performed in Languedoc after his first interview with our 
holy bishop, at the time that it pleased God first to touch 
his heart. Consequently, after several preparatory interviews 
with M. de Ciron, the prince received from him absolution, 
and was admitted to the participation of the holy mysteries. 
The principles of a new and risen life which, by the mercy 
of God, had thus been implanted in the heart of the prince, 
were now to be exposed to new trials. The Providence of 
God called him to a life of activity. He received from the 
king the appointment of lord high steward of the royal 
household, and not long afterwards he was placed in com- 
mand of the army which was preparing to march into Italy. 
After setting out upon this expedition he took the route to 
Bordeaux to make reparation for sins which he had com- 
mitted in that city during the civil wars, and which lay 
heavily upon his conscience. He had been guilty of the 
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abduction of the wife of a magistrate and counsellor of par- 
liament who resided in that city. He called upon hirh, 
threw himself at his feet, and implored his forgiveness, and 
assigned a pension for life to the partner of his guilt for her 
maintenance in an asylum of penitence. From Bordeaux 
he proceeded to Toulouse, to seek to be relieved by the 
superintendent of finances from some duty which had been 
assigned to him by the Government, and from which his 
now sensitive conscience shrank. Having accomplished 
this, he left for Pezenas, where he had again the consolation 
of meeting our good bishop, and rendered to him an account 
of his life and experience since he last parted from him. 
He now sought his advice under the new and trying duties 
which devolved upon him as general of the army of Italy. 
To ■ this M. d*Alet responded by drawing up rules for his 
guidance, and to these directions the prince resolved to con- 
form. It was during this interview with M. d'Alet that the 
prince determined to put into execution the course which the 
bishop had advised respecting the revenues he had been re- 
ceiving from church benefices from a period previous to his 
marriage. These unholy gains the bishop convinced him it 
was his duty to resign when his heart was first turned to God, 
and the prince had then resolved to give them up, but circum- 
stances had arisen to delay the execution of this design, 
which he now carried into effect, relinquishing the whole of his 
income derivable from Church property. The proceeding 
drew from Cardinal Mazarin the remark, that he no longer 
doubted the conversion of the prince, his son-in-law, this proof 
having convinced him beyond all others that it was sincere. 
The Princess de Conti, doubtful in her own mind what 
would be the result of this great change which had taken 
place in her husband, carefully avoided yielding herself to 
the frequent and indirect exhortations which were made to 
her to follow so good an example. In his subsequent in- 
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terviews with M. d'Alet the prince contrived that his wife 
should be present, in order that she might profit by the ipr 
structions of the good bishop which had equal reference to 
both. . M. d'Alet, who perceived that the princess was but 
little disposed to religion, advised the prince for the present 
to forbear speaking to her on that subject, and to allow th^ 
silent influence of his own regular habits and religious life 
to have its effect upon her. He advised him to perform his 
devotions in her presence, to pray much for her, and leave 
the rest to God, Who in His own time would bestow the 
necessary grace which would dispose her to listen to him 
with pleasure when he spoke to her upon religious subjects ; 
but to discuss such subjects while there was no disposition 
of heart to listen to them would only cause aversion, whidi 
would defeat the object. Those who desire to be useful in 
leading sinners to Christ may derive here a useful lesson 
from the wise counsel of the good bishop. Majiy who aic 
very zealous for the conversion of souls to God act fire; 
quently with but little wisdom, and their proceedings, well 
intended, but badly directed, produce no fruit, and often do 
more harm than good to the cause of religion. Those per- 
sons who would occupy themselves with work of this nature 
must be " wise as serpents, as well as harmless as doves.!' 
They who possess this happy combination of holy wisdom 
and enlightened charity adapt their teaching to the strength 
and disposition of those who come within their influence^ 
and reap blessed fruits from their labours of love and 
patience. In the natural sciences none can expect to 9.ttain 
great proficiency and achieve success but those who by 
patient study have acquired knowledge and skilL So in the 
highest of all the sciences, — that of the soul, — and which 
the Fathers have termed "The Art of Arts,"* a wise judg- 
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lAent and deep discernment are qualifications necessary to 
pierfortn this hdly work with success. 

We next find the prince at Montpellier, on his way to 
Italy. He had prevailed on M. d*Alet to accompany him 
td that town that he might derive all the benefit he could 
from his instructions until his departure. On his return 
^Om the Italian campaign, he was appointed Governor of 
Chstmpagne and Brie. It was a source of grief to him that 
this appointment would remove him- far away from the 
^fti6cese of Alet, stnd he said to the good bishop, with a sigh, 
that he feared it would be long before he should see him 
agiain, and probably never. The bishop replied, in a cheer- 
ftil tone, that he would return to him sooner than he ex- 
;^)ected. The event proved that he spoke from a correct 
Jwesentiment, for, in the following year, the prince, having 
iiome to Toulouse upon the occasion of the king's marriage, 
his majesty conferred upon him the government of Lan- 
gtiiedoc which again brought him into the immediate neigh- 
feourhood of his dearly loved pastor. 
• When the prince succeeded to the high office of governor 
6f one of the fairest provinces of France, and to the weighty 
tteponsibilities attached to it, he was not more than thirty 
years of age, and it was a source of deep satisfaction to 
M. d*Alet to observe that he had lost none of the fervour 
aiid earnestness which marked the commencement of his 
religious life, and that his piety increased day by day. 
Some proof of this is discemable in the following letter, 
which he wrote to M. d'Alet in reply to one which the good 
bishop had written to him on the subject of his. new appoint- 
inient It was written on the loth of April, 1660 : — 

f 
I ' ' » I 

My Very Honoured Father, 

It is now three weeks since I received both your letters 
which arrived together, T)ut the multitude of occupations that have 
engrossed me since I was made<?6vemor of Liahgu'edbc,. have prevented 
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me replying to them sooner. In your fiist letter yon exprete the 
pleasure with which yoa heanl of my piomotioo. to this gpvenunent, for 
which I return Vvvj a thousand thanks. But for myself is it not a canff f 
for fear and trembling ? and the woist is that I do not tremble. I beg 
of you, my very dear £ither. in the name of our Lord Jesos Cliiist, to 
assist me in my pressing need by your prayers and covmsels, that I mvf 
be able to discharge my duties fiithfslly. I would beg of yoo, yoj 
humbly, when your leisure permirs. to draw up for me an abstract of nqf 
duties and obligaiions as gc^vemor of the province, containing fiis^ 
general adx-ice : secondly. wKii should be my home dudes at mj 
residence in this coun:T^\ a*:d when visiting the diffoent places of my 
government : how I ought to compon m)-^self with r^aid to the Court in 
the Assembly of the Stales : wlut course I ought to take to introdnoe 
benencial reiV^nns : also, as regards the taxes ; the extendoQ of the 
ChuT>A ; and ihe ejciirrution of hereiics;. In short, give me, my deff 
father, your gcvxi advice TO'.:chirg al! those duties bdoi^ing to my ncir 
office, for which I shall ha>-e ;o render account to God ; and the method 
I should pursue to prevent my mind beir^ dissipated by the maltitnde 
of exierrjLl cccupidoas. I feel assured thai the interest yon take in the 
province, as well as your love for my soul, will move yott to do me this 
kindness. 

1 ask your blessing, ani am, my very honoured father. 

Your very obedient Son, 

ASJilAND DE BOUSBON. 

Very- willingly did M. d'Alet write out for the pirince die 
rules and directions required, and which aftenraids saved as 
the basis for the work he subsequently compiled, entitledy 
** The Duties of those in High Station.'' The prince re- 
ceived them n-ith gratitude* and followed them with the 
mo>: scmpu-ous exactitude, and nothing could surpass tiie 
care he took to establish good order throughout the extent 
of his goverr-n^.er.t. His sincerity of purpose, and the legih 
larlrv- of his re'.icous life, had silentlv. but surelw exeicised 
an ir.f.uenoe or. :he ciir.d of the princess, his wile. A change 
graviually took i :-ce in her heart ; she began to adopt the 
san?.e :>el:g:ous exercises as her husband ; entered, at length, 
on the fvithway of the Cross : and walked by his side. The 
vear foUowing, she accompanied him to Alec, wfaeie dicy 
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made a retreat towards the dose of Lent, 1661. During 
their stay at Alet, the princess was the guest of the Sister- 
hood of the Regents, no female being allowed to lodge at 
the episcopal residence, but she joined her husband there 
every day for the devotional exercises which they performed 
together, retiring afterwards to the house of the good sisters, 
where she passed a considerable portion of the day alone in 
meditation and prayer. 

It was during this retreat that M. d*Alet took occasion to 
speak very earnestly to the prince on the subject of the 
sufferings of so many persons during the civil wars, of which 
he had been the chief cause, and that it became his duty, as 
a consistent follower of Jesus, to make all the reparation in 
his power to those upon whom he had brought so much 
misery ; also, to restore to the Church the property of which 
he had made so wrong a use during the time he had possessed 
it ; and to make restitution of the large ecclesiastical revenues 
he had received since his marriage. 

After several preliminary conversations with the prince, 
who listened with great submission to all the bishop said on 
these subjects, M. d'Alet wrote out, at considerable length, 
the directions necessary to carry these designs into execu- 
tion. 

The difficulties which stood in the way of their accom- 
plishment were in no small degree enhanced by the death 
of Cardinal Mazarin, which took place soon after. The 
prince succeeded to a large portion of the cardinal's wealth, 
which was generally thought to have been amassed by 
means that were far from creditable to the character of the 
deceased prelate. 

The tree is known by its fruits. The readiness with 
which the prince acceded to the propositions of his director, 
and his willingness to make all the sacrifices which religion 
demanded, is a strong testimony to the reality of the great 
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chaage which Divine grdce haci wrought in his heart. He 
told the bishop that he was willing to give vp all that he 
possessed, to resign his office of Governor of the Pravincc^ 
and to retire into private life, so that he might make aJI the 
satisfaction in his power for the injuries he had brought 
upon others. The princess, too, exhibited similar proofs of 
the Y/orkings of Divine grace. She expressed her desire to 
relinquish the vast legacies of her uncle, the catdinal^ coa- 
sisting of no less than the revenues of twenty-seven abbe3rs 
and a considerable number of smaller benefices, in the pos« 
session of which this prelate had impoverished the Churchy 
and deprived the poor of that assistance in their needs, 
which, in the purer ages of the Church, was held to be theirs 
of right. But the more M. d'Alet rejoiced in the proofs 
of that Christian virtue which prompted these willing sacri* 
fices, the more was he desirous to act with prudence and 
deliberation in so weighty a matter. 

The importance of the steps he had advised their higb» 
nesses to take, was so great, that he urged them, before 
doing anything in the matter, to lay it before several holy 
and enlightened doctors of the Church, and to abide by 
their decision. It is needless to say that the course jMre- 
scribed by M. d'Alet, to the Prince and Princess of Contii 
waLS fully approved by the other holy men who were con- 
sulted in pursuance of the wish of M. d'Alet, and the Prince 
put into execution all that the good bishop had prescribed^- 
and in the manner productive of the greatest advantage to 
the public. As the work was a considerable one, and could 
hardly be executed all at once, M. d'Alet very wisely sepa* 
rated it into portions. He recommended the prince, in the 
first place, to recompense those persons who had suffered 
from his actions during the civil wars, — these consisted of 
the poor of Berri and some other provinces^ — and to use 
every precauticni ta ascertain wh^t families bad suffered:- 
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most. In the next place, he laid down in detail the manner 
in which the prince was to make restitution to the Church, 
for the revenues he had unjustly derived from her, not being 
an ecclesiastic, and performing the functions of that state ; 
also, in not performing the duties of those who are charged 
tnth benefices, among which duties, a very important one 
was the daily recitation of the offices of the Church. The 
sums restored were to be expended in repairing and beauti- 
ijping the churches in question, and in furnishing these 
diurches and those who ministered in them with all the 
necessary ornaments and vestments required for the decent 
performance of Divine service. A certain sum was also set 
apart for the relief of the poor in the neighbourhood of the 
twenty-seven abbeys, and, in the same localities, further sums 
were also to be applied in the establishment of schools, and 
bfotherhoods of charity for the instruction of youth and the 
relief of the sick poor. All these undertakings, together 
with many others of lesser importance, the details of which 
M. d'Alet wrote out with great minuteness, were put into 
estecution by the Prince and Princess of Conti, and per- 
ftnrmed with scrupulous fidelity. 

. It has been mentioned that, at the death of Cardinal 
Mazarin, the Princess de Conti inherited a large portion of 
her uncle's wealth. She looked upon it as not her own, but 
committed to her stewardship, and * desired to employ it all 
for God in works of charity. The advice which M. d*Alet 
had given her with regard to the manner of employing it, 
did not quite accord with her wishes. There were two 
objects on which she had set her heart : the first was the 
decoration of the Church of the Isle d*Adam, a territory 
which belonged to the prince, her husband ; the second was 
to build a Carmelite convent, to which she might retire from 
time to time and live separate from the world. Our good 
birfiop did not approve of either of these projects ; he was 
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desirous that these ample means should be employed in 
works of greater usefulness. The matter, however, being 
a delicate one to deal with, he thought it best to advise the 
princess on this subject through her husband, to whom ac- 
cordingly he wrote. Alluding to the wish of the princess to 
employ a large sum of money in decorating the church of 
the Isle d'Adam, he thought it would be much better, he 
said, to spend no more than would be requisite to make 
what repairs were absolutely necessary for the decent cele- 
bration of Divine service, and to go to no further expense. 
" The Church of Christ," he remarked, " has needs far more 
pressing than the decoration of its temples." It must not, 
however, be supposed from this remark, that M. d'Alet was 
by any means insensible to the propriety, nay, to the dufy^ 
of making the sanctuaries of the Lord beautiful and glorious. 
Such a work is good indeed when done in a loving spirit 
The valuable family diamond which M. d'Alet deposited as 
an ornament upon the altar of his cathedral, is evidence of 
his full appreciation of this duty, but the withdrawal of that 
gift at the call of a higher need — ^to relieve the poor of 
a neighbouring diocese .in a season of great distress — be- 
spoke a mind sensible of the supereminent principle of holy 
charity. Like the M^re Ang^lique, in the words of the 
author of the select memoirs, " he knew how to sacrifice the 
appendages of religious profession to the immutable prin- 
ciples of religion itself." 

Touching next upon the design whicH the princess enter- 
tained of founding a Carmelite convent to retire into from 
the world, he remarked that her highness ought not to think 
of a devotion of this nature ; her duty, he considered, was 
clearly, to follow in her husband's footsteps, and allow the 
influence of her piety to diffuse itself among the persons of 
her own sex. Far better for her, he considered, to seek to 
elevate the women of her province, by gathering them to- 
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gether, and having them instructed in the rules of a Christian 
life ; and this, too, would be a good means of gaining back 
to the Church those who had the misfortune to have forsaken 
her Communion ; and, lastly, that it would be a work worthy 
of her piety to seek the recovery of poor fallen women from 
a life of sin, and to establish places of refuge for their re- 
formation. 

The prince, charmed with this letter of the bishop's, which 
entered so minutely into the subject of all that was worthy 
of the life and character of a Christian princess, communi- 
cated it to his wife, who, he quite expected, would take as 
much delight as himself in the excellent projects which it 
suggested. He soon found, however, that the bishop had 
not, without good reason, anticipated some little opposition 
to his advice. The princess expressed her dissatisfaction 
that the bishop did not enter into her views, and seemed to 
pay no regard to her inclination which was certainly not 
worthy of blame. 

This opposition of will, which M. d*Alet had foreseen, he 
had endeavoured, in the conclusion of his letter to the prince, 
to remove by a very gentle persuasiveness. " Perhaps," 
said he, " Madame may receive this advice unwillingly, find- 
ing it somewhat more difficult and contrary to her own wishes 
than she had expected, but I must feithfully declare, without 
any disguise, what I really believe most suitable to her voca- 
tion. Let me, then, beseech her to reflect that in determining 
upon any new imdertaking in our Christian course, we must 
be careftil to ascertain that we are ribt influenced by any 
personal considerations, or by the secret satisfaction that we 
may find in any particular course that presents itself to our 
mind, but, on iJie contrary, by the principle of holy charity, 
which ought to be the great motive of all our actions, and 
with which we ought faithfully and effectually to co-operate. 
I feel persuaded that she would do well to participate in 
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those works of charity aftd mercy which aiieiruit&ble *t6 her 
sex and hear position, and which no 'person in the province 
is so well fitted as she is to accomplish. This seettls WfiW 
to be the talent which God has placed ih her itaiidaj'Btid^lIt 
should be her duty and happiness to lay it out in His dervifeftJ 
To retire into the solitude of the cloister, 'Under the'^ea 
that such a proceeding would furnish the exterior meafris'iof 
attaining great perfection and separation froni the' 'W^^Mj 
would very probably end in disappointment. The' motk 
Attractive the conventual life appears to het view, aJnd the 
more she finds it accord with her natural inclination, thia 
more should she be careful, to ascertain by prayer afld 
waiting upon God, whether that natural inclination be ill 
harmony with the leading of the Holy Spirit." The bishcip 
concludes his letter to the prince by expressing a hope that 
Madame would have the kindness to excuse the apparent 
harshness of his counsel, remembering that, from a riilnd 
nourished among the mountains and rocks of ^ nigged and 
savage country, what other growth and produce could bi^ 
expected than the wild and uncultivated fruits of nattirij 
but indeed he had a confident hope, that, knowing her piety 
to be sincere, she would feel, as he did> how necessary if 
was, in a matter of such vital consequence, to dispense witfc 
compliments, and to speak faithfully and plainly what he 
conscientiously believed to be the truth. 

This letter made a deep impression on the mind of the 
princess. She yielded at once to the guidance of the good 
bishop, whose counsel had, at first, been so distasteful to 
her ; and to the rule of life he suggested as most suitable for 
her, she submitted with the docility of a child ; and those 
works of active usefulness, which, in accordance therewith,' 
she devotied herself, she pursued with fidelity to the end "of 
her life. 

The advice which M. d*Alet, in most cases, gave to per- 
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30QS of high socMI jrank who consulted him, was to remain 
in the. calling in which God had placed them, that the world 
^^und them might be benefitted by their good example. 
Convinced that a life of complete external separation from 
the world, can have but little effect on others, by way of 
f^i^unple, he rarely advised individuals of elevated rank to 
l^ppt it He considered that their high position, which 
^)9{toally attracted the observation of the multitude, gave 
t^em a great influence for good or evil, which extended over 
^ifffider sphere than that of an ordinary individual. Placed 
fefthe scale of social rank, so far above others, their actions 
IMT^ narrowly scanned by those beneath them, who too readily 
^tate cither the piety or the wickedness of their superiors, 
1^ experience has constantly proved the truth of the maxim, 
^t '^ a kingdom conforms itself to the example of its 
sovereign."* 

[),;How necessary it is for those to whom the duty has 
been comtmitted of instructing princes, to omit no oppor- 
^4pity of impressing this important truth upon their minds, 
f^uis only in proportion, as those possessed of sovereign 
power axe attentive to this maxim, that they advance 
th^. glory of God, the honour of the Church, the public 
gOpd, and the salvation of souls, A ruler, who to his 
spyeareign authority has superadded the beautiful order of 
a Christian life, makes a greater impression upon the 
feef^rts of his people than the most eloquent preachers in his 
4pininions« His blameless life, and the beauty of holiness 
Uiat chines in his character, exercise an influence so powerful 
tjskat the manne3:s of the kingdom are reformed by it Great 
HMieeid: is th^ debt which individuals of exalted rank owe 
t0 those over whom they have been placed, * They are 
accountable to them for a good example. This is the talent 

* Rp^ a4 exemplum.totus .componitur orbis. 
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which the Almighty has placed in their hands to be laid out 
to the best advantage for His glory, and for which they will 
have to render a strict account when they appear before His 
tribunal. 




CHAPTER XVIII. 

Second retreat of the Prince and Princess de Conti to Alet, with numerous 
attendants — Count de F^^lon — undue zeal of the Prince and Princess re- 
strained by the Bishop — ^fidelity to the common duties of life — opposes the 
wish of the Prince to relinquish the Governorship of Languedoc — heavy 
cross — struggles of the Prince to escape from his sufferings — ^his illness — 
returns to Languedoc — second illness — ^M. d*Alet visits him — death of the 
Prince of Conti. 

I HE short interval of religious retirement passed 
by the Prince and Princess de Conti at Alet 
was attended with so many beneficial results, 
both to themselves and to their attendants, that 
they determined to repeat their visit the following year, and 
to bring with them the whole of their household. With this 
object in view, they set out for Alet during the Lent of 1662, 
with a retinoie of about one hundred and fifty persons, and 
arrived at their journey's end at the commencement of 
Passion week. The prince, as before, lodged in the epis- 
copal residence, which also afforded accommodation for 
nearly the whole of his attendants. The princess, and the 
ladies who accompanied her, took up their abode with the 
Sisterhood of the Regents. Of this company, upwards of 
one hundred persons sat down daily to meals at the epis- 
copal board. The term of their visit extended to a period 
of three weeks. A rule, which was carefully observed by 
all, regulated each day's employment, the hours of assembly 
for public worship, or edification, and for solitary retirement 
for prayer and meditation ; all conversation was prohibited, 
and the strictest silence was preserved during the whole 
period of the retreat. 



208 NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 



The prince had arrived at Alet a few days sooner than he 
was expected. The bishop was not at home to receive him, 
being absent upon a mission to Quillan, a small town in his 
diocese; a messenger was therefore despatched to inform 
him of the arrival of his guests. The Count de F^ndlon, 
who accompanied the prince on this occasion, had already 
made a retreat, under the direction of M. d'Alet, at the 
country residence of a neighbouring bishop. Upon the 
event of his wife's death, which occurred shortly after, he 
felt a strong desire to enter the ministry of the Church, and, 
in order to consult M. d'Alet on this, he preceded the prince 
by one day's journey, to have a little time for conversation. 
Not finding him at home, he proceeded on, without stopping, 
to Quillan, where he met with the object of his search. 
After listening to the count's proposal, M. d'Alet endea- 
voured at once to dissuade him from entertaining it any 
further, representing to him that his little family of five young 
children left to him demanded all his care, and that the law 
of God required him to fulfil this obligation, — " If any pro- 
vide not for his own, and specially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an in- 
fidel." (i Tim. V. 8.) That it was his duty as a Christian 
parent to watch over these children, and train them for 
heaven, providing for them according as their condition in 
life and the calling of God required. That before this obli- 
gation could be dispensed with, in order to enter upon any 
other sphere of duty, it was necessary to show him some 
extraordinary indications of the Divine will pointing to such 
a course, and he must candidly say that he did not perceive 
in him any such indications. He could not, therefore, advise 
him to abandon a great and solemn duty to follow a move- 
ment of zeal which seemed to him inconsistent with that 
duty. The count was silent; he returned to Alet and 
awaited the bishop's return, informing the prince, in the 
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mefLhwhiTe, of airthat'Tiad passed" between theiri. " Hfe 
asks me," said he^ "for miraclefs before" he can dispense me 
•of the duty of taking ca^e of my family, and, as I have ho 
miracles to show hiiii, he advise^ me tb remain as I am, und 
devote myself to the Christian education of my children.** 

After concluding the matters of chief importance connected 
with his mission to Quillan, and leaving the work to be com- 
pleted by the ecclesiastics who accompanied him, M. d'Alet 
returned home and joined his illustrious guests, who were 
anxiously waiting his arrival. 

' During the continuance of this retreat, M. d'Alet gave, 
each day, two general addresses to the whole company 
assembled, instructing them in the rules and practice of 
holy living. The work of grace, in the hearts of the prince 
and princess, was greatly deepened by these addresses and 
the private instructions they also received from the bishop. 
Its evidence appeared in an increased spirit of sacrifice. 
A ^courier was despatched by the princess to Paris, to dis- 
pose of all her jewelry, in order to hasten the restitutions 
which had previously been agreed upon ; nor was this all : 
with deepened longings for increased holiness, and feeling 
sensible how much even lawful gratifications are obstacles to 
the progress of the Christian, in the higher and more perfect 
way, they mutually resolved to place in the hands of their 
director a vow of absolute continence. 

The bishop, who disapproved of vows, except after a long 
and sufficient probation, would not permit them to enter 
into such an engagement ; he encouraged them, however, to 
practise this virtue to the extent to which it might please 
God to give them ability without entering into any solemn 
religious obligation. As they would do nothing without his 
adyice ^nd sanction, the firmness of the bishop was fre- 
qi^ently brought into exercise to oppose projects on their 
p^ri.he could not wholly approve of Eager to make the 
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restitutions previously alluded to, they resolved upon dis- 
posing of their property and estates, retaining only a very 
moderate sum for their annual expenditure. They used 
every argument to gain the bishop's consent to this proceed- 
ing. It was, however, to no purpose. He replied to all 
their reasons, and convinced them, that by practising 
economy they would be able to lay aside, out of their 
savings, sums that over a number of years would go much 
farther in satisfying all obligations, than to dispose of their 
estates in order to accomplish it at once. More particularly 
it required all his firmness to oppose the design of the 
prince to effect the sale of his appointment of the Governor- 
ship of Languedoc, for he saw plainly that there was a 
deeper object at work in the mind of the prince than the 
simple realization of the large sum that this sale would bring, 
and that was to relieve himself of the cares and embarrass- 
ment inseparable from the responsible position of governor 
of a large province, and to gratify his desire for a retired and 
tranquil life. 

By such a course the hopes which our prelate entertained 
of great good, both temporal and spiritual, accruing to the 
province, through the influence of the prince, would be dis- 
sipated, and the public good was far too dear to the bishop 
to allow so favourable an occasion to procure its escape. 
The reasons which he gave to the prince for opposing his 
wishes in this matter were as follows : — " The power and 
influence," said he, " attached to the rank of a prince, confer 
upon him a great obligation, and this he owes to the public, 
to whom, also, he is accountable for his character, his time, 
and his occupations. All estates of men have their essential 
duties attached to them, and the individual who faithfully 
performs the duties, common to all Christians, may some- 
times render himself very culpable before God by omitting 
those which belong specially to his rank or position in 



NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 211 

society. What would be thought of a father or mother of 
a family who should abandon all care of their children when 
at an age to need all the attention and solicitude of their 
parents in order to give themselves, without distraction, to 
a life of religious seclusion. Would they not be responsible 
for the accidents which might befall their children through 
their negligence in watching over their conduct and in pro- 
viding for their needs ? A prince holds a similar relation to 
the public as a father does to his family. Who is there to 
carry to the foot of the throne the righteous cry of oppressed 
innocence, or to represent the needs of the Church and 
State, &c., if those who are nearest to it by birth and rank 
refuse to do so ? Who is there to help a king to sustain the 
•heavy burden of royalty, if the princes of the blood withhold 
their sympathy and assistance ? Kings are but too often 
surrounded by a troop of deceitful flatterers whose object is 
to conceal the truth and lead them into measures oppressive 
to their subjects. The saints have always sighed for those 
who have been called imder the Providence of God to sway 
the sceptre, and it is the indispensable duty of a Christian 
prince to do all that lies in his power to counteract evils of 
such magnitude. In prayer and retirement he should indeed 
delight, that so he may listen to the voice of God in stillness 
and be instructed in His service, but he must rise from his 
knees when the hour for exertion calls him 3 he must leave 
his peaceful seclusion in spite of its attractions when the 
public good requires his services. * Woe be to the man,' 
says St. Bernard, 'who refuses to act when it lies in his 
power to be useful to his neighbour.' " 

These judicious remonstrances of M. d'Alet were effectual ; 
the prince and princess had such perfect confidence in his 
wisdom and piety that they at once submitted to his judg- 
ment. The prince consented to retain his post of Governor 
of Languedoc ; he instructed his secretary to draw out a plan 

p 2 
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for those reductions in the public expenditure which had 
been previously projected, also for the reservation of an 
annual sum to relieve the province of its load of debt. 

In this office of governor, which the prince only retained 
from a spirit of obedience to the advice of his spiritual 
director, and in which he recognised the expression of the will 
of God concerning him, he found a cross which seemed to 
increase in weight daily, and under the pressure of which 
he inwardly groaned. He endeavoured, to the best of his 
ability, to follow the advice of M. d'Alet in discharging the 
duties of his office in a Christian manner, but, his easy and 
yielding disposition, his natural inclination to please every 
one, and the conscientious scruples that arose in the com- 
munications he from time to time received from the Govern- 
ment of France, led him occasionally into faults, which he 
felt keenly, and they had the effect of reviving in him the 
desire of abandoning all for a life of tranquility and seclusion, 
which appeared to him a far safer course for his eternal 
interests. He had not been at home very long, after this 
second retreat, before he wrote to the Archdeacon of Alet in 
the following terms : — " Besides my utter incapacity," he 
writes, " to fulfil these heavy duties, which I feel to consist, 
first, in a want of \^dsdom to perceive, of decision to resolve, 
and of force to execute, I feel myself weighed down under 
a load of responsibility which I have brought upon myself 
by undertaking this charge. It is for these reasons that 
I earnestly beg for relief. Added to this, the restitutions 
I have to make, appear to increase daily, while the necessity 
laid upon me to maintain an establishment, consistent with 
the position I hold, absorbs nearly all my income. I beg 
that M. d*Alet will lay my case before our Lord and Saviour 
to know His will concerning me. The consequences of my 
sins, which, indeed, I confess to be very great, bitterly oppress 
me in the obstacles which they have placed in the way of 
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my spiritual progress ; they are greater than I can express. 
I submit myself, however, to the very righteous dealing of 
God with me. I fear greatly lest I should be writing hypo- 
critically, lest what I have said should have proceeded more 
from the head than the heart. I think, however, if you could 
but be witness for a short time of the way in which I perform 
my work, you would soon be convinced of my incapacity." 

The care and anxiety of mind which weighed upon the 
prince afflicted him in an increased degree, shortly after 
writing the above letter, and strengthened the temptation to 
withdraw into retirement. Those sweet consolations of 
spirit he had experienced at the period of his return to God 
were taken away. Those sensible delights, with which it 
pleases God ordinarily to draw to Him the penitent sinner, 
took wing, and left behind sadness, depression, and dryness 
of heart. 

The Prince of Conti, who did not know that these bitter 
experiences were in reality a form of trial very necessary 
for the strengthening of his soul in faith and patience, con- 
sidered them as indications that he had fallen back from 
God, and attributed the cause to the difficult and distasteful 
nature of his occupations. In this great trouble of mind he 
wrote from time to time to M. d'Alet, urging him to consent 
to his wish to resign his office, and withdraw into retirement, 
that there he might be able to wait upon God without dis- 
traction. In a letter written to M. d'Alet, in the year 1664, 
he tells him that the doubts which he entertained, whether 
God had really called him to be governor of a great pro- 
vince, had increased so much that they had passed into the 
conviction that this occupation was not in accordance with 
the Divine will; and this was impressed upon his mind, 
first, from his frequent failures to accomplish the designs 
which his office required him to undertake, in a manner 
acceptable to God, although he trusted in His merciful kind- 
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ness and forbearance towards him; yet he judged of the 
future by the past, and did not hope he should ever do 
better, being conscious of a great deficiency in courage, for- 
titude, and determination, — qualities so necessary for the 
right fulfilment of the duties of his office. Secondly, he 
found that when in cases of great difficulty he had asked for 
advice, he had never had the courage to act in accordance 
with it, nor did he hope he should do better in the future. 
That an additional reason for quitting this charge was the 
sense of his positive incapacity arising from the natural dis- 
position of a mind irresolute, weak, and precipitate. He 
thus concludes his letter : — " I pray our Lord and Saviour 
that He may enlighten you concerning me, and that your 
reply may not cause me to say of you * Circum sedificavit 
adversum me ut non egrediar aggravavit compedem meum,' 
— He hath hedged me about that I cannot get out, he hath 
made my chain heavy (Lam. iii. 7) ; for, alas ! I greatly 
apprehend an answer that will weigh me down." 

M. d'Alet, who well understood the character and disposi- 
tion of the prince, was not of opinion that the change he so 
ardently wished for would be at all beneficial to him. He 
perceived in him a depth of sincerity and a rectitude of pur- 
pose very far removed from the hypocrisy with which he 
accused himself. The fact was, that the prince, in his daily 
life, conducted himself with exemplary piety; and the or- 
dinary duties of his office he performed with true Christian 
fidelity. It is true he felt great repugnance in dealing with 
matters of more considerable importance, such as the open 
advocacy of oppressed innocence, and the protection of those 
persons who had been wronged by others high in rank and 
position. He failed, also, in firmness when occasion required 
him to communicate with the king and ministers of state. 
These were the weaknesses our good bishop desired so 
earnestly to remove. He trusted that the all-sufficient grace 
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of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose strength is made perfect in 
weakness, and which had enabled the prince to conquer his 
most violent passions, would not leave the victory incom- 
plete, but would, one by one, remove every obstacle to 
a perfect conformity to the will of God. Carefully observant 
of the method of God's dealing with souls in their restora- 
tion and purification, M. d'Alet esteemed these very trials 
and struggles, which the prince met with in the execution of 
the weightiest duties of his office, as the most precious por- 
tion of his penitential discipline. This enlightened guide of 
souls was persuaded that even the very failures of the Chris- 
tian soldier, called to active service in the world, are often 
more serviceable to the soul's progress, from the humiliations 
that attend them, than even the pious exercises of those who 
pass their lives in retirement. 

For this reason, instead of yielding to the wishes of the 
prince, he replied to his arguments ; showed him how little 
weight they really possessed, and encouraged him to per- 
severe. In the letter addressed to the prince on this oc- 
casion, he told him that he regarded the anxiety of mind 
and perplexity that so troubled him, not as the effect of 
grace or the promptings of the Holy Spirit, but attributed 
them rather to the workings of self-love and the delusions 
of the enemy of souls. That the effect of grace in the souls 
of those led by the Holy Spirit was never to trouble or 
perplex, much less to discourage ; that he was not surprised 
to hear that his highness, during the fervency of his devo- 
tions in Holy Week, had been so agitated on the subject of 
his vocation, since our Lord during that week of His earthly 
life had been so deeply tried as to draw from Him the ex- 
clamation, "This is your hour, and the power of darkness" 
(St. Luke xxii. 53); nor did it even surprise him to hear 
that his doubts had changed into conviction, since the mind 
is alwa3rs more agitated by false light than by sound reason. 
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With regard to the faults which the prince acknowledged in 
the discharge of his administrative duties, M. d'Alet did not 
gloss them over. In a spirit of faithfulness, he justly con- 
demned them, but he reproved him much more severely for 
his lack of courage in not conquering in himself the dislike 
he showed for his vocation. " You ought to humble your- 
self before God," said he, "for these faults, instead of 
making them a subject of complaining. The sure effect of 
grace, which produces in us a salutary humiliation for our 
failings, is to give us a filial confidence that the goodness of 
God will correct them in us, however small our hope of this 
may be from past experience ; that these are the occasions 
when it is necessary to hope against hope, and to brace up 
our souls to a holy courage in our struggles against those 
obstacles which appear, humanly speaking, insurmountable ; 
that we must not allow even repeated failures to discourage 
us ; on the contrary, their effect should be to urge us to 
renewed effort, and to yield ourselves wholly to the power 
of Divine grace, which will at length achieve the victory 
both in us and hy us \ that a true soldier of the Cross should 
never allow himself to be daunted, but that while he becomes 
more and more familiar with the habit of self-distrust, and 
the humble avowal of his own insufficiency, he should like- 
wise daily increase in strength through a firm and undoubted 
reliance on the assistance of God. If you do not condemn 
yourself for the faults you feel conscious of, and, instead of 
making persevering efforts to overcome them, deliberately 
jdeld to their supremacy over you, what loss may tliey not 
occasion you ! But if they are preceded by fervent resolu- 
tions, and followed by deep humiliation of soul, they may 
be overruled by these holy practices for your advancement. 
It may please God to make use of these very faults of neg- 
ligence, of timidity, and *the fear of man which bringeth 
a snare,' as means to show you what faults you have to 
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conquer. In a contemplative life devoid of active duties, 
you would be ignorant of them ; to struggle against them 
would be impossible, as the occasion would be wanting; 
you would be sick without knowing it, and there would be 
no possibility of cure. According to the rule of Holy 
Scripture, it is no legitimate excuse before God to say we 
have no vocation for our employment, and that we must 
abandon it because we do not feel ourselves possessed of 
sufficient courage and constancy to fulfil its responsibilities, 
and to preserve us from yielding to the temptations it brings 
in our way. It is our duty to consider our vocation as a 
talent to be laid out in the service of God. Let us never forget 
the warning in the Gospel concerning the slothful servant, 
who, finding so much difficulty in improving his talent, and 
the rigorous account which would be required of him how 
he had used it, considered himself sufficiently discharged 
from his debt by returning the talent as he had received it. 
Whoever seriously reflects upon the Master's reply, and the 
reproach and punishment which followed, will not be very 
eager to quit his employment, unless after much careful de- 
liberation, to ascertain whether the idea of relinquishing it 
for some other course of life is truly from God, or the effect 
of our own impatience." The bishop concluded by remind- 
ing the prince, that when he counselled him to accept this 
charge he told him then, as he had frequently repeated since, 
that he must not consider this employment as a post of ease 
and comfort, but rather as a cross upon which he would be 
extended, and by which he might practise a continual peni- 
tence and mortification of heart ; and also to consider that, 
in being called to this charge, God was saying to him, as to 
St. Paul, — " I will show him how great things he must suffer 
for My Name's sake" (Acts ix. i6). 

The prince at length yielded to these counsels ; he ceased 
to murmur under his burden of duty ; he struggled bravely 



21 8 NICHOLAS PAVILLON, 



with the repugnance he felt to deal with matters of diffi- 
culty ; to resist the tyranny of the Government ; and to de- 
fend oppressed innocence. He braved the opposition of 
the powerful in Church and State, in order to help his op- 
pressed friend, the bishop, when subjected to legal pro- 
cesses by several of the ecclesiastics and gentry of his 
diocese in the troubles connected with the formulary of 
Pope Alexander VII., and which subjected the good bishop 
to the severest persecutions. 

It pleased God to exercise the patience of this penitent 
prince by various trials. During a visit to Paris in the year 
1644, he suffered a long and painful illness, which was ag- 
gravated by the thought of the evils that he foresaw would 
take place in his province in consequence of his absence. 
During the course of this painful illness, he sent for the 
Cur^ of St. Sulpice to administer to him the Holy Sacra- 
ment. This curd had a strong prejudice against M. d'Alet, 
and refused to comply with the request of the prince, ex- 
cept upon the condition that he withdrew himself from the 
spiritual direction of this holy prelate. The prince was 
deeply hurt at this unwarrantable proposition, and after 
having convinced the curd of the injustice of his suspicions 
and prejudices, said to him, with deep emotion, — as he did 
to all who spoke to him of the alleged Jansenism of the 
good bishop, — that he never felt a greater attachment to 
him than he did at that moment, for he had never so well 
understood his real merit ; that if he were a bishop himself, 
he should consider it his duty to follow the same course as 
M. d'Alet under the present troubles in the Church ; that 
he would rather die without the Sacraments than withdraw 
from the communion and direction of a saint who was an 
example to the whole Church, to whom he owed so much, 
and of whose virtue, wisdom, and catholicity he was so well 
convinced. 
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The prince immediately despatched a messenger to inform 
the Archbishop of Paris of the conduct of the cur^, who or- 
dered him to administer the Holy Sacraments without delay, 
and forbidding him to refuse them again upon such improper 
grounds. In the letter which the prince wrote to M. d'Alet 
informing him of this circumstance, he says, " I am ready to 
share with you all your persecutions, whatever they may be, 
and from whatever quarter they may come. By God's 
mercy they do not alarm me, and I hope with His grace to 
have no fear for the future." 

Having passed the winter in Paris, for the establishment 
of his health, the prince returned to Languedoc in the 
spring of the following year, 1665, and made a third retreat 
at Alet soon after his arrival, in order to consult with the 
bishop as to the means he should adopt to remedy the evils 
that had ensued in the province during his absence in Paris ; 
also, to what extent he ought to resist the orders he had re- 
ceived from the Court, previous to his departure, to levy 
upon his province a tax which seemed to him exorbitant, 
and which was to be put into execution at the next Assembly 
of States. The prince had already made the strongest re- 
monstrances to the Court, but without success. The king 
had refused to listen to them, and required implicit obedi- 
ence. The financial minister at that time was M. Colbert, 
who appeared more anxious to obtain supplies for the 
Government, than to ascertain whether the provinces were 
really able to support the heavy burdens he imposed upon 
them. From this minister the prince did not receive the 
same consideration that he had done from his father-in-law, 
Cardinal Mazarin. In the district of Provence, the ex- 
cessive exactions of the Government had provoked the re- 
sistance of the people, and troops had been sent there to 
enforce the payment of the taxes. This proceeding alarmed 
the prince, who feared lest his own province should be 
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treated in the same manner, if any resistance was made to 
the exorbitant demands of the Government. He felt it ta 
be utterly impossible to raise the required sum, and he was- 
keenly sensible of the painful duty which, as governor and 
the king's representative, devolved upon him. In this state 
of anxiety, he wrote to M. d'Alet, giving him a full account 
of the trying circumstances in which he was placed, and en- 
deavouring to convince him of the necessity under which he 
lay of resigning his office forthwith, to escape the responsi- 
bility of the unjust and oppressive measures which, as the 
instrument of the Crown, he should incur by putting them 
in force, or else of the cruel treatment he should bring upon 
the province if he refused to do so. 

Our good bishop, who was never more courageous than 
when he had no other resource than the help of God, replied 
to all the prince had written without in the least altering the 
counsels he had given him in the more favourable circum- 
stances of his government. He endeavoured, in the first 
place, to raise his courage, and strengthen him in the great 
principles in which he had been* so well instructed. He 
reminded him of the fidelity he owed to the king, and, as 
prince of the blood, he was more especially bound to sup- 
port the true interests of his sovereign, by representing to him 
how much opposed to them were the orders he had received 
" Sincerely to fulfil this difficult duty of fidelity to the true 
interests of the sovereign, a prince," said M, d'Alet, " is no 
less obliged to resist those measures which have been con- 
ceived in error, and are manifestly unjust, than to obey, and 
put into execution, those which have been well judged and 
are for the good of the State." He reminded the prince also- 
of the duty he owed to the people he governed. " You ought 
to be a father to them," said the bishop, " and not be afraid 
of exposing yourself to trouble to help them in difficulty, and 
to use your best efforts to save them from injustice and op- 
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j>ression, let the consequences be what they may. In the 
counsels of God, k may be, that you have been bom to the 
high rank you possess, and called to govern a province to 
perform this important duty ; as Mordecai said to Queen 
Esther, on an occasion somewhat similar, — * and who 
Jknoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a 
. time as this' (Esther iv. 14). Even should you be dismissed 
from office, that need not disquiet you ; the eyes of the 
world would ere long be opened to the reasons for your being 
so dismissed, and you would have the satisfaction of suffer- 
ing for the cause of justice. As regards the rigorous punish- 
ment you fear may be drawn upon the province, I doubt 
much if this evil will be greater than the excessive imposts 
which, if enforced, must bring total ruin to the people ; after 
:all you will not be responsible for their misery before God. 
These reasons might, perhaps, justify you in declining the 
the government of the province, if it were offered to you upon 
such conditions as these, but they do not authorise you to 
resign it. To expose ourselves to great evils, out of the 
order of Divine Providence, is to act with rashness and to 
tempt God, but to fly from them when they meet us in our 
-calling, and come to us in the same Divine order, would be 
weakness and infidelity. Let us walk right on in the straight 
path in which God calls us ; let us do all He bids us do, 
come what may ; and, with humble confidence in His love 
and mercy, leave in His hands the consequences of our 
obedience." 

It pleased God to accept the sincere intentions of the 
prince to follow the advice of his director, and to spare him 
the trials he so much dreaded. He had long been subject 
to severe attacks of illness, which sometimes reduced him to 
a state of great weakness. He never quite recovered from 
the illness which detained him so long in Paris in the year 
1664. He had undergone a surgical operation, from the 
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effects of which he suffered frequent returns of pain, until he 
became dangerously ill towards the end of the year 1665. 
Upon hearing of his illness, M. d'Alet wrote him a long letter 
on the nth of January following, instructing him how he 
might best profit by his affliction, and reminding him of the 
spirit of sacrifice in which a sick Christian should lay under 
the hand of God. " You appear to me," said he, " to be 
among the number of those who accompanied the three 
kings in their search for the infant Saviour, to pay their 
sovereign homage at His feet, and to ofifer with them not 
only gold and incense, but also myrrh, — the emblem of our 
sufferings. I feel assured that you do not fail in the Chris- 
tian duty of making these painful trials serve for your soul's 
welfare, and which is a sign of your progress in true piety. 
May yours be that sweet peace which attends the exercise of 
patience, — a great virtue, and one that never appears more 
beautiful and Christlike than when seen under the most 
painful sufferings." 

The prince, who felt himself becoming weaker every day, 
greatly wished to see his spiritual director, but would not, 
on any account, have him sent for because of the severity of 
the season. The princess, however, took upon herself ta 
acquaint the bishop with the critical state of her husband 
and of his wish to see him. He set ofif at once, and arrived 
on the nth of February. He found the prince in a very 
weak state, though the physicians did not consider him to 
be in any immediate danger. No doubt under the great 
physical depression which accompanied his illness, the diffi- 
culties and responsibilities of his government would weigh 
upon his mind with tenfold pressure, and this led him again 
to intreat M. d'Alet to consent to his resignation. The 
steady refusal of the bishop, who was always opposed to 
this course, for the moment irritated the prince, and caused 
him to give way to some expressions of impatience for which 
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he was afterwards sorry, and before the bishop's departure 
humbly besought his pardon. Being assured by the phy- 
sician that there was no ground to apprehend danger, the 
bishop returned on the 1 7th of the same month. From that 
time, the prince gradually sank, and on the 21st of February, 
1666, expired in the arms of M. de Ciron, who, on hearing 
of his illness, had come to see him. Thus it happened that 
he who, in the order of Divine Providence, had been the 
minister of reconciliation for this penitent soul and had re- 
ceived him into the communion of the Church, stood by his 
side again during the last moments of his short and painful 
but victorious course, received his latest sigh, and closed his 
eyes in peace. 




CHAPTER XIX. 

The Princess of G>nti corresponds with M. d'Alet — education of the two yoon^ 
Princes — restitutions— counsel of M. d'Alet on this »ibjcct — the Princess 
regulates her household on the strictest principles of economy — her example 
has great influence in Paris — she retires into priracy — engages in works c^ 
active usefulness — frequent illnesses — death — letter of M. d*Alet to the two 
young Princes — the Duchess de Longueville. 

|T is not the design of this work to give a history 
of the Prince and Princess of Conti, except so 
far as a brief mention of some of the leading 
incidents of their rehgious experience may serve 
to throw light upon the character of the good bishop, whose 
life and labours form the subject of this work. 

It was the cherished wish of the prince, and he took care 
to have it expressed in his will, that the princess, after his 
decease, should consult M. d'Alet on all matters of import- 
ance concerning the welfare of herself and their children. 
The princess faithfully complied with this wish of her de- 
ceased husband, and she did so with the more pleasure as it 
accorded so well with her own sentiments of respect and 
affection for the prelate to whom they both owed so much. 
It will be the object of the present chapter to relate briefly 
the principal subjects of doubt and difficulty in which the 
princess sought the advice of M. d'Alet, subsequent to the 
death of her husband, and the wise and faithful counsel she 
received from him on every occasion, and which exhibit so 
many instances of his uncompromising fidelity to the dic- 
tates of a heart filled with the spirit of God, and of a mind 
guided by the highest principles of Christian truth. 

Upon the death of the prince, the Princess of Conti with- 



NICHOLAS PAVHXON. 325 



drew for a time to the Carmelite monastery of Narbonne, 
from whence she wrote to M. d'Alet, beseeching his prayers 
on behalf of herself and her two young children. He wrote 
to her as follows : — " I should have set out the day after 
I received your letter, to condole with you under the great 
loss you have sustained in the death of the prince, your hus- 
band, but I judged it would be better for you if I left you 
in the rest and presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, "whom 
you will now take more than ever for your true comforter. 
One thing I would beg of you, — ^be careful of your bodily 
health ; it is more than ever necessary for you to do so now 
for the sake of your children and for their Christian educa- 
tion. To do this, as in the sight of God, will be offering an 
acceptable sacrifice to him ; and I would also advise, at the 
present time, some moderation in your religious exercises. 
God requires of us a service that is reasonable, and that 
does not exceed the rule of moderation, and this is all the 
more necessary for you to observe at this juncture, for you 
will need all the bodily strength you possess to sustain the 
pressure of business which will probably now come upon 
you. I beg of you to repose your fullest confidence in my 
sincere and unalterable affection for you and yours." 

Previous to her departure to Paris, the Princess de Conti 
had begun a correspondence with M. d'Alet upon the sub- 
ject of the restitutions which have been already alluded to. 
These payments had been commenced by the prince and 
continued until his death, and it now devolved upon the 
princess to complete this work. The education of the two 
young princes, her children, was another subject upon which 
she sought the counsel and assistance of M. d'AleL She 
begged him to provide her with a person whose piety and 
attainments would fit him to undertake the training of her 
two children and take charge of their education ; and she 
was the more anxious about this as several abb<!s and gen- 
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tlemen at Court, in whom she haxi no confidence, were soli- 
citous of this office. The bishop very willingly complied 
with her wish, and sent M. de la Pejan, under whose care 
the two princes were placed. This gentleman had been 
trained under the eye of M, d'Alet ; he was a person of 
a solid understanding, and to his eminent attainments in 
learning was joined an exemplary piety and a refinement of 
manner that well fitted him for the office he was chosen to 
occupy j and so faithfiilly did he fiilfil the trust reposed in 
him, that the princess, in all her letters to the bishop, never 
failed to repeat her grateful thanks for the treasure she 
found in having such a governor for her children. As 
a proof of his fidelity, M. de la Pejan resigned his charge 
rather than take the young princes to the opera, which the 
Court required him to do, after the death of the princess, 
which took place in the year 1672. 

No sooner had the Princess de Conti taken up her resi- 
dence in Paris among her relations and members of the 
royal family, and had come within the influence of the Court, 
than attempts were made to dissuade her firom continmng 
the payment of the restitutions which had been agreed upon 
and arranged between her late husband and the Bishop of 
Alet. A course so contrary to the spirit of the world was 
sure to evoke that opposition which all must encounter who 
endeavour to regulate their lives and actions by the spirit of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They represented to her that 
the course she was pursuing would in time reduce her and 
her family to poverty ; that M. d'Alet could not have well 
considered the expenses which were necessary to maintain 
the two princes her children in a manner suitable to their 
rank and position ; and that to deprive them of their pro- 
perty would be throwing a temptation in their way to seek, 
by unjust ways, to obtain the means of supporting their rank 
and birth. Far be it from them, they remarked, to urge any 
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deviation from what the law of God required, but they would 
at any rate recommend her to take counsel of those who 
were well instracted in the rules of Christian duty, and not 
to hold herself absolutely to the direction of a bishop of 
such well known severe and rigid notions as those M. d'Alet 
entertained and carried to excess. And with regard to the 
persons whom she might consult in this matter, they would 
leave her free to choose whom she pleased among those 
doctors in the Church who were in greatest repute for their 
piety and attainments. 

The princess was placed in a trying position. She had 
no longer a husband to help her in maintaining the prin- 
ciples they had mutually resolved upon, and she was at too 
great a distance from M. d'Alet to find in his wisdom and 
piety a prompt succour in the conflict with the world's 
opinions which prevailed around her. The remonstrances 
of her friends did not seem to her very unreasonable, and 
though she had the fullest confidence in M, d'Alet, she 
thought there would be no harm in taking the opinions of 
some of the most esteemed members of the clergy in Paris. 
Accordingly she did so, and they gave it as their united 
opinion that, after having restored seven hundred thousand 
livres of the property she had inherited from Cardinal 
Mazarin, she might consider she had done as much as the 
circumstances of the case required, and might very con- 
scientiously retain the rest This decision, so favourable to 
the view her friends took of the matter, was far from setting 
her mind at rest. She felt she could not act upon it without 
first submitting it to M. d'Alet. She enclosed it to him in 
a letter written on the 26th of January, 1669, and begged 
him to give her his opinion of the course which he believed 
before God was the right one to pursue. She told him that 
what troubled her most in the matter was that the expenses 
of administering the trust were so excessive, and absorbed 
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SO large a portion of the funds that it left only a small sum 
to be divided. 

M. d*Alet very carefully considered the decision of the 
doctors, which the jirincess had enclosed to him, and re- 
turned the following firm but modest reply. 

"I cannot," said he, "but greatly respect the singular 
piety and profound learning of those persons whom your 
serene highness has consulted in this matter, and I should 
have wished, with all my heart, to have been able to join 
with them in their advice and sentiments ; but since you 
desire to know what my own feeling is, permit me to say 
with all simplicity, that, after I had carefully considered the 
document you have been pleased to send me, I was unable 
fully to concur in the decision it expresses. Perhaps this 
may be owing to a want of light and penetration on my part 
to comprehend fully the principles upon which the judgment 
has been arrived at, and the reasons for their application to 
this particular case, and I think, too, that the various circum- 
stances which are connected with the subject tend to make 
such application the more difficult and the less certain. It 
is not my intention, however, to disapprove absolutely of the 
decision of these eminent personages. I must be content 
to suspend my judgment, as I do not see my way to give it 
my entire approval. I must, nevertheless, say that to my 
mind there would be greater safety and repose of conscience 
in following those rules upon which you have been acting 
up to the present time ; for I assure you I think them 
clearer, more straightforward, and more conformed to evan- 
gelical simplicity than those now suggested. They have, as 
you know, been carefully considered by the late Prince de 
Conti, who not only found nothing in them to disapprove of, 
but it appears by his will that he has always followed them, 
and that he never entertained the views which are now pro- 
posed to secure inheritance to his children. And if such 
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thoughts had passed through his mind, and we may well 
suppose they did, considering his acuteness and penetration, 
he has at any rate not thought well to carry them into effect. 
To this let me add another consideration, viz., that the sup- 
posed advantage which your serene highness would derive 
for your children by disburdening the estate of the restora- 
tions chargeable upon it, does not seem to be very consider- 
able or very real. For supposing they should not come 
into possession of any other means of sustaining their rank 
and quality, they could still do as their father has done, and 
make it sufficient, as he did, by reducing their expenditure to 
the utmost ; and, if on the other hand they should succeed 
to other sources of income, which their birth and education 
give reason to hope, we ought then fairly to presume that 
they would perform what is ordered in their father's will, or 
at any rate you would have them instructed on this point 
and leave the rest in the hands of God. We should take 
care that, in the wish to save them from an evil that is 
remote and may never happen, we do not expose them to 
another which would be present and certain, as it would be, 
if an inheritance came into their hands which was found not 
to have been legitimately acquired. 

" Had there been any safe and certain way of relieving the 
estate of the late prince from this charge, I should be re- 
joiced, indeed, to see it adopted ; but the method proposed 
seems to me neither safe nor sure, and is accompanied with 
many difficulties. I believe it would be the safer course to 
allow matters to remain as they are and leave the result in 
the hands of Providence. This course would be much 
nobler and more edifying to the world than the one pro- 
posed, which would have just the contrary effect and most 
likely be misunderstood. It also seems more in harmony 
with the mind and intention of the late prince, who, having 
apparently forseen all these inconveniences, did not consider 
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it necessary to prevent them. While he lived he proved his 
willingness to bear a load of humiliation for his faults, and 
he has thought that, after his death, his children might bear 
a portion also. It pleases God sometimes to conceal many 
things from us in order to draw us more and more to cast 
ourselves upon Him in the exercise of faith. This matt^ in 
question may, with regard to yourself, be of this nature ; and 
it may be that God is making use of it for the purpose of 
strengthening your faith and confidence in Him. Individuds 
of elevated rank have so few opportunities of this nature of 
abandoning themselves to God, that when such occasions 
do present themselves, they ought to esteem them as blessed 
means which God is putting in their way, and so turn them 
to good account for their advancement in the spiritual life. 
Thus having well considered this matter before God, I can- 
not see my way to alter the judgment which I have held 
from the time the case was first proposed to me ; and at this 
moment I see nothing safer for your highness and your chil- 
dren than to follow the footsteps of the late prince by per 
severing in the spirit of poverty, and'reducing your expenses 
to the limits of necessary things, so that you may employ 
as much of your income as your are able in restitutions 
and almsgiving, which is the plan you first adopted for your 
rule in life, and which you have followed up to the present 
time. 

" I pray to God that He may so enlighten and strengthen 
you by His grace that you may know and perform in this 
matter whatever is most conformed to His holy will." 

The effect of this letter upon the mind of this truly Chris- 
tian princess was all that could be wished. It quite set her 
at rest. The specious reasons of the doctors appeared to 
her in their true light ; they were clever and exhibited much 
power of mind ; but decisions on matters of conscience so 
framed are not always in confonnity with the law of God, 
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which is the sovereign rule of the actions of men as it will 
be the judge of them^ She saw that they favoured the in- 
clinations of nature which caused her to suspect them, and 
she now foimd that they did not meet with the approbation 
of a bishop who, she well knew, was learned in that highest 
wisdom, — ^the science of the soul. His advice at once com- 
mended itself to her hearty and she decided to follow it as 
the surer and better way. Guided by the original plan for 
these restitutions, and which was thus confirmed by the 
letter of M. d'Alet, she drew up instructions for the mode in 
which the payments were to be continued, and gave them 
to those gentlemen who had been appointed to administer 
to her estate, with orders to see to their being properly 
carried out She reduced the number of her servants and 
contracted her expenses within the smallest compass, and 
wrote to M. d'Alet to give her the rules upon which he con- 
ducted his household, in order that she might adopt them 
in her own. She devoted the remainder of her life to the 
edification of the Court and of her neighbourhood, and she 
did so with success. 

Her piety, and the examples of virtue which were observed 
in her household, were the theme of general admiration. It 
is thus that a great and steadfast faith gained at last a victory 
over the world, though, for a moment, it seemed to falter 
under the weight of its opposition. How eloquent was the 
sermon which was preached to the world of Paris in her day 
by the life and example of this Christian princess ! What 
good might not be effected in the Church in our own day 
by ladies of rank and position following so edifying an 
example? 

The predilection the Princess de Conti had always felt for 
a life of retirement from the world, led her to hasten the 
completion of the affairs of business which required her pre- 
sence in Paris and her appearance at Court As soon as 
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everything was arranged, she left Paris and retired to her 
estate of Buchet, where she led a solitary life, occupied in 
prayer and works of charity. One of the first thoughts which 
entered her mind in this retreat was to consecrate herself 
to God by a vow of chastity, an idea which she had pro- 
posed to her husband at the commencement of their religious 
life. She was at this time in the prime of her age ; and to 
mental capabilities of no common order were joined those 
exterior charms of person which the world so much admires. 
She first mentioned her design to her confessor, the Abb6 
de la Vergne, in whose hands she proposed to place her 
vow ; he at once approved of it, and accepted the proposi- 
tion. All that was needed to complete this matter was the 
sanction of M. d'Alet, whom, as it has been already men- 
tioned, she always consulted upon all matters of importance. 
She wrote to him and said all she could to gain his con- 
sent. Our good bishop, however, thought otherwise. " It 
would be better," he said, in his answer to the princess, 
" to serve God with a full heart and a mind at liberty, 
than to expose yourself to the temptation of regretting the 
sacrifice you have irrevocably made, and which you may 
make with freedom daily. Besides, I do not see any neces- 
sity for it in your case. In your condition no one will press 
you into marriage, and, on your part, you have no inclina- 
tion for that state of life, but, on the contrary, a strong 
feeling against it." 

It was not all at once that the Princess de Conti became 
fully sensible of the sound wisdom of those principles upon 
which the Bishop of Alet had guided her from the time she 
turned her steps heavenward, so frequently did his direction 
run counter to her own judgment and feelings. But when 
she found by experience how wise, and good, and right were 
all his counsels, she poured out her heart to God in thank- 
fulness for the blessing he had given her in such a guide. 
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and for the grace which had enabled her to follow his direc- 
tion ; especially was she thankful that he had caused her to 
relinquish the very great desire she had entertained at the 
time of her conversion to build a Carmelite monastery at 
Pezenas, and to retire into it from the world. She felt 
assured that the course of life she had been led to adopt 
was more penitent, more edifying by its example, and more 
useful to her neighbour, and, consequently, more conformed 
to the order of God, than the life she would have led in 
seclusion from the world. There, it is true, she would have 
been free from those inquietudes and embarrassments which 
one has to encounter in the world; she would have been 
surrounded by all those many helps and appliances which 
the most regular and devout who retire from the world rarely 
fail to procure for themselves ; but the Court and the great 
world without would have lost the benefit of a great ex- 
ample. They would not have seen a princess teaching the 
women of her day, by the pattern of a pure, holy, and self- 
denying Ufe, how it is possible, in the full bloom of their 
youth and beauty, to live in the midst of a seductive world 
without following its maxims, or being defiled by its contact ; 
and how, too, while exterior beauty may attract general ad- 
miration, piety alone can win respect and esteem from those 
who are its declared enemies. 

The Princess de Conti continued, to the close of her life, 
to follow faithfully the rule of living prescribed for her by 
her spiritual director. She was regular in her attendance at 
all the services of her parish church, and was at the head of 
all the good works which were undertaken in her neighbour- 
hood. She visited the sick poor in their abodes of poverty 
and wretchedness, depriving herself of comforts that she 
might have wherewith to supply their wants. With a con- 
stitution extremely delicate, she was astonished to find how 
well she was able to endure the fatigues of these works of 
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charity, in which she declared that she found such comfort 
and delight, that in her estimation the most exalted position 
and employment the world had to offer could not be com- 
pared to them. With all this care for " the stranger," she 
took care not to neglect her own children, and, although 
she had provided them with so excellent a governor in 
M. de la Pejan, and a preceptor in the celebrated M. Lan- 
celot, she did not withhold from them a mother's care and 
attention ; she had them always near her, and they accom- 
panied her whenever she left home. 

The princess was subject to very delicate health, and she 
had frequent illnesses, to which the penitential discipline she 
practised not a little contributed. She suffered from a severe 
attack in the autumn of 1669. 

" What gives me consolation under the sad news of your 
illness," writes the bishop, in a letter addressed to her on 
this occasion, "is the Christian resignation with which 
I know you suffer this affliction ; and nothing can contribute 
more to your peace of heart and confidence in the mercy of 
God than this humble submission to His holy will under the 
pressure of those trials He is pleased to send you. The 
maladies which afflict us are a subject for our hiuniliation : 
these are necessary accompaniments of our mortality. It 
will be your duty and your comfort to abandon yourself into 
the hands of God in the frequent maladies He is pleased to 
subject you to, regarding them as so many favours from His 
hand, — ^trials by which He would purify you, and detach you 
more and more from the world and from yourself. I pray 
earnestly that He may impress these thoughts upon your 
heart, and be pleased, in His goodness, to be Himself your 
patience and your strength." 

The princess lived three years after the date of this letter, 
and entered into rest on the 4th of February, 1672, after 
receiving the last Sacraments from the cur^ of her parish. 
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On this occasion, M. d'Alet wrote as follows to the two 
princes who were thus left orphans in their early youth, ex- 
pressive of his sympathy for the loss they had sustained in 
so excellent a mother and one who had loved them so ten- 
derly. " I have thought it my duty," he writes, " to testify 
to yoiu" highnesses how deeply I feel for you in the affliction 
which the loss of so dear and so good a mother has brought 
you. Her pious care for you in every way that could con- 
tribute to your welfare made her presence indeed a blessing ; 
but there is every reason to believe that God has only taken 
her to Himself in order to place her where she will be able 
to aid you still more eflfectually. The remembrance of her 
piety will be an excellent lesson for you, and a powerful 
motive to keep you in the good way you have been taught 
to walk in ; and her example, with that of the Prince de 
Conti, your father, will always be a sufficient guide to in- 
struct you how to fulfil the duties which belong to your rank 
and to live as Christians. I pray God, with all my hearty to 
impress your mind with these thoughts, and that He may 
bestow upon you in abundance His richest blessings." 

The two young princes were very grateful for this letter, 
and in acknowledging it they besought the good bishop to 
continue to pray for them, and to give them his advice as he 
had done to their parents, and expressed their determination 
to follow their Christian example in things both great and 
small. 

The king took great compassion upon these two orphan 
princes, and sent for them to Court to be companions of the 
dauphin, who was about their own age. Their preceptors, 
Messieurs de la Fejan and C. Lancelot accompanied them, 
but they soon discovered that the strictness and regularity 
of their system of education which they pursued in the ful- 
filment of their duties towards their two young charges, 
while sufficiently respected, found no favour at the Court 
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of Louis XIV. They endeavoured faithfully to cany out 
the wishes of the late princess, their mother, and the priil- 
ciples of the Bishop of Alet in conducting the education of 
the princes, and firmly refused to bring them to the theatre. 
This opposition to the wishes of the Court led to their dis- 
missal, much to the regret of their aunt, the celebrated 
Duchess de Longueville, who had deeply at heart their 
spiritual welfare, and who, on the death of their mother, had 
taken them under her own care by the advice of the Bishop 
of Alet. They caused her much anxiety, but she had a wise 
and faithful adviser in M. d'Alet, whom she consulted on 
various occasions, not only with regard to the management 
of her nephews, but also on the subject of her own spiritual 
welfare ; and it may interest the reader to notice one letter 
which she received from the good bishop at an early period 
of her religious life, and at a time when she was in a state 
of great perplexity. 

The Duchess de Longueville was sister to the Prince of 
Cond(f, sumamed " The Great," a prince of the blood royal 
of France, and one of the ablest commanders of that age of 
great military geniuses. The bright intellect, the wit, the 
beauty and charms of manner of this haughty princess, com- 
bined to form an influence which she used in the pursuit of 
a restless ambition, and which contributed to foment those 
sanguinary struggles known as " the wars of the Fronde," 
which caused the loss of so many lives, and desolated France 
during the early years of the reign of Louis XIV. 

It pleased God, in His mercy, to touch the heart of this 
princess in the year 1659. The world, with all it had to 
offer of pleasure, of power, of influence, and fame, appeared 
to her in a new light, — that of eternity. She saw how 
hollow and deceptive were the objects she had so long pur- 
sued, and with such fatal consequences; she resolved to 
make some atonement for the past. Her first anxiety was 
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to find a holy priest, sufficiently wise and enlightened to 
direct her in spuitual things ; but she found a great difficulty 
in this. There were two parties in the Church at this time 
distinguished by the names of Molinists and Jansenists. To 
the former belonged the Jesuits, who carried with them the 
king and Court From this party she shrank with repug- 
nance, for their well known relaxed notions of morality 
made her feel that they were not the men who were likely 
to furnish her with the guidance she wanted ; on the other 
hand, she feared the displeasure of the Court if she placed 
herself under the direction of one of those who were decried 
by the term Jansenist, in whose piety and learning she had 
great confidence. These men were in great disfavour at 
Court, and were the objects of bitter persecution. In this 
dilemma she adopted a middle course, and made choice of 
an ecclesiastic who assured her he belonged to no party. 
He was a person of moderate intelligence, sincere in his pro- 
fession, but ignorant and narrow-minded, and quite unsuited 
for the duties with which she entrusted him. He advised 
her, from time to time, to withdraw for periods of a fortnight 
together into the retteat of a monastery, and to occupy her 
self in meditating upon subjects which he wrote out for her 
at length. The length and tediousness of these exercises 
produced a feeling of weariness, which prevented any good 
accruing to either the mind or the heart. After submitting 
to this trial for a period of two years, and having lost con- 
fidence in her director, from whom she had received no real 
assistance, she took advantage of an opportunity which 
offered for an interview with M. Singlin, the confessor to 
Port Royal des Champs. From the first moment of their 
conversation she recognized the guide she so much needed, — 
one whose evident acquaintance with the things of God and 
knowledge of the human heart at once recommended him to 
her confidence, and she opened out her heart to him. The 
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result of a second interview determined her to choose him 
for her director. She consulted M. d'Alet on the subject, 
who approved of her choice, and at the same time replied 
at length to an important question which she submitted to 
him on the same occasion, viz. : — "Whether it would be 
doing wrong to forbear on some occasions following the 
guidance of a director possessing (it is believed) the neces- 
sary qualifications for discharging the duties of his office." 

" We must distinguish," said our prelate, in repl)dng to 
this question, " between two kinds of knowledge requisite 
for a guide of souls to possess to qualify him for this most 
important duty. The first has an external relation, and pro- 
ceeds from a thorough acquaintance with holy doctrine and 
the rules of the Church, and their right application to the 
various difficulties of consciences. The second has to do 
with the inmost recesses of the human heart, and consists in 
the discernment which enables a director to imderstand the 
interior state of the soul, combined with the wisdom to apply 
prudent and suitable remedies for all its various needs. 
When a difficulty arises which requires for its remedy an ap- 
peal to the first kind of knowledge, it is quite allowable, 
without violating the obedience we owe to our director, to 
prefer the advice of persons who possess this knowledge ia 
a more eminent degree; but when the difficulty is of the 
second kind, and has reference to the interior state of the 
soul, including the various dispositions of the mind, the feel- 
ings of the heart, and the inspirations and temptations which 
occur to them, in such a case, it would seem right that de- 
ference and submission should be paid to the counsels of 
the director, rather than to the bent of our own impulses, 
especially when we have fully acquainted him with the 
matter, and also to prefer his judgment to that of the most 
learned individuals ; for we may fairly presume that, having 
a vocation for this direction, it would please God to bestow 
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upon him the necessary light and grace in a more abundant 
measure than upon those whom He has not so called to this 
special function." 

The Duchess de Longueville continued to correspond 
with the Bishop of Alet until her death, which took place in 
the month of April, 1679. 




CHAPTER XX. 

The general esteem felt for M. d'Alet in France and other countries— extracts 
from the letters of various dignitaries of the Church on this subject — ^Ma- 
riolatry in France — plan proposed by M. d*Alet to check this growing evil — 
letter to M. Ragot, Promoteur of Alet, on his retirement — ^M. Hardy retires 
into the Monastery of La Trappe. 

t 

HE reputation of the Bishop of Alet spread far 
and wide. Accounts of his tinwearied labours, 
his sanctity, and wisdom, were circulated 
throughout all France and even in foreign 
countries, and crowds of persons of all ranks and states of 
life were attracted to the episcopal town of Alet to see the 
man whose name was in every mouth, and to be eye- 
witnesses of the marvels which he was reported to have 
accomplished. Those who could not come wrote to him. 
It would weary the reader, and expand this work to un- 
reasonable dimensions, to give anything like a full accoimt 
of the communication by letter which the subject of our 
memoir received from time to time from all parts of France, 
and the replies which he made to them. 

A few extracts from the letters of some of his principle 
correspondents may suffice to show in what estimation this 
excellent prelate was held by the leading dignitaries of the 
Church in his day. 

" I have no greater joy," writes Cardinal Grimaldi, Arch- 
bishop of Aix, " than to receive your letter, and my esteem 
for your virtues will not permit me delaying to express to 
you my thanks for the work you have accomplished. My 
mind has long been engaged with the idea of the re-estab- 
lishment and maintenance of Church discipline, and I pray 
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you to communicate to me the thoughts which it has pleased 
God to put into your mind on this subject, and I ask also 
your advice that I may engage also in this work with 



success." 



" I shall shortly be in your neighbourhood," writes M. de 
Grignan, Archbishop of Aries, " and shall not fail to visit 
you, for I long to converse with you, and to profit by 
your example, and have the benefit of your wisdom and 
counsel." 

M. de Harlai, Archbishop of Rouen, afterwards translated 
to the Metropolitan See of Paris, thus writes : — " 'J'hc repu- 
tation of your good work has reached us here and roused us 
up to follow your example. I must tell you that the force of 
your example has stirred me to undertake great designs for 
the glory of our Lx)rd and the good of His Church. Should 
I ever have the happiness of seeing you, I shall ask you to 
tell me what remedies you would advise for the unhappy 
state of irreligion that prevails at the present time through- 
out France. God has not so abandoned us but that He lias 
raised up, from time to time, prelates whose lives and labours 
have been a preservative of the Truth amid abounding errors. 
Would that I had the wings of a dove that I might come 
and hear you speak upon a subject of such deep importance. 
I must wait until it shall please God to detach you from 
your dwelling and bring you to the capital, where we shall 
have the opportunity of listening to your instructions upon 
the purity of doctrine and priestly discipline." 

M. de Perefix, Archbishop of Rhodes, and subsequently 
of Paris, always entertained a sincere respect for M. d'Alet, 
and on various occasions defended him at Court when his 
diaracter was aspersed before the king by the false reports 
and calumnies which the enemies of religion never ceased to 
launch against him, " I have always," writes this prelate, 

consdered >L d*Alet as the perfecticHi of benevokaoce, of 
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gentleness, and goodness, and, as to doctrine, never other- 
wise than truly orthodox." In another letter, alludmg to 
the complaints made against him to the king by a party of 
Jthe gentlemen of the diocese of Alet, he adds, " that the 
reply which his majesty made to them was that he could not 
believe that so good a man as the Bishop of Alet could pos- 
sibly be guilty of the things imputed to him." He strongly, 
however, advised M. d'Alet to make a journey to Paris, 
a measure which he considered necessary for his interest 
and for the safety of his reputation. But our good bishop 
believed, on the contrary, that a continuous residence in his 
own diocese, and a constant application to the work of 
maintaining the discipline he had revived in it, and which 
might suffer in his absence, was the best means of preserving 
a reputation which he looked upon as less his own than the 
Church's property. He considered, therefore, that it would 
be quite sufficient to lay the simple facts of the case in 
writing before the king, in order to dissipate the dark clouds 
that calumny had collected, and to obtain justice. This 
was the course he adopted, and it was successful. 

"I am astonished," wrote M. de Sanguin, Bishop of 
Senlis, " at the number of laborious works which you have 
undertaken in your diocese. They seem to me to be as 
much as five or six ordinary men would be able to accom- 
plish. The submission and docility of your clergy are 
wonderful, but not less so, to my mind, than your own 
labours and instructions. I hope that your prayers may 
obtain for me the grace to share in the same spirit of zeal 
and activity." 

M. Fenoillet, Bishop of Montpellier, wrote from Paris, 
"the marvels which God is working by the ministry, the 
assiduity, and the labours of the Bishop of Alet, are the sub- 
ject of general conversation." 

The celebrated M. Godeau, Bishop of Grasse, in a letter 
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written 31st of May, 1646, expressed the great desire he felt 
to make a journey to Alet to spend a considerable time 
there for spiritual renewal, to open his heart to our good 
bishop, and profit by his example; and that nothing gave 
him greater consolation than the accounts which reached 
him of the wisdom, the zeal, the gentleness, the evangelical 
simplicity of the Bishop of Alet, and the plenitude of the 
episcopal spirit which our Lord had bestowed upon him. 

The numerous letters from bishops, written on the occa- 
sion of the serious illness of M. d'Alet, testify the high esti- 
mation in which he was held. In many dioceses, public 
prayers were offered for his recovery. 

" Your wisdom," writes M. de S^vin, Bishop of Sarlat, " is 
a precious treasure in the Church ; we must do all we can 
to preserve it." 

M. de Lodev^ despatched a courier to Alet expressly to 
enquire after the health of M. d'Alet. " I feel so deeply," 
he writes, "the loss the Church will sustain, should it please 
God to take you to Himself, that I cannot rest until I have 
some certain tidings of your state. Great, indeed; would 
the loss of so bright an example be to the negligent ones 
such as I am, for, indeed, I know of no other so capable of 
rousing us to exertion." 

Between M. de Comminges and M. d'Alet an intimate 
friendship existed. The translation of the former prelate to 
the See of Toumai did not interrupt it, notwithstanding the 
strong disapproval which the Bishop of Alet entertained for 
these changes (prohibited by the ancient canons) except in 
those rare cases when the needs of the Church seem to re- 
quire them. In the correspondence which took place be- 
tween these two prelates, among the subjects upon which 
they interchanged their thoughts, was that of the Mariolatry 
of the day, and which arose from the following incident : — 
Some time after M. de Choiseuil, Bishop of Comminges, had 
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taken possession of his new diocese of Toumai, a work 
issued from the press entitled "Salutary counsels from the 
Holy Virgin to her indiscreet devotees." M. de .Choiseuil 
read it, and it met with his approbation ; it was received in 
a different spirit by the monastic bodies in the diocese and 
by several of the clergy ; they were indignant, and between 
them and the bishop a difference arose on the subject. The 
bishop wrote an excellent pastoral letter, which he published, 
and in which he undertook the defence of the book, and, to 
give more weight to his support of this object, he proposed 
to the Bishop of Alet to lend his influence by publishing the 
the pastoral letter in the diocese of Alet. 

The Bishop of Alet, wise and prudent in all his proceed- 
ings, as he was zealous in the defence of solid piety against 
the abuses which disfigure it, did not think it judicious to 
publish his friend's pastoral in the diocese of Alet, but, at 
the same time, fully sensible of the importance of the subject, 
and to the increasing danger which threatened the Christian 
religion from the pervading idolatry, unknown in the purer 
ages of the Church, he suggested a plan which he considered 
better adapted to attain the desired end, and which he con- 
veyed in the following letter to the learned doctor who had 
written to him on the subject : — 

" I accept, very heartily, the proposition you make to me 
to take part in the defence of the pastoral letter of M. de 
Toumai, touching the little book entitled * Salutary counsels 
from the Holy Virgin to her indiscreet devotees.* Your 
reasons appear to me to be very substantial and good, and 
confirm the opinion I have long held, that the bishops have 
a special duty to perform in this matter, and to do all they 
can both to remedy the evil that at present exists, and to 
prevent what it is to be feared it may grow to. All we have 
then to do, is to agree upon the best means to adopt, and 
how to put the same in practice. In the plan you propose, 
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I find some difficulty for reasons specially connected with 
the state of my diocese, for there would be some incon- 
venience, it seems to me, in publishing the letter of M. de 
Toumai, and to recommend it to the clergy and people of 
the diocese of AJet by an episcopal ordinance. The abuses 
which the letter treats of do not exist in this diocese, or, if 
they do, they are not known; it would, therefore, be to 
apply a remedy where there appeared to be no disease. 
Besides which, this letter being somewhat lengthy, and 
touching upon various points of doctrine in a learned and 
theological manner, is above the capacity of my people 
generally, and, indeed, of several of my clergy also. It is, 
too, an extraordinary letter, and on that account there is 
some reason to apprehend the danger of a commotion being 
excited by it about matters which are quite set at rest with 
us ; it might, also, occasion scruples of conscience and give 
trouble to the weak-minded and less instructed among our 
people. For these reasons I should be glad if some other 
expedient could be devised free from these difficulties which 
have reference to my own diocese, and very probably to 
some others also. I will propose a plan which I have 
thought of and which seems less objectionable, and it is 
one that has already been adopted on similar occasions. It 
is that the little work in question be printed, together with 
the author's explanation, giving the reasons for its appear- 
ance, and with the pastoral letter of M. de Toumai, and 
that the book composed of these three pieces be prefaced 
with the approbation of a considerable number of prelates. 
My reasons for recommending these three pieces to be pub- 
lished under one cover is that they mutually explain each 
other ; also the pastoral letter of M. de Toumai, being an 
official act, and having been published in his diocese, ought 
not to be dealt with in this manner if published separately ; 
but if joined with the other two pieces, to which it refers, it 
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of piety ; and this is what I told you myself at Pezenas 
before your departure, and which led me to think seriously 
about you. I feel I cannot join in the opinion of M. de 
Toumai in this matter. Thirdly. You have not only 
laboured successfully for yourself here, but it has pleased 
God to make the talents he has given you instrumental in 
the work of reviving Church discipline in the diocese, and 
this you have happily accomplished in face of great obstacles 
placed in the way by all classes of people. But this reform, 
which is indeed great, is, nevertheless, only in its infancy; 
and, so far is it from being established, that, unless main- 
tained by incessant care and watching, it is to be feared we 
may fall back into the old state again, if not into something 
worse. And truth obliges me to say that you, of all others, 
are the most capable of contributing to the permanency of 
the work already accomplished. For these reasons it has 
pleased God to make use of you to revive this discipline; 
we believe, therefore. He requires you to aid in maintaining 
it. Fourthly. You have gained the confidence of the people, 
and this gives you an authority and influence in the diocese 
which will render it easy for you to do what no one else 
could. So great is the scarcity of sincere and earnest 
labourers. in the Lord's vineyard in the present day that the 
Church knows not where to find them. Fifthly. Your en- 
gagement binds you to this employment, and you should 
fear that God may call you to account, not only for the 
good you might have done, but also for the evil which may 
follow from your departure. Sixthly. There is still another 
reason to consider, and it is one of no little importance. It 
is to be feared that your retirement at this juncture may do 
much harm in the diocese. I judge from the effects of the 
departure of M. Hardy, which has disturbed many persons 
and exposed them to the strong temptation of beUeving that 
they could do more good elsewhere, so that if you leave 
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US it will again unsettle them and may renew their tempta- 
tions. You may judge from this into what trouble and per- 
plexity we shall be thrown." 

With reference to the asthmatical attacks M. Ragot was 
subject to, M. d'Alet proposed to place him in the milder 
locality of St. Paul, and offered him a professorship in con- 
nection with that city. "It may be said," added our 
prelate, " that the work which yet remains to be done here 
is of small importance, and what there is to be done else- 
where is so considerable, that this consideration, taking also 
into account your malady, which you think unfits you for 
this rigorous climate, determines your choice. But, besides 
what I have already said, let me also add, that the good 
which may be done here is very certain, and what you pro- 
pose is very uncertain, and, indeed, little probable. You 
may convince yourself of this if you will consider that to 
accomplish what we have done here has consumed the pains 
and labours of twenty-five years of residence and incessant 
toiL I beg of you, therefore, my dear friend, not to be pre- 
judiced in favour of the change you contemplate ; it is 
a matter of the last importance, not only as effecting your 
own well-being, but that of many other persons. It is 
a dangerous thing to quit the line of our vocation, and very 
solenm are the warnings in Holy Scripture against doing so, 
and this should be sufficient to cause us to reflect well before 
exposing ourselves to regrets and repentance. After all, my 
dear friend, you know that nothing is more foreign to my 
mind and conduct than to dominate over others ; my con- 
science does not reproach me with having treated with harsh 
authority the souls it has pleased God to confide to me. 
Still less would I act authoritatively with you. * I speak not 
by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of 
others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.' (2 Cor. 
viii. 8.) I leave you entire liberty to act as you think best. 
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My only reason for delaying to respond to your request was 
that I might open my heart to you, and make you feel that 
I love you in the bowels of Jesus Christ as my brother and 
my son, assuring you that my regard for you will always be 
full of affection and tenderness." 

The individual mentioned in the foregoing letter, whose 
departure from Alet had exercised so prejudicial an influence 
on many of the other workers in that diocese, was M. Hardy, 
a sincere and holy man, and a very valuable help to M. d'Alet 
He belonged to Paris, and was nephew to the famous 
Voiture ; his piety led him, in company with several other 
ecclesiastics, to Alet, with the design of placing themselves 
under the spiritual direction of the bishop. It transpired 
that M. Hardy and some other of his companions had taken 
a vow in early youth to embrace the monastic life. Our 
worthy bishop, who perceived in them the talents and quali- 
fications for serving the Church actively and usefully as 
parish priests, considered it his duty to demand a dispensa- 
tion from these vows from the Pope, that the Church might 
not be deprived of their services. Accordingly, he wrote to 
Pope Alexander VH. in the year 1662, as follows : — 

" In the present great need of earnest labourers in the 
Church, I am of opinion that when we meet with individuals 
capable of fulfilling ecclesiastical duties worthily, and who, 
far from entering upon so holy a calling from any temporal 
motives, or with a view to the possession of some benefice, 
are willing to endure a poor lot, if need require, in the 
service of Christ, that such persons may well be absolved 
from any vows or engagem«nts which they have formerly 
contracted, and which may oppose an obstacle to this calling, 
for they 'will be serving the Church far more usefully by 
entering its ministry than in the retirement of the monastery. 
This has been ever the mind and feeling of the Church, that 
its true interests should be preferred before vows and obli- 
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gations of this description. It is this consideration which 
has led me, very holy father, to write to your holiness to 
pra^ you to accord to these persons and to myself the dis- 
pensation they desire. Besides this advantage to the Church 
which leads me to ask this grace from your holiness, the 
delicacy of their health would be a sufficient cause to apply 
for it, for there is great reason to fear that unless they take 
the greatest care of themselves they will be unable to endure 
the fatigues of work." 

The dispensation was granted, and M. Hardy, whose con- 
scientiousness would not permit him to avail himself of the 
remission of the voluntary poverty which a monastic life 
would have obliged him to undergo, resolved in attaching 
himself to the church of Alet to place all his property in the 
hands of our holy bishop. 

" It is no longer my own," said he, in a letter to the Arch- 
deacon of Alet ; " when my lord bishop in his charity took 
me under his care, he took also what belonged to me. You 
have, therefore, only to tell me the use you think it best for 
me to apply it to, and I hope, by God's grace, I shall faith- 
fully perform it." M. d'Alet himself replied to this propo- 
sition. "It is sufficient," he said, "that you possess the 
disposition of mind your letter expresses, to give you the 
merit before God of an entire surrender of your property. 
You will add to this virtue that of obedience by retaining 
the management of it yourself. It is right that the pastor 
should precede his flock. Happy would it be did no worse 
differences arise between bishops and their clergy." 

M. Hardy was placed in charge of the seminary of Alet, 
and occupied besides an important office in that Church 
until the year 1669, when he suddenly resigned both em- 
plo)maents to become a monk of La Trappe, under the 
famous Abb^ de Ranc^, who had lately established a reform 
in that monastery. He left Alet without communicating his 
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intention'to anyone, and performed the journey to La Trappe 
on foot in the most rigorous season of the year. He left 
behind a letter for the bishop explaining his reasons for the 
step he had taken, and that his mind and conscience would 
give him no rest until he had done so. He also forbore to 
give the bishop any clue to his destination until he had 
entered upon his novitiate. 

M. d'Alet, deeply afflicted to see a priest who had 
laboured so usefully and successfully buried in the depths 
of a monastery, used all his endeavours to draw him back 
again. In a letter|^which he wrote to him, he pointed out 
to him the clear indications of his calling to the ministry in 
the Church of Alet, and the uncertainty of the one which he 
believed he possessed for the monastic state. He showed 
him that the opposition and contradictions which he had to 
encounter in the exercise of his ministry, and which he so 
much complained of, were far more efficacious for his 
spiritual progress in a Hfe of holiness, when patiently en- 
dured for God, than the sweetness and peace which may be 
found in a life of tranquil piety. " It often happens," he 
added, " that, in order to avoid the contradictions and hos- 
tility which are so repugnant to our natural feelings, our 
self-love and pride dispose us to suffer, instead of them, 
others less opposed to our natural inclinations; and since 
interior mortifications and abnegation of self are the sure 
way of Christian peace, it would appear that we ought rather 
to distrust that tranquillity of mind we may obtain in retire- 
ment when we have withdrawn into it only for the purpose 
of escaping from the thorns of a state of life to which we 
have been called by the Church, and which would expose 
us to the criticisms, the contempt, and contradictions of 
men." 

These charitable remonstrances were unavailing; the 
csire for a life of seclusion and of penitential discipline 
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rose above his attachment to M. d'Alet, and prevailed over 
the sound reasoning and advice with which this worthy 
prelate sought to retain him in what he considered to be his 
true vocation. He made his will by which he left a sum of 
eight hundred livres to the Church of Alet, and entered the 
monastery of La Trappe, where he lived for five or six years, 
and died there in the beginning of the year 1675. 

In a work published by the celebrated reformer of this 
monastery is found an account of the last hours of M. Hardy, 
and of several other of the pious inmates of this far-famed 
community. 




CHAPTER XXI. 

Counsel given by M. d'Alet to M. Gourdan — ^many of the Clergy and Laity, 
in all ranks and estates of life, consult him about their spiritual conoems — 
many undertake the journey to Alet to obtain a personal iutenriew — ^letter 
of advice to a Dean — ^another to an Archdeacon — dissuades a zealous Priest 
from his intention of commencing a new Religious Order — his reasons for 
so doing — the Port Royalists. 

T was a maxim with M. d*Alet, and one he 
strenuously maintained with those who placed 
their confidence in him, never to give his con- 
sent to their departure from their proper call- 
ing. Faithful to the rule of the holy apostle, — " Brethren, 
let every man wherein he is called, therein abide with God," 
(i Cor. vii. 24) — he yielded only when the clear indications 
of Providence constrained him to deviate from this principle. 
Experience had taught him how much the natural incon- 
stancy of the heart of man disposed him to restlessness and 
change, and subjected him to be deceived by hopes of a 
greater perfection, or some great good to be accomplished 
in a change of scene or circumstances. 

Acting upon this principle, he dissuaded M. Gourdan 
from following the course taken by M. Hardy, and, in this 
case, he was more successful. M. Gourdan was a canon re- 
gular of St. Victor, of Paris. The fame of the monastery 
of La Trappe, and the wonderful reform which had been 
accomplished in it by the Abb^ de Ranc^, attracted, every 
year, a stream of visitors to witness the edifying spectacle of 
;fc dftvout and mortified occupants. M. Gourdan visited it 
hers. Dom le Nain, the Prior of La Trappe, his 
and co-brother, solicited M. Gourdan to join 
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their fraternity, and to his entreaties were added those of 
the abb^ himself. The counsels of M. d'Alet, however, 
happily prevailed over the fascinations of this singular re- 
treat. The advice of our good bishop was equally success- 
ful in the case of a canonicate which was subsequently 
offered to M. Gourdan, by the Bishop of Pamiers, who urged 
him to come and strengthen his hands in maintaining the 
reform of his cathedral and chapter, which was composed of 
canons regular of St. Augustine. The relaxation of discipline 
in the Abbey of St. Victor, being the prime reason given by 
M. Gourdan for his wish to leave it, M. d'Alet counselled 
him to remain in that community where God had placed 
him, since he did not himself participate in the declension 
of which he so much complained. He represented to him 
how great an assistance his example would be to those of 
his brethren who had some desire for better things, and that 
it would operate as a reproof to others which would in the 
«nd work for their good to edification. M. Gourdan fol- 
lowed this advice ; he passed the rest of his life in the 
Abbey of St. Victor, an edifying example to all its members. 
So great was the number of individuals who wrote to 
M. d'Alet about their spiritual concerns, that it seems 
almost incredible how he could have attended as he did to 
such an addition to his episcopal duties. Persons of all 
ranks in Church and State unburdened themselves to him 
without reserve, and consulted him on matters of highest im- 
portance ; and he made it a duty always to respond to these 
applications, although the writers were personally unknown 
to him. Their letters, many of which have been preserved, 
bear testimony to the deep veneration in which this good 
bishop was universally held, and to the entire submission 
which was given to his counsels, and to the deep impression 
which they made on those who obtained them. We have 
already seen how the most eminent in the ranks of the clei| 
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consulted him in their difficulties. They esteemed him for 
his great natural gifts, but much more for that depth of light 
and wisdom with which it pleases God to endow thosen 
men whom He specially, calls to enlighten the Church. 

During the latter years of the life of M. d'Alet a new 
translation of the Holy Scriptures was undertaken by 
M. de Saci, Confessor of Port Royal, in conjunction with 
one or two other individuals of that illustrious community^ 
esteemed both for the piety of its members and for ,their 
brilliant talents and extensive learning. Th4 Bible of 
M. de Saci, originally printed in thirty-two volumes, and 
embracing a commentary drawn chiefly from the writings of 
the early Greek and Latin Fathers, may justly be considered 
as one of the most valuable contributions with which the 
Church has been enriched in any age. The translation of 
itself has been considered, above all others, not excepting 
our own admirable one, as the most excellent It may not, 
perhaps, be generally known, that the British and' Foreign 
Bible Society have adopted this translation for their. French 
version. ■■••,''■ 

"Often would I have done mjrself the honour of writing 
to you," says M. de Saci, in his letter to the Bishop of Alet, 
of the 17th of January, 1673, "had not the veneration 
which God has given me for your wisdom and piety, and 
also the great advantage I should derive from your help, 
been outweighed by the thought that every moment of your 
time is very precious, and devoted to occupations of such 
importance, that I have waited until it has pleased God to 
send a special occasion, which has decided me to ask your 
advice." 

The letter then speaks of the Books of Ecclesiastes and 
The Wisdom, copies of which M. de Saci had forwarded to 
the Bishop of Alet, expressing his regret that he had not 
been able to communicate with him respecting these two 
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works as he had done with the book of Proverbs. He con- 
cludes by asking his advice with reference to a proposition 
made to him by the Duke de Montausier, governor to the 
dauphin, to write the life of Saint Louis as a model for the 
conduct of this young prince. He confesses with great sim- 
plicity the difficulties which stood in the way, both of under- 
taking the work on the one hand, and on the other of 
declining it. "I leave you," said he, "to decide in this 
affair, and I will receive your advice as the order of Pro- 
vidence. I hope that if you engage me to undertake it, you 
will have the goodness to obtain for me, by your prayers, 
the needful grace to fulfil it." 

Many who preferred rather to see and speak with 
M. d'Alet than to write to him, undertook the voyage 
to Alet, and scarcely a month passed away that did not 
bring visitors to that remote comer of France. 

A dean and professor of theology at Senlis complained 
to him, that during the thirty years he had exercised his 
ministry, to which he had been legitimately called, he had 
not enjoyed thirty days of peace, unction, or liberty, and he 
feared that the fruit attributed to his labours was the result 
of an exterior grace beneficial to others and useless to him- 
self; that among the individuals composing his chapter, dis- 
orders prevailed which he could not hinder, such as lawsuits, 
contentions, and jealousies ; and that having refiised to sign 
the censure of M. Amauld, doctor of the Sorbonne, no one 
would attend his leotures, — even his bishop was against him. 
Under such circumstances he asked counsel of M. d'Alet, 
hoping that he would sanction his wish to be relieved of so 
insupportable a yoke, and to devote himself to literary 
composition in writing works for <he benefit of the 
Church. 

M. d'Alet replied that it was his duty to give his theolo- 
gical lectures under any circumstances, and that his teachii 

s 
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should be of a kind more familiar and more proportioned to 
the capacities of his hearers in accordance with the example 
of our Lord — " And with many such parables spake He the 
word unto them as they were able to hear it." (S. Mark 
4. xxxiii.) That it was also incumbent upon him, as dean, 
to give his assiduous attention to the decent performance of 
the public services of the Church, and that he should dili- 
gently chant the offices as the Council of Trent directed; 
and that, if his application to study was incompatible with 
these two duties, which were indispensable, he should study 
less. That he should do all in his power, as cur^, to per- 
form with fidelity his parochial duties in spite of the opposi- 
tion of his chapter by praying to God to bless his labours 
and his efforts and then rest in peace ; for though God, in-* 
deed, requires of us to be our brother's keeper, He does not 
demand of us to effect their cure. " Curam exigit noju cura- 
tionem." 

To an archdeacon who consulted him in his difficulties 
he gave like excellent advice. " The spirit of poverty 
and disinterestedness," wrote M. d'Alet, "are essential to 
everyone who enters the ministry, since, on receiving Orders, 
he makes a solemn profession of it, when repeating in the 
Office these words, * Dominus pars haereditatis me«' — ^The 
Lord is my heritage ; and that this spirit of renunciation of 
the world and self ought to increase in proportion as the 
minister of Christ advances in the orders and degrees of the 
Christian ministry." " As a beneficed clergyman," said he, 
" your responsibilities on this head are still more imperative, 
for the constant doctrine of the Church has ever been that 
the occupier of a benefice ought only to reserve for himself 
out of its revenues what is sufficient for a plain subsistence, 
and to dispense the rest for the relief of the poor and the 
needs of tlie Church, and /haf, too, notwithstanding the re- 
laxation which has taken place in Christian life and prac- 
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tice in modem times in favour of avarice and cupidity. 
The rank you hold in the Church as archdeacon," con- 
tinued M. d'Alet, "brings mth it the obligation to fulfil 
the essential duties of the first deacons in the Christian 
Church, and of all those who have succeeded to this 
OflSce, to dispense the goods and treasures of the Church, 
and to be faithful in this administration at the peril of their 
lives." 

The feeling of M. d'Alet with respest to the state of 
monastic life in France in his day may be gathered from 
his answer to a worthy cur^, whose zeal for Christian per- 
fection, and his love for a life of strict discipline, had filled 
his mind with a profound veneration for the ancient Ceno- 
bites, who divided their time between prayer and manual 
labour, deriving from the latter occupation a sufficiency 
for their own subsistence, and for the relief of the poor 
around them. Strongly impressed with the great examples 
of those pious solitaries, he had composed a new monastic 
rule, and sent it to M. d'Alet for his opinion, and he soon 
after set out for Alet to see our prelate, and communicated 
to him his project for reviving this institution and entering 
it himself. 

M. d'Alet endeavoured to impress upon this zealous c\it6 
how little the pressing needs of the Church were met by in- 
creasing the number of religious orders already super- 
abundant. " Far more to the purpose," said he, " would 
it be to cut down the number of these orders than to in- 
crease them, and this would soon be effected if the members 
of these communities could be brought to partake again of 
the first spirit of their institution, and to follow literally and 
faithfully the rules of their first founders ; if this were done 
the Church would indeed be edified." These judicious re- 
monstrances made a favourable impression on the mind of 
the cur^, and although his project had received the appr«"*»^ 

s 2 
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of Pope Innocent X., he submitted to the-. judgment of 
M. d'Alet and abandoned it. 

By none was the Bishop of Alet more loved and esteemed 
than by the Port RoyaHsts. This rehgious society, whiclx 
was formed in the bosom of the Catholic Church of France, 
arose in the middle of the seventeenth century. In its ranks 
were numbered those eminent men who, by the elegance of 
their writings, contributed to raise the French language to 
a degree of excellence never previously attained, conferring 
a new lustre upon the age in which they flourished. Fore- 
most in this little company of highly gifted minds are names 
whose renown has spread beyond the limits of their own 
country, and whose writings have attained a world-wide 
celebrity. The educational works of Lancelot and Amauld, 
the ancient history of the pious Rollin, the learned and ac- 
curate researches of the Church historian Tillemont, the 
ecclesiastical writings of Fleury and Racine, the institutes 
of Duguet, the tragedies of Racine, the provincial letters 
and thoughts of Pascal, the moral essays of Nicole, the 
Testament of Quesnel, and the Bible of Saci, have received 
in our own country a high tribute of commendation. But 
though brilliant, indeed, are the literary and historical pro- 
ductions of the Port Royalists, it is in their religious and 
biographical writings, which are least known, that their real 
value lies, and in which are embalmed the spirit of their 
holy lives, evangelical labours, and deep Christian teaching. 
In a dark and godless period they revived and taught the 
doctrine of justification by faith in the alone merits of our 
crucified Redeemer, they laboured for the conversion of 
sinners, commenced the first Bible society, and zealously 
engaged in the universal dissemination of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. This is the reason why they so loved and esteemed 
*-^e Bishop of Alet, in whose enlightened piety and compre- 
ve teaching they discerned a kindred spirit. Several 
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of the Port Royalists made a special journey to Alet ex- 
pressly to see and converse with him ; among their number 
were the famous M. Nicole, C. Lancelot, and Hamon, the 
physician. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

TTic New Casuists — the Provincial letters of Pascal — ^the book entitled ** The 
Apology for the Casuists" — letter of M. d*Alet to the Pope — fiVe Bis&ops 
raeet at Alet to examine '* The Apolojjy" — they draw up sl candemaatioo 
of its doctrines. 

HE darkness of that period of practical infidelity 
which overspread France in the seventeenth 
century was deepened by the publications of a 
class of writers belonging to the society of the 
Jesuits who poured forth a stream of pernicious litemtftre 
inculcating doctrines which cut asunder the restraints of 
God's holy laws, and gave unrestrained licence to the evil 
passions of human nature. Long had M. d'Alet beheld 
with grief the sad effects of these works of the New Casuists 
as they were termed, when, in the year 1656, the famous 
provincial letters of Pascal made their appearance. Never 
had the cause of Truth a more brilliant advocate. To these 
corrupters of Christian morals it dealt a blow from which 
they never recovered. Great was the joy of our good pre- 
late when he read these famous letters. He thanked God 
from his heart that He had raised up for the succour of the 
Church a man of such ability to dissipate the thick clouds 
which had so long obscured the light of the holy Gospel, by 
displaying in the light of day the monstrous principles of 
these masters of antichristian doctrine and of arousing the 
people of France from their lethargy by the elevation of his 
genius, the solidity of his reasoning, the delicacy of his lan- 
guage, and the grace and elegance with which every subject 
was treated that occupied his pen. M. d'Alet rejoiced .in 
the new light that had arisen, and considered that advantage 
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should be taken of the opportunity to lend ecclesiastical 
authority to this defence of the Truth, and to help in the 
destruction of those pernicious doctrines which, said he, in 
place of attacking the passions of men by the law of God, 
bends the law of God to comply with the passions of men. 
A book whidi soon after made its appearance, entitled, 
" The Apology for the Casuists," and which reproduced in 
all their horrors the evil principles of the works it undertook 
to defend, convinced M. d*Alet that no time was to be lost, 
«id he at once wrote a letter to Pope Alexander VII. to in- 
fonn him of the increasing dangers to which the Christian 
religion was exposed in France. " The doctrines of salva- 
tion," wrote M. d'Alet, "comprehending the purity and 
integrity of the Christian faith, and the conformity of Chris- 
tian life and practice to the holy rules of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, have never been exposed to more violent 
attacks by the temptation of the devil, the natural corrup- 
tion of the human heart, and the malice of men, than at the 
present moment by the erroneous teaching of the Casuists. 
According to their view, it is no longer necessary to adhere 
to the doctrines of the holy Gospel or pay any regard to the 
Authority of the Church, the pillar and ground of the Truth ; 
all that is required according to their notions being, to know 
how to direct the intention and to follow a probability." 
" Hitherto," said he, " the teaching of error had proceeded 
from men who had abandoned the Church, but now we 
have the grief to witness the most erroneous doctrines 
taught by the ministers of our altars, and defended by apolo- 
gies published in the face of day, to the great scandal of the 
whole Church, and what is the sad result ? — concupiscence 
is re-inflamed, remorse of conscience extinguished, the 
virtues are stifled, darkness is put for light, and error sits 
upon the throne of Truth." " It is true," said he, " that all 
this does not appear superficially in the books of the 



264 NICHOLAS PAVILIjOIC. 



Casuists, who have concealed their errors under the appear* 
ance of truth ; but on a deeper examination the pokon is 
easily discovered. Strange, indeed, is the Kghtness and 
temerity with which these new doctors decide between 
mortal and venial sins, very diflferent to the mind of Saint 
Thomas, who, speaking on this subject, after Saint Augus- 
tine, says, ^Difficillimum invenire periculosum definere'*-i- 
Nothing is more difficult than to judge this, nothing iSnore 
dangerous than to define it. For this reason it is that thbse 
matters have always hitherto been reserved for the decidon 
of the bishops after conferring with the priests, and theft 
only defined in provincial councils for the greater precau- 
tion. But now the most insignificant Casuist, with a shame- 
less audacity, demands belief in his simple word and pre- 
tended authority, when all the ancient fathers have ever 
rested their opinions upon the principles of the eternal laws 
of God and the rules of the holy Gospel. The principles of 
these writers are absolutely subversive of all laws both 
Divine and human ; those who embrace them are led to 
abandon the restraints of religion, and follow no other gtude 
than their own imagination, in embracing as they please an 
opinion more or less probable. If a bishop or any other 
spiritual guide mise his voice against them, they are 
accused of ignorance and incompetency* They go so &r 
as to assert that these various opinions of the Casuists are 
so many means of faciUtating the way to heaven, contrary 
to the word of our Lord, who has told us that there is but 
one way thither, and that it is a narrow one^ and to enter 
upon it requires the greatest efforts. These doctrines of 
the Casuists are naturally pleasing to men who love dark- 
ness rather than light" M. d'Alet concluded his letter to 
the Pope by saying that the bishops of France who inherited 
the zesd of the Fathers of the Second Council of Chalons sur 
Saone, and the Sixth Council of Paris, which was convened 
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to condemn catain writings on the subject of penitence, full 
of error, were resolved to tmite in condemning these evil 
doctrines summed up in the detestable book which had 
lately been published under the title of " The Apology." 
■ M. de Chosieul, Bishop of Comminges, sharing in the 
alarm which the spread of these doctrines was creating in 
the minds of all good men, proposed to M. d*Alet the idea 
of drawing up a formal condemnation of the book entitled 
:" The Apology for the Casuists," and, in order to give this 
idenunciation additional weight and solemnity, he proposed 
to associate with them in this proceeding the Bishops of 
Pamiers, Couserans, and Bazas. This was carried into 
effect, and the five bishops all met together at Alet in the 
•month of October, 1658, to make a careful examination of 
the book in question, and agree upon the terms of a formal 
<3eDsiire» 

:,> They began by making a retreat together which lasted for 
ffieveral days, and by prayer and meditation they sought the 
<netdful grace and wisdom to deal with a subject of such im- 
portance. The book was then read and re-read, and, after 
/undergoing a careful examination, a summary of its doc- 
trines .was drawn up, which were pronounced felse, precipi- 
tate, /scandalous, and calculated to corrupt the manners and 
to injure the discipline of the Chiu-ch. This censure made 
a^very favourable impression. It was received with joy by 
Aejwell-dis5X)sed, the most eminent theologians spoke of it 
im: tenns of high commendation, and the clergy of Paris, who 
(were a numerous body, and who had joined together in pub- 
^Hshisig a ^itrong protest against the new doctrines, addressed 
a-ietterof thanks to the five bishops expressing the joy and 
toonscdiiltioa; their proceeding had given them. 

ii'j'i '-J : •.■<■ ■ 




CHAPTER XXIII. • 

Presentiments of approaching trials — severe' attacks of cholic — dangerous 
travelling in the mountains — meets with an accident — Frovidentia! es- 
cape — organized persecution — ^bitter hostility of the retigioas houses— ^they 
are prohibited from begging in the diocese — increased rancour — ^they qnead 
calumnious reports — ^the Jesuits disseminate tracts prejudicial to the chiuacter 
of M. d Alet. 

E now approach the time when this true servant 
of God was to be exposed to greater trials and 
persecutions than he had ever yet encountered. 
It pleased God to subject him, as He did the 
holy Job of old, to all that the malice of tlie great adversely 
could bring to overwhelm him, and we shall see how the 
grace of God, which is all-sufficient, was magnified in th6 
patience and fortitude of His servant. 

M. d'Alet had for some time been impressed with a strong 
presentiment of the coming storm. He often mentioned his 
forebodings to his friends. For more than ten years it had 
pleased God to prepare him for these trials by extraordinary 
graces of holy meditation and of intimate union with Him- 
self. He led him, so to speak, to the summit of Mount 
Tabor, to strengthen him by the vision of His glory, and by 
the taste of His ineflfable delights, (the reward of His elect 
ones,) before leading him in the footsteps of his Lord and 
Master to Calvary. At this period this good prelate was 
frequently observed to be in a state of pious abstracdon 
from which nothing could rouse him. It was on these oc- 
casions that it pleased God to make known to him what 
trials and sufferings he should be called to undergo, and 
which the enemy of God and man never fails to excite 
against those who labour successfully in the destruction of 
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his kingdom. On one occasion, more especially, having 
withdrawn for a little retirement into the garden of the 
episcopal residence, M. d*Alet fell into a kind of ecstacy, 
which lasted for several hours, and while in this state the 
sense of coming trials was very vividly impressed upon his 
mind. He communicated to a confidential friend that on 
this occasion it had pleased God to reveal to him that he 
should be exposed to the violent attacks of the powers of 
darkness, and that all the enemies of the Truth who were 
opposed to the reform he had endeavoured to establish 
would league together to oppress him. He also mentioned 
to this friend, on the same occasion, many other events that 
would take place, which it was impossible for anyone to 
foresee, and which the event verified. "But," said he, 
*/I know that He Who has overcome the powers of dark- 
n^ess will be my defence, and will preserve me firom the 
snares and calumnies of men." 

Subsequently to this state of extraordinary illumination 
and communion with God, M. d'Alet had several severe 
9Xtacks of illness, which were long and violent, and which 
he regarded as preliminary to other sufferings of a more 
trying nature than bodily pains. He peacefully awaited 
theiu coming. " These," said he, " are only the beginning 
of what God has prepared for me." (Haec sunt initia do- 
lorum.) These are the beginning of sorrows. 

Shortly before the storm began to gather which was to 
burst with all its violence upon the head of our prelate, 
a circumstance happened to him which would have ter- 
minated his life, but for the protection of Divine Providence 
which was very visibly manifested. This peril, which hap- 
pened as we shall briefly narrate, was generally looked upon 
as the beginning of the attacks which the enemy of souls 
was permitted to make against him. M. d'Alet had been 
sufifering from a succession of violent attacks of choHc, which 
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terminated in a rapture of the bowels. This accident pi^- 
vented him any longer riding on horseback, which was his 
accustomed mode of visiting the distant and scattered 
hamlets and villages in his diocese. For this reason he had 
recourse to a litter, borne by two mules, in which he was 
conveyed about when pursuing his long pastoral journeys. 
On arriving at any of the precipitous passes of the mountedns 
which were dangerous to traverse, the litter was detached 
from the mules and carried by men. It terrified everyone 
to see the risk to which this good prelate exposed himself, 
by travelling in a litter upon the edge of the frightful preci- 
pices which abound in the Pyrennees, where no vehicle of 
any kind had ever passed. His friends very urgentijr re- 
monstrated with him, but in vain. " I am no longer able," 
replied he, " to travel in any other manner, and my ^eep 
must not be neglected ; it is more than ever needful for me 
to watch over their safety, to visit them, to defend thfem, 
and nourish them with the Word of God ; and I ought not 
to hesitate to expose my life to danger for them when need 
requires it." "But do not alarm yourselves about it,^* he 
added ; " I draw the curtain when passing a precipice ; I see 
nothing, and fear nothing." 

One day, accompanied by his chaplain, he set out from 
Alet for the town of Limoux to conclude the business of 
separating the two dioceses of Alet and Narbonne, Just as 
they arrived at that part of the road which lay between the 
steep mountain slope on the one side, and precipitous rocks 
on the other, they met a man on horseback cotaing in the 
opposite direction. On meeting the litter with its two oc- 
cupants, the horseman left the patii and turned his steed 
a few paces up the mountain side to allow the travellers to 
pass. The animal, suddenly taking fright at this proceeding, 
started backwards, and, coming in contact with the hind- 
most mule, threw it oflF its balance. It stumbled and fell, 
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and hung for a few moments with its two hind feet over the 
brink of the precipice, leaving the litter suspended in a po- 
sition of such imminent peril, that litter and mules must 
have gone over the precipice and been dashed to pieces had 
not the invisible hand of Providence sustained the burden, 
which was violently shaken by the efforts of the fallen animal 
to regain its footing. " What is this ?" exclaimed M. d'Alet, 
who was praying, and did not perceive the danger they were 
in. "My lord, we are lost," his companion replied ; "there 
is nothing left but to commend ourselves instantly to God." 
"Let us do so then," quietly leplied the bishop. With 
a sudden thought, M. Ragot seized the bishop and threw 
him out of the litter. He followed him, and both fell to- 
gether into some bushes of thorns, from which their attend- 
ants extricated them unhurt. The fallen mule, as soon as 
the litter was relieved of the weight of the two men, quickly 
recovered itself. The horseman, who beheld the accident 
with dismay, came forward, and, throwing himself upon his 
knees at the bishop's feet, implored his forgiveness for 
having been the cause of an accident which might have 
been attended with such fatal consequences. The bishop 
spoke to him kindly, and gave him his benediction; the 
travellers then re-entered the litter and continued their 
journey. It is somewhat remarkable, in connexion with 
this circumstance, that, on their arrival at Limoux, the 
bishop's companion, M. Ragot, was informed by M. Gerard, 
Doctor of the Sorbonne, and who greeted them on their 
arrival, and who was not aware of their coming, still less of 
the risk they had run, that, while engaged that morning in 
the office of tierce, his mind was suddenly impressed with 
the thought that the Bishop of Alet and he (M. Ragot) had 
fallen over a precipice while journeying from Alet to Li- 
moux, and that the hand of God had preserved them from 
injury. It was, in fact, at the same hour in which the acci- 
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dent happened. On the spot where M. d'Alet and his com- 
panion had so nearly lost their lives, a friend of the bishop's 
erected a stone cross, which bears the following inscription, 
suggested by M. d'Alet : — " Impulsus eversus sum ut caderem 
et Dominus suscepit me" — "Thou hast thrust sore at me 
that I might fall but the Lord helped me." (Ps. cxviii. 13.) 

Until the beginning of the year 1663, the legal processes 
undertaken against M. d*Alet proceeded either from some of 
the disaffected members of the clergy or laity, or from one 
or more of the religious houses in or out of his diocese ; but 
in the year 1663 this kind of persecution took the form of 
an organized conspiracy. The disaffected of all ranks and 
classes united in a league offensive and defensive against 
their prelate. They all put their signatures to a document 
which gave authority to chosen representatives to act in 
their name, and they subscribed a general fund to defray the 
expenses of the lawsuits which they resolved to bring against 
M. d'Alet The chief agents in this cabal were two of the 
clergy, one was dean of the chapter of Alet, the other was 
a canon of the same Church. Their first proceeding was to" 
appeal to the metropolitan against one of the bishop's 
ordonnances. This proving unsuccessful, they carried their 
appeal to Rome, and there obtained a judgment which re- 
ferred the question to the decision of three other French 
bishops. Other similar attacks had been arranged by this 
league to be made upon M. d'Alet simultaneously from 
other quarters, in pursuance of which, a party of laymen sent 
a petition to the Father Annat, confessor to the king, full of 
complaints and misrepresentations against our prelate. At 
the same time six other lawsuits were undertaken against 
him in the Parliament of Toulouse, where the chief agent of 
these attacks had many influential friends who lent their 
assistance to these evil enterprises. The two conventual 
houses in the diocese of Alet, ungrateful for all the benefits 
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they had received from the bishop« lent all their aid to hn 
the flame of persecution against him. He had done them 
many services and in all their needs had lent them his- 
assistance. Many of the members of these brotheriioods 
he had received into his house and entertained on \'anous 
occasions. He had been present at their festi\*als, had 
taken great pains to instruct them in the doctrines and dis- 
cipline which he wished to establish in his diocese, so as to 
render their ministry useful to the people. But the gross- 
ness of their conduct, their indocihty in refusing to carry 
into practice his counsel and teaching, their refusal to take 
part in his conferences and to adopt a uniformity of language 
and ceremony in the administration of the Holy Communion, 
at length determined M. d'Alet to dispense with their ser- 
vices altogether. He prohibited them to preach in his 
diocese or act as confessors, but what mortified them most 
of all, he forbade them to make their accustomed excursions 
throughout his diocese levying contributions among the 
poor for their support and maintenance. He did not, how- 
ever, adopt this latter course until he had applied many 
timeSy but in vain, to the provincials of these orders to 
check their irr^;ularities. In spite of the bishop's injunc- 
tions, these two fraternities continued both to preach and to 
receive the confessions of the people, and also to levy con- 
tributions. They everywhere maligned the good bishop and 
endeavoured to prejudice the people against him ; they con- 
demned his principles from theii pulpits, and sought every 
occasion to molest the faithful portion of the clergy, and 
to bias the people against them. In opposition to the 
teaching and practice of M. d*Alet, they gave absolution to 
hardened and impenitent sinners from whom the more en- 
i^tened clergy had withheld it 

There were several other religious communities in the 
neighbouring diocese to that of Alet who made common 
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cause in opposing our prelate, among which the CapuchinsC 
of Narbonne and Mirepoix were most conspicuous in tiie 
extent and violence of their hostility. These had also re-* 
ceived from him the kindest treatment. The abundant abns 
he had bestowed upon them, and the courtesy he had always' 
shewn them in their visits to the episcopal town, raiit with- 
the same return of ingratitude as that we have just described.- 
The result was that M. d'Alet wididrew from these brothep- 
hoods also the licence of soliciting alms in his diocese. As 
they chiefly relied on this for their subsistence, he hoped 
that his prohibition would have the effect of dimimshinfg 
their numbers, besides the relief it would afford to the poor* 
peasantry of Alet, upon whose slender resources the incur-' 
sions of these begging friars were a heavy drain. • He' 
pointed out to them how far they had departed fr6m the 
spirit of their holy founder St Francis, who had instructed 
his followers in the great principles of humility, of charity ' 
towards their neighbours, and of obedience to their chief i 
pastors. He explained to them that their true position it 
the Church was simply that of an auxiliary body of helpet^ 5 • 
that it was both contrary to right order, as well as an in^ ' 
fringement of their rule, to undertake any work for thei 
Church without the sanction of the bishops whom our Lord 
had constituted governors over his household. " The ral6 ' 
of your order," said he, " obliges you to obtain by your own- 
industry and the labour of your hands the diings necessary 
for your subsistence, and not to travel the country over to 
obtain it from the poor. ' Qui non laborat non manducet' 
(2 Thess. iii. 10.) If you are in want, it is not just that you 
should leave the diocese that has received you and enter 
another to go in quest of contributions. Each diocese' 
ought to support its own poor. Besides, you make no re^ 
turn for what you take away ; on the contrary, you scanda* 
Use the weak members of Christ by your rash discourses, 
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you SOW discord and create divisions, and endeavour to 
destroy what has cost so much time and labour to establish. 
It cannot be the spirit of .God that moves you in these pro- 
ceedings, and I feel it my duty to forbid you any longer 
soliciting contributions in the diocese of Alet." This pro- 
hibition, however, was of no avail; they set the bishop at 
defiance, levied their contributions as usual, preached 
against him with increased rancour, stigmatizing him as 
a heretic and tyrant who destroyed souls by his severity. 
They joined the party who were leagued in hostility against 
him ; they entered the houses of the peasantry and incited 
them to rebel against his authority ; and they tore up the 
rules of Christian discipline and practice which the clergy 
had distributed among their flocks ; last of all, they appealed 
against the bishop's injunction in the Parliament of Toulouse, 
and having obtained the assistance of a considerable number 
of influential laity, they gained a decision in their favour. 
For a period of three years they carried on this active oppo- 
sition to the evangelical labours of our good bishop, using 
every means they could devise to injure and oppress him. 
One of their most cruel proceedings was the endeavour they 
made to destroy his character. They knew well how 
specially important that must be to a bishop in consequence 
of its essential necessity for the welfare of the Church he 
governs. ("A bishop roust be blameless." — i Tim. xiii. 2.) 
They tried all means, therefore, to destroy the idea which 
universally prevailed of the exalted piety and virtue of this 
prelate, and to carry out their purpose, they did not hesitate 
to spread the most . abominable slanders in every part of 
France in which they had establishments. In the spirit of 
those Casuistic doctrines which M. d'Alet had so severely 
condemned, they declared, in justification of their conduct, 
that he had treated them so badly that they saw no evil in 
defaming his character. The report of the gross scandals 

T 
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which they put in circulation soon reached the provinces, 
and became the subject of genend conversation. Some, 
not knowing what to think, wrote to their friends to enquire 
into the truth of the reports. Others, more credulous, were 
surprised that there were any persons who still placed confi- 
dence in the maligned prelate, but those who knew him best 
wrote to their friends in the ministry to acquaint them with 
the slanderous reports which the enemies of religion were 
circulating to his discredit 

It would serve no good purpose to give a detailed account 
of the shocking accusations with which these Capuchin 
brethren assailed the character of our good prelate ; it may 
suffice to mention one, to show the nature of the bitter cup 
he had to drink, and the patience and meekness with which 
he bore the trial. 

Two pious ladies of Pezenas, who entertained a deep re- 
gard and esteem for the character of the Bishop of Alet, and 
who were delighted with the good which had been effected 
in his diocese through the labours of the Sisterhood of the 
Regents, came and offered him their services to join the 
sisterhood. He received them. They had three sisters in 
the town of Albi, one of whom v/as married ; the other two 
were inmates of a religious establishment. Upon the oc- 
casion of a visit of some of the Capuchin fraternity to these 
two sisters, they informed them that they knew for a fact; 
upon testimony which could not be doubted, that one of 
their sisters who had joined the Regents in the diocese of 
Alet was in a state of pregnancy in consequence of sinful 
intercourse with the Bishop of Alet Struck with conster- 
nation at this dreadful news, these two poor girls, thus 
grossly imposed upon, flew to their married sister, to pour 
their grief into her ears, and to consult with her what to do. 
to remedy so great a scandal. The less credulous sister 
calmed their fears, and then sought the Archdeacon of Albi, 



NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 275 

to whom she related what she had heard, and begged him 
to write to Alet without delay, and dissipate a report that 
dishonoured her family and scandalized the Church. The 
archdeacon assured her she might rest in peace, and that so 
horrible a calumny would most certainly recoil upon the 
head of those who had been the authors of it. He wrote 
immediately to Alet, but, out of delicacy and respect for the 
good bishop, alluded to the matter in covered terms, in 
a letter to his chaplain, dated 25th of June, 1663. 

" The good Madame d'Amaudin," he wrote, " the eldest 
sister of two of your Regents, has just been to see me in 
a state of great distress. She has been greatly alarmed, and 
I hove endeavoured to set her mind at rest. I have pro- 
mised her to write to you, and ask you for your assistance 
in this matter. We have fallen upon days of persecution 
and attack from which the holiest can find no shelter. Per- 
sons whose profession it is to pass their lives in continual 
penitence, under a rule of strict discipline, believe that they 
are rendering service to God by defaming the character of 
virgins, not sparing even the holiest among the chief pastors 
of the Church. I cannot particularize, and did I not feel 
assured that this letter, which I address to my brother the 
Chancellor, would be faithfully delivered to you, I should 
scarcely have ventured to write to you even thus guardedly. 
Adored be our Lord in all His ways. It is just and right 
that die disciple be not treated better than his Master." 

■ Previous to their communicating this slanderous report to 
the two Sisters of Albi, the Capuchins had disseminated it 
in Toulouse and other places, and even in Paris. It be- 
cajme the common talk of the day. ^Vhenever any of the 
residents of Alet appeared they were immediately interro- 
gated* on the subject. Nor were the attacks of these Capu- 
diiH -friars confined to the bishop. Knowing well how 
highiy= he esteemed the services of the Sisterhood -o^ ' 
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Regents, and how dear they were to him, they b«nt thdr 
eneigies by similar means to destroy the usefulness of these 
excellent women. The truth was, they were deeply char- 
grined to perceive the increasing esteem and affection of the 
population for these good Sisters. They felt that they were 
in consequence losing their influence, and they k-ared tftat 
this change of feeling towards them would! in time dry up 
tte source of alms and contributions upon which they, de- 
pended for their subsistence. Consequeptly, in th^ course 
of their private visits, they spread the most infemoiis reports 
respecting the sisterhood, and publicly from tbe pulpit iJc; 
nounced them in the most violent terms. 

While this fire of persecution was raging on every side 
around our prelate, the society of the Jesuits, wto had never 
forgiven him for the causes which about sixteen, years jn*- 
viously had led to a cessation of intercourse between them, 
were not idle in conspiring for his humiliation. Their oppo- 
sition, which had been carried on in secret, while our prelate 
stood high in the esteem and affection of the king, wa^ now 
openly pursued ; for the bishop had fallen under the dis- 
pleasure of the Court upon the subject of ihe famous formu- 
lary which the king was endeavouring at this time to foree 
upon the consciences of his people. This was an opportu- 
nity for oppressing our prelate, of which the Jesuits were.not 
slow to take advantage, and they at once placed theniselveg 
at the head of the party who were seeking to ruin him. To 
the young members of this society was assigned the task of 
composing libellous tracts prejudicial to the character erf 
M. d'Alet, which were printed and circulated in all direc- 
tions. Copies of these shameful productions were sent even 
to Rome. By means of their provincial establishments these 
papers were introduced into private houses; they becam^ 
the topic of genera] conversation, and were read by fJX 
classes ; they were seen in the shops, in the markets, and io 
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places of public resort. The Jesuit Father Annat, confessor 
to the king, made choice of some of them to read to his 
majesty, but without much success, for the king expressed 
fiis indignation that one of the greatest bishops in his king- 
dom should l)e spoken of in such terms, and requested the 
Archbishop of Paris to make the closest investigation into 
the origin of such reports. 

The good l^ishop was not ignorant of these proceedings. 
A gentleman of Montpellier, attached to the suite of the 
Prince de Conti, had received copies of these defamatory 
prints as they were issued, and forwarded them to M. d'Alet 
that he might know what his enemies were doing. He read 
fhem in the solitude of his chamber ; they pained him exceed- 
ingly, but his greatest sorrow was for the authors of these 
wicked publications when he reflected upon the guilt which 
ui'ey incurred by producing them. Deeply affected, he 
withdrew into himself, and, in the stillness of his chambe^ 
passed several days in prayer and in meditating upon those 
words of our Lord — " Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad ; for great is your reward in heaven ; for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you.'* 
' The next step which the enemies of M. d'Alet took, was 
to draw up a series of accusations against him, materials for 
wnich were abundantly furnished by the Capuchin brethren 
who spread themselves over the diocese of Alet to collect 
iall the information they could from every person they met 
with' who had a word to say against our prelate. When this 
document was completed, it was forwarded to the Perfe 
Anhiat, who presented it to the king. The result was that 
die Archbishop of Paris was commanded a second time to 
Wtite to M.' d*Alet, and acquaint him with these accusations, 
ihati'ke mighi be in a position to defend himself, and b< 
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him to give him such a reply as would enable him to silence 
those who he was assured calumniated him. " M. d'Alet 
immediately complied with this request, and despatched 
a letter of reply to the archbishop by the Abb^ de Barillon, 
who could give, by word of mouth, any further information 
the archbishop might require. " I should not, my lord," 
wrote the bishop in this letter, " have taken the liberty of 
replying at such length to your letter, had you not assured 
me of your wish that I should do so to enable you to refute 
the unfounded charges which have been made against me, 
and to deliver me by this means from the oppression which 
I confess I well deserve for my sins ; but it is n^^jCjs^ 
the Church, to whom I owe not only my reputatioak, ,i>^, 
life also, should suffer for them." This letter wgsciBfcj^ 
the archbishop with great satisfaction, and soon hm^' 
ception, the authors of the calumnies were discovered; they 
were two persons whom the Bishop of Alet had excoimnuhi- 
cated, the Sieur Larade and the Curd of Bezu. The forme* 
had obtained in an irregular manner an official position in 
a collegiate establishment that our prelate had erected in his 
diocese for the instruction of the clergy, but the scandalous 
living of this man, and his utter incapacity, obliged M. d'Afet 
to interdict him. The Curd of Bezu, after being convicted 
of adultery and many other crimes, had been deposed and 
dismissed from the diocese. The former of these two men 
was received by the Jesuits into their college in Paris. The 
Capuchins gave an asylum to the latter, and both confessed 
to the Abbd de Barillon that they had furnished the materials 
which these two societies made use of to destroy the cha- 
racter of our holy prelate. 




CHAPTER XXIV. 

Gpye dia^ges pceferred agaiost M. d'AIet — is strongly urged to make a journey 
to Paris to defend himself — ^resolves not to leave his diocese — replies in writing 
to the charges against him — comj^etely refutes them — ^his tranquillity under 
^ese heavy trials. 

I HE enemies of M. d'AIet, far from losing comage 
at the failure of their schemes, renewed their 
attacks m real earnest in the month of Jmie 
following. They prepared another document, 
fuller and more methodically drawn up than the former, re- 
plete with many grave and serious accusations, expressed 
with, inuch art, ajid with all the semblance of truth. The 
signatures of several gentlemen of the diocese of Alet having 
been attached, it was forwarded to Paris by two deputies, 
who delivered it into the hands of the Jesuit Father Annat, 
the kipg's confessor. This individual lost no time in com- 
municating its contents to the king. " It is with deep grief," 
i^in wrate M. de Perefix, Archbishop of Paris, to M. d'AIet, 
" that I have to acquaint you with the continued calumnies 
that are put forth against you. Grave charges have been pre- 
ferred to the king attested by the signatures of many in 
your diocese, but his majesty will not believe you capable 
of the things imputed to you, and will not condemn you un- 
heard ; and it is by his command I write to advise you of 
the accusations that are made against you, and to tell you 
what he expressed to me this morning, that it would be 
a consolation to him to see you and hear your justification 
from your own mouth rather than receive it in writing. 
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I have not lost a moment in writing to you, that you may 
at once prepare for the journey, should you ,be disposed to 
make it. In my poor judgment it is a thing very necessaxy 
for the interests of the Church, as well as your awn reputa^- 
tion, and to put an end to these attacks which are being 
continually made upon your character." . 

The archbishop considered it to be a matter of: such /deep 
importance that M. d*Al.et should lose no time in setting' out 
for Paris, that he wrote to the Bishop of Couseransy an inti- 
mate friend of our prelate's, to use all his influence to urge 
him to this course. From the Prince ide Conti,- tx>o^ and 
from many other of his most valued friends, G\iT.pfe\Qj^\x»' 
ceived urgent solicitations to make this journey so a$ .to 
justify himself in person befort the Courts i- i r,.- :• i. > 

M. d'Alet having, according to his invariable practice, had 
this matter before God in earnest prayer, reaolved to answrer 
the charges made against him by a written refutation, !and:td 
remain quietly in his diocese to protect his flocki from- the ad- 
verse influence of the disaffected laity and other, enemies of 
religion whom he well knew would take advant^e of his 
absence to do much evil, and to disturb the peace I'an^ 
good order which a watchful pastor's presence effeetuaUy 
insures* >./•:'; 

It pleased God to bestow His blessing very. ; visibly on 
the course our prelate took on this occasion. Hisrwritteil 
reply to the series of charges against him was' read to thi^ 
king who spoke of it in terms of admiration* It. produced 
an effect at Court as beneficial to his cause as. his friend3 
had expected his presence would have produced. The 
Archbishop of Auch, no less inimical to M. d'Alet jthan the 
Father Annat, pronounced it to be unanswerable. The 
Archbishop of Paris wrote immediately to our prelate to ex* 
press the joy it had given him, that he had so completely in 
his replies, refuted the charges of tts oppressors* M^. d'Alet, 
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however, was not content with sending these replies, he 
-w^rote out an account of all the cases upon which the accu- 
sations had been based and addressed it to the king and his 
council. He sent this new document to M: Ferret, grand 
meat of the Archbishop of Paris, requesting him to commu- 
nicate it to as many learned authorities in the Church as he 
ixm)6y and to obtain their opinions in writing to the difficult 
points it contained. M. Ferret faithfully performed this 
licrvice for our bishop, and obtained the signatures of more 
than thirty doctors of divinity, and as they all agreed 
in the decisions and sentiments of M. d'Alet, it had a mar- 
ipellous effect in placing the goodness of his cause in the 
iight of day, and was universally regarded as a complete 
refutation of every charge that had been advanced against 
him. 

'The numerous and organised persecutions which have 
^rtned the subject of this and the three preceding chapters, 
i^uld have been enough to break the spirit and shorten the 
liays of the most courageous and most robust in mind and 
bddy; but our good prelate was wonderfully supported by 
hifii Divine Master, and while this storm of trial was raging 
jtitmad him, was 'enabled to pursue the duties of his episco- 
pate in peace and tranquillity. " I must tell you, for your 
consoliation, my very dear brother," he thus writes to 
Mj 'Ferret, in Paris, "in reply to the latter portion of your 
tetter, that I never felt a deeper or more constant peace 
tiiQXk I do in the midst of all these persecutions that press 
ti^on me from every quarter, and that I never experienced 
a liore' tender love, or, as it seems to me, a more effectual 
tMke, than I do at the present moment for those who I be- 
iie^e to be the authors of them, and for all other persons 
wIk> take any part in them. It seems to me that I never 
pTSCfed for my own soul with a deeper earnestness than I do 
for ^ihem. But pray do not mistake th^se expressions for 
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a proof of any great courage of my own, or as indicating 
any extraordinary charity. I greatly fear that the corruption 
of human nature mingles with it all. Pray for me that it 
may please God to teach me how to make that use' of all 
these embarrassments, that He intends I should do, for His 
own glory and my spiritual advancement. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The controversy of nature and grace — ^tbc * ' AugustioBs" of CameHuf Jansen — 
brief account of the dispute which arose on the publication of this book — 
M. d'Alet determines to remain neutral — refuses to sign the letter of the 
French bishops to the Pope — conferences in Alet on the subject of the five 
propositions — M. Amauld puts some pointed questions to M. d'Alet — who 
studies the subject in dispute — sides with the Jansenists — Assembly of Clergy in 
Paris — decrees — letter of M. d*Alet to the King — and the Assembly — ^their 
effect — M. de Pamiers — refuses to sign the formulary — declaration of the 
King — the Religieuscs of Port Royal — Papal decree — Mandate of the Bishop 
of Alet — great impression made by it — ^three bishops follow his example — 
the Gallican Church — death of Pope Alexander VII. — M. d'Alet urged to 
come to Paris — refuses — the Archbishop of Sens and Bishop of Chalons 
negotiate for a settlement of the dispute — letter to the Pope drawn up by 
M. Amauld — the four bishops sign it — ^M. d'Alet convokes a synod and signs 
the formulary — peace of Clement IX. — soon broken. 

|N the great theological controversy which agitated 
the Church of France through the latter half 
of the seventeenth century, the subject of this 
memoir occupied a prominent position. How 
he was drawn into the discussion, the part which he took, 
and which in a striking degree exhibits the salient points of 
his character and the courage and firmness of his disposi- 
tion, will now be briefly narrated* 

It was not a new question upon which the disputants of 
that day turned their weapons against each other. It has 
been remarked that ^^ the great controversy of nature and 
grace has been a fruitful source of dispute even from apos- 
tolic days; that necessity and free will, £uth and wotk^^ 
grace and merit, election and free redemption, have been 
watchwords of a debate which has undergone alternate 
periods of excitement and repose, but which has nev 
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ceased to divide the opinions of manktnd, ^d will perhaps 
continue to do so until the end. That, from the time's of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, the Pelagians arid Atigus- 
tinians, the Jesuits and Jansenists, to the Armiriijans arid 
Calvinists of the present day, the evils of such discttssioh 
have been sufficiently manifest." 

This great controversy was suddenly arouised lii Franc^ 
during the life-time of M. d'Alet, by the appearance of 
a work entitled the " Augustinus,** written by Cbtridiiis 
Jansen, Bishop of Ypres, a person of- singular piety' ahtl 
profound learning. He had devoted twenty years of lii'S 
life to this undertaking, for which purpose, it was Stateii, hd 
had ten tinfes read through the whole of the! Sk^ritinig^ 6f 
St. Augustine, and thirty times carefully perused '^rid cotii- 
pared those parts of them which related to the- Pelagikni 
controversy. He died of the plague in the year r fr^'Sj-'i^ilig 
ministering to the stricken members of his flocik.' t^lth hiS 
dying hands he completed the last lines of his woit, th6 
labour of so many years. It was published by hii^ fW^ldS 
after his decease, and appeared in 1640. Gresit wiis 'tlife 
excitement it produced amongst the Jesuits. To have? ^to 
the Protestant side in the great controversy waS a drlnie in 
their eyes which could never be pardoned, and a cdiitefst 
ensued which raged with great fury in France for a tiuiribelr 
of years. The Jesuits, beaten by the pen, resofted to other 
weapons. The Pope, whb was under thdr conttol, pro- 
nounced in their favour, and the civil pbwier 6f Ftance," 
which was also subject to their influence, waSs' urged to 
interfere. The Jansenists, as they were tennfed, wei'e 
cruelly oppressed and persecuted; fines, banishments, sflid 
rigorous imprisonments were everywhere inflicted ; numbeii^ 
perished in prison and in eiile ; but the crowning t)loW 
was the destruction of the monastery of Port Royal,* wfiidi 
gave the finishing stroke to the cause of which the ittem- 
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bers of, that celebrated institution had been the chief cham- 
pions. 

Befpre proceeding with this narrative, it may be useful to 
give a bfief ^count of the progress of this controversy. 
While, then, the Jesuits exerted all their influence to obtain 
the suppression of the work of the Bishop of Ypres, the 
fri^d^ of the deceased prelate strained every nerve to hasten 
its publication. .On its appearance, a war of pamphlets and 
pther writings immediately ensued on both sides. The most 
^piparj^ble literary production which this contest called forth 
was fhe *' Provincial Letters" of Pascal. In these writings 
the Jesuits were severely handled, and their doctrines and 
j^plicy, thoroughly exposed. From the effects of these ter-s 
riblje letters the Jesuits never recovered. The charges which 
tl>ey brought against the work of Jansenius were principally 
tj^at .it denfed free will to man, made God the author of evil, 
^d that it rejected the doctrine of universal redemption. 
In.tt^e fpllowing year, 1641, it was condemned by Pope 
yrb^MX, VIIL, who declared that it revived the proposition 
of JBaius, which had already been condemned by Pius V. 
^jPd, (jregoiy XIII. The controversy continued to rage in 
P^s fpr sevei"al years with great fury. At length Nicolas 
Qqrpet, a Jpsuit, drew up five propositions, which were al- 
1/^^^d to have been extracted from the work of Jansenius, 
and wei;e declared to embody the opinions of his work, but 
so, artfully and ambiguously worded as to be capable of two 
oppipsite constructions. These propositions were submitted 
to the Sorbonne, and by the members of that theological 
ijpjStj^fipu they were finally condemned in the year 1649. 
Bijit this did not terminate the dispute, and it was decided 
to appeal to the Pope, whereupon a letter was drawn up by 
!;)»£ Bishop of Vabres and Vincent de Paul at the institution 
gf St, Lazarus. This document received the signatures of 
ejig]^-e^t jFxench bishops, and was forwarded to Pope 
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Innocent X., then in his eighty-second year. Another 
letter was sent to the Pope at the same time, signed by 
eleven bishops, begging him to leave the matter undeter- 
mined. Innocent X. took the matter into consideiatioD^ 
and condemned each of the five propositions. A bull em- 
bodying this decision was promulgated throughout France 
in the year 1653 ; a formulary was also drawn up, and 
a decree issued by the Crown for its signature. The op- 
posite party, on the other hand, maintained that the j5.ve' 
propositions were neither contained in the work of Jansenius' 
nor were fairly deducible from it. To decide this point, 
thirty-nine bishops met in Paris, in March, 1654. Ten 
meetings were held, and the result arrived at was, that the; 
Pope had condemned the five propositions as contained in 
the work of Jansenius, and also in the sense of Jansenius. 
Innocent X. approved of this judgment, and confirmed it by 
a brief dated September of the same year. He soon, after, 
died, and was succeeded by Alexander VII.^ who, in th-e 
year 1656, made a new constitution confirming the acts of 
his predecessor. This constitution of Pope Alexander VII, 
was promulgated in France by order of a general assembly 
of clergy held in Paris in the following year, which declared 
that the five propositions were not only heretical, but that 
they were likewise extracted from Jansenius^ and were con- 
demned in the sense in which they were stated in his work. 
This assembly also drew up a formulary which received the 
assent of the king, and by royal decree was required to be 
signed by the whole body of clei^gy,- and by all who had the 
instruction of vouth. It was to be subscribed as an article 
of faith, and was expressed in the following terms : — " I con- 
demn from my inmost soul, and by word of mouth, the 
doctrine of the five propositions which are contained in the 
work of Cornelius Jansenius,. a doctrine which is not that of 
St. Augustine, whose sentiments Jansenius has niisinter- 
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preted." The opposite party refused their signatures. *' No 
one," said they, " is obliged to submit in his conscience to 
the judgment of the Pope on a question of fact." On 
matters of faith they were prepared to jdeld obedience ; on 
matters of fact they took the liberty of acting on their own 
judgment, and would, therefore, as far as the latter were 
concerned, maintain a respectful silence. In thus refusing 
to submit their reason and conscience to the control of any 
human authority, they acted in conformity to the Divine 
Word, given to man to be a lamp unto his feet and a light 
unto his path, and which tells him to call no man master 
upon earth ; to try the spirits whether they be of God ; to 
jMTOve all things, and to hold fast that which is good. 

This answer was the signal for the commencement of per- 
secution ; the Court, the Jesuits, and the clergy generally, 
united in one common purpose, to oppress the party who 
were stigmatized as Jansenists; Father Quesnel, a priest of 
the "Oratory, was the last principal leader in this great re- 
vival, and the debate, which lasted little short of a century, 
wore itself out at last, and ceased at his death, which took 
place at Amsterdam, in the year 1719. 

Though all the friends of our good prelate took part 
against the Bishop of Ypres, M. d'Alet himself kept firm to 
his determination to preserve an equal neutrality and charity 
to-Wards both sides. So anxious were both parties to win 
him over to their respective cause that they spared no efforts 
to accomplish their design. He received letters innumer- 
able from the Jesuit party, all aiming to prejudice him against 
their antagonists, the Port Royalists, and no exaggeration 
wa^s spared to rehder them odious to him. This was not 
th^ way to convert our prelate; it had the opposite effect, 
and made him doubly guarded against being led into error. 
He deteirmined to keep aloof fjom the controversy. The 
siibjett of it appeared it him to have little to do with the 
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essence of religion, and with the guidance of souls with 
which he was wholly occupied. For a period of ten years 
he kept his resolution, and, from his quiet and distant 
diocese, he sighed to see the peace of the Church destroyed 
by controversy in which the rule of charity was too often 
disregarded, and prayed to God to unite those whose 
divisions he foresaw would be productive of evil conse- 
quences to the Truth. 

He would never allow any discussion upon the subject in 
his presence, and advised his clergy to avoid studying it as 
tending to nourish the principle of curiosity, and draw their 
attention away from their great and chief duties. But the 
excitement which this great controversy aroused throughout 
France was so great, that the king at last took measures to 
enforce a uniformity of sentiment on the point in dispute, 
and it became then no longer possible for M. d*Alet to re- 
main neutral. In the year 1650, the famous letter of the 
French bishops to the Pope was drawn up, praying him to 
condemn the five propositions. The Bishop of Alet was 
earnestly requested to sign it There was no bishop in 
France at that time whose opinion had such weight as that 
of M. d'Alet. He had at that time a very vague idea of the 
subject in dispute, and on receiving this application, felt 
himself bound to study it. It happened at that juncture 
that M. de Maurice, a pious and learned theologian, and 
a doctor of the Sorbonne, well acquainted with the disputed 
questions of the day, was paying a visit to Alet. Our pre- 
late, glad of the occasion, invited his guest to discuss the 
subject at a series of conferences to which he invited his 
friend and neighbour the Bishop of Pamiers. M. de Maurice 
gladly assented, and gave so lucid an exposition of the sen- 
timents of St. Augustine on the contested points, that the 
Bishop of Pamiers and some others who were present, and 
who having been trained in the school of St Sulpice, where 
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they had received an opposite bias, were unable to make 
any reply. During the stay of the Bishop of Pamiers at 
Alet, the two prelates applied themselves diligently to the 
study of the five propositions ; day and night they joined 
with the clergy assembled in earnest prayer to God for 
wisdom to discover the Truth, and for His direction in the 
important matter of the signature. They likewise ordered 
public prayers to be offered up in their respective dioceses 
for this purpose. At length, after much careful deliberation, 
they both resolved to withhold their signatures. They per- 
ceived, as many others had done, that the truth had been 
artfully concealed beneath the studied phrases of the five 
propositions, and though the error these contained was very 
manifest, still, in condemning them in ioio, they would also 
condemn the truth with which that error was so ingenipusly 
intermingled. 

Great was the disappointment of M. Vincent and his 
friends at this refusal ; again and again he wrote to 
M. d'Alet in the strongest terms, but in vain. Our prelate 
had taken his resolution not hastily, but after much thought 
and prayer, and nothing could turn him from it. It was 
proposed to make some alteration in the letter to meet his 
objections, but these lay deeper than any alteration they were 
willing to make, and he remained firm. He equally refused 
to sign the letter addressed to the Pope by the opposite 
party, begging him not to pronounce on propositions which 
had been hastily conceived, had been ambiguously expressed, 
and which treated of the most difficult points in theology. 
"I honour," said he, in answer to their requisition, "and sin- 
cerely respect all my fellow members in the episcopate; 
I wish to be in friendship with all of them, and to take 
part against none ; I shall endeavour to profit by the wisdom 
of both sides in this discussion, and until it shall please God 
to calm the minds, which are becoming more and more 

u 
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excited upon these subtle and thorny questions, I shall con- 
tent myself with prayers and sighs and shall try to remain in 
charity with all." 

This neutrality disappointed both sides. The Jesuits en- 
gaged and paid a number of spies whom they stationed in 
every part of his diocese, and for many years tried in vain 
to fix upon him the charge of being a Jansenist. Their 
great opponent, M. Amauld, was very anxious that the 
Bishop of Alet should declare his real sentiments, and with 
the view of drawing him out, he sent him the following case 
of conscience on which he asked his opinion. " A learned 
theologian," said he, "has carefully and thoughtfully read 
through the work of Jansenius ; he is quite convinced that 
the five propositions are not contained in that book, and 
that its learned author has inculcated therein no other than 
the pure doctrine of St. Augustine, which is beyond censure, 
and that of St. Thomas which has been received by the 
whole Church ; but, on the other hand, he sees that Pope 
Alexander VII. has positively declared, by his bull of 
October, 1656, that the five propostions are those of Jan- 
senius, and are condemned in the sense in which that bishop 
conceived them. He would, therefore, ask M. d*Alet this 
question. Ought he to change his opinion upon the autho- 
rity of this bull, and is he obHged to believe, against his 
conviction, that Jansenius has taught a different doctrine to 
that of St. Augustine ; or, if remaining convinced that Jan- 
senius has taught no other doctrine, may he, without wound- 
ing his conscience, subscribe to the bull of Alexander VII. 
and to the formulary proposed by the bishops? In the 
second place, would he be justified in saying, with all due 
respect to the holy see, that Alexander VII. has been 
wrongly informed respecting the facts of the case, and thus 
deprive the Jesuits of the occasion to do dishonour to the 
true grace of Jesus Christ by condemning in this disguised 



NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 29 1 



way the doctrine of St. Augustine who has magnified its 
glory?" 

True to the principles which he had imbibed in his early 
youth, and which had been confirmed and strengthened by 
the training he had undergone at St. Lazarus, disliking con- 
troversy, and strongly prejudiced in favour of submission to 
the authority of superiors, M. d'Alet returned a short and 
precise answer to M. Amauld as follows : — " That those 
persons who were required to make such a subscription 
might, and indeed ought to make it, however persuaded 
they may previously have been that the sense of Jansenius 
touching the five propositions was no other than that of 
St. Augustine." M. Arnauld, surprised at this reply, 
thought it right to ask M. d*Alet to explain himself more 
fully, and mentioned the reasons which prevented him 
agreeing with his decision. In a second letter he proposed 
to M. d'Alet the three following questions : — 

1. Would it be right, upon a question of fact, to take the 
opinion of another, even though he may be high in authority, 
against our own conviction ? 

2. Would it be right, upon the assurance of another, to 
sign and attest anything for a fact which we know to be 
false ? 

3. Would it be right to maintain silence, on a definition 
we believe to be erroneous, out of respect to those who had 
framed it ? 

These precise questions embarrassed our good bishop. 
He regretted he had given his advice so quickly on a sub- 
ject he had not sufficiently studied, and from that moment 
he resolved, instead of replying again, to make himself 
master of it, so that he might be able to form a right judg- 
ment if in future he should be forced into the discussion. 
He set to work resolutely and read all that had been pub- 
lished by both parties from the beginning of the dispute. 

u 2 
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The fear of taking the wrong side led him to offer up many 
fervent prayers for the Divine guidance. He prayed un- 
ceasingly for grace to know the truth, and for courage to 
defend it. It pleased God to bless the diligent studies of 
His servant. Soon the mists of early prejudices dissolved 
away, and his eyes were open to the light which shone in 
the excellent writings of those theologians who have de- 
fended the teaching of St. Augustine. Not all the artifices 
of their adversaries could hinder him from perceiving that it 
was the heavenly doctrine which this great father taught 
which was the real question at issue, and that the truth of 
that doctrine was the concealed object of their hostility. 

The time had arrived when M. d'Alet felt that he could 
no longer remain neutral. The Truth was attacked* To 
contend for the faith once delivered to the saints was the 
duty of every Christian, and when the deep designs of the 
concealed enemies of true religion became apparent he no 
longer hesitated what course to pursue. The path of duty 
was plain, and from that moment, he became the intrepid 
defender of a cause which at first he feared to embrace. 

It was in the year 1661, on the occasion of the circular 
letter of Louis XIV. to the bishops of France, that M. d*Alet 
began to take part in this memorable contest The ocdasion 
was one that rendered it impossible for him to remain neutrai 
A frightful picture of Jansenism had been given to tjie king; 
It had been represented to him as a heresy which was not 
only making sad havoc in the Church, but which menaced 
also the State with danger. The king took alarm;' a coundl 
was called. It was resolved that, for the well-being of the 
Church, and for the repose of his majesty's subjects, Jan^ 
senism should be extirpated. It was proposed to call 
a national council as the surest way of imposing submission 
upon the whole kingdom, but this plan not meeting with the 
approval of Cardinal Mazarin, at that time Prime Minister 
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of France, it was decided to call together an Assembly of 
Clergy, which met in Paris in January, 1661. The result of 
their deliberations was as follows : — 

1. That the bishops should be required to sign the for- 
mulary under penalty. 

2. That the execution of the decrees of this assembly 
should be enforced by the authority of the Crown. 

3. That the Courts of Parliament should be prohibited 
from receiving any appeals against such decrees. 

4. That no clergyman should be instituted into a cure 
until he had signed the formulary. 

And lastly, That the Augustinus of Jansenius should be 
prescribed, together with all other works which had been 
written in its defence. 

Thereupon, a circular letter from the king was despatched 
to all the bishops, requiring them to conform without loss of 
time to all these demands. Many at once complied ; a small 
minority stood out against this irregular proceeding, but they 
were in great perplexity. The danger was imminent, and 
there was no time to lose. They received information that 
the prelates at Court were determined to push matters to 
their extremity. In this dilemma their eyes were turned to 
the Bishop of Alet. He had not yet spoken. He was the 
only man, they said, who could save the Church of France 
at this crisis. The great esteem in which he was held by 
the whole Church would lend to his voice a weight which 
"*^ould open the eyes of all good men to the dangers which 
threatened. Many would follow his example ; many others 
would be deterred from a wrong course by shame. The 
great deference which was paid to him, even by those in 
authority, would perhaps stay the storm. "The Church," 
tdiey said, " calls upon him ; it is an occasion in which he 
ought to follow the example of the saints, who have ap- 
peared i in similar times of peril, and, issuing from tb<5»ir 



294 NICHOLAS PAVnXON. 



solitudes and caverns, have entered the courts of emperors 
and loudly proclaimed to all that they came forth to raise 
their voice against the iniquity, lest by their silence they 
should appear to approve of it" The few bishops who thus 
conferred together sent a memorial to M. d'Alet in these 
terms. He was already sufficiently aware of the irregularity 
of the proceedings of the Assembly of Clergy, and of the 
dangers likely to result from it, and he had resolved to sign 
nothing until a subject of such grave importance had been 
properly submitted to the episcopal body and had been 
maturely and canonically considered. Upon receipt, there- 
fore, of this memorial, he resolved to address a letter of re- 
monstrance to the king and to the assembly. The letter to 
the king ran as follows : — 

Sire, 

The profound respect which I feel for your majesty and 
which has hitherto caused me to be silent, obliges me now to write 
in reply to the letter which it has pleased your majesty to address to me 
on the subject of the Assembly of Clergy, and of the articles which that 
assembly has drawn up and sent to all the bishops in your kingdom 
concerning the five prop>ositions. I beg your majesty to pardon me, 
if in a matter of such importance to the Church, and one which may 
cause much trouble to its governors, I take the liberty of representing 
in all humility the difficulties I find in the deliberations of this assembly. 
I assure your majesty that I have no other motive in doing so than to 
acquit myself of the indispensable obligation which the rank I hold 
in the Church puts upon me to serve and succour her on all occasions 
when any violence is done to her orders or her discipline, as it seems to 
me has been done on this occasion, inasmuch as the* assembly has 
assumed an authority which it does not possess, and which neither the 
holy canons, customs, nor the consent of its constituents can give it 
It has proceeded to decree pains and penalties against tho^e bishops 
who may not agree with its decisions, and who have an equal right to 
judge, so that by this usurped authority over the bishops of the Church, 
it takes from them not only the free and legitimate use of the key of 
their power, but that also of their wisdom and discernment so essential 
to the exercise of their ministry ; making no difference between them 
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and the general body of believers ; above all, adopting means for the 
execution of their pretended decrees, which appear likely to form a very 
dangerous precedent for the future, and one that may deprive the 
Church of that freedom so necessary for the preservation of her disci- 
pline and the purity of the faith, that may disquiet your majesty's 
subjects and cause trouble in the state ; and there is nothing that can 
contribute so much to its quietude and stability as the zeal and piety of 
kings in preser\'ing the discipline of the Church and in defending her 
hberties. I beseech your majesty not to take amiss the freedom with 
which I have endeavoured to express my difficulties and my thoughts, 
and that you would have the kindness to take them into consideration, 
especially as they have been suggested by the law of the Church, from 
which a bishop ought never to depart, and following which I cannot, 
without betraying my conscience and my ministry, execute the decrees 
of the assembly, or require others to do so, and which I am persuaded 
your majesty will not force upon any one, but that your zeal and piety. 
Sire, will lead you rather to adopt a legitimate and -canonical way to 
ap]>ease and terminate the troubles excited by these disputes in the 
Church of France. I pray the Divine Goodness to fill your majesty 
with the same wisdom and discernment which in times of old the wisest 
(rf kings besought the Lord to give him, and who like you. Sire, had 
been from early youth placed by God over His adopted people, so that 
in this deeply important question your majesty may neither do nor judge 
anything unworthy the approval of our Sovereign Lord. 

Aid, 7.2nd June, 1 66 1. 

Our prelate wrote in similar terms to the assembly of 
clergy. He forwarded these letters to a trustworthy friend 
in Paris ; but notwithstanding all the precautions he took to 
keep them secret they soon became known ;. innumerable 
copies were struck off and circulated in all directions. The 
effect was very great. The adherents of St. Sulpice and 
St. Lazarus were in consternation. To many persons these 
questions gave a new light, and timid men, who feared to 
take a difficult course where no bishop had led the way, felt 
their courage revive. Still, there were many who were 
greatly embarrassed, and none more so than the Bishop of 
Pamiers, whose early education at St. Sulpice had fixed " 
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his mind certain ultramontane principles with regard to 
obedience to the Pope which made him suspicious of all 
persons who did not conform to them. On the other hand, 
he had the greatest veneration for the character of M. d'Alet, 
and confidence in his wisdom, and it was not without pain 
he saw himself reduced to the alternative of either forsaking 
the guidance of so holy a man, or of abandoning the prin- 
ciples to which he was so sincerely and religiously attached. 
While this inward struggle was going on, his old preceptors 
and friends left no means untried to strengthen him in the 
prejudices of his youth, and to separate him from his pious 
friend. Several bishops tried to persuade him that it was 
impossible for him on this occasion to do otherwise than 
yield obedience to the pope and king. He was neaily 
carried away with the torrent, but his love for M. d'Alet 
saved him. He resolved to do nothing hastily. To walk 
in a new path, without the guide of his later years, was too 
painful to think of. At the request of his friends of St 
Sulpice and St. Lazarus, he had written letter after letter to 
M. d'Alet in the endeavour to change his opinions, but in 
vain. These friends urged him to use every exerticMa to win 
over a bishop whose letters to the king and others they said 
had done more harm to the Chiux:h than the whole body of 
Jansenists. While thus they endeavoured to persuade him 
through his friends, they tried to alarm hina through other 
channels, but ^threats and persuasions were alike ineffectual. 
Tranquil as in times of profoundest peace, M. d*Alet applied 
himself to his pastoral duties with the same diligence as for- 
merly, without neglecting, in concert with other bishops, to 
take such steps as seemed necessary to meet the threatening 
danger. 

The Jesuits gave the king no rest, and at their solicitations 
(ist May, 1662) a new decree was issued by royal authority 
requiring the bishops who had not yet signed the fonnulary 
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to do SO instantly. A copy of this'^decree, with"a letter]^from 
the king, was sent to M. d'Alet, who was requested to advise 
tlie Crown within two months that he had performed this 
duty. This time M. d'Alet made no reply ; had he done so 
he could but have' repeated [the objections he had already 
given, but he was determined to sign nothing. . Great efforts 
were made by his friends to overcome his scruples. They 
represented to him that if he did not give way his ruin was 
certain ; and not only that, but all the work he had done in 
his diocese would be destroyed. " I pray to God," said one 
of his friends, " that a virtue, a holiness, a reputation, such 
as we behold in the character of M. d*Alet, so rare in this 
age, may suffer no decrease or alteration." The Prince of 
^ Conti, in alarm, wrote to him, beseeching him to bend some- 
what to the pressure of circumstances. He was immovable. 
They were grieved at his inflexible firmness though they 
could not help respecting it. They assured him the peril of 
resistance was extreme, but it mattered not ; he was not in 
the least disturbed. Incapable of paying the least attention 
to his personal interests, his only care was for his flock, 
whom he committed unceasingly into the hands of the Chief 
Bishop of the Church, Jesus Christ. He never lost sight, in 
all these trials of the great principles of conduct, (so well 
known and approved in theory, but when the pressure comes 
followed in practise by few,) namely, — " That we must not 
regard with too human a love the work which God has con- 
iid^d to us, nor allow the fidelity we owe to the Sovereign 
■Ruler of all to be prejudiced by our zeal for its preservation ; 
that our first duty is to obey His laws when they are clearly 
understood ; and, after that, to leave the consequences of 
our obedience in the hands of that Divine Providence, which 
is '^11 powerful to turn away the harm that may ensue from 
< ft." Such has been the example and practice of the great 
-t)i6hops of antiquity, — St. Basil, St. Athanasius, St. rhrvsos- 
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torn, and St. Hilary, whom the Church honours as Fathers, 
and whom M. d'Alet took for his models. 

At the beginning of the following year, an effort was made 
to bring about an accommodation, and several meetings were 
held in Paris for this purpose by the chief dignitaries of the 
Church, and both sides met in consultation. M. d'Alet was 
urgently pressed to make a journey to Paris and lend his aid 
to this work of peace. " He could not," he said, " leave his 
diocese ; the safety and welfare of his flock, and the preser- 
vation of the work of reform which he had established, re- 
quired his constant presence." 

The conferences proceeded; all seemed satisfactory; and 
the result was forwarded to the Pope. But the peace so 
much desired was still far off; the Pope, indeed, expressed 
his satisfaction with the work of these labourers for peace, 
but the formulary mmi be signed ; and in July following the 
Pope issued a new brief to that effect. Thus were all hopes 
disappointed, and this brief, which was looked forward to as 
the harbinger of peace, became the signal for the renewal of 
the conflict. The defenders of the Bishop of Ypres, sin- 
cerely condemning all error anathematized by the Holy See, 
refused to attribute any to the work of Jansenius, and feared 
that under the vague expression of " the sense of Jansenitis^ 
which neither the Pope nor the Jesuits would explain, the 
latter were only seeking to condemn the doctrines of grace 
and to establish those of the Jesuist Louis Molina upon 
their ruins, and subsequent events verified their suspicions. 

M. d*Alet perceiving that a sincere endeavour for peace 
had been rejected by the bishops, and by the Crown, which 
had declared in favour of the Jesuits, felt that he must pre- 
pare for new contests. His high character and great in- 
fluence drew upon him the chief attention. It was well 
known that the other bishops who had stood firm received 
counsel and support from him, and that the defenders of 
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Jansenius, far superior to their adversaries by their talents 
and eloquent writings, would infallibly gain their cause at 
the tribunal of the public while contending under a chief 
so popular as M. d'Alet. For this reason they resolved to 
gain him over or destroy him. The Prince of Conti again 
besought him to sign the formulary and save himself from 
the impending danger. " I find consolation," replied our 
prelate, who endeavoured to calm the fears of his friend, 
" in the hope that it may please God to assist me in the 
course I shall try to follow, that is, not in the least to swerve 
from the fidelity I owe to my charge, and from the obedi- 
ence due to authorities, in accordance with the rules of the 
Gospel and the Church." 

On the 2nd of April, 1664, the long expected declara- 
tion of the king in parliament made its appearance. It 
threatened, with great severity, those persons who refused 
to conform to the will of the king in this affair. All eccle- 
siastics who failed to sign the formulary were to be deprived 
of their livings and disqualified from ever after performing 
any ministerial duties. It was easy to foresee what troubles 
would ensue when this instrument was put into execution. 
M. d'Alet prayed night and day with his clergy for the 
Divine guidance in this crisis. He resolved to write again 
to the king, and to represent to him the evils which would 
attend the carrying out of the declaration. He wrote a long 
letter, and, to give it more weight, he endeavoured to engage 
several other bishops to sign it; they considered it too 
hazardous a proceeding and refused, whereupon our prelate 
despatched the letter as it was. 

The king received it in good part ; its tone of candour 
and piety, and the respectful terms in which it was expressed 
pleased him, notwithstanding its strong opposition to his 
declaration. Unfortunately Louis XIV., though he has 
been described as not naturally captious anid unreasonab 
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if left to himself, was very susceptible to impressions from 
those around him, especially upon subjects he under- 
stood very little about, and this was one of them. His 
feeling towards our prelate altered sadly for the worse 
after this letter had been commented upon by his Jesuitical 
advisers. 

In the declaration of the king, the clergy were bidden ta 
sign the formulary before the magistrates. This was a blow 
to Church discipline which our prelate felt keenly, and 
against which he had protested in his letter to the king.. 
He now took vigorous measures to protect his diocese from 
this invasion of the Church's authority. He issued an epis- 
copal mandate prohibiting any of his clergy from observing 
this injunction under pain of excommunication (ipso facto). 
Some of the clergy, either out of opposition to their diocesan 
or for fear of losing their benefices, were on the point of 
complying with the order of the king when this mandate 
stopped them. They knew by experience that the warnings 
of M. d'Alet were serious ; nevertheless, it did not prevent 
two ecclesiastics who belonged to the party in league against 
him from disobeying. The consequence was that they were 
regarded and treated throughout the whole of the diocese as 
excommunicate. Their proceeding aroused the indignation 
of the public, and they found it so unendurable that it was 
not long before they came to M. d'Alet and expressed their 
sorrow for their offence, and their willingness to atone for it 
by any penance he might impose. He pardoned them on 
condition that they made a written retraction of their sigr 
natures, made contrary to the obedience they owed to the 
Church ; that they abstained for two months from celebrat- 
ing the Holy Eucharist, and to substitute for this duty the 
daily recitation of the seven penitential psalms ; to leave 
their places in the choir, and enter the pulpit during the re- 
citation of the office for a period of eight days ; to fast every 
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Wednesday for six months ; and to pay to the sacristan of 
the chapter a sum of twenty-five Hvres ; lastly, to attend 
lectures on piety, and shew to their brethren on all occasions 
a sincere repentance for their faults. On this firmness and 
determination on the part of our prelate the whole country 
were in astonishment ; in no other diocese in France were 
such bold measures adopted. It was a matter of daily oc- 
currence for the clergy to appear before the magistrates to 
sign the formulary in obedience to the order of the Court. 
Even the Bishops of Angers and Beauvais, who both disap- 
proved of that document as thoroughly as M. d'Alet himself, 
offered no opposition to such proceedings. It was the 
common opinion that our prelate ran no small risk in offer- 
ing such firm opposition to so absolute a monarch as Louis 
XIV. To receive no assistance in such a course from any 
of his brethren in the episcopate, to be surrounded by 
a multitude of enemies plotting his ruin, to have incurred 
the hostility of the Court of Rome, and, above all, to have 
for his chief adversaries the influential party of the Jesuits, 
was more than sufficient to have overwhelmed any individual 
who was not (like the Bishop of Alet) visibly supported by 
the Divine protection. Our good prelate was far from being 
insensible to the dangers which threatened him, but he was 
not troubled by it. He calmly awaited the worst that could 
happen, and sought no other consolation than the satisfac- 
tion of being faithful to his duty. 

It had been intimated to the king that, in accordance 
with the terms of the Bishop of Alet's mandate, his majesty 
h^d incurred excommunication, and that it was the evident 
intention of M. d'Alet to insinuate this to make him odious 
in' the eyes of the public. This greatly irritated the king, 
already sufficiently annoyed at the publication of the letter 
which had found its way into print, and, by the royal com- 
riiarid, £tn action was commenced against our prelate in the 
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Parliament of Paris for this alleged insult to the Crown. 
The advocate- general had received secret orders not to be 
sparing of his terms, and the result was that a more scan- 
dalous attack upon the episcopate was probably never before 
attempted. Both bishops and parliament were indignant, 
and had it not been out of respect to the king the applica- 
tion would have been rejected with disdain. After a long 
delay, an unwilling acquiescence was at length accorded for 
the suppression of the letter. 

No attempt had yet been made to remove the objection 
of those individuals who refused to sign the formulary on 
the ground that the assembly of clergy, which had decreed 
its signature, was an irregular and uncanonical proceeding. 
But the Crown was now determined to bring matters to an 
issue, and applied to the Pope to remove this difficulty, 
which he did by a bull that was received in Paris in March, 
1665. 

In spite of much persecution, the Religieuses of Port 
Royal had firmly opposed every attempt to force upon them 
the signature of the formulary. The Archbishop of Paris 
had gone so far as to deprive them of the Sacraments of the 
Church to enforce obedience ; but even this severe measure 
they bore rather than wound their consciences. It was cur- 
rently believed that the members of this celebrated society 
of the Port RoyaHsts were the secret instigators of M. d*Alet, 
and that the course he took was the result of their advice ; 
but this was so far from being the case, that the only inter- 
course, which up to this time had taken place between them, 
consisted of two letters, which the Bishop of Alet had re- 
ceived and answered, and which have been previously 
alluded to in this narrative. Subsequently, however, when 
our prelate had become aware of the sincerity of these cele- 
brated individuals, the purity of their lives and doctrine, the 
wisdom of their conduct, their high character and literary 
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attainments, and, above all, their love of truth, in the de- 
fence of which they exposed themselves to ignominy and 
sacrificed all they held most dear, a much closer intercourse 
took place between them. He consulted them frequently 
upon the obscure arid difficult points of theology that were 
made the subjects of so much discussion. Especially, he 
consulted them upon the new bull of the Pope, which gave 
him much anxiety, for he knew what a considerable number 
of bishops were waiting to see what course he would take in 
order to follow it, and he feared greatly lest he should lead 
them astray. The Port Royalists were divided in opinion 
on the subject of this Papal decree ; some advised open re- 
sistance, others thought that under the existing state of 
matters, an episcopal mandate, complying as far as possible 
with the terms of the bull, would be more expedient. 
M. d'Alet adopted the latter course, and his mandate, which 
he had long previously drawn up and had well considered? 
was published on the ist June, 1665. When the news of 
this proceeding reached Paris, an individual, who possessed 
a copy, put it immediately into the hands of a printer ; the 
demand was enormous, three editions were exhausted in 
a few days. " The effect is marvellous," wrote a Doctor of 
the Sorbonne to a friend, " all good people, whatever party 
they belong to, approve of it." The Jesuits were exceed- 
ingly annoyed at the popular applause which this document 
had elicited, and made every effort to obtain its suppression. 
They knew that if it were adopted by the majority of the 
prelates, all their designs would be frustrated. Three other 
bishops had already followed in the same course; these 
were M. Amauld, Bishop of Angers, M. Buzenval, Bishop of 
Beauvais, and M. Caulet, Bishop of Pamiers. To obtain 
the suppression of the mandates of these four bishops who 
stood braviely together, and to obtain from the Pope a con- 
demnation of their acts, was now their endeavour, and to 
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this object the Pope's nuncio in Paris gave his assistance. 
The Perb Annat, confessor to the king, made use of the 
opportunities which his office gave him to excite the king's 
zeal in the same direction, and with success. 

The tranquillity of M. d'Alet during all this excitement 
not a little disconcerted his enemies, and even his friends 
were provoked by it. They felt somewhat annoyed that the 
chief personage in this great contest should be so calm and: 
inactive, when all beside were so anxiously occupied in it 
But now matters seemed to be approaching a crisis, and our 
good prelate prepared himself for the worst. Never was he 
more courageous than on those occasions when all human 
resources seemed taken away. When informed that it was ■ 
his majesty's intention to send him and the three other 
bishops into exile, he replied, " that nothing but force should 
separate him from his diocese; that it was the duty of a 
bishop to suffer violence rather than leave his charge ; and 
that if he were violently removed, nothing except beipg 
placed in confinement should prevent him taking the v^iy 
first opportunity of returning." 

One serious difficulty stood in the way of those decisive 
measures which the Court was now anxious to take. If the 
settlement of this dispute were left entirely in the Pope's 
hands, it was felt by many that the liberties of the GaUican 
Church would be exposed to great danger, and it was easy 
to see that the Court of Rome was quite ready to profit by 
the occasion to destroy those liberties, which up to that 
time the GaUican Church had preserved inviolate, and to 
subject her to the yoke of that absolute domination which 
the Papal See had acquired over many other Christian 
Churches. To avoid this danger, expedients of all kinds 
were discussed, and every day brought out some new pro- 
ject. Our good prelate's mandate was like a rock, against 
which the angry waters of strife dashed themselves in vain. 
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In replying to one of the schemes which had been sub- 
mitted to him, he added that he would listen to no terms 
of peace which did not include all persons who were united 
in maintaining the truth. He knew that it was the intention 
of the Court to conciliate the four bishops, and to exempt 
those theologians who had incurred its displeasure by 
their active opposition to the formulary, including, also, the 
Religieuses of Port Royal, who, for their passive opposition 
to it, had been kept for two years in rigorous confinement 
by the Archbishop of Paris. Our good prelate felt himself 
united with these sufferers in one common cause, and re- 
jected all terms of accommodation in which they were not 
included. 

Early in the year 1667, an ambassador was at length 
despatched to the Court of Rome to demand a bull which 
should give an authority to twelve bishops, named by the 
Crown, to dispose finally of this affair. The Pope knew 
that if the decision was left with him one bishop would be 
enough to execute his decree ; but, to meet the king's 
wishes, he would consent to three bishops to act simply as 
executors, but not as judges. This reply displeased the 
Court of France ; many of the French bishops also took 
alarm, and memorialized the king upon the danger which 
the proposed scheme threatened to the liberties of the 
national Church. At this juncture, Pope Alexander VII. 
became seriously ill, and the Jesuits, in great fear lest this 
affair- should fall into the hands of a less zealous successor, 
made great exertions to obtain the papal signature to two 
briefs which enjoined the four bishops to sign the formulary 
within a period of thirty days, without any reservation, 
under penalty of suspension and interdict if they failed to do 
so 5 aoid nine bishops were named to whom the papal autho- 
rity was committed to carry out this injunction. All seemed 
now accomplished, and the dominant party felt the success 
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of their schemes certain; but they were doomed to dis- 
appointment. The Pope died three weeks after he had 
signed the brief, and, as they had not been put into force 
previous to his decease, they became void. Alexander VII. 
was succeeded in the pontificate by Cardinal Rospigliosi, 
who took the title of Clement IX. He had the reputation 
of being mild, affable, and sincere, and withal, a man of 
business. His elevation to the papal chair greatly revived 
the courage of the lovers of peace, and it was by the exer- 
tions of this Pope that peace was for a time restored to the 
Church of France. Nineteen bishops addressed him in 
a letter, which they all signed, defending the cause of their 
four brethren, whose eminent virtues, they said, (admitted 
even by their enemies,) were the ornaments of their order. 
The Jesuits, on the other hand, were not idle ; they endea- 
voured, by misrepresentations, to prejudice the king more 
and more against M. d'Alet; but in the midst of all these 
trials our good prelate found abundant consolation in his 
pastoral labours and in the blessings which attended them. 
At no period of his ministry was there a greater thirst among 
his people for the Word of God; never had the spirit of 
true religion been more manifest, or ecclesiastical discipline 
better observed through the whole of the diocese, than at 
this time. Even those members of his clergy who had 
signed the formulary in opposition to his injunctions re- 
pented having done so, confessed their faults, and retracted 
their signatures. For two years the Dean of St. Paul and 
a number of the Canons and Prebends of that important 
chapter had been deprived of the Sacraments for this fault. 
Grieved at their obstinacy, and at the scandal it created, 
M. d'Alet made a private visit to each of them ; he reasoned 
with them and expostulated, but with such gentleness, that 
the most resolute were softened, and shortly afterwards the 
dean, accompanied by his chapter, came to him in a body, 
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acknowledged their fault, and received his absolution. The 
submission of this numerous chapter at a time when its 
members could have relied upon the full protection of the 
Court, and when, too, the deposition of their bishop was 
a matter of general expectation, was regarded as little short 
of a miracle. 

The arbitrary measures with which the four bishops were 
threatened appearing to them a very unjust attack, not upon 
themselves alone, but upon the episcopate, they drew up 
a circular letter, a copy of which they sent to all the bishops 
in the kingdom. This letter was received with general 
satisfaction; many of the bishops replied to it in terms of 
approval, all of whom declared against the infalHbility of the 
Church on matters of fact. These replies were received by 
our prelate and placed by him with some other papers 
which were accidentally left upon his table during his 
absence on a visit. They were seen by a prebend of the 
cathedral, who, in the hope of a handsome reward, sent an 
account of them to the Jesuit confessor of the king. In- 
stant measures were taken by the Crown; the proceeding 
of the four bishops was declared irregular ; their letter was 
suppressed; and it was prohibited for any archbishop or 
bishop to publish any circular letter on general subjects in 
future without first obtaining the permission of the king. 
The effect of this measure was to excite the zeal of the bishops 
tenfold ; they felt indignant at the injustice of it, and those 
who had not replied to the letter of the four bishops now 
did so in much stronger terms of commendation than their 
brethren who had already written. 

The time had now come for another effort to bring both 

. parties to an agreement. The letter of the nineteen French 

bishops had alarmed tlie Pope. The king was wearied out. 

Again was M. d'Alet urgently pressed to make a journey to 

.Paris and undertake the defence of the cause. Several 

X 2 
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bishops besought him to overcome his repugnance to leave 
his diocese. After much reflection he determined to remain 
at home, and gave the following reasons : — i. That the king 
would listen much more favourably to those prelates who 
had undertaken to be mediators in this affair than, to, him- 
self, who was an interested party, and one in whom tb^.^ing 
had lost confidence. 2. That on a former occasion the 
Court had requested him not to leave his diocese, ^on 
3L report getting abroad that he was about to do so on this 
very matter, and that if he set out on this occasion he quite 
expected to receive an order to return, which, would give an 
advantage to their adversaries and prejudice the good cause. 
3. That there were many concealed enemies to religion in 
his diocese, who would be certain to take advantage of his 
absence to do mischief. 4. That if the Court was deter- 
mined to condemn the four bishops, it would be better for 
them to remain at home, than be found in the place where 
their condemnation was pronounced, which would give oc- 
casion for their adversaries to say that they had been heard 
before being sentenced. Such was the counsel given by 
St. Bernard to bishops in his time who were cited to Rome, 
where the influence of their enemies was all-powerful Lastly, 
he considered that he ought not to leave his diocese except 
by an express order from the king. " In such a case," said 
he, " it would be my duty to sacrifice even the private in- 
terests of my diocese for the general interest of the Church, 
to which I should then have reason to believe that it was 
the Divine will that I shpuld apply myself." He concluded 
by saying that there were many other private reasons, per- 
sonal to himself, why he should not undertake the journey 
his friends so pressed him to do. To an intimate friend he 
afterwards mentioned these latter reasons. " Do they think 
me," said he, " a fit person to plead an affair of this import- 
ance before a great monarch ? Would it be proper for 
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a man, destitute of talent, and knowing as I do so little of 
the world's ways, and scarcely anything at all of the Court, 
to appear before the great as the advocate of such a cause ? 
What a figure should I aj^pear ! I should be overwhelmed 
with confusion ; but though I would submit to this, and the 
contempt my appeamnce would excite, still the truth would 
suffer for it, because I should defend it so poorly ; and the 
sense which God has given me of my incapacity would be 
my condemnation if I had the hardihood to accept such 
a commission." Thus, in real humility, did this holy prelate 
conceal from himself those great gifts both of nature and 
grace which it had pleased God So richly to bestow upon 
him, and which it was impossible to conceal from those who 
khew him. And, as the truly humble soul never desires to 
appear humble though it does desire to appear vile in the 
eyes of others,* M. d'Alet suppressed in his letter, which 
was to be she>vn to many friends, this avowal of his insuffi- 
ciency, which would have drawn upon him the reputation of 
humility. But the prelates who were now labouring to bring 
this affair to a conclusion knew well that there was no one 
in the whole kingdom so capable as M. d*Alet of negotiating 
it with success. " Matters have arrived at a crisis," wrote 
tlie Bishop of Comminges to a friend, " and if this oppor- 
tunity is allowed to escape all will be lost. No one can 
resist such a man as the Bishop of Alet. There is not 
a single circumstance relating to this affair that he is not 
fully acquainted with ; he has a quickness of apprehension 
and readiness of mind which nothing can escape; and 
a sang froid and determination which nothing can inti- 
ihidate. He is always the same ; and, with all his simplicity 
and straightforwardness, it is impossible to deceive him ; he 
go^s straight to the point, and has the faculty of leading 
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Others to it who are deviating, however subtle-minded they 
may be ; besides which, his grave and majestic comitenance 
enforces respect. The king would be attracted by his 
candour and plain dealing, and would be touched by the 
force of his eloquence, and impressed by the sanctity which 
silently influences all who see and hear him." 

It was not long, however, before it became evident to all 
that M. d'Alet was right in remaining at home. The Court 
were secretly opposed to his appearing at Paris. The king 
had been apprised by one of his ministers what would be the 
effect of such a journey. " If your majesty," said M. Tellier, 
" commands the presence of the Bishop of Alet at Court, he 
will certainly not come unattended, the chief personages of 
Alet and the neighbouring dioceses, where he is regarded as 
a saint, will assuredly accompany him. Wherever he passes, 
crowds will assemble to beg his blessing. No sooner will 
he have arrived at Orleans than all Paris will be there to re- 
ceive hita, all vieing with one another to offer him their ser- 
vices. His arrival in Paris will be a triumph. How any one, 
under such circumstances, could seriously think of commenc- 
ing a legal action against a bishop so canonized by the people, 
and so universally respected by all good men, is hardly to be 
conceived. Who will dare to b& his accuser ? Who would 
presume to be his judge ?'' The Jong, who felt the force of 
these reasons, gave up all idea of allowing M. d'Alet to ap- 
pear in Paris, and desired, more than ever, to be relieved <rf 
this embarrassing business by means of some reasonable 
accommodation. To obtain this much desired object, the 
Archbishop of Sens and the Bishop of Chalons, at the wish of 
the king, now bent all their energies. It was proposed that 
a letter should be addressed to the Pope, signed by the four 
bishops, expressing their willingness to sign the formulary 
" sincerely" instead of " purely and simply" which they had 
so long steadily refused to do* This term "sincerely" 
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would allow the belief that, though the ffv-e propositions 
were condemned, they might not have been extracted from 
Jansenius. M. Amauld undertook the drawing up of this 
letter, which he pledged his word would meet the approval 
of M. d'Alet, and was assisted by the celebrated M. Nicole, 
both of whom were at that time living in concealment at the 
hou3e of the Duchess de Longueville at Port Royal des 
Champs. This letter was read to the king, who was satisfied 
with it, and requested that the matter might be kept secret. 
After a few alterations made in it by the nuncio, who 
guaranteed the Pope's acceptance of it, it was forwarded to 
M. d'Alet for his signature and that of his three friends. Our 
good bishop received the letter with some suspicion; he 
believed it to be the snare which he always expected would 
sooner or later be presented to him. The letter was am- 
biguous ; it did not clearly express the matter in dispute. 
".We ought," said he, " to speak with candour, and, if out 
of respect for the holy father we avoid those expressions 
which would be displeasing to him, our love for the Truth 
should prevent us using those which would obscure it. 
The Pope knows that we are determined to remain firm in 
the doctrine of our mandates, and this should be clearly 
expressed in the letter to prevent mistake." The difficulty 
had been in framing this letter to avoid offending either 
party, and for this purpose it was necessary that the doctrine 
in dispute should neither be assailed nor defended. There 
was no time to be lost ; the Jesuits were urgent that the 
nine bishops should begin their sittings, and then all hope 
of a settlement was gone. M. d'Alet, however, hesitated ; 
he feared that the finger of God was not in this arrange- 
ment ^ the manner of proceeding partook so much of mere 
human wisdom. He wished for a time to pray over it. 
Yielding in some measure to the entreaties of his most inti- 
ipate friends, M. d'Alet consented at last to make but two 
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alterations in the letter, the effect of which was to prevent 
the supposition that any prejudice was offered to the man- 
dates of the four bishops in which the truth they clung to 
had been clearly expressed. He stipulated, also, for two 
things, namely, that he should be at liberty to public to 
the world the proceedings of his synod which he should 
assemble for the signature of the formulary in the manner 
now agreed upon, in case he should be hereafter misrepre- 
sented ; also that the course now agreed to should be ratified 
by a declaration from the Crown. Both these stipulations 
were acceded to; the Ministers of the Crown pledging 
themselves to issue a decree which should amply satisfy 
M. d*Alet It was impossible, however, to admit d[ any 
alterations in the letter. The Archbishop of Sens, the chief 
negotiator in this business, had pledged his word to the 
nuncio that it would be accepted. The nuncio had 
already communicated with the Pope on the subject, arid 
the archbishop therefore implored M. d'Alet tO' sign it as it 
stood. "If" said he, "we ^e so unfortunate as not to 
obtain this, you will see me at your feet a short time after 
we shall have received this sad news." M. d'Alet bitterly 
complained of the way he had been treated,— " Why not 
have left it to him to have drawn up such a letter as he 
could sign, and why have pledged him to a course without 
his knowledge." He shut himself up in his closet to pray. 
The Bishop of Pamiers, afflicted at the resistance <^ his 
friend, made every effort to prevail on him to accept the 
letter against which he thought no just exception could be 
taken. The two other bishops of Beauvais and Angers were 
of the same mind ; they thought the difficulties slight com^ 
pared with the advantages to be gained by a peaceful settle- 
ment of this long controversy. This decided our prelate ; 
he was not willing that a peace so ardently desired should be 
frustrated by his single opposition; he signed the letter on 
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the 1 8th September, 1668, and convoked his synod the fol- 
lowing week for the signature of the formulary. 

When this letter to the Pope, signed by the four bishops, 
arrived in Paris, great was the joy of all who were in the 
secret. The king was very much gratified. The joy of the 
Pope's nuncio knew no bounds. At his request the king 
dismissed the nine bishops who had been named to sit in 
judgment on their four brethren. They obeyed immediately, 
glaxi to be relieved from a task which would have exposed 
them to the raillery of the public. 

On the i8th September, 1 668, M. d'Alet convoked a 
general synod of his diocese, and after all had partaken of 
the Holy Communion he addressed the assembled clergy 
on the subject of the new signature. He concluded his 
address by explaining clearly its meaning and intention. 
" It obliges you," said he, " in the first place to condemn 
sincerely, plainly, and without reservation all the evil sense 
which the Pope and the Church have condemned and do 
condemn in the five propositions, and to profess that you 
hold no other doctrine than that of the Catholic Church on 
this subject. Secondly, — We declare to you that it would 
be injurious to the Church to include in the senses con- 
demned the doctrine of St. Augustine and St Thomas on 
the subject of effectual grace necessary to every action of 
of Christian piety, which all persons agree has never been 
questioned by the Popes, as they themselves have frequently 
declared. We declare, thirdly, — That with regard to the 
fact spoken of in the said formulary, the signature commits 
you only to a submission of respect and discipline which 
Gonsists^in maintaining silence respecting it; so as to pre- 
serve that order, which in matters of this kind should regu- 
late the conduct of inferiors to their ecclesiastical superiors; 
because the Church, being not infallible on facts which 
regard the sense of authors or their works, does not oblige 
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her children by the single authority of her decision to 
believe them." These explanations and instructions having 
been drawn up in a process verbal, M. d'Alet affixed his 
signature to the document, and all the clergy present fol- 
lowed his example. 

So ended this long protracted controversy, as far as the 
subject of this memoir is concerned, and great was the joy 
of all good people, who had for years been grieved to see 
our bishop, whom they regarded as the strongest column in 
the Church of France, on the verge of being overthrown. 
The Jesuits, from whom this effort at pacification had been 
kept secret, used all their efforts to stifle it in its birth. 
They were very much enraged. " Your weakness," said the 
king's confessor to the Pope's nuncio, "has ruined, in 
a single quarter of an hour, the work of twenty years." The 
frightened nuncio, who feared the resentment of the society, 
endeavoured to undo the work which was still not quite 
finished. There wanted yet the Pope's brief and the royal 
declaration to confirm it. The adversaries of the pacifica- 
tion succeeded in spoiling the one and preventing the other. 
The brief arrived on the 13th of October. It contained 
a falsity, and had it been made public the controversy would 
have at once been resumed. It was kept secret. The de- 
claration of the king never appeared at all. A decree of 
council was, however, issued, drawn up to please both sides, 
and which satisfied neither, but the effects were for the 
moment good. Peace was proclaimed; the prescribed 
theologians of Port Royal issued from their hiding places 
where they had concealed themselves to escape persecution ; 
M. Amauld was presented to the king, who received him 
graciously. The whole Court gave this eminent writer and 
controversialist the most flattering marks of its esteem and 
consideration for his character, and the Pope's nuncio loaded 
him with compliments. The exiled canons of Beauvais were 



NICHOLAS PAVILLON. 315 



reinstated ; M. de Saci was liberated from the Bastile ; and 
the king wrote a complimentary letter to the four bishops 
assuring them of his good will and esteem for their virtues. 
The face of the Church in France appeared to have under- 
gone a happy alteration ; the clouds dispersed, and there 
was sunshine. But this pleasant change was but momentary; 
the clouds again gathered, and the gloom was even deeper 
than before. The Peace of Clement IX., as it was termed, 
was no sooner concluded than it was broken by the intrigues 
of that powerful party who were its avowed enemies. The 
event proved how well grounded were the fears of our good 
bishop that he would be deceived in this affair. He never 
after spoke of it, and it was a subject of grief to him for the 
rest of his days. 




CHAPTER XXVI, 

M4 d'Alet sends the MSS. of his Ritual to M. Amauld for rerisioiiT^its public 

cation in Paris in 1 66,7 — success — hostility of the Jesuits — they propure the 

Papal condemnation — republication of the Ritual with the written approval 

of twenty-nine French bishops — death of Clement IX. — ^great demand for 

' the Ritual — numefous editions are printed. ' ' • < 

HE zeal with which M. d'Alet had applied him- 
self to the instruction of the clergy of his 
diocese, and of the clerical students in' ' his 
seminary, in the doctrines of the Christian faith 
and the discipline of the Church, have already been alluded 
to in an earlier part of this memoir. Affcer labouring at this 
task for nearly thirty years, he felt a strong desire to compile 
these intructions, which had quite changed the aspect of his- 
diocese, in the form of a volume for the use of lutiu'e gene- 
rations. But the pressure of his many episcopal duties: 
leaving him but little time for such an undertaking, he fori- 
warded, in the year 1665, all the materials he had accumu- 
lated for this work to his vicar-general, who was at tiiat time 
in Paris, charging him to place them in the hands of M. de 
Barcos, Abbd de St. Cyran, an ecclesiastic of great repute 
for his extensive knowledge in canon law and in all matters 
connected with Church discipline. M. d'Alet at the same 
time wrote to him a letter praying him to arrange the whole 
in the best order, with the co-operation of M. Amauld, and? 
to reject all matter that he might consider not strictly con-' 
formed to the spirit of the Church and to those holy rules 
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which the Fathers have transmitted from their times. In 
pursuance of this request, M. de Barcos faithfully performed 
this duty, and when he had completed the work M. Amauld 
revised it. Both were equally delighted with the wisdom 
and unction of these excellent rules and instructions, and, in 
arranging them in a form they thought most suitable, they 
did not venture to make any alteration in the matter, which 
they regarded as the precious fruits of the long meditations 
of our prelate, and of his abundant communications with 
the Author of every good and perfect gift. They sent back 
the work, accompanied with a few remarks which they sub- 
mitted to his judgment, also with some observations of their 
friends to whom they had shewn it. M. d'Alet gladly 
availed himself of the communications of these great masteHi 
to put the concluding touches to his work. It was published 
in Paris- in 1667, under the title of "The Ritual of the 
Bishop of Alet." For clear statements of doctrine and 
sound Christian instruction it was unapproached by any 
work of the kind that had previously appeared. It was 
eagerly purchased. The bishops of France and of foreign 
countries were much gratified that a practical work of this 
nature, such as had long been needed, had at last been 
published. Several prelates proposed to adopt it in their 
dioceses, and to conform the'u: use to its rule. Many of 
them wrote thankful letters of acknowledgment to its author, 
testifying their high appreciation of its merits, which they 
regarded as the fruit of his long experience in the ministry 
and in the guidance of souls, which would be invaluable 
alike to prelates in the government of their dioceses, to the 
clergy who worked imder their directions, that they might 
know how to acquit themselves worthily of their high 
functions, and for the faithful generally, to instruct them in 
the essence of religion and the due preparation for receiving 
worthily the holy mysteries. 
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The greater the praise elicited by this work of our pre- 
late, the greater was the jealousy of his enemies excited by 
it And there was another cause that greatly increased this 
hostility. In addition to the pure and ancient doctrines of 
the Christian faith which the work set forth, it contained 
also a condemnation of those pernicious relaxations of 
Christian morality which were taught by the " New Casuists." 
This was sufficient in itself to arouse the animosity of the 
party who for several years had undertaken the defence of 
this teaching, and who had succeeded in obtaining a strong 
opposition at Rome, under the Pontificate of Alexander 
VII., to the censure of those doctrines which had been 
pronounced by the Faculty of Theology at Paris. The 
effect of this hostility soon shewed itself in the appearance 
of a papal brief, which was pronounced by * competent 
judges to be the most scandalous in principle, the most 
irregular in form, and the most injurious to the Episcopate 
that had issued from the Court of Rome for many years. 
It condemned, in general terms, the Ritual of the Bishop of 
Alet, as containing false and dangerous doctrines : it ex- 
communicated, ipso facio^ all persons who read or kept it : 
it condemned the work to be burnt by the common hang- 
man, and all copies that could be discovered were' to be 
brought to the chief civil authority to be so dealt with. 
The appearance of such a brief caused the greater surprise 
to the friends of our prelate, as the accession ^ Clement 
IX. to the Pontificate had given rise to great hopes of 
better things. He had the reputation of being an amiable 
and judicious man, and zealous for the welfare of the 
Church ; but this and some of the subsequent acts of this 
Pontiff afford a striking evidence how generally the in- 
terests of the Court of Rome prevail over the true interests 
of the Church, and that however pious may be the indi- 
vidual who presides over the See of Rome, and however 
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great may be his love for truth and justice, it is a difficult 
matter to resist the current of opinions that prevail around 
him, and which often leads him to sacrifice his better judg- 
ment to political considerations. 

The two mediators of the peace, the Archbishop of Sens 
and the Bishop of Chalons, were engaged in their difficult 
task when this brief made its appearance, and they saw in 
it a fatal obstacle to their work. Fortunately, however, it 
could not be published without the king's authority. To 
prevent this, they represented to the Ministers of the Crown 
the irregularity of the document, and its injurious character 
both to the episcopal order generally and the Church of 
France in particular, and shewed how greatly the Pope had 
in this instance abused his power; that so far from that 
power being absolute, he was, they said, himself accountable 
to the episcopal body, and that his position gave him no 
immunity from the gospel rule (Matt, xviii. 17) not to con- 
demn a brother without first having told him of his fault ; 
that M. d'Alet had composed his Ritual in virtue of that 
authority to teach, which by Divine right is attached to the 
episcopal office, and the obligation he had laid upon his 
clergy to use it was an act of that jurisdiction which he held 
from Jesus Christ ; that to condemn the book, and to pro- 
hibit its use in a manner so uncanonical, without due exami- 
nation, and without giving its author a hearing, was tacitly to 
deny those powers which by the Great Head of the Church 
had been conferred upon the successors of the Apostles. 
The very absence, they remarked, of any special mention in 
the brief of particular error in the book was a proof that no- 
thing had been found in it that could not be maintained, 
and the object had been to bring discredit and humiliation 
upon a holy bishop; for what could be more scandalous, 
said they, than to condemn a book to be burnt, so full af 
holy rules for the due administration of the Sacraments, and 
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of the preparation of heart for the right reception of them, 
and of practical directions for leading a Christian life. 
There were many reprehensible practices prevalent in the 
Church which were condemned in the Ritual, such as the 
shameful traffic in dispensations, given, without legitimate 
cause, for money payment, the conferment of holy orders, 
and bestowal of benefices upon persons destitute of any true 
vocation, the sale of benefices, &c. Who will not suspect, 
said tliey, that it is for speaking out zealousy against these 
abuses which dishonour the Church, that the work of a holy 
bishop has been condemned to the flames ? What bishop 
will henceforth be free from censure, who labours, as his 
duty obliges him to do, to bring back that holy discipline 
wiiich has been in a great measure lost, and of which the 
little that remains is diminishing day by day ? Having made 
a very strong impression on the ministers, the two prelates 
sought the papal nuncio ; they convinced him of the im- 
policy of publishing a brief which would not only oppose an 
insurmountable obstacle to the attainmenjt of peace in the 
Church, but would arouse the opposition of the greater 
number of French prelates who would certainly join together 
for the defence of the liberties of their Church which the 
brief had attacked. The nuncio promised that the brief 
should not be published. 

Greatly were the Jesuits disappointed at the ill success of 
their schemes, and this feeling was not a little increased by 
the following circumstance. A new translation of the Holy 
Scriptures had been undertaken by M. de Saci, assisted by 
some other members of the Port Royal school. The solitary 
years of his imprisonment in the Bastile had been employed 
by this holy man in these useful labours, which, very sin- 
gularly, were completed on the very day of his liberation 
from prison. The extraordinary merit of this work has since 
obtained for it the reputation of being the best translation 
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of the Bible extant in any language, our own not excepted. 
It was subsequently published in thirty-two volumes, accom- 
panied with the Latin vulgate in opposite columns, and in- 
terspersed with a commentary derived chiefly from the 
writings of the early Fathers. It appeared in print about 
the same time as the Ritual of our prelate, and provoked 
from the Jesuits an equal degree of animosity. They ob- 
tained from Rome a brief for its condemnation, in like 
manner as for the Ritual; but this valuable work had 
a friend at Court in the person of the Procureur-Gdndral, 
and upon his remonstrance this brief was suppressed by the 
order of the king^ at the same time that the other against 
the Ritual was withheld by the nuncio. 

Deeply chagrined at this misfortune, the Jesuits deter- 
mined to prejudice our prelate as much as possible, and 
having obtained a copy of the brief in question, they caused 
it to be printed in Latin and French and disseminated 
throughout the kingdom, but more especially in the diocese 
of Alet. It did a great deal of mischief, and created a kind 
of schism in the collegiate church of S. Paul. Some of its 
canons separated from those of their brethren, who continued 
to use the Ritual. Many persons, afraid to act contrary to 
the order from Rome, knew not what to do and began to 
distrust the doctrines which had been taught in the diocese 
for nearly thirty years, and of which the Ritual was a sum- 
mary. M. d'Alet was deeply grieved. It seemed as if he 
was on the brink of losing the fruit of thirty years of arduous 
labour, through the pains which the enemy was taking to 
choke the good seed which he had sown and cultivated with 
so much care. Nor was he less afflicted at the outrage 
which in his person had been offered to the episcopate and 
to the liberties of the Church of France. It gave him some 
comfort, however, to know how many of the French bishops 
felt the wound that had been inflicted, and were desirous of 
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taking measures to remedy it The negotiations for a general 
peace in the Church were at this time going on, and M. d'Alet 
was unwilling to place any additional difficulties in its way 
by vindicating his Ritual until that object was attained. For 
a whole year, therefore, he quietly tolerated an evil which 
he could not remedy without prejudicing this work of pacifi- 
cation. He contented himself by taking counsel with his 
friends as to the best plan to adopt when the time arrived, 
and that which was thought the best and most canonical 
was to publish an approval of the Ritual with the signatiu^es 
of as many French bishops as could be obtained. On the 
conclusion of the peace no time was lost in canying out this 
plan. No secret was made of it, and the consequence was 
that a report of what was in progress soon reached the 
Courts of France and Rome. The Crown ministers, with- 
out objecting to the scheme, suggested, nevertheless, that 
a better way would have been to have published a new 
edition of the Ritual, in which the expressions that had 
caused most offence should be softened down. The Bishop 
of Comminges, afraid of prejudicing the new-made peace, 
strongly urged our prelate to adopt this course. M. d'Alet 
was alarmed ; the reasons which his friends gave were plau- 
sible, and, although he had great confidence in the wisdom 
and good faith of many eminent men who also counselled 
a revision of the work, yet his great love for the Truth, for 
pure and sound Christian doctrine, and for the maintenance 
of Church discipline, led him to regard with fear any pro- 
posal to weaken the clear exposition which he had made of 
these matters in his Ritual. He feared, too, that such 
changes would give cause for many persons to suppose that 
the censure of Rome was just, and that the principles he 
had followed out in the management of his diocese were 
innovations, and contrary to the customs of the Church, as 
•"he brief stated. He thought, too, that the anxiety to pre- 
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serve a peace which had procured rest and enlargement to 
many persons of merit, had induced his friends to suggest 
a compromise in this affair. " Also," said he, " will you not 
discover in the best works something to find fault with, 
when you proceed to criticize minutely forms of expression, 
the real value of which is better determined by their general 
sense and natural equity than by scholastic rules." Much 
correspondence passed on this subject, in which it appeared 
very plainly how much our prelate was opposed to make the 
slightest alteraticm in the work in question. He was hard 
pressed. "To prevent any misunderstanding," wrote his 
friend, the Bishop of Comminges, "can you not write 
a short preface to the effect, that although there is nothing 
in the first edition contrary to the spirit of the Church, 
nevertheless, for the sake of greater clearness, you have 
thought it well to alter some expressions, but that the prin- 
ciples advocated therein are untouched, and that your clergy 
are at liberty to make use of either edition they please." 

Matters had arrived at this state, when it reached the ears 
of Pope Clement IX. how lightly his brief was regarded in 
France, and that a new edition of the Ritual was about to 
appear, accompanied by the approbation of a great number 
of bishops. He wrote to the king beseeching him to spare 
him this afiront and to stop the publication " which," said 
he, " will fill up the measure of my grief." The king, who 
had a sincere friendship for the Pope, and knowing how 
much pain this affair caused him, gave orders to his minister 
to dissuade M. d'Alet from his purpose, or to prevail upon 
him at least to defer the publication for the present It was 
too late. The work was already in the press and the pub- 
lisher had hastened its completion without giving himself 
any trouble about the alterations which were under discus- 
sion. No instructions apparently having been received by 
him to stop the publication, it was reprinted and issued, th<^ 
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only effect of the king's order having been to decide 
M. d'Alet, after consulting with several of his brother 
bishops and friends, to defend the Ritual and its doctrines 
against all the world, regardless of any considerations, 
human or political, into which many of his friends wished 
to draw him. He believed it to be his indispensable duty 
to defend the rights of his office and of the episcopate, and 
that this obligation ought to release him from any fear of 
troubling the recent pacification in the Church. 

" It is my duty," said be, in writing to the minister of the 
Grown. " to defend my work, and also the episcopal autho- 
rity which has been so grievously attacked and wounded in 
this affair. Neither prohibitions, nor menaces, in a word, 
nothing shall stop me in the performance of this duty. If 
I have waited a whole year before complaining of this, out- 
rage, it is only because the two prelates, the Archbishop of 
Sens and the Bishop of Chalons, while negotiating the 
peace, assured me that the Pope's nuncio had pledged his 
word to them that satisfaction should be given when this 
business was concluded. Upon this assurance, I forbore 
writing to the King and the Pope, and also to issue the pas- 
toral letter that I had drawn up in defence of the doctrugLCS 
of the Church, and especially as I learnt that a number of 
bishops had resolved to join in this defence by approving 
the Ritual against the censure of Rome. Had it not been 
for these considerations, it would have been impossible to 
have suffered so atrocious an injury to the Church to have 
remained so long unredressed; and, as regards my own 
case, that injury has been greatly augmented, not only in 
the dissemination of this brief throughout the diocese of 
Alet, but still more in the burning of the Ritual by the com- 
mon hangman in the market-place of Avignon. The wound 
which this censure has given to the episcopal order reduces 
it to the most shameful servitude and throws it into the most 
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abject abasoooent, so mcch so tLu I fear that God will 
bring me to accoont for idt long silence with regard to it" 
** Ttere are bat two wavs." said >I. d'Alet, in conclusion, 
** to redress these great wrongs. The one is, that the Pope 
ihodld declare that, having been wrongiy informed concern- 
ing the doctrine of the RitnaL he revokes the censures ; the 
6ther is, to publish the approbation of twent>'-nine bishops 
and my pastoral letter. Having no hope whatever of the 
former, my course is taken, — to adopt the latter, which 
I have now in hand." 

' ''It is quite useless to remonstrate with such a bishop as 
this,** said the minister, when he had read the letter, " I 
miist confess that a great injustice has been done to him, 
ahd he has reason to complaim; well, — he must do as he 
thinks proper." 

• M. d'Alet kept his word. He had prepared a long and 
ibiy written defence of the Church and of his Ritual, which 
he published under the form of a pastoral letter, accom- 
patiied by the signatures of twenty-nine French bishops. 

' '' The death of Clement IX., which took place a few months 
afterwards, terminated this affair. The brief became a dead 
letter, "while numerous editions of the Ritual followed one 
ifter another both in France and in foreign countries. It so 
hfi^|Jened that in consequence of the attempt of Rome to 
crush this excellent work, multitudes of people became 
a^ai*e of its existence who would otherwise have never 
jrdbfeibTy seen it, and the light of Truth was thus diffused 
th4'6ughout the kingdom with far greater success than if the 
«ttetnt>t to extinguish it had never been made. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

The aflair of the R^^e — some provinces in Fiance exempt fiom this law — 
M. d'AIet detennines to uphold the ancient liberties of his Chnrdi — serioos 
illness — ^M. Hamon, the physician of Port Royal, visits Alet — ihe last Sacrar- 
ments administered — touching scene — ^M. d'Alet lecoveis — brief account ti£ 
M. Hamon — ^M. d'Alet devotes his renewed stzength to defend his Omrch — 
publishes an ordinance against the R^ale — letter to the King — deprived 
of his principal clergy, who are ordered into exile by the Government — ^in- 
creased labours — ^trouble and disorder in the diocese caused by the forcible in- 
troduction of the R^[sde — the King is urged to adopt extreme measures with 
M. d'Alet— overruled — bitter (opposition of the Metropolitan — M. d'Alet 
seized with an attack of apoplexy — ^writes for the last time to the Pope and 
King — ^Innocent XI. warmly eq>ouses his cause — second seizure — ^the last 
Sacraments administered — death of M. d'Alet — ^fonend obsequies, 

N the afifair of the formulary and of the Eitual, 
we have seen with what uncompromising fidelity 
the subject of this memoir maintained the doc- 
trines of the Christian faith when assailed by 
a host of enemies. It will be the object of. the present 
chapter to relate how bravely this great champion of the 
Church defended her civil liberties as well as the truth of 
her doctrines. 

The term Regale has been applied to express the right* 
claimed by the kings of France fix)m the earliest times to 
receive the revenues of bishoprics during the vacancgr of the 
sees, and to present to all benefices dependent oa them, 
with the exception of those which have the charge of souls, 

- - ■ ■ ■ — ■ ■ - ■ -^ — . ■ ■ . - . — - 

* The reader of Ghurcfa history will be awaie how greatly this ri^^t has been 
abused to the detriment of the Church, and that sees have been kept vacant §» 
years, in ocder that their revenues might be appropriated to poiposes VQiy 
foreign to the interests of religion. 
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and to retain this right until the new bishop shall have taken 
the oath of fidehty to the Sovereign, and registered the same 
in the Chamber of Accoimts in Paris. From time imme- 
morial several of the churches in France have claimed ex- 
emption from this law, and especially those of the province 
of Languedoc. This fact was communicated to M. d'Alet 
when he left Paris for his diocese, and it was on this account 
that, after doing homage to Louis XIII. while passing 
through the city of Lyons, he did not think it right to follow 
the advice of those who counselled him to register this act 
in Paris, so as to close the right of Regale, to which he felt 
persuaded his diocese was not subject. Some time after his 
arrival there, this question gave him some trouble, on a de- 
mand being made upon him for two years' revenues, — that 
period having transpired between his nomination to the see 
and his taking possession of it. M. d*Alet opposed this 
demand, and was preparing to defend the rights of his 
Church, when the matter dropped, and our prelate was left 
undisturbed, as far as this question was concerned, until the 
year 1673, — ^the thirty-fifth of his episcopate, — when, by 
a decree of the Crown, ratified by the Parliament of Paris, 
the law of Regale was declared to extend to all the dioceses 
in the kingdom without exception. Thereupon it became 
necessary for our prelate to obtain full information on this 
subject. It was one that had provoked a good deal of dis- 
cussion. He read all that had been published on both sides, 
and came to the conclusion that it was necessary to register 
his oath of fidelity to the Crown, in obedience to the royal 
declaration, and was about to do so, when he was informed 
by a friend that this step was a much more important one 
than he seemed aware of, and that it would subject his 
diocese without recovery to this objectionable law, from 
which it had always been exempt. Upon this, M. d'Alet 
who was not the man to prejudice the interests of the Church 
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to relieve himself from trouble, deferred doing anything in 
this matter until he had well fathomed it. /Being unable 
that year to attend the meeting of the. estates of Laiiguedoq, 
he sent thither one of his clergy to obtain, th^ opinion ;of the 
bishops of the province: on this. impOrtanit subject. i, Their 
opinion, was unanimous that it was decidedly an .usurpation 
of the Crown against the ancient liberties of their chauches, 
but that they 6aw no help for it ; t© offpr resist^ce to.the 
will of Louis XIV. they considered, would be both fruitless 
jand dangerous. " The weak," said they, " must submit to 
the strong." M. d'Alet thought difiereaitly, but he stood 
alone. " It is a pity," said one of the Councillors of. State, 
" to witness ; the meanness and timidity of joearly all the 
bishops. In this affair of the Regale they seem, tb cottsider 
nothing but their own private interests, and quite. disregard 
those of the Church. I am grieved to see that not a single 
bishop has the courage to remonstrate.^* There, wash oiieij 
however, that possessed that courage, and that was,: the 
Bishop of Alet. It was a quality he possessed in, a high 
degree, in combination with the truest humility. " To yield 
to the strongest" was not one of his maxims* The principle 
of his conduct was to resist, as a wall of brass, the most 
formidable attacks, from whatever quarter they might pro- 
ceed, when convinced that to do so was in the path of • his 
duty. His respect for the sovereign was sincere, but it 
grieved him to see how the authority which Divine Pro- 
vidence had given to that high estate, for the protection of 
the Church and not to reduce her to servitude, was abused 
by the flatterers about the Court ; and he felt it to be his duty 
to make every effort to inspire the king with a .right under* 
standing on this point, and, if unable to do so, to obey God 
rather than man. An opportunity soon occurred for taking 
the first step. The treasurership of the Cathedral of Alet 
had been conferred in Regale upon a young ecdesiastio of 
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Toulouse, who, in the absence of our prelate, came to take 
possession. M. d'Alet returned on the day following, and 
published an ordinance prohibiting the intruder from in- 
terfering with the functions of the treasurer under penalty of 
excommunication, and the chapter from receiving him under 
pain of interdict. The would-be treasurer departed a few 
days after to obtain the protection of the Court. The next 
proceeding of our prelate was to write, on the 8th July, 1675, 
to the general Assembly of Clergy, which was held annually 
in Paris, to help him in this affair, but the Archbishop of 
Paris, who presided, was not disposed to offend the Court, 
and would not allow the question to be discussed. 

In the month of September following, M. d*Alet was 
attadced by one of those violent colics of which mention 
has already been made in a previous chapter. He would 
not, however, intermit the course of those pastoral visits 
which had been arranged, nothwithstanding the continual 
pain he suffered, but on the third of the ensuing month 
a malignant fever supervened and laid him quite prostrate. 
Happily, however, on the first day of his illness the cele^ 
brated physician of Port Royal, M. Hamon, arrived at Alet. 
lliis event seemed to be a special intervention of God to 
succour His sick servant For some time the disease baffled 
all remedies, and the patient grew weaker and weaker. Be- 
lieving his end approaching he sent for the archdeacon, the 
second dignitary in the cathedral, (the dean being absent,) 
to administer the last Sacraments. The news that their be- 
loved bishop was in extremity spread instantly throughout 
tiie town and neighbourhood. The civil authorities came 
in a body to the episcopal residence followed by crowds of 
weeping men and women, anxious to see their pastor, whom 
they loved so dearly, for the last time, and to receive his 
parting blessing. The chapter of the cathedral followed 
with ^e Holy Eucharist, bearing lighted tapers. On ent*^f- 
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ing the sick chamber the archdeacon pronounced the sen- 
tence — " Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet 
Him." (Matt. xxv. 6.) At these well known words, the 
good bishop, feeble as he was, raised himself in bed, and 
fell on his knees in adoration. He requested that he might 
be interrogated upon the Articles of Faith as though he were 
the humblest of his flock, and after having made his profes- 
sion and spoken a few words upon the obligation of all 
Christians, and especially of pastors to confess with the lips 
what they believed in the heart, he received the Holy Sacra- 
ment This Divine nourishment appeared to have given 
him fresh energy, and he turned to address those who were 
present in the chamber. " You see me," said he, " about 
to appear before the dread tribunal of Jesus Christ. There 
you will one day appear also, and I entreat you, for the last 
time, my dear brethren, to live from this moment as you 
would wish you had lived when you are in the same state as 
that in which you now see me. For five-and-thirty years 
I have carried you in my bosom as a nurse carries her 
infant, and I have fed you with the milk of the Word of 
God. By this Word you will be judged. Let it be hence- 
forth the rule of your life." Many persons had entered the 
chamber, and their sobs and weeping almost drowned the 
the feeble voice of the good bishop. After a pause, he 
turned to the clergy who had approached the bed, — " For 
you, my dear brethren and fellow-labourers in the sacred 
ministry which has been entrusted to me, never deviate from 
the holy rule we have together followed in the guidance of 
souls. Let the influence of your example add iveight to the 
instructions we have conjointly given to the faithful. Let 
your lives and conduct exhibit a pattern of those virtues 
they ought to practise. Conduct yourselves in all things in 
a manner worthy of your vocation and of the holiness of 
your office. Let your love for the Church and for the Truth, 
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of which i^e k the guardian, make you insensible to the 
favQiars of the world and superior to its menaces. I have 
laboured with all the strength I have possessed to establish 
peace and concord among you. This is the true charac- 
teristic of the children of God. I have not in these last 
moments of my Hfe a joy more sweet and pure than to be 
able to say to you, as our Saviour said to His disciples, 
* My peace I leave with you,' and I pray God that He may 
preserve to you diis precious gift without any alteration." 
The bishop dwelt especially on this last point of peace, and 
then, being exhausted, he humbly reconmiended himself to 
the prayers of all present who, prostrate and in tears, begged 
his benedictions. 

After several days of great suffering the malady gradually 
abated, and our good prelate by degrees recovered his 
health. During the period of his convalescence he enjoyed 
extremely many delightful conversations with his physician, 
the good Hamon. The following interesting notice of this 
remarkable man may be foimd in the select memoirs of Port 
Hoyal, vol. 3, page 97. "Amongst the number of these ex- 
cellent persons Hamon was particularly distinguished by his 
talents and piety. Hamon might be termed, like St Luke, 
at once the evangelist and the ph)^ician of the disciples. 
Well known both in the literary and professional world by 
his tariouB publications both on subjects of biblical criticism, 
by his moral and spiritual essays, and by the elegant Latinity 
and eloquence of the celebrated epit^hs of Port Royal, 
he only devoted the hours stolen from his repose to literary 
pursuits. The day was spent in the gratuitous exercise of 
his » profession of physician, in which he had attained the 
^rst eminence both in Paris and in the estimation of the 
Court His charity was so ardent that he deprived himself 
of fire, aand, comparatively speaking, of food, in order to ex- 
t^id'liis. bounties to the poor. For two'and-twenty years 
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he subsisted on nothing but the bran bread, made for the 
dogs of Port Royal, and water, in order that he might have 
his daily portion of food to distribute among the poor. He 
every day walked above twenty miles, without having broken 
his fast, to visit the sick, carrying food and medicine with 
his own hands ; and, that he mi^t not lose a moment, he 
always carried with him a New Testament, which he had 
acquired the habit of reading as he walked ; so that he was 
at once a physician to the souls and bodies of his patients." 
The recluse who has recorded his life concludes by observ- 
iag-^'^He entered into eternal life the 22nd of February, 
1687, aged 69, occupied in the contemplation of the mercies 
of our Lord and with his heart and mind fixed on Christ, the 
ilaediator between God and man." 

On his recovery from this illness, M. d*Alet felt himself 
more strongly urged than ever to sustain the burden of the 
affair of the Regale. During his convalescence he had 
taken the generous resolution to brave all dangers and sub- 
mit to any sacrifices that might be needed to preserve for 
his Church its ancient immuniries. This resolve was the 
fruit of the painful ordeal through which he had just passed, 
and was a thank-offering to God who had restored him to 
health from the very brink of the grave. *' God," said he, 
" has given me life that I may continue to combat for the 
integrity of the Church." There was the greater spirit of 
sacrifice in this determination as our prelate believed that 
he stood alone in opposing the designs of the Crown in this 
matter. While he meditated before God upon it, information 
was brought to him that an ecclesiastic had come to take 
possession of a priory in his diocese in virtue of this law of 
Regale. Following the example of the great bishops of the 
earlier ages of the Church, who never decided any affairs 
of consequence except in concert with their presb)rtery, 
M. d'Alet assembled a coupicil of his clergy to explain to 
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them fully the nature and bearings of this affair, and to^iski 
them to join in seeking from God, by their pr^ers and penif^ 
tential acts, the light and direction so needful to their bishop; 
to act rightly in, so delicate a osatten This little assembiy) 
met three times, and, on the last occasion jM. d'Alet declared! 
the course he had decided upon. With a countenance 
serene and composed, indicative of the interior, peace within, 
he told them tiiat the reasons for opposing the dedaratiou 
of the king were always; accompanied in his mind, when he i 
thotght of them before God, with sweetness and tranquillity^ 
and they appeared to him so dear that he could [scarcely; 
allow himsdf to dwell even for a moment on the painfeilt 
consequences that would most probably acconipa«xy; resist* 
ance. On the other hand, tke consideration of the reasons 
for aquiescing in the decimation always produced a sense of 
trouble and ooofusion; He added, "The powers of the 
earth combined are weak, indeed, in opposing the Divine 
Will He Who has effected the good which has been 
accomplished in this diocese, knows how to preserve it, 
though the world should oppose it After all, I shall not 
be responsible for its loss, though I shall be for my zeal or 
n^ligence in defending the rights of the Church. They 
may deprive me of my revenues, but God, Who feedeth the 
ravens, will take care of our poor. They may lay violent 
hands npcm my person, and ought I not to esteem myself 
happy to suffer in so just a cause ?*' 

On the 5th of March, 1676, M. d'Alet published an or- 
dinance against the intrusion of any person into any 
benefice or dignity in virtue of the Regale. The Bishop of 
Pamiers consulted his friend, as was his custom, on the part 
which he ought to take in this affair, and after considering 
the reasons M. d*Alet gave him for resisting the proceedings 
of the Government against the rights of the ecclesiastical 
province of Narbonne, he determined to adopt the same 
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course as our prelate, and it was in his diocese that the chief 
troubles of the Regale took place. 'Hie Archbishop of 
Narbonne, Metropolitan of Alet, was alarmed at the ordi- 
nance of our prelate, and not wishing to run any risk of 
offending the king threatened to annul it, but being advised 
that its arguments were good and legal, he chose another 
way of bringing him to terms. This was to appoint eccle- 
siastics favourable to the views of the Crown to the benefices 
of Alet. The king's confessor, Father de la Chaise, was re- 
quested to find suitable persons for this purpose, and%e 
performed this duty with great zeaL Upon this, M. d'Alet 
resolved to lay the matter before the king, and he did so in 
a letter in which he pleaded the rights of his Church with 
'great force and clearness and at considerable length. The 
following is an extract from this admirable composition : — 
" The question at issue," said our bishop, " refers to an im- 
portant right of my Church, common to all those in the pro- 
vince of Narbonne, which has never been subject to the 
Regale, and this not as a matter of privilege but by an 
exemption accorded to it by the Crown, and by a natural 
freedom and liberty as ancient as their foundations. They 
have enjoyed this liberty imder the first and second race of 
kings, when this province was possessed by the Counts of 
Toulouse and other lords. They were annexed to the Crown 
with the same liberty under the reign of St. Louis, after the 
notable contests of investitures which troubled both the 
empire and the Church for more than half a century, during 
which the law of Regale began to be introduced into the 
churches of France. This pious king, who religiously ob- 
served the rights of the Church, as the historians of his life 
assert, preserved to the churches of Languedoc their ancient 
liberties on this point. They were fjirther confirmed to them 
tinder the reign of Philip 4:he Hardy, his son, in the general 
mcil of Lyons, held in presence of the ambassadors of 
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this prince, where, by a solemn decree, it was prohibited to 
all persons to introduce the Regale into the churches hitherto 
exempt from it. Philip the Bel expressly recognised and 
confirmed the liberty of the churches of this province by his 
letters patent, the original of which is in the archives of the 
metropolitan church of Narbonne. The Kings Charles VI., 
Charles VII., Louis XI., and Louis XII. have ever kept this 
rule in their decrees, using the Regale only in those dioceses 
and provinces where ancient custom had estabhshed it This 
laSt-mentioned king, whose goodness and justice obtained 
for him the title of Father of the People, expressly forbade 
his officers interfering with the revenues of archbishoprics 
and bishoprics, and of other benefices in his kingdom where 
the law of Regale had no place, under pain of being punished 
for sacrilege. For three hundred years the Parliament of 
Paris has followed the same rule in its decrees, and all the 
authors who have written upon this subject (and several of 
these have been officers of State) have enunciated the same 
principles, viz., — ^that the Regale does not extend over the 
whole kingdom, and, that among the provinces that are 
exempt, they mention Narbonne as holding the foremost 
rank. . . . If it be right and equitable to preserve to villages 
and communities the advantages and privileges that have 
been conferred upon them by successive kings, how much 
more just and reasonable to do so with regard to the Church ? 
... I have been obliged to employ the means the Church 
has placed in my hands to hinder those persons who, under 
the plea of Regale, have attempted to dispossess several of 
the principal beneficed clergymen of my diocese, and in this 
course I do but follow the orders of the Church, received 
and authorized in the kingdom for four ages, in order to pre- 
serve to future generations, not only the temporal revenues 
of my see, but also the collation of benefices which is a right 
both spiritual and hie^archial. . . . Permit me, sire, to 
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dispersed. Tliey urged him to yield somewhat to circum- 
stances, and tolerate the Regalists, rather than, by a perse- 
vering resistance, to expose himself to this desolation. But 
their entreaties made no impression upon him ; his great 
age,[and the bodily weakness induced by his long and dan- 
gerous illness, had not in the least abated his courage and 
intrepidity. "I have foreseen," he said on this occasion, 
" from the beginning of this business all the consequences 
that would follow, and I am prepared for them. I should 
not be surprised if I am driven from my diocese, but I have 
taken the resolution, come what will, to defend my Church 
to the end, under the conviction that my life has been spared 
to me for this purpose." 

The more deeply our good bishop felt the loss of his 
archdeacon and promoteur, the more his courage rose with 
the occasion. He applied himself with additional energy to 
fill up the void which they had left. He preached regularly 
on Sundays and holy days, nor did the extreme heat of the 
season hinder him from giving lectures in his seminary 
several days in the week, a duty hitherto performed by his 
archdeacon. It was noticed, too, that from that time he 
practised additional austerities and devoted more time to 
prayer. His need of the Divine assistance and consolation 
was indeed great ; circumstances of all kinds seemed com- 
bined to oppose and discourage him. The Court was irri- 
tated at his resistance to the declaration of the king. His 
best labourers in the spiritual field were in exile, and their 
places (the most important ones in the diocese) were filled 
by ecclesiastics of a very different spirit. The troubles of 
Jansenism were beginning to revive, and to give him fresh 
disquietude. Last of all, war broke out and the towns and 
villages of his diocese were filled with troops of lawless 
soldiery who committed great excesses. 

A consid^able number of bishops who were in Paris 
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during the controversy about the R^ale, read with great 
satisfaction the ordinances of our prelate, but not one of 
them ventured openly to defend the course he had taken. 
Several other bishops of the provinces of Languedoc and 
Dauphin^ wrote to him in terms of high praise , for the 
courage he had displayed, but not one dared to join this 
venerable athlete who, single-handed, was fighting iheir 
battles as well as his own, in defending the Church of their 
^buntry against a host of enemies ; and there was good 
reason to believe that if he had been seconded by the 
bishops of Provence, Languedoc, and Dauphin^, the king 
1\rould have desistfed from bis purpose of extending the 
Regale beyond the limits to which it was confined by law; 
Its forcible introduction into the diocese of Alet produced 
the greatest disorders. The titular clergy, deprived of the 
benefices of which they had been for many years in peace- 
iable possession, were forced to leave the dioee^ to defend 
their cause in the Parliament of Paris. All that pur good 
bishop eould do under these distressing curcumstances.was 
to publish his ordinances against these violent and un- 
Ganonical proceedings, and declare the intruders excom- 
municate. His adversaries, on the other hand, urged the 
king to adopt severe measures and oblige hitn to revoke his 
ordinances, 6r else- to seize his temporalities and banish 
him into exile. But this advice was overruled, ancl the 
king was prevailed upon to leave an old bishop^ so de- 
servedly Respected, to die in peace, and to allow the ques- 
tion in dispute to be decided by the ordinary ecclesiastical 
tribunals.' , 

• • When M. d'Alet heard that extreme measures were to be 
itVdided on account of his great age, (he was then in hip 
eightieth year,) and that he was to be allowed to die in peaoe^ 
^ diily remarked, " that he would much rather they would 
i^'hlni 4m in peace than die in it" " Who would have sup- 
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posed," he said, " that old age was so useful. It is certainly 
good for something since it has saved me from exile." 

On the death of Clement IX., Cardinal Odescalchi was 
elevated to the papal chair on the 6th September, 1676, 
under the title of Innocent XI. The goodness of his 
character encouraged M. d'Alet to appeal to him on the 
subject of the Regale. Accordingly, he wrote a preliminary 
letter, M. de Pamiers did the same, and a trusty messenger 
conveyed the two letters to Rome. They were read to the 
Pope, who listened to the recital with tears in his eyes, and 
warmly espoused the cause of the two bishops. The mes- 
senger brought back a letter to our prelate from the Pope in 
terms of approval and affection. Thus encouraged, he drew 
up a full account of the affair of the Regale, and while en- 
gaged in this work the only remaining ecclesiastic whom he 
admitted to his full confidence was ordered to leave the 
diocese. Thus deprived of all his faithful council, our good 
bishop appHed to his friends, the Port Royalists, to send him 
a confidential friend who could convey his despatch to Rome 
and advocate his cause there. They sent him M. de Pont- 
ch^teau, who faithfully performed this service. In his letter 
to the . Pope, besides the matter of the Regale, M. d'Alet 
drew a fciithful picture of the evils which then afflicted the 
Church of France. He dwelt especially upon the teaching 
of the New Casuists, describing it as a poison which was 
destroying numbers of souls. He alluded to the endeavouiis 
which were being made to revive the troubles of Jansenism, 
a name given to a pretended heresy, and which, he said, 
existed only in the imagination. He besought the Pope to 
defend the doctrines of grace, to maintain the , rules of 
Christian morality, and to protect the rights and immunities 
of the Church. 

M. Pontchfiteau presented his. credentials and delivered 
Ms packet to the Pope in a private audience, and communir 
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cated, without reserve, those matters which M. d'AIet had 
only guardedly put in writing. The Pope spoke of our good 
prelate in terms of the highest esteem and consideration. 
He made the minutest enquires as to his age, his healthy his 
mode of life, his pastoral labours, and the state of his diocese, 
and promised to read with particular attention the memoir 
he had sent him. He kept his word, and the brief which 
arrived in Alet a short time before the death of our prelate 
testified how thoroughly Innocent XI. approved of the 
course he had taken, and how much he sympathized with 
him in his afflictions. 

, The troubles of the Regale thickened around our good 
bishop to the last, but with imdaunted spirit he employed 
the feeble remains of his strength in defending the rights of 
the Church, which he held so dear, against what he believed 
to be the illegal aggression of the Crown. 

Although the Abb^ de Foix had obtained possession of 
the revenues of the Deanery of Alet by a decree of Council, 
he had been unable to obtain canonical institution into the 
benefice. The ordinance of our prelate stood in the way, 
and it was necessary to remove this obstacle by an appeal 
to a superior ecclesiastical authority. An appeal was there- 
fore carried to the Cardinal Bonzi, Archbishop of Narbonne, 
and Metropolitan of Alet. This prelate favoured the designs 
of the Court, and strongly, therefore, opposed the proceed- 
ings of M. d'Alet. In the absence of the metropolitan, 
judgment in favour of the abbd was given by his vicar- 
general in a long and offensively worded document which 
declared the ordinances of the Bishop of Alet contrary to 
to the laws of the kingdom, and consequently of no effect, 
and enjoined the Chapter of Alet to instal the Abb^ de 
Foix in all the rights of the deanery. When this judgment 
of the official of his metropolitan was read to M. d'Alet he 
was exceedingly grieved. " What !" said he,. " shall a. simple 
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priest presume to abrogate an episcopal ordinance which has 
been issued in conformity with the decree of a general council. 
Is not this simply an insult to the Church. To prohibit; 
also, a bishop from issuing similar ordinances for the future, 
and to publish this prohibition throughout the whole of the 
diocese, what is this, but a violent outrage upon episcopal 
authority ?" " Let us pray much," said he, to the clergy of 
his household, " and endeavour to appease the displeasure 
of God who permits this violation of the laws of the Church ; 
and let us consider, in His holy presence, what measures we 
ought to take to remedy these evils." While preparing to 
repress the audacity of this official, and convince him of his 
incompetency to be a judge in this matter, and to refute the 
errors he had advanced in the document he had drawn up, 
M. d'Alet was seized with an attack of apoplexy. Thii 
occured on the 15 th of October, and was attended by the 
complete paralysis of the left side. On the 22nd instant he 
regained the use of his speech, and immediately dictated 
another ordinance, in which he endeavoured to shew that 
even the metropolitan has no authority to judge solely a case 
of such grave importance as the one in question, which 
affected the interests of the whole province, and, indeed, of 
the Church universal. When this was completed, he assem- 
bled in his chamber the chapter of his cathedral, communi- 
cated to them what he had drawn up, enjoining them to 
uphold it and to signify it to the official of Narbonne. 
The same day he wrote a letter with his own hand to his 
metropolitan complaining of the proceedings of his official. 
The following day he sent a copy of his new ordinance 
to all the bishops of the province of Languedoc, accom- 
panied by a circular letter, praying them to unite with him 
in maintaining the rights and authority of the episcopate. 
On the 24th of October the paralysis increased, and, fearing 
a second and more fatal attack, he caused the Sacrament 
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to be administered to him privately to avoid any commo- 
tion. On the following day, feehng a little better, he be- 
lieved it to be his duty to make a last elFort fw his Church, 
and wrote, for the third time, to the Pope and the king. 
He recommended to the former the Church he had governed 
for forty years, and, which h^ feared, judging from present 
circumstances, would be despoiled of its rights and liberties 
after his decease. He begged his holiness ialso to revoke 
the brief of Clement IX. against his Ritual as dishonouring 
to the holy see, and a subject of scandal to persons of weak 
judgment. 

In his letter to the king he endeavoured to remove the 
displeasure with which his majesty regarded him in Conse- 
quence 6f his resistance to the orders of the Court; he also 
begged that his exiled ecclesiastics might be restored to the 
diocese, their only offence being their fidelity to their bishop. 
" I am employing," he said, "the last moments of my life in 
examining what remains to be done before appearing at the 
bar of God. Jesus Christ bids us to go and find our brother 
when we know that a feeling of unkindness exists, before we 
present ourselves at the altar ; and it is for this reason, that 
being on the point of offering to God my last sacrifice, that 
of my life, I feel it specially incumbent upon me to make 
this last effort to soften the feelings of your majesty whidi 
have for some time been indisposed towards me on account 
of the course I have taken in the affair of the Regale.** The 
king was greatly affected when this letter was read to him. 

While our good bishop was lying on his bed of pain, or 
employing the few intervals of ease which alternated with 
his sufferings, the Metropolitan of Alet returned from Rome, 
as full of zeal for the interests of the Court and the Regalists 
as was our good bishop for the liberties of his Church. His 
first act was to confirm the proceedings of his official against 
M. d*Alet, by an ordinance in which he declared that the 
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acts of our prelate in this affair of the Regale were contrary 
to the holy canons and the laws of the kmgdom ; that they 
were outrageous in their character, troubling to consciences, 
and subversive of the order of the Church ; and enjoined 
the Chapter of Alet to conform to the judgment of his official 
under pain of excommunication. 

The archbishop, being informed that our prelate was in 
a dying state, made all haste to have this ordinance printed 
during the night of the 5th of November, and despatched 
a messenger with it the next morning to signify it to M. d'Alet 
Though lying in a state of extreme weakness and suffering, 
the dying prelate drew up a long and complete refutation of 
this ordinance of his metropolitan in the form of an appeal 
to the Pope. He had no sooner signed this document than 
he was seized with another attack, which paralyzed the whole 
body and took away the power of speech. But, notwith- 
standing this collapse of all the physical powers, the mind 
and judgment of the dying prelate were as strong and un- 
clouded as when in the most robust health, and so continued 
to the end. Thinking only of his diocese, he gave orders 
to his attendants by signs which they sufficiently under- 
stood ; then, feeling very weak and exhausted, he signified 
his wish to receive extreme unction and the holy viaticum 
from the hands of the Curd of Alet. This ceremony was 
performed at the hour of three in the afternoon with the 
same solenmity as when two years previously it had been 
administered by the Archdeacon now in exile. The con- 
course of people was immense ; for the report that M. d'Alet 
was dying had drawn to the cathedral town a great number 
of persons from the surrounding villages. In vain the dying 
prelate tried to pronounce a few words to those present ; he 
could not articulate, and made signs to the curid to speak for 
him. His friend the Bishop of Saint Pons hastened to Alet 
the moment he heard that, ." the ligh^ of the Church" (for so 
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he termed this hply bishop) was about to be extinguished. 
The Bishop of Pamiers had arrived shortly before, and these 
two. friends remained with him to the end, exceedingly 
touched to see how peacefully he waited the dissolution of 
the body, and how; patiently he bore severe suffering, the 
extent of whicli was not suspected until the state of his body 
after death gave some, evidence as to what those sufferings 
must have been which were endured so calmly and uncom- 
plainingly. To the questions which these two friends put 
to him from time to time he returned the single word "sub- 
mission." The nearer, he approached the moment of his 
release the more he ^.pp^red to be absorbed in God. If 
he opened his eyes it was but to look upwards with an ex- 
pression of such trust and calm content, that his attendants 
durst not interrupt the sweet communications which they 
saw he was receiving from the Holy Comforter. On the 
evening of the 27th of November, 1677, he caused a mes- 
sage to be sent to the Cure of Alet to come on the morrow, 
which, would be the first Sunday in Advent, to celebrate the 
Holy Communion at an early hour of the morning in the 
bishop's chapel, and to administer to him the sacred rite 
afterwards, devoid of ceremony j but he suddenly became so 
much worse that he was quite unable to receive this new 
succour. On the 30th he was seized with shiverings, fol- 
lowed by a violent fever, which, increasing in intensity, threw 
him, on the ist of December, into a kind of lethargy from 
which all remedies failed to arouse him. In this state he 
remained for five days, and on the 6th of the month a species 
of agony supervened which lasted until the morning of the 
8th instant, when at the hour of eight he slept in peace. So 
passed from this mortal life this faithful servant of God, aged 
eighty years and twenty days, having spent thirty-nine years 
in the episcopate, unceasingly occupied in combating vice 
and error, and in defending the Truth. 
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The somewhat painful impression which death had left 
upon the countenance of the deceased prelate soon passed 
away and gave place to a bloom and freshness that over- 
spread the features. It seemed as though the new life of 
the soul had renewed in some mysterious way the youth of 
the body. The marks of age were so entirely effaced that 
those who knew him in his later years could with difficulty 
recognize him in the portraits which were taken of him after 
death. 

The body, clothed in the episcopal vestments, was ex- 
posed to view in a chamber of the bishop's residence. The 
whole town came to pay their last tribute of respect to the 
deceased, and with the same honours as if he had been 
canonized. Medals, chaplets, books of devotion, and hand- 
kerchiefs were brought by the people to have some virtue 
communicated to them through having touched the body 
of a saint ; and if the eagerness of the crowd had not been 
forcibly restrained, not a vestige of the bed on which the 
body of the deceased prelate was laid, nor the vestments 
with which it was clothed would have remained. All would 
have been torn to shreds and carried away as relics. On 
the following day, the 9th of December, the body was con- 
veyed into the cathedral church and laid before the altar. 
Crowds of people filled the cathedral, for the neighbouring 
towns had been almost emptied of their inhabitants who had 
flocked to Alet to take part in the funeral obsequies of their 
deceased bishop. Holy Communion was celebrated in the 
cathedral by the Bishop of Pamiers, who afterwards preached 
a funeral discourse for the friend he had so dearly loved and 
valued. 

In consequence of the crowded state of the church which 
was filled throughout the day by the concourse of people 
who were continually arriving, the body, for greater 
security, was conveyed into the chamber of the chapter 
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and the door barricaded, but this precaution proved in- 
sufficient; the people would not be kept away from the 
object of theitaytdbtilioaky ^itrifl^- ati^Vddcibr wirduld soon have 
been forced open had not the body been removed into the 
'sacristy ^er^ iBe\jlfe^l of ,flie/ clergy jremain^j with it/ie.d- 
mitting the crowd by a few at a time to kiss the hands and 
feet of the deceased bishop. The office for the dead having 
been chanted after mid-day in the bishop's chapter, M. de 
Pamiers, with the clergy, accompanied the body to its last 
resting place in the cemetery of the church of St. Andrew of 
Alet, where, in accordance, with tEe wish of the deceased, it 
was interred at the foot of the cross erected there. It was 
not without considerable difficulty that the procession could 
force its way through the crowd, aiidi in spite of all p^cau- 
tions taken to guard the body, it was impossible to prevent 
the pontifical robes that covered it from being cut and torn 
in pieces by the people, who carried them away as relics. 
Even the straw of the mattress upon which the body Jiad 
lain was all removed in like manner. During the week? fol- 
lowing the interment, the concourse of people arriving in 
Alet was immense; night and day a contmual procegsion 
might be seen moving slowly towaords the cemetery to visit 
the grave of the good bishop, and to spend there some 
little time in prayer. Neither stone nor; epitaph was placed 
over his remains, for this be had expressly forbidden in his 
will. • 

Servaot of God, — ^^^U done I 
Rest from thy loved employ » , , 

The battle fought, the victory won. 
Enter thy Master's joy. 
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